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Science Council

The Science Council was established in April 2021 by the Director General of the World
Health Organization to provide guidance on the science and research strategy of the
organization.

The Science Council will have the following functions:

- Evaluate urgent, high priority scientific issues and provide input and guidance on
translating them to public health impact in furtherance of WHO’s mission;

- Identify current and new science and technology issues that WHO needs to address,
including global health threats, and new advances with a potential for direct or indirect
impact on global health;

- Provide strategic orientation to WHQO'’s actions in science, research and innovation;

- Participate in the rapid and confidential review of WHO normative products, when
requested by the Director-General; and

- Undertake other duties and functions consistent with these Terms of Reference, when
requested by the Director-General
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Governments commit to accelerated action to prevent drowning

Today, governments adopted a new resolution committing to greater efforts to prevent
drowning, a leading cause of injury-related death and disability. An estimated 235,600
people drown every year, although this figure excludes drownings attributable to flood-
related climatic events and water transport incidents, so is considered an under-
representation. Drowning is among the ten leading causes of death for children aged 5-
14 years.

More than 90% of drowning deaths occur in rivers, lakes, wells, domestic water storage
vessels and swimming pools in low- and middle-income countries. In addition, water-
related disasters increasingly affect millions of people globally due in part to the
escalating adverse impacts of climate change, with drowning being the main cause of
deaths during floods.
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Governments commit to accelerated action to prevent drowning

Today, governments adopted a new resolution committing to greater efforts to prevent
drowning, a leading cause of injury-related death and disability. An estimated 235,600
people drown every year, although this figure excludes drownings attributable to flood-
related climatic events and water transport incidents, so is considered an under-
representation. Drowning is among the ten leading causes of death for children aged 5-
14 years.

More than 90% of drowning deaths occur in rivers, lakes, wells, domestic water storage
vessels and swimming pools in low- and middle-income countries. In addition, water-
related disasters increasingly affect millions of people globally due in part to the
escalating adverse impacts of climate change, with drowning being the main cause of
deaths during floods.
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WHO Publishes new guidance to promote Strong, Efficient and
Sustainable Regulatory Systems

The World Health Organization, (WHO) has recently published two documents that will
be critical for countries’ regulatory system strengthening activities, including regulatory
cooperation, convergence and transparency.

Good Regulatory Practices (GRP) and Good Reliance Practices (GReP), published as
Annexes 10 and 11 in the 55th report of the WHO Expert Committee on Specifications
for Pharmaceutical Preparations (ECSPP) (WHO Technical Report Series 1033)1 aim to
support countries in improving the oversight and regulation of medicines and health
products, and to promote greater collaboration between regulators regionally and
internationally to leverage resources more efficiently and ensure quality health products
reach people faster.
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Deworming women during pregnancy has a positive effect on child
survival and health

A recent study has found that mothers receiving deworming treatment during
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pregnancy reduce by 14% the risk of their child dying within the first four weeks after
birth. Another benefit is that treating pregnant women with anthelminthic medicines
can avoid low birthweight.

The study, conducted on 95 Demographic Health Survey datasets and collected on more
than 800 000 births, utilized birth histories to measure the impact of routine deworming
medicine during antenatal care on subsequent neonatal mortality and low birthweight
for births between 1998 and 2018 in 56 lower income countries.
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WHUO lists Moderna vaccine for emergency use

Today, WHO listed the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine (mRNA 1273) for emergency use,
making it the fifth vaccine to receive emergency validation from WHO.

WHQ'’s Emergency Use Listing (EUL) assesses the quality, safety and efficacy of COVID-
19 vaccines and is a prerequisite for COVAX Facility vaccine supply. It also allows
countries to expedite their own regulatory approval to import and administer COVID-19
vaccines.
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Oral rabies vaccine: a new strategy in the fight against rabies deaths

Did you know dogs cause nearly 59,000 annual human rabies deaths worldwide?
Major partnersl have pledged to eliminate rabies spread by dogs. Their goal is to reach
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zero human deaths by 2030. Risk of rabies is especially high in countries with large stray
dog populations or where the community, rather than a single owner, cares for dogs.
A newer method - giving dogs oral vaccine - is gaining traction as a safe and effective
alternative.

The World Health Organization (WHQO) and World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
support the effective and safe use of oral rabies vaccines for dogs.
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Affordability of WASH must be defined and tracked if 2030 Global
Goals are to be met: new report

Universal access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene, a human right enshrined
in the 2030 Global Goals, can only be reached if countries monitor and address
affordability, according to a new report from WHO and UNICEF.

The report comes at a time when the economic shocks of the COVID-19 pandemic
reverberate through household and national budgets just as awareness of the
importance of hygiene in infection prevention and control soars.

But an estimated 3 billion people worldwide still do not have a handwashing facility with
water and soap at home and an estimated 2.2 billion people do not have access to safe
drinking water. Little progress has been made in integrating affordability into national
and global monitoring of WASH services.
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Expanding reach: Addressing gender barriers in COVID-19 vaccine
rollout

“If we don’t put gender equality at the forefront of the COVID-19 response, we will all
lose,” said Dr Princess Nothemba Simelela, Assistant Director-General (ADG) and Senior
Advisor to the DG on Strategic Programmatic Priorities WHO, speaking at the 65th
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW65) side event: Ensuring Gender Equality in
the COVID-19 Vaccine Roll Out, Therapeutics and Care in March 2021.

“With the over 500 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines already distributed, the inequity
is obvious. Very few of these vaccines are reaching the most vulnerable. Those at the
forefront of service delivery are not receiving the benefits of their hard work in
responding to the pandemic,” Dr Simelela added.

During the largest global vaccine deployment in history, COVID-19 vaccination rollout
must reach women, men, and gender-diverse people quickly and efficiently. Equitable
distribution is essential for widening the vaccines’ protective reach, curbing COVID-19
morbidity and mortality, and lessening the existing burden on health systems.
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Why we need to focus on quality care for women and newborns

Each year, between 5.7 and 8.4 million people are dying due to poor quality care in low-
and middle-income countries, accounting for up to 15 percent of their overall deaths.
Lost productivity due to poor quality care in these countries is estimated to be around
$1.4 to $1.6 trillion per year.

“People not only need to have access to healthcare services, they need to have access
to services that are safe and effective, where they are always treated with dignity and
respect,” said Dr Anshu Banerjee, Director of Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent
Health and Ageing at WHO. “Interventions to improve quality of healthcare are critical
for achieving universal health coverage and equity, and reducing maternal and newborn
deaths.”

Quality care is a critical issue for maternal and newborn health. More women globally
give birth in health facilities than ever before, but this has not always translated into
dramatic gains in survival rates for mothers and newborns. It is estimated that 6 in 10
neonatal conditions and half of maternal deaths in poorer countries are due to poor
quality services.
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WHO launches new platform for knowledge exchange on dementia

A new online platform to facilitate the exchange of information and knowledge on
dementia is being launched today. The new tool, the Global Dementia Observatory
Knowledge Exchange Platform, contains key resources to support the implementation
of the Global action plan on the public heath response to dementia 2017-2025 and its
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seven action areas. It provides a space for stakeholders to share resources, such as
policies, guidelines, case studies and examples of good practice, to facilitate mutual
learning and promote the exchange of knowledge in the area of dementia.

Anyone can submit resources to the new platform. A comprehensive review process is
undertaken for each new resource submitted before it is posted online to ensure that
these meet quality and good practice criteria. Reviewers are dementia experts, people
with lived experience of dementia and members of the WHO Secretariat.
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New report sounds the alarm on global shortage of 900 000 midwives

Fully investing in midwives by 2035 would avert roughly two-thirds of maternal,
newborn deaths and stillbirths, saving 4.3 million lives per year.

Millions of lives of women and newborns are lost, and millions more experience ill health
or injury, because the needs of pregnant women and skills of midwives are not
recognized or prioritized.

The world is currently facing a shortage of 900 000 midwives, which represents a third
of the required global midwifery workforce. The COVID-19 crisis has only exacerbated
these problems, with the health needs of women and newborns being overshadowed,
midwifery services being disrupted and midwives being deployed to other health
services.

These are some of the key takeaways from the 2021 State of World’s Midwifery report
by UNFPA (the UN sexual and reproductive health agency), WHO (World Health
Organization), International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) and partners, which
evaluates the midwifery workforce and related health resources in 194 countries.
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New WHO benchmarks help countries reduce salt intake and save
lives

Most people consume double the WHO-recommended 5g of daily salt intake, putting
themselves at greater risk of the heart diseases and strokes that kill an estimated 3
million people each year.

Today, the World Health Organization (WHO) released a new set of global benchmarks
for sodium levels in more than 60 food categories that will help countries reduce sodium
contents in foods to improve diets and save lives.

“WHO Global Sodium Benchmarks for Different Food Categories” is a guide for countries
and industry to reduce the sodium content in different categories of processed foods.
Around the world, consumption of processed food is a rapidly increasing source of
sodium.
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WHO calls for better hand hygiene and other infection control
practices

WHQ'’s latest global survey on implementation of national infection prevention and



https://www.unfpa.org/sowmy
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-new-who-benchmarks-help-countries-reduce-salt-intake-and-save-lives
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-new-who-benchmarks-help-countries-reduce-salt-intake-and-save-lives
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-who-calls-for-better-hand-hygiene-and-other-infection-control-practices
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-who-calls-for-better-hand-hygiene-and-other-infection-control-practices

control programmes highlights the urgent need to reduce inequalities in the availability
of good hand hygiene and other infection prevention and control measures between
high and lower income countries. A new WHO online monitoring portal will help
countries identify and address gaps.

This is a serious challenge at any time, but COVID-19 has dramatically demonstrated
just how important good hand hygiene practices are in reducing the risk of transmission,
when used as part of a comprehensive package of preventative measures.
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Updated WHO Information Note: Ensuring continuity of TB services
during the COVID-19 pandemic

Health services, including national programmes to combat TB, need to be actively
engaged in ensuring an effective and rapid response to COVID-19 while ensuring that
TB services are maintained.

In the lead- up to World TB Day, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-
General emphasized in a news release, “COVID-19 is highlighting just how vulnerable
people with lung diseases and weakened immune systems can be. The world committed
to end TB by 2030; improving prevention is key to making this happen.”

WHO Global TB Programme, along with WHO regional and country offices, has
developed an information note, in collaboration with stakeholders. This note is intended
to assist national TB programmes and health personnel to urgently maintain continuity
of essential services for people affected with TB during the COVID-19 pandemic, driven
by innovative people-centred approaches, as well as maximizing joint support to tackle
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both diseases.
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WHO, Germany launch new global hub for pandemic and epidemic
intelligence

- The WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence will be a global platform for
pandemic and epidemic intelligence, creating shared and networked access to vital
multi-sectoral data, driving innovations in data analytics and building the communities
of practice needed to predict, prevent, detect, prepare for and respond to worldwide
health threats.

- The WHO Hub will be a new global collaboration of countries and partners worldwide,
driving innovations to increase availability and linkage of diverse data; develop tools and
predictive models for risk analysis; and to monitor disease control measures and
infodemics.

- The WHO Hub will enable partners from around the world to collaborate and co-create
the tools and data access that all countries need to prepare, detect and respond to
pandemic and epidemic risks.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Federal Republic of Germany will
establish a new global hub for pandemic and epidemic intelligence, data, surveillance
and analytics innovation. The Hub, based in Berlin and working with partners around
the world, will lead innovations in data analytics across the largest network of global
data to predict, prevent, detect prepare for and respond to pandemic and epidemic risks
worldwide.


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-TB-care-2021.1
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-who-germany-launch-new-global-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-who-germany-launch-new-global-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
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WHO lists additional COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use and issues
interim policy recommendations

WHO today listed the Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use, giving the green
light for this vaccine to be rolled out globally. The Sinopharm vaccine is produced by
Beijing Bio-Institute of Biological Products Co Ltd, subsidiary of China National Biotec
Group (CNBG).

“The addition of this vaccine has the potential to rapidly accelerate COVID-19 vaccine
access for countries seeking to protect health workers and populations at risk,” said Dr
Maridngela Simao, WHO Assistant-Director General for Access to Health Products. “We
urge the manufacturer to participate in the COVAX Facility and contribute to the goal of
more equitable vaccine distribution.”

WHQO'’s Emergency Use Listing (EUL) is a prerequisite for COVAX Facility vaccine supply.
It also allows countries to expedite their own regulatory approval to import and
administer COVID-19 vaccines.
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Joint Statement on transparency and data integrity International
Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities ICMRA) and WHO

ICMRA and WHO call on the pharmaceutical industry to provide wide access to clinical
data for all new medicines and vaccines (whether full or conditional approval, under


https://www.who.int/news/item/07-05-2021-who-lists-additional-covid-19-vaccine-for-emergency-use-and-issues-interim-policy-recommendations
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-05-2021-who-lists-additional-covid-19-vaccine-for-emergency-use-and-issues-interim-policy-recommendations
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-05-2021-joint-statement-on-transparency-and-data-integrityinternational-coalition-of-medicines-regulatory-authorities-(icmra)-and-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-05-2021-joint-statement-on-transparency-and-data-integrityinternational-coalition-of-medicines-regulatory-authorities-(icmra)-and-who

emergency use, or rejected). Clinical trial reports should be published without redaction
of confidential information for reasons of overriding public health interest.

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into sharp focus the need for information and
data to support academics, researchers and industry in developing vaccines and
therapeutics; to support regulators and health authorities in their decision-making; to
support healthcare professionals in their treatment decisions; and to support public
confidence in the vaccines and therapeutics being deployed.
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The Partnership for Healthy Cities supports COVID-19 Vaccine
Qutreach in 18 Cities

As mayors around the world grapple with implementing equitable COVID-19 vaccination
programs for their citizens, Bloomberg Philanthropies today announced grants to 18
cities in low- and middle-income countries that are part of the Partnership for Healthy



https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2021-the-partnership-for-health-cities-supports-covid-19-vaccine-outreach-efforts-of-18-cities-in-africa-asia-and-latin-america
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2021-the-partnership-for-health-cities-supports-covid-19-vaccine-outreach-efforts-of-18-cities-in-africa-asia-and-latin-america
https://partnershipforhealthycities.bloomberg.org/

Cities to support their planning for vaccine distribution rollouts with an emphasis on
@ing high-risk populations.

The vaccine preparedness activities being funded with grants of up to $50,000 for six
months include communication campaigns to increase vaccine confidence, community
outreach to vulnerable populations, supplies to set up mass vaccination sites,
enhancement of data capacity, training for healthcare workers and community leaders,
and critical tools to achieve city-wide coordination.
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The UNICEF/WHO/WB Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates (JME)
group released new data for 2021

Child malnutrition estimates for the indicators stunting, wasting, overweight and
underweight describe the magnitude and patterns of under- and overnutrition. UNICEF-
WHO-WB Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates inter-agency group updates regularly the
global and regional estimates in prevalence and numbers for each indicator. The key
findings 2021 Edition includes global and regional trends and, for the first time, country-
level estimates are also presented, with a summary of the enhanced methodology for
deriving country-level model-based estimates for stunting and overweight. Country
progress assessment towards the 2030 targets are provided with summaries by region.
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https://partnershipforhealthycities.bloomberg.org/
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2021-the-unicef-who-wb-joint-child-malnutrition-estimates-group-released-new-data-for-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2021-the-unicef-who-wb-joint-child-malnutrition-estimates-group-released-new-data-for-2021
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Global experts of new WHO Council on the Economics of Health For
All announced

WHO is convening 11 leading figures in economics, health and development from around
the world as the first members of the WHO Council on the Economics of Health for All.
The Council’s role is to provide independent advice to the Director-General on addressing
interrelated health and economic challenges and mapping out a way forward that
supports communities and countries to build healthy societies. To do so, it will provide
recommendations for a new approach to shape the economy that supports health for
all as an overall goal, including more equitable and effective health systems.
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Expert independent panel calls for urgent reform of pandemic
prevention and response systems

A panel of leading experts is today calling on the global community to end the COVID-
19 pandemic by immediately implementing a series of bold recommendations to
redistribute, fund, and increase the availability of and manufacturing capacity for
vaccines, and to apply proven public health measures urgently and consistently in every
country.

The Panel is also recommending that national governments and the international
community immediately adopt a package of reforms to transform the global pandemic


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025257
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2021-global-experts-of-new-who-council-on-the-economics-of-health-for-all-announced
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2021-global-experts-of-new-who-council-on-the-economics-of-health-for-all-announced
https://theindependentpanel.org/expert-independent-panel-calls-for-urgent-reform-of-pandemic-prevention-and-response-systems/
https://theindependentpanel.org/expert-independent-panel-calls-for-urgent-reform-of-pandemic-prevention-and-response-systems/

preparedness and response system and prevent a future pandemic.

The Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response (The Independent
Panel) was appointed by the World Health Organization (WHQO) Director-General in
response to a World Health Assembly resolution calling for an independent, impartial,
and comprehensive review of experiences gained and lessons to be learned from the
current pandemic. The review was also asked to provide recommendations to improve
capacity for global pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response. The Panel
released its findings and recommendations today in its main report: COVID-19: Make it
the Last Pandemic.
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Building Climate-Resilient Health Systems: Four key actions to
follow in National Adaptation Plan (NAP) processes

This piece was originally published on the NAP Global Network website, and
accompanies the joint publication from WHO and the NAP Global Network, 'Review of
Health in National Adaptation Plans'.

More than a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, we are seeing major disruptions in the
delivery of essential health services. As attention shifts to recovery, we have an
opportunity to build health systems that are more resilient to future health shocks as
well as to the impacts of climate change. National Adaptation Plan (NAP) processes
provide a basis for ensuring that this happens.
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Long working hours increasing deaths from heart disease and stroke:
WHO, IL.O

Long working hours led to 745 000 deaths from stroke and ischemic heart disease in
2016, a 29 per cent increase since 2000, according to the latest estimates by the World
Health Organization and the International Labour Organization published in Environment
International today.

In a first global analysis of the loss of life and health associated with working long hours,
WHO and ILO estimate that, in 2016, 398 000 people died from stroke and 347 000


https://www.who.int/news/item/14-05-2021-building-climate-resilient-health-systems-four-key-actions-national-adaptation-plans
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-05-2021-building-climate-resilient-health-systems-four-key-actions-national-adaptation-plans
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2021-long-working-hours-increasing-deaths-from-heart-disease-and-stroke-who-ilo
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2021-long-working-hours-increasing-deaths-from-heart-disease-and-stroke-who-ilo

from heart disease as a result of having worked at least 55 hours a week. Between 2000
and 2016, the number of deaths from heart disease due to working long hours increased
by 42%, and from stroke by 19%.
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WHO and UNICEF launch new tools for the promotion of adolescent
mental health

The Helping Adolescents Thrive Toolkit, launched today, provides programmatic
guidance for people working in the health, social services, education and justice sectors
on how to implement strategies for adolescent mental health promotion and protection.
The Toolkit covers the legal foundations required for such programmes to succeed, the
features of environments that are conducive to the well-being of adolescents, what
support should be provided to parents and other caregivers, and psychosocial
interventions that work. Tools to guide implementation and examples of programmes
already introduced in countries to benefit adolescents, or specific groups of vulnerable
adolescents, are described.
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412021002208
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2021-who-and-unicef-launch-new-tools-for-the-promotion-of-adolescent-mental-health-and-the-prevention-of-mental-health-conditions
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2021-who-and-unicef-launch-new-tools-for-the-promotion-of-adolescent-mental-health-and-the-prevention-of-mental-health-conditions
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WHO Procurement Report 2020

This report provides information on WHOQO’s procurement activities in 2020. It covers
procurement of goods and services, and also includes COVID-19-related procurement.
The intended audience for the report is WHO staff, Member States, external partners
and it is also available for general public consumption.
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Dynamic WHO dashboard for island states highlights barriers and
progress on climate change and health

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) face particularly acute health risks as a result of
the climate crisis. Warming temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, rising sea
levels and extreme weather events lead to increased risks of injuries, deaths, food
insecurity and the spread of vector-borne, waterborne and foodborne diseases.
Despite these growing challenges, island states are leading in the global response to
climate change by advocating for limiting global temperature rise to 1.5°C;
implementing adaptation actions; and establishing climate-resilient and environmentally
sustainable health systems.

A new SIDS dynamic data dashboard, launched today, illustrates the progress made by
island states to date in responding to the health threats of climate change.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240026704
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2021-dynamic-SIDS-report-climate-change-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2021-dynamic-SIDS-report-climate-change-health
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WHO presence in countries, territories and areas: 2021 report

The 2021 Country Presence Report provides an overview of what WHO does in countries
to advance towards the SDGs and implement GPW13, how we do it, with whom we
work, and what is needed to overcome challenges for achieving results and impact in
countries
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WHO issues new guidance for research on genetically modified
mosquitoes to fight malaria and other vector-borne diseases

New guidance from the World Health Organization (WHO) sets essential standards to
inform future research and development on genetically modified mosquitoes,
particularly in addressing issues relating to ethics, safety, affordability and effectiveness.
Malaria and other vector-borne diseases, including dengue and Zika, affect millions
globally. More than 400 000 people a year die from malaria alone. If proven safe,
effective and affordable, genetically modified vector mosquitoes could be a valuable new
tool to fight these diseases and eliminate their enormous health, social and economic
burden.

The guidance framework for testing genetically modified mosquitoes, developed in
partnership with TDR, the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical
Diseases, and the GeneConvene Global Collaborative, an initiative of the Foundation for
the National Institutes of Health, describes best practices to ensure that the study and
evaluation of genetically modified mosquitoes as public health tools is safe, ethical and
rigorous.


https://www.who.int/activities/monitoring-science-and-evidence-on-climate-change-and-health/health-and-climate-global-survey
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240026360
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240026360
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-05-2021-who-issues-new-guidance-for-research-on-genetically-modified-mosquitoes-to-fight-malaria-and-other-vector-borne-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-05-2021-who-issues-new-guidance-for-research-on-genetically-modified-mosquitoes-to-fight-malaria-and-other-vector-borne-diseases
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Support to countries’ equitable and resilient recovery from the
pandemic towards the health SDGs: The 2021 SDG3 GAP progress

report

WHO and 12 other signatory agencies to the Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and
Well-being for All (SDG3 GAP) have released their second progress report, Stronger
collaboration for an equitable and resilient recovery towards the health-related SDGs.
This report presents progress achieved, especially at country level, where SDG3 GAP is
being implemented in 37 countries, with its long-term, forward-looking SDG focus and
as a platform to support countries’ equitable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic. The report also identifies challenges encountered over the last year,
acknowledging the important roles that countries, agencies’ boards and donors play in
setting the right incentives for effective collaboration among SDG3 GAP agencies.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2021-support-to-countries-equitable-and-resilient-recovery-from-the-pandemic-towards-the-health-sdgs-the-2021-sdg3-gap-progress-report
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2021-support-to-countries-equitable-and-resilient-recovery-from-the-pandemic-towards-the-health-sdgs-the-2021-sdg3-gap-progress-report
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2021-support-to-countries-equitable-and-resilient-recovery-from-the-pandemic-towards-the-health-sdgs-the-2021-sdg3-gap-progress-report
https://www.who.int/initiatives/sdg3-global-action-plan
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World Health Assembly to focus on ending COVID-19 pandemic and
preparing for next one

In a year when COVID-19 threatens the health and well-being of everyone on the planet,
the seventy-fourth session of the World Health Assembly (WHA) will stress the urgency
of ending the current pandemic and preventing the next one by building a healthier,
safer and fairer world.

The Health Assembly is WHQ’s highest decision-making body and is attended by
delegations from all around the world. It will also be open to Associate Members,
Observers, invited representatives of the UN and other participating inter-governmental
organizations, and non-State actors. This year’s session will run from 24 May to 1 June
2021, and be held virtually.
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New international expert panel to address the emergence and spread
of zoonotic diseases

International organizations have come together to launch a new One Health High-Level
Expert Panel to improve understanding of how diseases with the potential to trigger
pandemics, emerge and spread.


https://www.who.int/news/item/19-05-2021-world-health-assembly-to-focus-on-ending-covid-19-pandemic-and-preparing-for-next-one
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-05-2021-world-health-assembly-to-focus-on-ending-covid-19-pandemic-and-preparing-for-next-one
https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha74.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2021-new-international-expert-panel-to-address-the-emergence-and-spread-of-zoonotic-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2021-new-international-expert-panel-to-address-the-emergence-and-spread-of-zoonotic-diseases

The panel will advise four international organizations - the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO); the World Organisation for Animal Health
(OIE); the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); and the World Health
Organization (WHO) - on the development of a long-term global plan of action to avert
outbreaks of diseases like H5N1 avian influenza; MERS; Ebola; Zika, and, possibly,
COVID-19. Three quarters of all emerging infectious diseases originate in animals.
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Global progress report on HIV, wviral hepatitis and sexually
transmitted infections, 2021

This report provides accountability for the 3 Global Health Sector Strategies (2016-
2021) on HIV, Viral Hepatitis and the STIs. The report assesses the impact, progress
and gaps, and identifies actions to improve impact. The report also provides new data
to assess the achievement of the SDGs targets and gaps towards the Thirteenth General
Programme of Work (GPW 13) targets and a decade towards elimination.

The report describes WHO’s important contributions at regional and global level and
identifies common actions across the 3 disease areas as well as gaps and priorities as a
baseline for the next strategies.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027077
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027077
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G20 leaders boost support of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT)
Accelerator but urgent and immediate action is needed to maintain
momentum

World leaders today met at the Global Health Summit, co-hosted by the European
Commission and Italy as part of its G20 presidency, to adopt an agenda to overcome
the COVID-19 pandemic, and develop and endorse a Rome Declaration of principles, at
a time when the virus is surging and spreading uncontrollably in many parts of the world.
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WHO/UNICEF statement on the 40th anniversary of the
international code of marketing breastmilk substitutes

In 1981, health officials from around the world gathered at the World Health Assembly
to address aggressive marketing tactics by the infant and young child feeding industry,
which was promoting formula feeding over breastfeeding and causing a dramatic
increase in infant morbidity and mortality. The result was the International Code of
Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes (the Code), a landmark policy framework designed
to stop commercial interests from damaging breastfeeding rates and endangering the
health and nutrition of the world’s youngest inhabitants.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-g20-leaders-boost-support-of-the-access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator-but-urgent-and-immediate-action-is-needed-to-maintain-momentum
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-g20-leaders-boost-support-of-the-access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator-but-urgent-and-immediate-action-is-needed-to-maintain-momentum
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-g20-leaders-boost-support-of-the-access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator-but-urgent-and-immediate-action-is-needed-to-maintain-momentum
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-WHO-UNICEF-statement-on-the-40th-anniversary-of-the-international-code-of-marketing-breastmilk-substitutes
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-WHO-UNICEF-statement-on-the-40th-anniversary-of-the-international-code-of-marketing-breastmilk-substitutes
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WHO releases World Health Statistics report 2021 and global COVID-
19 excess mortality estimates

Today, the World Health Organization released its annual ‘state of the world’s health’
assessment in the World Health Statistics report, 2021. The report presents the latest
data on more than 50 health-related Sustainable Development Goal and “triple billion”
target indicators. The 2021 edition includes preliminary estimates for global excess
deaths attributable to COVID-19 for 2020 and the state of global and regional health
trends from 2000-2019. It also focuses on persistent health inequalities and data gaps
that have been accentuated by the pandemic, with a call to urgently invest in health
information systems to ensure the world is better prepared with better data.
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WHO and Switzerland launch global BioHub for pathogen storage,
sharing and analysis

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Swiss Confederation today signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to launch the first WHO BioHub Facility as part of the
WHO BioHub System, which was announced in November 2020. This facility will


https://worldhealthorganization.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/d/8EFFF059E13C16022540EF23F30FEDED/6194DA9EFD0BAF37EBAD456BEB5F1DD6
https://worldhealthorganization.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/d/8EFFF059E13C16022540EF23F30FEDED/6194DA9EFD0BAF37EBAD456BEB5F1DD6
https://www.who.int/data/gho/publications/world-health-statistics
https://www.who.int/data/stories/the-true-death-toll-of-covid-19-estimating-global-excess-mortality
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-05-2021-who-and-switzerland-launch-global-biohub-for-pathogen-storage-sharing-and-analysis
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-05-2021-who-and-switzerland-launch-global-biohub-for-pathogen-storage-sharing-and-analysis

enhance the rapid sharing of viruses and other pathogens between laboratories and
partners globally.

Based in Spiez, Switzerland, the facility will serve as a centre for the safe receipt,
sequencing, storage and preparation of biological materials for distribution to other
laboratories, in order to inform risk assessments, and sustain global preparedness
against these pathogens.
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Fighting infection with information

World Health Organization, Microsoft and Avanade join forces to develop a World Health
Data Hub

Data fragmentation and gaps aren’t new, but COVID-19 has highlighted the urgent need
for swift action to address these persistent challenges. In response, WHO has partnered
with private sector organizations to build innovative, sustainable solutions that address
pain points in countries and accelerate progress towards the health-related Sustainable
Development Goals and WHO's Triple Billion targets on healthier populations, universal
health coverage and health emergencies protection.
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Preventing the next human influenza pandemic: Celebrating 10 years
of the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework

Influenza pandemics have killed, and will again kill, millions of people. It's estimated
that the Influenza pandemic of 1918 infected one-third of the Earth’s population, and
led to between 20 and 40 million deaths before it subsided in 1920. One million people
around the world died in a 1957 influenza outbreak and another 1 to 3 million lives were
lost to the same disease in 1968. In 2003, A(H5N1) or so-called Avian Influenza,
highlighted how a novel virus could pass from animals to humans putting the world on
high alert. The 2009 A(H1N1) pandemic spread to over 214 countries and territories or
communities, resulting in tens of millions of cases and an estimated 151,700 to 575,400
deaths in just the first year. COVID-19 has been a stark reminder of the dangers of
viral pandemics.

On 24 May 2021, it will be ten years since WHO Member States reached consensus on
a pioneering approach to enhancing global preparedness for an equitable response to
pandemic influenza: the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Framework. As we
approach this milestone, we look back on some of our greatest achievements.

INFEVIA DI NIYERINRRES (PIP) FE 10 £

A2 DIVI YD) TV O, AIERAABDALDIEEL, FFRBUMED RSN EEX
RIFNUEROER Ao 1918 FDA > TILT I HDOXFITCIE, fER EDALD 3 95D 1 HiRes
L. 1920 €E(CHRE T BETIC 2,000 FADS 4,000 FADFEEE L LTz SHESNTVET,
1957 FE(CRE LA > TILI Y TEERHPT 100 FANFELL. 1968 E(CIFES(C 100
~300 A AD@mhkhHhNE L.

2003 FE(CREL A(HENL), WHDBEA> TILIIHE. FEDA LN EH S ARIC
BRTDCERZFSEDICL. HENERRBRER I ECRDELUE,

2009 D A(HIN1)/ S FSwo(d, 214 MUEQE EMg, SIS END, B0
1 ERI T TR ADEE &, 151,700~575,400 ADTEENH = EHEESNTLES, COVID-
19 (&, DAILRICKB/IOF=vonEREZF>ED EBULHESETINE L,



https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-preventing-the-next-human-influenza-pandemic-celebrating-10-years-of-the-pandemic-influenza-preparedness-framework
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-preventing-the-next-human-influenza-pandemic-celebrating-10-years-of-the-pandemic-influenza-preparedness-framework
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IOAC statement at the Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly, 25
May 2021

In keeping with the IOAC mandate to provide oversight on WHO'’s work in outbreaks
and emergencies, the Committee also assessed annual progress in WHO health
emergency management, the transformation agenda and WHE programmatic areas,
measuring it against the key performance indicators in our monitoring framework. An
updated list of IOAC recommendations, and a summary of progress from May 2016
through to the end of April 2021, has been published on the IOAC website.

Overall, the IOAC is satisfied with the achievements made, and impressed by the
Secretariat’'s continuous efforts to implement the IOAC recommendations. IOAC
recognizes that Dr Tedros is committed to implementing our recommendations. Indeed,
some of the recommendations issued in this report, are already being implemented as
we speak.

56 74 Dt RRERRUCH T I MU ES DR

SEEDOHFURBES(CH VT, @EBH T OIS LM ER - 35MEEx (I0AC) DERER

NS TOREEMREREINE U,

(FERET)

cBE <O, LED1—. PERA NMCKD. )TV IONDEREMGICHITDIF Y
T EFRMBESMNIIRD TS,

- STTWHO Z#{EIDEEBIC, EREATFHICEDETRREZERNT D, — AR EROTHR
WBISE(CEE T DIEHICKIERRMZE T INREHFTHD.

- WHO " Z2DfuatdEnii s D, 194 ONRED=RY ND—0%ZDRE, HEITEEZEE
BT B ENTEDLSICURITNIEIRSIRLN,

- {H5R(E WHO (CIBEtZE RO TULDN. ZOBENZERZIEHICIE. WHO (F/I\FZvIDF
b5 & X3 SRR T B b [CIMBTRMER & EIR TREE SN TULVRIFNUIFIR SR,

- IOAC (F493KE WHO IEBEEFEINTLD EEZ DM, NEEE/(— h—(& HRFPD
AR DERZFD EVDEEIR WHO IRIZT (T (E. TNENDOERIIERZSRTNE
R, JO0—/ULNLRE. £SICHBOSEETHD



https://www.who.int/news/item/25-05-2021-ioac-statement-at-the-seventy-fourth-world-health-assembly-25-may-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-05-2021-ioac-statement-at-the-seventy-fourth-world-health-assembly-25-may-2021

202145 H 31 H

Kangaroo mother care started immediately after birth critical for
saving lives, new research shows

Immediate kangaroo mother care for preterm and low birthweight babies requires
dedicated Mother-Newborn Intensive Care Units

- Kangaroo mother care, which involves skin-to-skin contact and exclusive
breastfeeding, significantly improves a premature or low birthweight baby’s chances of
survival

- Starting kangaroo mother care immediately after birth has the potential to save up
to 150,000 more lives each year, compared with the current recommendation of
starting it only once a baby is stable

- Mother-Newborn Intensive Care Units (ICUs) will be critical to support the mother,
or a surrogate, in providing this immediate, ongoing skin-to-skin contact from birth.

The results of a new clinical trial published today in the New England Journal of
Medicine, show that immediate kangaroo mother care, which involves skin-to-skin
contact with the mother and exclusive breastfeeding, started as soon as a preterm or
low birthweight baby is born, dramatically improves survival.
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