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Update from the Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly — 27 May
2021

e New resolutions on diabetes, health for people with disabilities; malaria; oral health

e Decisions on eye care; HIV, Hepatitis and STIs; neglected tropical diseases,
noncommunicable diseases

e WHO programme budget approved 2022-2023
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Update from the Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly — 28 May
2021

¢ New resolutions on the health and care workforce and strategic directions for nursing
and midwifery

e Decisions on patient safety; health, environment and climate change; chemicals
management; coordination of work on noncommunicable diseases

e Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Wellbeing for All

e Prevention of sexual exploitation, abuse and harassment
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Update from the Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly — 29 May
2021

New resolutions on:

e Local production of medicines
« Ending violence against children

o Addressing social determinants of health
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WHO supports people quitting tobacco to reduce their risk of severe
COVID-19

e WHO Director-General Special Awards for World No Tobacco Day announced: Minister

of Health India and University of Bath for exceptional achievement in tobacco control.
e Smokers face a 40 — 50% higher risk of developing severe disease and death from
COVID-19.
e WHO partners with Viber, WhatsApp, FB Messenger, WeChat and Al company Soul

Machines to reach billions with free digital quitting tobacco aids.
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The Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly closes

More than 30 resolutions and decisions were adopted at this year's World Health Assembly in
different areas of public health: decisions on diabetes, disabilities, ending violence against
children, eye care, HIV, hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, local production of medicines,
malaria, neglected tropical diseases, noncommunicable diseases, nursing and midwifery, oral
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health, social determinants of health and strategic directions for the health and care workforce.
In his closing remarks, WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus reminded
delegates that the theme of this Assembly was “Ending this pandemic, preventing the next:
building together a healthier, safer and fairer world”
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Voice, agency, empowerment

Social participation is an important means for governments to develop responsive health policies
and programmes, which are more likely to be implemented by a broad stakeholder group. It is at
the heart of the inclusive governance needed for countries to stake their individual paths towards
Universal Health Coverage while ensuring that no one is left behind.

As simple as it may seem in theory, it is a complex undertaking in practice, one which policy-
makers struggle with. The Handbook on Social Participation for UHC is thus designed to provide
practical guidance, anchored in conceptual clarifications, on strengthening meaningful
government engagement with the population, communities, and civil society for national health
policy-making. It draws on best practices and lessons learned to support government institutions
in setting up, fine-tuning, improving, and institutionalizing new or existing participatory health
governance mechanisms.
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New US$50 billion health, trade and finance roadmap to end the
pandemic and secure a global recovery

- Heads of International Monetary Fund (IMT), World Bank Group (WB), World Health
Organization (WHO) and World Trade Organization (WTO) issue extraordinary call for financing
actions by government leaders to accelerate end to COVID-19 pandemic.

+ IMF, WB, WHO and WTO principals call for US$50 billion investment to generate US$9 trillion
in global economic returns by 2025 and boost manufacturing capacity, supply, trade flows and the
equitable distribution of diagnostics, oxygen, treatments, medical supplies and vaccines.

- Call to action by this quadrilateral grouping comes at a perilous point in the pandemic and as
the historic World Health Assembly concludes, G7 meetings commence, and follows the G20
Global Health Summit.

- Doses need to be donated immediately to developing countries, synchronized with national
vaccine deployment plans, including through COVAX, which is co-led by CEPI, Gavi and WHO,
alongside key delivery partner UNICEF.
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WHO validates Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use and
1ssues interim policy recommendations

WHO today validated the Sinovac-CoronaVac COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use, giving
countries, funders, procuring agencies and communities the assurance that it meets international
standards for safety, efficacy and manufacturing. The vaccine is produced by the Beijing-based
pharmaceutical company Sinovac.
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Online Course: Climate Change Negotiations and Health

Climate change is resulting in poorer health outcomes, increasing mortality and is a driver of
health inequities. However, health is well placed to be a significant part of the solution, For
example, the positive health impacts from stronger climate change action can motivate stronger
global ambition; health systems which are resilient to climate change can help protect their
populations from the negative impacts; and a green and health recovery from COVID-19 can can
make a substantial contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions while strengthening our
resilience to health shocks.

The course provides clear, concise, and up-to-date information for anybody interested in
addressing the health risks arising from climate change. The course is self-paced and includes a
series of self-standing interactive lessons with different activities, exercises, case studies and
videos, as well as links to other useful resources. Upon successful completion of the course,
participants can receive a certificate of completion.
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WHO and European Union’s funded Health and Care Cluster
collaborating on Digital and Assistive Technologies for Ageing
webinar series

WHO launched the Digital and Assistive Technologies for Ageing (DATA) to encourage the
development, synthesis, and use of solutions that promote access to affordable, quality, digital
and assistive technologies for people with impairment or decline in physical or mental capacity,
with a particular focus on older people. Within WHO, DATA brings together perspectives from a
number of different departments; including Ageing and Life Course, Digital Health and Innovation,
Health Systems and Service Provision, and Health Products, and Policy and Standards.
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WHO joins the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration on World
Environment Day

On the occasion of World Environment Day 2021, WHO has joined the UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration, a partnership aimed at preventing, halting and reversing the degradation of our
ecosystems and the diversity of life they sustain.

WHO has joined the partnership as a collaborating agency, along with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) and a large number of partners.
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Revised scope and direction for the Smart Vaccination Certificate and
WHO'’s role in the Global Health Trust Framework
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Given this recommendation from the IHR Emergency Committee meeting, the Smart Vaccination
Certificate Secretariat has expanded the scope of the initiative to develop guidance that includes
SARS-CoV-2 testing and COVID-19 recovery status. Accordingly, the Smart Vaccination
Certificate specification will be renamed as the “Digital Documentation of COVID-19 Certificates
(DDCC)” specification. The resulting guidance will be published in a series of three separate
documents, which will guide Member States on how to digitally document COVID-19 vaccination
status, SARS-CoV-2 test results, and COVID-19 recovery status. These guidance documents will
include critical components such as the minimum datasets, expected functionality of digital
systems, and preferred terminology code systems.
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Health economic assessment tool (HEAT) for walking and for cycling

This methodology and user guide will be of key interest to professionals at both national and local
levels: transport planners, traffic engineers, and special interest groups working on transport,
walking, cycling or the environment, as well as health economists, physical activity experts and
health promotion experts.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/health-economic-assessment-tool-(heat)-for-walking-and-for-cycling
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WHO Quality assurance policy for the procurement of essential
medicines and other health products

The procurement of essential medicines and other health products is a critical function in support
of the effective discharge of WHO’s mandate, and WHO values the importance of the quality of
essential medicines and health products that are supplied to countries. The first World Health
Assembly in 1948 recognized the need to establish a procurement service at WHO, and
recommended setting up an office “to give advice on the procurement of essential drugs,
biological products and other medical supplies”.

This WHO Quality Assurance Policy for the Procurement of Essential Medicines and other Health
Products (the Policy) sets out the principles and requirements regulating WHO procurement of
essential medicines and health products, including a set of clear and transparent criteria on which
potential sources and suppliers are selected and engaged.
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Global Launch: Tracking SDG7: The Energy Progress Report

According to the new Energy Progress Report, close to 3 billion people have no access to clean
cooking solutions, mainly in Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Without urgent attention to this issue,
only 72% of the global population will have access to clean cooking fuels and technologies by
2030. Exposure to household air pollution will continue to contribute to millions of deaths from
noncommunicable diseases, pneumonia and covid19.

The Energy Progress Report aims to provide the international community with a global dashboard
to register progress on energy access, energy efficiency, renewable energy and international
cooperation to advance SDG 7. It assesses the progress made by each country on these four
pillars and provides a snapshot of how far we are from achieving the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) targets. WHO is one of the custodian agencies of the report and is
responsible to report on the proportion of population with primary reliance on clean fuels and
technology.

SDG7 IRIIF—EESHRES

CDIEEF. SDG7 ZHEE T D2HIC, I;i’)l/:ﬁ—@ﬂ}fﬁ TRIVF—E, BERREIRIL
F—. ERBHOESIKRZERT DHAHLBOESHR AT LAZIEMI D EZBNEL TV



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240023789
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240023789
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-06-2021-global-launch-tracking-sdg7-the-energy-progress-report

FI., COWMEECTE. FENINSD 4 DDIFEICDNT EDKDIREBIRIL(Cdp D hE 5T
U. 2030 SETOIFFOEERMFAEBERZE (SDGs) DESEMK(CHEITTEIRFR TR ZREH L
TWET,

SEIDIHEET(E. T —2RMRENTERV 30 BAIEL D7 T HEEOIRILF—DFIA
FEOWEFNIDRENSGDELTVET,

(f&%) SDG7 : THRILF—ZEHARRIC. TLTHUYU—>I(C (Ensure access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable and modern energy for all)

202146 H8 H

WHO steps up action to improve food safety and protect people from
disease

Every year 600 million cases of foodborne ilinesses are reported. In 2010, 420 000 people died
due to such diseases as salmonella and E.coli infection, a third of them children under five years
of age. It is estimated that this figure is increasing year after year, but it is difficult to get a clear
picture of the real impact foodborne diseases are having around the world.

To address this problem the World Health Organization has developed a handbook to help
countries measure their foodborne disease burden and identify food safety system needs and
data gaps so they can strengthen national infrastructure and better protect people’s health.
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New Policy Action Paper highlights feasible policy interventions for
addressing the under representation of women in global health and
care leadership

Women comprise almost 70% of the global health and care workforce but hold only 25% of senior
leadership positions. A new WHO Policy Action Paper Closing the leadership gap: gender equity
and leadership in the global health and care workforce launched on 8th June 2021 by the WHO'’s
Global Health Workforce Network’s Gender Equity Hub, which is co-chaired by WHO and Women
in Global Health. The Policy Action Paper explores the current status of women in leadership in
the health and care sector, which employs millions of women worldwide, and the negative impact


https://www.who.int/news/item/07-06-2021-who-steps-up-action-to-improve-food-safety-and-protect-people-from-disease
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for women and health systems of their underrepresentation in leadership. The Policy Action Paper
contributes insights into women’s leadership in health and care and policy interventions to ensure
more gender equitable and representative leadership.
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Council on the Economics of Health For All issues brief on equitable
health innovation

The WHO Council on the Economics of Health for All, which comprises leading economists and
health experts from across the globe, today called on governments, the scientific and medical
community and private sector leaders to re-design the health innovation ecosystem toward
delivering health technologies for the common good.

In the Council’s first brief, its members called on the public and private sectors to work
collaboratively to deliver needed vaccines, therapeutics, diagnostics, and other essential health
supplies that are available equitably to those who can benefit.
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Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance System
(GLASS) Report: 2021

Since its launch, GLASS has expanded in scope and coverage and as of May 2021, 109 countries


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025905
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-06-2021-council-on-the-economics-of-health-for-all-issues-brief-on-equitable-health-innovation
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-06-2021-council-on-the-economics-of-health-for-all-issues-brief-on-equitable-health-innovation
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027336
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027336

and territories worldwide have enrolled in GLASS. A key new component in GLASS is the
inclusion of antimicrobial consumption (AMC) surveillance at the national level highlighted in this
fourth GLASS report.

The fourth GLASS report summarizes the 2019 data reported to WHO in 2020. It includes data
on AMC surveillance from 15 countries and AMR data on 3 106 602 laboratory-confirmed
infections reported by 24 803 surveillance sites in 70 countries, compared to the 507 923
infections and 729 surveillance sites reporting to the first data call in 2017.

The report also describes developments over the past years of GLASS and other AMR
surveillance programmes led by WHO, including resistance to anti-human immunodeficiency
virus and anti-tuberculosis medicines, antimalarial drug efficacy.
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Countries reaffirm commitment to ending polio at launch of new
eradication strategy

Today, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) will launch the Polio Eradication Strategy
2022-2026: Delivering on a Promise at a virtual event, to overcome the remaining challenges to
ending polio, including setbacks caused by COVID-19. While polio cases have fallen 99.9%
since 1988, polio remains a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) and
persistent barriers to reaching every child with polio vaccines and the pandemic have
contributed to an increase in polio cases. Last year, 1226 cases of all forms of polio were
recorded compared to 138 in 2018.

In 2020, the GPEI paused polio door-to-door campaigns for four months to protect communities
from the spread of COVID-19 and contributed up to 30,000 programme staff and over $100
million in polio resources to support pandemic response in almost 50 countries.
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New WHO guidance seeks to put an end to human rights violations
1n mental health care

Mental health care recommended in the new guidance should be located in the community and
should not only encompass mental health care but also support for day-to-day living, such as
facilitating access to accommodation and links with education and employment services.
WHO'’s new “Guidance on community mental health services: promoting person-centred and
rights-based approaches” further affirms that mental health care must be grounded in a human
rights-based approach, as recommended by the WHO Comprehensive Mental Health Action
Plan 2020-2030 endorsed by the World Health Assembly in May 2021.
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Statement for healthcare professionals: How COVID-19 vaccines are
regulated for safety and effectiveness

This joint International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA)* and WHO
statement aims to help healthcare professionals answer questions about the role of regulators
in the oversight of COVID-19 vaccines. It explains how vaccines undergo robust scientific
evaluation to determine their safety, efficacy and quality and how safety is closely and
continually monitored after approval.


https://www.who.int/news/item/10-06-2021-new-who-guidance-seeks-to-put-an-end-to-human-rights-violations-in-mental-health-care
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https://www.who.int/news/item/11-06-2021-statement-for-healthcare-professionals-how-covid-19-vaccines-are-regulated-for-safety-and-effectiveness
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The ACT Accelerator partnership welcomes commitment of 870
million vaccine doses and calls for more investment in all tools to
end the pandemic

- G7 leaders donate 870 million vaccine doses for low and low-middle income countries over
the next year, vital for reducing virus transmission.

- G7 leaders emphasize the importance of all ACT-Accelerator tools to exit the pandemic.

- ACT-Accelerator’ s funding gap remains significant with an urgent need for funding of tests,
treatments and health systems to ensure an end to the pandemic everywhere.

- WHO Director General warns of increasing divide in equity to crucial COVID-19 tools.

- Total funding committed to the ACT-Accelerator partnership remains US$ 15.1 billion with a
gap of over US$16 billion.
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New HIV/AIDS political declaration seeks to end inequalities and
get on track to end AIDS by 2030

Member States at the High-Level Meeting on HIV and AIDS adopted a Political Declaration in
order to get the world on track to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.
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26 International experts to kickstart the One Health High Level
Expert Panel (OHHLEP)

Recognizing the complex and multidisciplinary issues raised by the interface of human, animal
and ecosystem health (“One Health”) that require enhanced coordination and collaboration
among sectors and agencies, nationally and internationally, the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Health Organization (WHO) (the “Partners”)
launched on 29 March 2021 a joint call for expression of interest to constitute a One Health
High Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP).
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WHO benchmarks for the training of acupuncture

In 1999, WHO published the Guidelines on basic training and safety in acupuncture. However,
various backgrounds of acupuncture service providers were addressed inadequately in this
document, and there is a lack of a defined career pathway for acupuncture providers. This
updated benchmark document aims to reduce the gaps by setting up required leaning modules
for each category of acupuncture service providers at different levels, so that individual
practices and practitioners can be compared, evaluated and accredited.
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WHO benchmarks for the training of tuina

In 2010, WHO published the Benchmarks for training in tuina. However, various backgrounds of
tuina service providers were addressed inadequately in this document, and there is a lack of a
defined career pathway for tuina providers. This updated benchmark document aims to reduce
the gaps by setting up required leaning modules for each category of tuina service providers at
different levels, so that individual practices and practitioners can be compared, evaluated and
accredited.
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Young people and COVID-19: Behavioural considerations for
promoting safe behaviours

In the context of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic response, WHO identifies young
people as a priority target audience with specific concerns, experiences and behaviours. This
policy brief provides relevant insights from behavioural evidence and a set of behavioural
considerations for those promoting COVID-19 preventive behaviours among young people.
Designers of programmes and initiatives targeting youth may find it helpful to refer to the youth-
specific barriers and drivers identified in this policy brief and to prioritize these for testing when
planning initiatives targeted at young people.
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Soaring e-waste affects the health of millions of children, WHO warns

First WHO report on e-waste and child health calls for more effective and binding action to protect
children from growing health threat

Effective and binding action is urgently required to protect the millions of children, adolescents
and expectant mothers worldwide whose health is jeopardized by the informal processing of
discarded electrical or electronic devices according to a new ground-breaking report from the
World Health Organization: Children and Digital Dumpsites.
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Caesarean section rates continue to rise, amid growing inequalities 1n
access: WHO

According to new research from the World Health Organization (WHO), caesarean section use
continues to rise globally, now accounting for more than 1 in 5 (21%) of all childbirths. This number
is set to continue increasing over the coming decade, with nearly a third (29%) of all births likely
to take place by caesarean section by 2030, the research finds.

While a caesarean section can be an essential and lifesaving surgery, it can put women and
babies at unnecessary risk of short- and long-term health problems if performed when there is
not medical need.
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One in 100 deaths is by suicide

WHO guidance to help the world reach the target of reducing suicide rate by 1/3 by 2030
Suicide remains one of the leading causes of death worldwide, according to WHO’s latest
estimates, published today in “Suicide worldwide in 2019”. Every year, more people die as a result
of suicide than HIV, malaria or breast cancer — or war and homicide. In 2019, more than 700 000
people died by suicide: one in every 100 deaths, prompting WHO to produce new guidance to
help countries improve suicide prevention and care.
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WHO releases new global lists of high-burden countries for TB, HIV-
associated TB and drug-resistant TB

The World Health Organization (WHO) today released updated global lists of high burden
countries for tuberculosis (TB), HIV-associated TB and multidrug/rifampicin-resistant TB
(MDR/RR-TB). The new lists are for 2021-2025 and replace those previously used between 2016
and 2020.

The lists provide a focus for global action on TB, HIV-associated TB and drug-resistant TB in the
countries where progress is most needed to achieve the targets set in WHO’s End TB Strategy,
the political declaration of the United Nations (UN) high-level meeting on TB held in 2018 and the
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).
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WHO supporting South African consortium to establish first COVID
mRNA vaccine technology transfer hub

The World Health Organization (WHO) and its COVAX partners are working with a South African
consortium comprising Biovac, Afrigen Biologics and Vaccines, a network of universities and the
Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to establish its first COVID mRNA
vaccine technology transfer hub.

The move follows WHO’s global call for Expression of Interest (EOI) on 16 April 2021 to
establish COVID mRNA vaccine technology transfer hubs to scale up production and access to
COVID vaccines. Over the coming weeks, the partners will negotiate details with the Government
of South Africa and public and private partners inside the country and from around the world.
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WHO launches mobile application for Yoga

Today, WHO in collaboration with the Government of India, is launching WHO mYoga - a yoga
app to help people stay active and healthy. The app is safe and secure, and does not collect any
data from users. It is available for free download on Android devices, and Apple devices.
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UNESCO and WHO urge countries to make every school a health-
promoting school

UNESCO and the World Health Organization today launched the Global Standards for Health-
promoting Schools, a resource package for schools to improve the health and well-being of 1.9
billion school-aged children and adolescents. The closure of many schools around the world
during the COVID-19 pandemic has caused severe disruptions to education. An estimated 365
million primary school students went without school meals and significantly increased rates of
stress, anxiety and other mental health issues.
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Directors General of WHO, WIPO and the WTO agree on intensified
cooperation in support of access to medical technologies worldwide to
tackle the COVID-19 pandemic

On June 15, 2021, we, the Directors General of WHO, WIPO and the WTO, met in a spirit of
cooperation and solidarity to map out further collaboration to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic and

the pressing global challenges at the intersection of public health, intellectual property and trade.
Acutely conscious of our shared responsibility to communities across the world as they confront
a health crisis of unprecedented severity and scale, we pledged to bring the full extent of the
expertise and resources of our respective institutions to bear in ending the COVID-19 pandemic
and improving the health and well-being of all people, everywhere around the globe.
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At Local Production Forum, WHO and partners highlight key steps
to improve access to health technologies

The first WHO World Local Production Forum ended today after five days of discussions centered
on promoting quality and sustainable local production to improve access to medicines and other
health technologies.

- Delegates from over 100 countries, international partners, civil society groups, industry


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025073
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associations, and major investors joined WHO, WTO, UNIDO, UNICEF and UNCTAD to highlight
the challenges facing local production and the steps required to address them, as well as the
range of opportunities for the sector.

Looking ahead, the Forum will provide a platform to drive forward efforts to support and
enhance local production of health products in low- and middle-income countries.
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Putting people first in managing their health: new WHO guideline on
self-care interventions

The World Health Organization (WHO) has today released new guidance which recognize how
people can actively take decisions for their own health and the health of their loved ones. The
new WHO Consolidated Guideline on Self-Care Interventions for Health provides evidence-based
recommendations on specific self-care interventions that can help to ensure quality health and
well-being, and to promote and protect human rights.
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Demystifying digital health to improve family planning

“Family planning services are not always prioritized in digitalization — but when the process is
clear and transparent it's much easier to understand how health information or commodities
connects to a broader spectrum of quality of care,” explained Mary Lyn Gaffield, Scientist in the


https://www.who.int/news/item/23-06-2021-putting-people-first-in-managing-their-health-new-who-guideline-on-self-care-interventions
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https://www.who.int/news/item/24-06-2021-demystifying-digital-health-to-improve-family-planning

World Health Organization (WHO) Department of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Research,
including the United Nations Special Programme HRP.

Enter the Digital Adaptation Kit (DAK) for Family Planning: a new tool for countries implementing
WHO contraception and family planning recommendations in their digital systems.
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WHO guideline on school health services

This first WHO qguideline on school health services helps to fill that gap, with a strong
recommendation for the implementation of comprehensive school health services.
This recommendation comes at a unique time in history, when COVID-19 has put so sharply in
the spotlight the vital link between health and education.
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WHO country presence in small island developing states (SIDS)

SIDS face unique social, economic and environmental challenges. Due to their remote


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240029392
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240029392
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-country-presence-in-small-island-developing-states
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-country-presence-in-small-island-developing-states

geography, many SIDS face high import and export trade costs as well as irregular international
traffic volumes, while relying on external markets for many goods. Most of their natural resources
come from the ocean. SIDS are particularly vulnerable to climate change, land degradation and
biodiversity loss owing to their vulnerability to exogenous shocks and fragile land and marine
ecosystems. Their remoteness and small population sizes mean high transportation costs and
limited opportunity to develop economies of scale in international markets.

This document provides a quick overview of health sector information and WHO’s presence in
SIDS for 2019-20. The information in this document is presented in the specific context of the
Thirteenth General Programme of Work of the WHO (GPW 13), with a special section on COVID-
19.
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WHO issues first global report on Artificial Intelligence (Al) in health
and six guiding principles for its design and use

Artificial Intelligence (Al) holds great promise for improving the delivery of healthcare and
medicine worldwide, but only if ethics and human rights are put at the heart of its design,
deployment, and use, according to new WHO guidance published today.
The report, Ethics and governance of artificial intelligence for health, is the result of 2 years of
consultations held by a panel of international experts appointed by WHO.
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The future we expect: women’s health and gender equality

The World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Special Programme HRP and the
United Nations University International Institute for Global Health (UNU-1IGH) in partnership with
the British Medical Journal (BMJ), have today released a special series of papers on “Women’s
Health and Gender Inequalities.”

The series celebrates and interrogates collective progress towards making the 1995 Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action on Women a reality for all women and girls everywhere, in all
their diversity. It launches the week of the Generation Equality Forum’s closing meeting, the
largest global feminist gathering in more than 25 years.
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WHO releases first-ever global guidance for country validation of
viral hepatitis B and C elimination

New WHO Guidance for country validation of viral hepatitis B and C elimination is released during
a joint EASL-CDC-ECDC and WHO symposium “Viral Hepatitis Elimination — Assessing the
progress in 2021” at the EASL International Liver Congress 2021. This represents the first-ever
global guidance for countries seeking to validate elimination of hepatitis B virus (HBV) and/or
hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection as a public health problem.
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