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WHO steps up action to improve access to safe blood

The World Health Organization’s new action plan to speed up universal access to safe blood
and blood products pulls together existing recommendations and recommends new improved
ways of working. It's the start of a four-year collaborative effort to improve blood transfusion
and blood-based therapies in all countries.

But progress in blood safety and availability has been slow in many parts of the world, placing
patients’ safety at risk and putting undue pressure on health workers. Progress is also mostly
restricted to developed countries. Out of the approximate 118 million blood donations collected
globally, 42% are collected in high-income countries, home to 16 % of the world’s population.
And one out of four low-income countries do not test all donated blood, while 54% of countries
do not have surveillance systems to securitise the supply chain from blood donor to patient.
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A Joint Statement on Tourism and COVID-19 - UNWTO and WHO
Call for Responsibility and Coordination

As the current outbreak of the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) continues to develop, the World
Health Organization (WHO) and the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) are committed to
working together in guiding the travel and tourism sectors’ response to COVID-19.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-02-2020-who-steps-up-action-to-improve-access-to-safe-blood
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-02-2020-who-action-framework-to-advance-universal-access-to-safe-effective-and-quality-assured-blood-products-2020--2023
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-02-2020-a-joint-statement-on-tourism-and-covid-19---unwto-and-who-call-for-responsibility-and-coordination
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-02-2020-a-joint-statement-on-tourism-and-covid-19---unwto-and-who-call-for-responsibility-and-coordination
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UN releases US$15 million to help vulnerable countries battle the
spread of the coronavirus

UN Humanitarian Chief Mark Lowcock today released US$15 million from the Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to help fund global efforts to contain the COVID-19 virus.
The UN funding has been released to the WHO and the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF). It will fund essential activities including monitoring the spread of the virus,
investigating cases, and the operation of national laboratories.

“This grant from the UN’s Emergency Fund will help countries with fragile health systems boost
their detection and response operations. It has the potential to save the lives of millions of
vulnerable people.”
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World Obesity Day

On the occasion of world obesity day WHO encourages practical solutions to help people
achieve and maintain a healthy weight, undertake proper treatment, and reverse the obesity
crisis.



https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-03-2020-un-releases-us-15-million-to-help-vulnerable-countries-battle-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-03-2020-un-releases-us-15-million-to-help-vulnerable-countries-battle-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus
https://iris.wpro.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665.1/14493/COVID-19-02282020.pdf
https://iris.wpro.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665.1/14493/COVID-19-02282020.pdf
https://www.japan-who.or.jp/event/2020/PDF/WPRO_COVID19JapaneseTranslation.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/03/04/default-calendar/world-obesity-day

Obesity rates have nearly tripled since 1975 and have increased almost five times in children
and adolescents, affecting people of all ages from all social groups in both developed and
developing countries. Obesity is a major risk factors for various noncommunicable diseases
(NCDs), such as type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease, hypertension and stroke, and
various forms of cancer.
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Shortage of personal protective equipment endangering health
workers worldwide

WHO calls on industry and governments to increase manufacturing by 40 per cent to

meet rising global demand

The World Health Organization has warned that severe and mounting disruption to the global
supply of personal protective equipment (PPE) — caused by rising demand, panic buying,
hoarding and misuse — is putting lives at risk from the new coronavirus and other infectious
diseases.

Healthcare workers rely on personal protective equipment to protect themselves and their

patients from being infected and infecting others.
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Women's health and rights: 25 years of progress?



https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-03-2020-shortage-of-personal-protective-equipment-endangering-health-workers-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-03-2020-shortage-of-personal-protective-equipment-endangering-health-workers-worldwide
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331215/WHO-2019-nCov-IPCPPE_use-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-03-2020-women-s-health-and-rights-25-years-of-progress

The Beijing Declaration turns 25

The 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action remains the world’s most progressive
blueprint for advancing gender equality worldwide. Twenty-five years after it was affirmed by
189 countries, what progress has been made in raising this blueprint off the page?

On International Women’s Day the World Health Organization, United Nations University -
International Institute for Global Health and the British Medical Journal have launched a
special series marking ‘Beijing+25’.

It shines a spotlight on health, education, environment, work and other critical foundations of

life as they empower or restrict the rights and well-being of girls and women.
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Helping children learn, be happy and thrive

New WHO guidelines highlight importance of early learning and responsive care in the
critical first years

The first years of life are among the most important for a child’s mental and physical
development. In our earliest years, science shows that our brains build new connections at a
rate that will never again be repeated — with over 80% of neural development happening by
the time we reach three years of age.

In this brain-building process, it's not only physical needs that must be met. Babies and young
children also require mental stimulation and close, loving interaction with those around them —
starting from birth. These precious moments most often take place with family members, who
are the focus of a baby’s first, most treasured relationships.

According to a new guideline from WHO, the health sector can play an essential part in
supporting families to provide this care, helping ensure every child gets the best possible start
for their life ahead.
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https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/03/08/twenty-five-years-after-the-beijing-declaration-we-need-to-reaffirm-that-womens-rights-are-human-rights/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/03/08/twenty-five-years-after-the-beijing-declaration-we-need-to-reaffirm-that-womens-rights-are-human-rights/
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/helping-children-learn-be-happy-and-thrive
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/improving-early-childhood-development-who-guideline
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COVID-19: ITFRC, UNICEF and WHO issue guidance to protect
children and support safe school operations

Guidance includes practical actions and checklists for administrators,
teachers, parents and children

The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), UNICEF and the World Health
Organization (WHO) today issued new guidance to help protect children and schools from
transmission of the COVID-19 virus. The guidance provides critical considerations and
practical checklists to keep schools safe. It also advises national and local authorities on how

to adapt and implement emergency plans for educational facilities.
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WHO, UN Foundation and partners launch first-of-its-kind
COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund

A new coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Solidarity Response Fund will raise money from a
wide range of donors to support the work of the World Health Organization (WHO) and
partners to help countries respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The fund, the first-of-its-kind,
enables private individuals, corporations and institutions anywhere in the world to come
together to directly contribute to global response efforts, and has been created by the United

Nations Foundation and the Swiss Philanthropy Foundation, together with WHO.


https://www.who.int/publications-detail/improving-early-childhood-development-who-guideline
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-03-2020-covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-to-protect-children-and-support-safe-school-operations
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-03-2020-covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-to-protect-children-and-support-safe-school-operations
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/key-messages-and-actions-for-covid-19-prevention-and-control-in-schools-march-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=baf81d52_4
https://www.japan-who.or.jp/event/2020/PDF/for_COVID-19_Prevention_and_Control_in_Schools.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-03-2020-who-un-foundation-and-partners-launch-first-of-its-kind-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-03-2020-who-un-foundation-and-partners-launch-first-of-its-kind-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund
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ICC-WHO Joint Statement: An unprecedented private sector call to
action to tackle COVID-19

In a coordinated effort to combat the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, the International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the World Health Organization (WHO) have agreed to work
closely to ensure the latest and most reliable information and tailored guidance reaches the

global business community.
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WHO Health Alert brings COVID-19 facts to billions via WhatsApp

WHO has launched a dedicated messaging services in Arabic, English, French and Spanish
with partners WhatsApp and Facebook to keep people safe from coronavirus. This easy-to-
use messaging service has the potential to reach 2 billion people and enables WHO to get
information directly into the hands of the people that need it.

From government leaders to health workers and family and friends, this messaging service
provides the latest news and information on coronavirus including details on symptoms and
how people can protect themselves and others. It also provides the latest situation reports and
numbers in real-time to help government decision-makers protect the health of their

populations.
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http://www.covid19responsefund.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-03-2020-icc-who-joint-statement-an-unprecedented-private-sector-call-to-action-to-tackle-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-03-2020-icc-who-joint-statement-an-unprecedented-private-sector-call-to-action-to-tackle-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-health-alert-brings-covid-19-facts-to-billions-via-whatsapp
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World Tuberculosis Day 2020

Each year, we commemorate World Tuberculosis (TB) Day on March 24 to raise public
awareness about the devastating health, social and economic consequences of TB, and to
step up efforts to end the global TB epidemic. The date marks the day in 1882 when Dr Robert
Koch announced that he had discovered the bacterium that causes TB, which opened the way
towards diagnosing and curing this disease.

TB remains the world’s deadliest infectious killer. Each day, over 4000 people lose their lives
to TB and close to 30,000 people fall ill with this preventable and curable disease. Global
efforts to combat TB have saved an estimated 58 million lives since the year 2000. To
accelerate the TB response in countries to reach targets — Heads of State came together and
made strong commitments to end TB at the first-ever UN High Level Meeting in September
2018.

The theme of World TB Day 2020 - ‘It's time’ — puts the accent on the urgency to act on the

commitments made by global leaders to:
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New WHO recommendations to prevent tuberculosis aim to save
millions of lives



https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/03/24/default-calendar/world-tuberculosis-day-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/campaigns/world-tb-day/world-tb-day-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-03-2020-new-who-recommendations-to-prevent-tuberculosis-aim-to-save-millions-of-lives
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-03-2020-new-who-recommendations-to-prevent-tuberculosis-aim-to-save-millions-of-lives

New World Health Organization (WHO) guidance will help countries accelerate efforts to stop
people with tuberculosis (TB) infection becoming sick with TB by giving them preventive
treatment.

A quarter of the world's population is estimated to be infected with TB bacteria. These people
are neither sick nor contagious. However, they are at greater risk of developing TB disease,
especially those with weakened immunity. Offering them TB preventive treatment will not only
protect them from becoming sick but also cut down on the risk of transmission in the
community.

As we mark World TB Day 2020, the disease remains the world’s top infectious killer. In 2018,
10 million people fell ill with TB worldwide and 1.5 million people lost their lives to this disease.

The new consolidated guidelines recommend a range of innovative approaches to scale up
access to TB preventive treatment:
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https://www.who.int/publications-detail/who-consolidated-guidelines-on-tuberculosis-module-1-prevention-tuberculosis-preventive-treatment
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