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World Breastfeeding Week 2020 Message
Joint message: UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta H. Fore and WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

The theme of World Breastfeeding Week 2020 is “Support breastfeeding for a healthier
planet”. In line with this theme, WHO and UNICEF are calling on governments to protect and
promote women’s access to skilled breastfeeding counselling, a critical component of
breastfeeding support.

Breastfeeding provides every child with the best possible start in life. It delivers health,
nutritional and emotional benefits to both children and mothers. And it forms part of a
sustainable food system. But while breastfeeding is a natural process, it is not always easy.

Mothers need support — both to get started and to sustain breastfeeding.
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Statement on the fourth meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the outbreak
of coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

The fourth meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General
under the International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005) regarding the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) took place on Friday, 31 July 2020 from 12:00 to 17:45 Geneva time (CEST).
After ensuing discussion, the Committee unanimously agreed that the pandemic still
constitutes a public health emergency of international concern and offered advice to the

Director-General.

The Director-General declared that the outbreak of COVID-19 continues to constitute a
PHEIC. He accepted the advice of the Committee to WHO and issued the Committee’s
advice to States Parties as Temporary Recommendations under the IHR (2005).


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/31-07-2020-world-breastfeeding-week-2020-message
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-08-2020-statement-on-the-fourth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-08-2020-statement-on-the-fourth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-08-2020-statement-on-the-fourth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
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COVID-19 Emergency Committee highlights need for response
efforts over long term

Dr Tedros accepted the advice of the Committee and confirmed that the outbreak of COVID-19

continues to constitute a PHEIC. The Director-General declared a PHEIC—WHO’s highest
level of alarm under IHR—on 30 January at a time when there were fewer than 100 cases and

no deaths outside China. He issued the Committee’s advice to States Parties as Temporary
Recommendations under the IHR.

“The pandemic is a once-in-a-century health crisis, the effects of which will be felt for decades
to come," Dr Tedros told the Committee in his opening remarks on Friday. "Many countries that
believed they were past the worst are now grappling with new outbreaks. Some that were less
affected in the earliest weeks are now seeing escalating numbers of cases and deaths. And
some that had large outbreaks have brought them under control."
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Decade of Healthy Ageing
The Decade of Healthy Ageing (2020-2030) is an opportunity to bring together governments,

civil society, international agencies, professionals, academia, the media, and the private sector
for ten years of concerted, catalytic and collaborative action to improve the lives of older
people, their families, and the communities in which they live.

Populations around the world are ageing at a faster pace than in the past and this

demographic transition will have an impact on almost all aspects of society. The world has


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-08-2020-covid-19-emergency-committee-highlights-need-for-response-efforts-over-long-term
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-08-2020-covid-19-emergency-committee-highlights-need-for-response-efforts-over-long-term
https://www.who.int/ageing/decade-of-healthy-ageing

united around the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: all countries and all
stakeholders pledged that no one will be left behind and determined to ensure that every
human being can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a healthy environment.

A decade of concerted global action on Healthy Ageing is urgently needed. Already, there are
more than 1 billion people aged 60 years or older, with most living in low- and middle-income
countries. Many do not have access to even the basic resources necessary for a life of
meaning and of dignity. Many others confront multiple barriers that prevent their full

participation in society.
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2 in 5 schools around the world lacked basic handwashing facilities
prior to COVID-19 pandemic — UNICEF, WHO

As schools worldwide struggle with reopening, the latest data from the WHO/UNICEF Joint

Monitoring Programme (JMP) reveal that 43 per cent of schools around the world lacked
access to basic handwashing with soap and water in 2019 — a key condition for schools to be
able to operate safely in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to the report, around 818 million children lack basic handwashing facilities at their
schools, which puts them at increased risk of COVID-19 and other transmittable diseases.
More than one third of these children (295 million) are from sub-Saharan Africa. In the least
developed countries, 7 out of 10 schools lack basic handwashing facilities and half of schools

lack basic sanitation and water services.
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https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/decade-of-healthy-ageing/final-decade-proposal/decade-proposal-final-apr2020-en.pdf?sfvrsn=b4b75ebc_5
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-08-2020-2-in-5-schools-around-the-world-lacked-basic-handwashing-facilities-prior-to-covid-19-pandemic-unicef-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-08-2020-2-in-5-schools-around-the-world-lacked-basic-handwashing-facilities-prior-to-covid-19-pandemic-unicef-who
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/progress-on-drinking-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-in-schools
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/progress-on-drinking-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-in-schools
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INCB, WHO and UNODC statement on access to internationally

controlled medicines during COVID-19 pandemic
The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB), the World Health Organization (WHO) and

the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) call on governments to ensure that
the procurement and supply of controlled medicines in countries meet the needs of patients,
both those who have COVID-19 and those who require internationally controlled medicines for
other medical conditions.
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World Humanitarian Day 2020: A tribute to aid workers on the
front lines
Amid a global pandemic, unprecedented needs and growing insecurity, aid workers and

health-care responders are staying and delivering to the world’s most vulnerable people.

Last year was the most violent on record for humanitarians, with 483 attacked, 125 killed, 234
wounded and 124 kidnapped. The UN condemns all attacks on humanitarians.

OCHA and partners present the inspiring stories of humanitarian #ReallLifeHeroes who are

stepping up to meet the challenges.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-08-2020-world-humanitarian-day-2020-a-tribute-to-aid-workers-on-the-front-lines
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-08-2020-world-humanitarian-day-2020-a-tribute-to-aid-workers-on-the-front-lines
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Should children wear a mask?

WHO advises that people always consult and abide by local authorities on recommended
practices in their area. An international and multidisciplinary expert group brought together by
WHO reviewed evidence on COVID-19 disease and transmission in children and the limited
available evidence on the use of masks by children.

Based on this and other factors such as childrens’ psychosocial needs and developmental
milestones, WHO and UNICEF advise the following:

Children aged 5 years and under should not be required to wear masks. This is based on the
safety and overall interest of the child and the capacity to appropriately use a mask with
minimal assistance.

WHO and UNICEF advise that the decision to use masks for children aged 6-11 should be

based on the following factors:
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172 countries and multiple candidate vaccines engaged in COVID-

19 vaccine Global Access Facility
Nine CEPI-supported candidate vaccines are part of the COVAX initiative, with a further nine

candidates under evaluation, and procurement conversations on-going with additional
producers not currently receiving research and development (R&D) funding through COVAX —

giving COVAX the largest and most diverse COVID-19 vaccine portfolio in the world


https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-children-and-masks-related-to-covid-19
https://www.unicef.or.jp/jcu-cms/media-contents/2020/08/AdviceOnTheUseOfMasksForChildrenInTheCommunityInTheContextOfCOVID19_AnnexToTheAdviceOnTheUseOfMasksInTheContextOfCOVID19_JP_20200824.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-08-2020-172-countries-and-multiple-candidate-vaccines-engaged-in-covid-19-vaccine-global-access-facility
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-08-2020-172-countries-and-multiple-candidate-vaccines-engaged-in-covid-19-vaccine-global-access-facility

80 potentially self-financing countries have submitted non-binding expressions of interest to
the Gavi-coordinated COVAX Facility, joining 92 low- and middle-income economies that are
eligible to be supported by the COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC)

Goal of bringing the pandemic under control via equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines

needs urgent, broadscale commitment and investment from countries
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Africa eradicates wild poliovirus
The independent Africa Regional Certification Commission (ARCC) for Polio Eradication

officially declared on Tuesday that the World Health Organization (WHO) African Region is
free of wild poliovirus.

This marks the eradication of the second virus from the face of the continent since smallpox
40 years ago.

“Today is a historic day for Africa. The African Regional Certification Commission for Polio
eradication (ARCC) is pleased to announce that the Region has successfully met the
certification criteria for wild polio eradication, with no cases of the wild poliovirus reported in
the Region for four years,” said Professor Rose Gana Fomban Leke, ARCC Chairperson.

The ARCC'’s decision comes after an exhaustive, decades-long process of documentation and
analysis of polio surveillance, immunization and laboratory capacity of the region’s 47 member

states, which included conducting field verification visits to each country.
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https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-eradicates-wild-poliovirus
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Immunizing the public against misinformation

Soon after the world started getting used to the terms coronavirus and COVID-19, WHO
coined another word: "infodemic" — an overabundance of information and the rapid spread of
misleading or fabricated news, images, and videos. Like the virus, it is highly contagious and
grows exponentially. It also complicates COVID-19 pandemic response efforts.

“We're not just battling the virus,” said WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
“We’re also battling the trolls and conspiracy theorists that push misinformation and undermine

the outbreak response.”
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