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WHO Foundation Established to Support Critical Global Health
Needs

The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes the creation of the WHO Foundation, an
independent grant-making entity, that will support the Organization’s efforts to address the
most pressing global health challenges.

Headquartered in Geneva, the Foundation will support global public health needs by providing

funds to WHO and trusted implementing partners to deliver on the Organization’s “triple billion”
goals. Featured in WHO'’s five-year strategic plan, these goals aim to: protect 1 billion people
from health emergencies; extend universal health coverage to 1 billion people; and assure
healthy lives and wellbeing to 1 billion people by 2023.
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Countries failing to stop harmful marketing of breast-milk

substitutes, warn WHO and UNICEF
A new report by WHO, UNICEF, and the International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN)
reveals that despite efforts to stop the harmful promotion of breast-milk substitutes, countries

are still falling short in protecting parents from misleading information.

The COVID-19 pandemic highlights the need for stronger legislation to protect families from
false claims about the safety of breast-milk substitutes or aggressive marketing practices.
Breastmilk saves children’s lives as it provides antibodies that give babies a healthy boost and
protect them against many childhood illnesses.

WHO and UNICEF encourage women to continue to breastfeed during the COVID-19 pandemic,
even if they have confirmed or suspected COVID-19.
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Results of an updated analysis of trends in human African

trypanosomiasis from 2000 to 2018
A detailed analysis of human African trypanosomiasis data systematically collected by WHO in

the years 2000-2018 in the HAT Atlas was published in PloS NTDs showing the updated

picture of the elimination trends in this disease.

Human African trypanosomiasis (HAT), also known as sleeping sickness, is a lethal disease
transmitted by tsetse flies, causing epidemics in Africa at different times in the 20th century.
Over the past twenty years, huge efforts made by a broad coalition of stakeholders curbed the
last epidemic, and the disease was targeted by WHO for elimination as a public health
problem in 2012.
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Stop tobacco industry exploitation of children and young people
The World Health Organization is today launching a new kit for school students aged 13-17 to

alert them to the tobacco industry tactics used to hook them to addictive products. Every year
the tobacco industry invests more than USD 9 billion to advertise its products. Increasingly, it

is targeting young people with nicotine and tobacco products in a bid to replace the 8 million
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people that its products kill every year.
This year’'s WHO’s World No Tobacco Day campaign focuses on protecting children and

young people from exploitation by the tobacco and related industry.
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International community rallies to support open research and
science to fight COVID-19

Thirty countries and multiple international partners and institutions have signed up to support
the COVID-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP) an initiative aimed at making vaccines, tests,
treatments and other health technologies to fight COVID-19 accessible to all.

The Pool was first proposed in March by President Carlos Alvarado of Costa Rica, who joined
WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus today at the official launch of the
initiative.
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The World Health Organization invites vou to contribute your Big
Idea to shape the future of training and learning in achieving
better health for all

The WHO Academy, a lifelong learning centre scheduled to launch next year, is working to scale
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up learning for impact through digital and face-to-face courses, reaching millions of health
workers and others worldwide through the latest technologies and advancements in learning
science.

As a key part of this effort, we are working with experts and practitioners to develop a global
learning strategy that will shape the future of WHO’s approach to training and learning for
achieving health goals and the health-related Sustainable Development Goals.

Please find 20 minutes of time to have your say and shape our future. Click on the link below
and write in one sentence your Big Idea for shaping the future of learning, training and education
for public health. And then, feel free to use up to 500 words to elaborate your idea further. It's
as simple as that. The deadline is 30 June so please do not delay.
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Record number of countries contribute data revealing disturbing
rates of antimicrobial resistance

Arecord number of countries are now monitoring and reporting on antibiotic resistance - marking
a major step forward in the global fight against drug resistance. But the data they provide reveals
that a worrying number of bacterial infections are increasingly resistant to the medicines at hand
to treat them.

Since the WHQO’s Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance System (GLASS) report
in 2018, participation has grown exponentially. In only three years of existence, the system now
aggregates data from more than 64 000 surveillance sites with more than 2 million patients
enrolled from 66 countries across the world. In 2018 the number of surveillance sites was 729
across 22 countries.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=t8AQ9iS9OUuBCz3CgK-1kC6oGgkdzgZEggdCoDM9x8ZUMUlFN09GRlE5V1VGS085UUI2S0JPNjczUS4u
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COVID-19 significantly impacts health services for

noncommunicable diseases

Prevention and treatment services for noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) have been severely
disrupted since the COVID-19 pandemic began, according to a WHO survey released today.
The survey, which was completed by 155 countries during a 3-week period in May, confirmed

that the impact is global, but that low-income countries are most affected.

The main finding is that health services have been partially or completely disrupted in many
countries. More than half (53%) of the countries surveyed have partially or completely disrupted
services for hypertension treatment; 49% for treatment for diabetes and diabetes-related
complications; 42% for cancer treatment, and 31% for cardiovascular emergencies.
Rehabilitation services have been disrupted in almost two-thirds (63%) of countries, even
though rehabilitation is key to a healthy recovery following severe illness from COVID-19.
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New Ebola outbreak detected in northwest Democratic Republic of

the Congo; WHO surge team supporting the response
The Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo announced today that a new
outbreak of Ebola virus disease is occurring in Wangata health zone, Mbandaka, in Equateur

province. The announcement comes as a long, difficult and complex Ebola outbreak in
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo is in its final phase, while the country also battles
COVID-19 and the world’s largest measles outbreak.

“This is a reminder that COVID-19 is not the only health threat people face,” said Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “Although much of our attention is on the
pandemic, WHO is continuing to monitor and respond to many other health emergencies.”
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World Food Safety Day 2020: UN experts in Facebook live event on
5 June 2020

FAO and WHO are supporting their Members in efforts to provide enough safe food
for all and to enable people to trust that what they eat is safe. Events such as World
Food Safety Day help by highlighting the critical role played by all those who work to
ensure that they are not derailed by disruptions and other challenges to continue
keeping foods safe.

On Friday, 5 June, ahead of World Food Safety Day 2020, FAO and WHO will hold a
virtual celebration including video messages from FAO Director-General QU

Dongyu and WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
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Nature is our Greatest Source of Health and Well-Being

On the occasion of World Environment Day, WHO calls for a healthy and green
recovery from COVID-19 that places the protection and restoration of nature central.
A recently launched WHO Manifesto calls for decisive action to address the root
causes of the COVID-19 pandemic by reducing social inequalities and ecosystem
degradation, and transforming the way we relate to the environment in which we
live.
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on
COVID-19

Today WHO is publishing updated guidance on the use of masks for control of
COVID-19.

This guidance is based on evolving evidence, and provides updated advice on who
should wear a mask, when it should be worn and what it should be made of.

WHO has developed this guidance through a careful review of all available evidence,
and extensive consultation with international experts and civil society groups.

I wish to be very clear that the guidance we are publishing today is an update of
what we have been saying for months: that masks should only ever be used as part
of a comprehensive strategy in the fight against COVID.

Masks on their own will not protect you from COVID-19.
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A cluster of COVID-19 in Beijing, People’s Republic of China

As of 13 June, 41 symptomatic laboratory confirmed cases and 46 laboratory
confirmed cases without symptoms of COVID-19 have been identified in Beijing.
The first identified case had symptom onset on 9 June, and was confirmed on 11
June. Several of the initial cases were identified through six fever clinics in
Beijing. Preliminary investigations revealed that some of the initial symptomatic
cases had a link to the Xinfadi Market in Beijing. Preliminary laboratory
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investigations of throat swabs from humans and environmental

samples from Xinfadi Market identified 45 positive human samples (all without
symptoms at the time of reporting) and 40 positive environmental samples. One
additional case without symptoms was identified as a close contact of a confirmed
case.
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WHO welcomes preliminary results about dexamethasone use in
treating critically ill COVID-19 patients

The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes the initial clinical trial results from the United
Kingdom (UK) that show dexamethasone, a corticosteroid, can be lifesaving for patients who
are critically ill with COVID-19. For patients on ventilators, the treatment was shown to reduce
mortality by about one third, and for patients requiring only oxygen, mortality was cut by about
one fifth, according to preliminary findings shared with WHO.

The benefit was only seen in patients seriously ill with COVID-19, and was not observed in

patients with milder disease.

Dexamethasone is a steroid that has been used since the 1960s to reduce inflammation in a
range of conditions, including inflammatory disorders and certain cancers. It has been listed
on the WHO Model List of Essential Medicines since 1977 in multiple formulations, and is
currently off-patent and affordably available in most countries.

SFFHYAFIY I IE5T COVID-19 EEBEDITRIET : Fmuims
WHO (#. JULFIORFTOA RETHS [FFIAFYV> | DIF5T, COVID-19 DEER
BEORGERLT B HEETOBRKLREREEEREDERRUTNET.
COFRERT(E. A TIFIREAERS UIeBEORE CEFEERAN 390 1 (Tl B
EDHENRE LT IEEDETRIHN 5 DD 1 [SHPUELE. CORRBEEELRBEICO
HESN., BEETCEESNECATLR,

FHEYASYT(F, 1977 FELBE. WHO WEEZEROEFILUZ MIZ#HENTS D, B
. FEEAEOETFERMIETAFTEET.
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Leaders speak out about their concerns regarding older people in
the context of COVID-19

Older people have been severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Leaders from around

the world have expressed their concern about its effects on older people, communities and
society. They have also called for a response that addresses the needs and rights of older

people.
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Luxembourg and WHO sign new Memorandum of Understanding,

committing flexible funding to support WHO Triple billion targets
Today Luxembourg’s Minister for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs and

Minister of the Economy, Mr Franz Fayot, and WHO Director General Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus signed a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the period 2020-2023 in
support of the Organization’s Thirteenth General Programme of work 2019-2023. The

signature of the new MOU underscores the longstanding commitment of the Government of
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg — an important partner in global health — to help WHO to

achieve its ambitious triple billion targets by 2023: 1 billion more people will benefit from

universal health coverage; 1 billion more will be better protected in health emergencies, and 1

billion more will enjoy improved health and wellbeing.
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Countries failing to prevent violence against children, agencies
warn
Global status report on preventing violence against children calls for more

government action and warns of ‘dramatic impact’ of COVID-19

Half of the world’s children, or approximately 1 billion children each year are affected by
physical, sexual or psychological violence, suffering injuries, disabilities and death, because
countries have failed to follow established strategies to protect them.

This is according to a new report published today by the World Health Organization (WHO),
UNICEF, UNESCO, the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on
Violence against Children and the End Violence Partnership.
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The World Health Organization reminds public to remain vigilant

through Mr Bean’s Essential COVID-19 Checklist
The World Health Organization (WHO), Project Everyone and Tiger Aspect Productions have

partnered to launch a Public Service Announcement (PSA) using global comedy cartoon star,
Mr Bean.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2020-countries-failing-to-prevent-violence-against-children-agencies-warn
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2020-countries-failing-to-prevent-violence-against-children-agencies-warn
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/violence-prevention/global-status-report-on-violence-against-children-2020
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/violence-prevention/global-status-report-on-violence-against-children-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-06-2020-the-world-health-organization-reminds-public-to-remain-vigilant-through-mr-bean-s-essential-covid-19-checklist
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-06-2020-the-world-health-organization-reminds-public-to-remain-vigilant-through-mr-bean-s-essential-covid-19-checklist
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IOC joins forces with WHO and the United Nations to fight
COVID-19
On Olympic Day, 23 June 2020, the International Olympic Committee and WHO together with

the United Nations launch a partnership to encourage individuals and communities around the
world to be #HEALTHYTogether. The three partners and Olympic athletes will spotlight the
global collaboration needed to stay healthy and reduce the spread and impact of COVID-19.
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An update on the fight against antimicrobial resistance
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) occurs when microorganisms (such as bacteria, fungi, viruses

and parasites) are exposed to antimicrobial drugs (such as antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals,
antimalarials and anthelmintics). The microorganisms fight for survival by mutating or acquiring
defence genes from other microorganisms. As antimicrobial drugs get stronger, and their use
more widespread, bacteria’s resistance to antibiotics gets stronger and more widespread too,
which can lead to untreatable bacteria, known as “superbugs”.

The response to AMR has been spearheaded through the One Health Global Action Plan,
developed by WHO in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).

WHO'’s new technical brief details 6 areas with evidence and actions to improve WASH and

wastewater for AMR national action plans:
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-06-2020-ioc-joins-forces-with-who-and-the-united-nations-to-fight-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-06-2020-ioc-joins-forces-with-who-and-the-united-nations-to-fight-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/an-update-on-the-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240006416
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Breastfeeding and COVID-19

Breastfeeding is the cornerstone of infant and young child survival, nutrition and development

and maternal health. The World Health Organization recommends exclusive breastfeeding for
the first 6 months of life, followed by continued breastfeeding with appropriate complementary
foods for up to 2 years and beyond.

However, concerns have been raised about whether mothers with COVID-19 can transmit the
SARS-CoV-2 virus to their infant or young child through breastfeeding. Recommendations on
mother-infant contact and breastfeeding must be based on a full consideration of not only of
the potential risks of COVID-19 infection of the infant, but also the risks of morbidity and
mortality associated with not breastfeeding, the inappropriate use of infant formula milks, as
well as the protective effects of skin-to-skin contact. This scientific brief examines the evidence
to date on the risks of transmission of COVID-19 from an infected mother to her baby through

breastfeeding as well as evidence on the risks to child health from not breastfeeding.
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