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WHO Director-General praises bravery of health workers
during visit to eastern Democratic Republic of Congo
following fatal attacks on Ebola responders

World Health Organization Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus today visited
health workers affected by recent armed attacks on Ebola response staff that killed four
outbreak responders and injured seven others in the eastern Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC). Dr Tedros called for improved security in the region to protect health workers
trying to contain Ebola.

“I came here today to stand side by side with you, my sisters and brothers, and commend
you all for your compassion and bravery in this most trying of times,” said Dr Tedros during
a visit to Goma, the capital of North Kivu province. “You have put your lives on the line to
protect the health and wellbeing of others.”
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WHO launches Online Training on Climate and Health in the UN
climate neqgotiations

In preparation of the COP25 UN Climate Negotiations, to be held in Madrid from December
1to 13, the World Health Organization (WHO) has launched an online training course

entitled “Climate Negotiations for Health Professionals”.

The course is structured to give participants a good understanding of the UN climate
change negotiations and the main topics being discussed at COP25 and beyond, as well as

how to include the health aspects of climate change in the UN climate negotiations. This
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course is addressed to health professionals or health experts who are attending the climate
negotiations, to interested health advocates, and to the general public interested to follow
or participate in the COP.
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5 Key Actions for COP25 to Bolster Global Health

The 25™ UN Climate Conference (COP25) will be a key moment to finalize the rulebook for
the Paris Agreement on climate change. It will have a strong focus on increasing

climate ambition, strengthening the implementation of climate policy, and dealing with
the climate change impacts the world is already experiencing.

The World Health Organization and the global health community call on governments,
businesses, institutions and financial actors to deliver an ambitious COP, and recommend
5 key actions that will both increase climate ambition and protect our health.

*Commit to save lives, cut carbon emissions and clean air

*Commit to invest in climate action, public health and sustainable developmentPlace health
at the heart of the Paris Agreement

Place health at the heart of the Paris Agreement

*Implement and monitor national policies that protect the health of your citizens from
climate change

Evaluate and promote the health co-benefits from climate action
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Climate risks to health are growing but prioritized funding
lacking to safequard human health from climate change

Safeguarding human health from climate change impacts is more urgent than ever, yet
most countries are not acting fully on their own plans to achieve this, according to the first
global snapshot of progress on climate change and health. The new report draws on data
from 101 countries surveyed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and reported in
the 2018 WHO Health and Climate Change Survey Report.

Countries are increasingly prioritising climate change and health, with half of the countries
surveyed having developed a national health and climate change strategy or plan.
Worryingly, only about 38% have finances in place to even partially implement their
national strategy of plan, and fewer than 10% channelling resources to implement it

completely.
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More pregnant women and children protected from malaria, but
accelerated efforts and funding needed to reinvigorate global
response, WHO report shows

The number of pregnant women and children in sub-Saharan Africa sleeping under
insecticide-treated bed nets and benefiting from preventive medicine for malaria has
increased significantly in recent years, according to the World Health Organization’s World
malaria report 2019.

However, accelerated efforts are needed to reduce infections and deaths in the hardest-hit
countries, as progress stalls. Last year, malaria afflicted 228 million people and killed an
estimated 405 000, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa.

Pregnancy reduces a woman’s immunity to malaria, making her more susceptible to
infection and at greater risk of illness, severe anaemia and death. Maternal malaria also
interferes with the growth of the fetus, increasing the risk of premature delivery and low
birth weight — a leading cause of child mortality.
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More than 140,000 die from measles as cases surge worldwide

Infants and young children most at risk of fatal complications, health agencies warn

Worldwide more than 140,000 people died from measles in 2018, according to new
estimates from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United States Centers for
Diseases Control and Prevention (CDC). These deaths occurred as measles cases surged
globally, amidst devastating outbreaks in all regions.
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Most deaths were among children under 5 years of age. Babies and very young children
are at greatest risk from measles infections, with potential complications including
pneumonia and encephalitis (a swelling of the brain), as well as lifelong disability -

permanent brain damage, blindness or hearing loss.

Recently published evidence shows that contracting the measles virus can have further
long-term health impacts, with the virus damaging the immune system’s memory for
months or even years following infection. This ‘immune amnesia’ leaves survivors
vulnerable to other potentially deadly diseases, like influenza or severe diarrhoea, by

harming the body’s immune defenses.
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More complex foodborne disease outbreaks require new
technologies, greater transparency

Global conference on food safety meets in Abu Dhabi, calls for stronger steps to protect
people’s health

The Second Global Meeting of the International Food Safety Authorities Network
(INFOSAN) is being held 9-11 December in Abu Dhabi. The event is being organized by
the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), and hosted by the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority
(ADAFSA).

Unsafe food containing harmful bacteria, viruses, parasites or chemical substances, causes
more than 200 diseases — ranging from diarrhoea to cancers. An estimated 600 million —
almost 1 in 10 people in the world — fall ill after eating contaminated food and 420 000 die
every year. Children under 5 years of age carry 40% of the foodborne disease burden, with

125 000 deaths every year.

“Increasing numbers of ever more complex food-borne disease outbreaks are claiming lives,
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causing sickness and threatening future health and economies,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “Countries must invest in technologies that trace food
safety emergencies. They also must be transparent in sharing information on outbreaks to
prevent their cross-border spread and the risk to health they pose.”
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WHO gets new advice on curbing deadly noncommunicable
diseases

World leaders and health experts, today, handed 8 recommendations to WHO's
Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, that could save millions of
lives and promote mental health. The WHO Independent High-level Commission
on noncommunicable diseases was convened by Dr Tedros in October 2017 to
identify innovative ways to curb the world’s leading causes of death:
cardiovascular disease, cancers, diabetes, respiratory diseases and mental health
conditions.

The Commission highlighted that noncommunicable diseases still account for more
than 70% of deaths and stressed that, “progress against NCDs and mental health
conditions must be greatly accelerated if the 2030 Agenda is to succeed.” It also
noted that many countries face challenges and need more support to implement
solutions.
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WHO commemorates the 40th anniversary of smallpox
eradication

The World Health Organization commemorated the 40th anniversary of smallpox
eradication today, recognizing the historic moment on 9 December 1979 when the end of
smallpox was confirmed to have been eradicated. Five months later, in May 1980, the 33rd
World Health Assembly issued its official declaration that ‘the world and all its peoples have

won freedom from smallpox’.

Today’s commemoration kicks off a year-long campaign in which WHO and partners will
mark the eradication of smallpox and raise awareness about the need to continue the fight
against polio and other diseases and accelerate investments in global health security. A
smallpox eradication exhibition will be unveiled at the World Health Assembly in May 2020
and is expected to travel to other events, including the United Nations General Assembly in
New York.
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More than one in three low- and middle-income countries face
both extremes of malnutrition

Twin presence of obesity and undernutrition reflects shifts in food systems

A new approach is needed to help reduce undernutrition and obesity at the same time, as
the issues become increasingly connected due to rapid changes in countries’ food systems.
This is especially important in low- and middle-income countries, according to a new four-
paper report published in The Lancet. More than a third of such countries had overlapping
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forms of malnutrition (45 of 123 countries in the 1990s, and 48 of 126 countries in the 2010s),
particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, south Asia, and east Asia and the Pacific.

Globally, estimates suggest that almost 2.3 billion children and adults are overweight, and
more than 150 million children are stunted. However, in low- and middle-income countries
these emerging issues overlap in individuals, families, communities and countries. The new
report explores the trends behind this intersection — known as the double burden of
malnutrition — as well as the societal and food system changes that may be causing it, its
biological explanation and effects, and policy measures that may help address malnutrition
in all its forms.
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Side event on clean cooking at the COP25 meeting, 12 December
2019, Madrid

Over 3 billion people around the world still rely on polluting fuels and technology
combinations for cooking and the resulting household air pollution causing some 4 million
deaths per year. Such inefficient cooking is estimated to be responsible for around 25% of
black carbon emissions globally and a major cause of deforestation. Considering the
substantial benefits of scaling up clean cooking for health, climate, gender, and development
more broadly, a new Health and Energy Platform of Action has been launched by WHO,
UNDP, the World Bank and UN DESA to accelerate the transition to clean cooking.
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Keeping the promise to the women who will deliver universal
health coverage

Women have always played a vital leadership role in their communities as traditional
healers, keepers of medicinal recipes, carers of the sick and birth attendants. In many
traditional societies, they still do. But when medicine formalized, women had to fight their

way and that partly explains why, although women are 70% of health and social care

workers, they are clustered into lower status, low paid roles today.

This Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day is the first since the landmark September 2019
United Nations High Level Meeting on UHC when Heads of State and Government made
strong commitments to deliver UHC. And one of the most important promises made was to
address the gender inequities in the health and social workforce that disadvantage women
and limit their advance into leadership. Heads of State and Government agreed
unanimously that this has to change. And it has to change for three critical reasons:
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WHO prequalifies first biosimilar medicine to increase worldwide
access to life-saving breast cancer treatment

Today the World Health Organization (WHO) prequalified its first biosimilar medicine —
trastuzumab — in a move that could make this expensive, life-saving treatment more

affordable and available to women globally.
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Breast cancer is the most common form of cancer in women. 2.1 million women contracted
breast cancer in 2018. 630 000 of them died from the disease, many because of late
diagnosis and lack of access to affordable treatment.

Trastuzumab — a monoclonal antibody — was included in the WHO Essential Medicines List
in 2015 as an essential treatment for about 20% of breast cancers. It has shown high
efficacy in curing early stage breast cancer and in some cases more advanced forms of the
disease.

The global average cost of trastuzumab from originator companies is $20 000, a price that
puts it out of reach of many women and healthcare systems in most countries. The
biosimilar version of trastuzumab is generally 65% cheaper than the originator. With this
WHO listing, and more products expected in the prequalification pipeline, prices should
decrease even further.

The medicine, supplied by Samsung Bioepis NL B.V. (Netherlands), was assessed by
WHO and found comparable to the originator product in terms of efficacy, safety and
quality. That means it is eligible for procurement by United Nations agencies and for

national tenders.
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WHO launches new report on global tobacco use trends

Number of males using tobacco globally on the decline, showing that
government-led control efforts work to save lives, protect health, beat tobacco

For the first time, the World Health Organization projects that the number of males using


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-12-2019-who-launches-new-report-on-global-tobacco-use-trends

tobacco is on the decline, indicating a powerful shift in the global tobacco epidemic. The
findings, published today in a new WHO report, demonstrate how government-led action
can protect communities from tobacco, save lives and prevent people suffering tobacco-
related harm.
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Statement of the Twenty-Third IHR Emergency Committee
Regarding the International Spread of Poliovirus

The twenty-third meeting of the Emergency Committee under the International Health
Regulations (2005) (IHR) regarding the international spread of poliovirus was convened by
the Director General on 11 December 2019 at WHO headquarters with members, advisers
and invited Member States attending via teleconference, supported by the WHO secretariat.

The Committee unanimously agreed that the risk of international spread of poliovirus remains
a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) and recommended the
extension of Temporary Recommendations for a further three months. The committee
recognizes the concerns regarding the lengthy duration of the polio PHEIC, but concludes
that the current situation is extraordinary, with clear ongoing risk of international spread and
ongoing need for coordinated international response.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-12-2019-statement-o-the-twenty-third-ihr-emergency-committee-regarding-the-international-spread-of-poliovirus
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-12-2019-statement-o-the-twenty-third-ihr-emergency-committee-regarding-the-international-spread-of-poliovirus
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Drop in cholera cases worldwide, as key endemic countries
report gains in cholera control

The number of cholera cases decreased globally by 60% in 2018, the World Health
Organization (WHO) announced in a report that points to an encouraging trend in cholera
prevention and control in the world’s major cholera hotspots, including Haiti, Somalia and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
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Welcome to 2020 - the decade for disease elimination

As we enter 2020, I would like to express our appreciation for your continuing
support over the past year, and, more broadly, the past decade. The
implementation of our work at WHO would not have been possible without your
partnership and collaboration. It has been a decade of major scientific
breakthroughs, new political and financial commitments and remarkable country
achievements - saving and transforming millions of lives across the world.

While celebrating our many successes, we have encountered many challenges -
we still aren’t on track to achieve the 2020 and 2030 global elimination targets for
HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections (STIs). There continue to
be considerable inequities in access to health services across communities,
countries and regions; the quality of services in many communities do not meet
the standards necessary to maximize impact; and the weakness of broader health
systems and unpredictability of funds put into question the long-term
sustainability of many programmes.

As we look ahead, the next decade is the countdown to achieving the disease
elimination targets as outlined in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and the Global Health Sector Strategies on HIV, Viral Hepatitis and STIs. These
include eliminating AIDS, viral hepatitis and STIs as public health threats and
achieving universal health coverage by 2030.


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-12-2019-drop-in-cholera-cases-worldwide-as-key-endemic-countries-report-gains-in-cholera-control
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-12-2019-drop-in-cholera-cases-worldwide-as-key-endemic-countries-report-gains-in-cholera-control
https://extranet.who.int/iris/restricted/bitstream/handle/10665/330003/WER9448-eng-fre.pdf?ua=1
https://extranet.who.int/iris/restricted/bitstream/handle/10665/330003/WER9448-eng-fre.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/cholera/publications/global-roadmap/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/welcome-to-2020-the-decade-for-disease-elimination
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Global health bright spots 2019

Despite serious challenges, there’s been plenty of good global health news in 2019.
These are just a few of the brightest spots.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/releases

https://www.who.int/news-room/statements

https://www.who.int/news-room/notes



https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/global-health-bright-spots-2019
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-06-2019-new-multi-partner-trust-fund-launched-to-combat-antimicrobial-resistance-globally
https://www.who.int/news-room/releases
https://www.who.int/news-room/statements
https://www.who.int/news-room/notes

