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Statement on the second meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the outbreak

of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
The second meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General

under the International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005) regarding the outbreak of novel
coronavirus 2019 in the People’s Republic of China, with exportations to other countries, took
place on Thursday, 30 January 2020, from 13:30 to 18:35 Geneva time (CEST). The
Committee’s role is to give advice to the Director-General, who makes the final decision on the
determination of a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). The Committee
also provides public health advice or suggests formal Temporary Recommendations as
appropriate.

The Committee believes that it is still possible to interrupt virus spread, provided that countries
put in place strong measures to detect disease early, isolate and treat cases, trace

contacts, and promote social distancing measures commensurate with the risk. It is important
to note that as the situation continues to evolve, so will the strategic goals and measures to
prevent and reduce spread of the infection. The Committee agreed that the outbreak now
meets the criteria for a Public Health Emergency of International Concern and proposed the

following advice to be issued as Temporary Recommendations.
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WHO outlines steps to save 7 million lives from cancer
The World Health Organization (WHO) today spells out the need to step up cancer services in

low and middle-income countries. WHO warns that, if current trends continue, the world will
see a 60% increase in cancer cases over the next two decades. The greatest increase (an
estimated 81%) in new cases will occur in low- and middle-income countries, where survival
rates are currently lowest.

Yet, progress in poorer countries is achievable. WHO and the International Agency for
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Research on Cancer (IARC) are releasing two coordinated reports on World Cancer Day (4
February), in response to government calls for more research into the scope and potential

policies and programmes to improve cancer control.
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WHO Executive Board appoints directors for Africa and Europe
The WHO Executive Board, currently holding its 146th session in Geneva, has re-appointed

Dr Matshidiso Moeti for a second term as WHO Regional Director for Africa and Dr Hans
Kluge as Regional Director for Europe in his first term.
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Report of the Director-General, 146th Meeting of the Executive
Board

2019 was a year of unprecedented challenges, unprecedented achievements, and

unprecedented transformation.

It was a very rewarding year, and a very tough year, as we pushed hard to finalize the design
phase of transformation — which touched every corner of the organization — while fighting
emergencies, launching new initiatives and striving towards the “triple billion” targets. Allow

me to summarize some of last year’s key achievements according to each of those targets.
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E-cigarettes are harmful to health
Globally, there are 1.1 billion adult smokers, 60% of them want or intend to quit. Much has

been written and said about the potential of electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) such
as e-cigarettes to help tobacco users quit. While the evidence is still inconclusive, e-cigarettes
are often used along with one or more tobacco products. As this is the practice with many

ENDS users, the health effects of two or more products are combined.
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Unleashing Youth Power:A Decade of Accelerating Actions Towards

Zero Female Genital Mutilation
Joint statement by UNFPA Executive Director Dr Natalia Kanem, UNICEF Executive Director

Henrietta Fore and UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka and WHO
Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on the occasion of International Day of
Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation

“While significant progress in eliminating the practice has been made in the last 30 years,
approximately 200 million girls and women alive today have had their genitals mutilated. This

can lead to long-term physical, psychological and social consequences.
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Female Genital Mutilation Hurts Women and Economies
Treating female genital mutilation costs USD 1.4 billion per year globally: WHO

Female genital mutilation (FGM) exacts a crippling economic as well as human cost,
according to World Health Organization (WHO).

“FGM is not only a catastrophic abuse of human rights that significantly harms the physical
and mental health of millions of girls and women; it is also a drain on a country’s vital
economic resources,” said Dr lan Askew, Director of WHO’s Department of Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Research. “More investment is urgently needed to stop FGM and

end the suffering it inflicts.”
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US$675 million needed for new coronavirus preparedness and
response global plan
Urgent support needed to protect vulnerable countries from outbreak

To fight further spread of the new coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak in China and globally,
and protect states with weaker health systems, the international community has launched a
US$675 million preparedness and response plan covering the months of February through to
April 2020.
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WHO to accelerate research and innovation for new coronavirus
WHO is convening a global research and innovation forum to mobilize international action in

response to the new coronavirus (2019-nCoV).

"Harnessing the power of science is critical for bringing this outbreak under control," said WHO
Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. “There are questions we need answers
to, and tools we need developed as quickly as possible. WHO is playing an important
coordinating role by bringing the scientific community together to identify research priorities
and accelerate progress.”

The forum, to be held 11-12 February in Geneva, is organized in collaboration with the Global

Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness.
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Ministers to agree new global road safety agenda to 2030
Government ministers and senior officials from over 100 countries will meet in Stockholm,

Sweden from 19-20 February to discuss new steps to halve road traffic deaths and injuries by
2030, in line with global targets agreed in the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Road traffic injuries are now the leading cause of death for children and young adults aged 5

to 29 years, according to WHO’s most recent Global status report on road safety.
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Global status report on road safety 2018
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WHO and FIND formalize strategic collaboration to drive universal

access to essential diagnostics
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics

(FIND) announced today that a memorandum of understanding has been signed by the two
organizations to formalize a strategic collaboration that will strengthen diagnosis in resource-
poor countries by closing major diagnostic gaps at country level and bolstering disease
surveillance that will inform public health initiatives and enhance outbreak preparedness and

response.
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Statement on the meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee for Ebola virus
disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo on 12
February 2020

It was the unanimous view of the Committee that this event still constitutes a public health
emergency of international concern (PHEIC) under the IHR (2005).

The Committee acknowledged the revised risk assessment, which puts the risk now as high at
national and regional levels, and low at the global level.
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World experts and funders set priorities for COVID-19 research

Leading health experts from around the world have been meeting at the World Health
Organization’s Geneva headquarters to assess the current level of knowledge about the new
COVID-19 disease, identify gaps and work together to accelerate and fund priority research
needed to help stop this outbreak and prepare for any future outbreaks.

The 2-day forum was convened in line with the WHO R&D Blueprint — a strategy for
developing drugs and vaccines before epidemics, and accelerating research and development
while they are occurring.
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Four countries in the African region license vaccine in milestone for

Ebola prevention
The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Burundi, Ghana and Zambia have licensed an

Ebola vaccine, just 90 days after World Health Organization (WHO) prequalification.
Registration of the vaccine is expected in additional countries in the coming weeks.
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World Health Day - Support Nurses and Midwives

In this International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife, World Health Day 2020 will shine a
light on the vital role played by nurses and midwives in providing health care around the world,

and call for a strengthening of the nursing and midwifery workforce.

On 7 April, “dawn to dusk” advocacy events will be held around the world to mark World

Health Day. One of the main events will be the launch of the first ever State of the World’s
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Nursing Report 2020. The report will provide a global picture of the nursing workforce and
support evidence-based planning to optimize the contributions of this workforce to improve
health and wellbeing for all. The report will set the agenda for data collection, policy dialogue,
research and advocacy, and investment in the health workforce for generations to come. A

similar report on the Midwifery workforce will be launched in 2021.
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World failing to provide children with a healthy life and a climate
fit for their future: WHO-UNICEF-Lancet

As climate and commercial threats intensify, WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission
presses for radical rethink on child health

No single country is adequately protecting children’s health, their environment and
their futures, finds a landmark report released today by a Commission of over 40
child and adolescent health experts from around the world. The Commission was
convened by the World Health Organization (WHQ), UNICEF and The Lancet.

The report, A Future for the World’s Children?, finds that the health and future of
every child and adolescent worldwide is under immediate threat from ecological
degradation, climate change and exploitative marketing practices that push heavily
processed fast food, sugary drinks, alcohol and tobacco at children.

“Despite improvements in child and adolescent health over the past 20 years,
progress has stalled, and is set to reverse,” said former Prime Minister of New
Zealand and Co-Chair of the Commission, Helen Clark. “It has been estimated that
around 250 million children under five years old in low- and middle-income countries
are at risk of not reaching their developmental potential, based on proxy measures of
stunting and poverty. But of even greater concern, every child worldwide now faces
existential threats from climate change and commercial pressures.

“Countries need to overhaul their approach to child and adolescent health, to ensure
that we not only look after our children today but protect the world they will inherit
in the future,” she added.
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Polio eradication on United Nations Secretary General’s agenda
during Pakistan visit

The Secretary General of the United Nations Anténio Guterres today visited a kindergarten

school in Lahore during the first nationwide polio campaign of the year and vaccinated 3
students with the polio vaccine. More than 39 million children across the country are set to be

vaccinated during the February campaign.
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France pledges US$100 million (€90 million) for WHO Academy

France’s Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian, and Dr Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO today met at the Permanent Mission of
France to the United Nations in Geneva to discuss the WHO Academy, which will be the
world’s largest and most innovative lifelong learning platform in global health.

The discussion today follows a Declaration of Intent signed by Emmanuel Macron, President
of the French Republic and Dr Tedros on 11 June 2019, and a pledge by France in the amount
of US$ 100 million (€ 90 million) to WHO to support the creation of the WHO Academy, which

will be established as an internal division within WHO.
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