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WHO and European Investment Bank strengthen efforts to combat

COVID-19 and build resilient health systems to face future
pandemics
¢ WHO and the European Investment Bank enhance cooperation to support countries in
addressing the health impact of COVID-19
e The first phase will address urgent needs and strengthen primary health care in ten
African countries

e Enhanced WHO-EIB partnership will scale up financing to assure the chain of
essential supplies, including personal protective equipment, diagnostics and clinical
management

e New initiative will accelerate investment in health preparedness and primary health
care with a focus on health work force, infrastructure, and water, sanitation and
hygiene

e The initiative involves measures to address the growing threat of antimicrobial
resistance
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Statement on the third meeting of the International Health
Reqgulations (2005) Emergency Committee reqgarding the outbreak
of coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

The WHO Regional Emergency Directors and the Executive Director of the WHO Health

Emergencies Programme (WHE) provided regional and the global situation overview. After
ensuing discussion, the Committee unanimously agreed that the outbreak still constitutes a
public health emergency of international concern (PHEIC) and offered advice to the Director-
General.

The Director-General declared that the outbreak of COVID-19 continues to constitute a
PHEIC. He accepted the advice of the Committee to WHO and issued the Committee’s advice

to States Parties as Temporary Recommendations under the IHR.
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Billions worldwide living with herpes

About half a billion people worldwide are living with genital herpes, and several billion have an
oral herpes infection, new estimates show, highlighting the need to improve awareness and
scale up services to prevent and treat herpes.
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Commemorating Smallpox Eradication — a legacy of hope, for
COVID-19 and other diseases

On 8 May 1980, the 33rd World Health Assembly officially declared: ‘The world and all its

peoples have won freedom from smallpox.’

The declaration marked the end of a disease that had plagued humanity for at least 3 000
years, killing 300 million people in the 20th century alone.

It was ended, thanks to a 10-year global effort, spearheaded by the World Health
Organization, that involved thousands of health workers around the world to administer half a
billion vaccinations to stamp out smallpox.

The US$ 300m price-tag to eradicate smallpox saves the world well over US$ 1 billion every

year since 1980.
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WHO statement: Tobacco use and COVID-19

Tobacco kills more than 8 million people globally every year. More than 7 million of these

deaths are from direct tobacco use and around 1.2 million are due to non-smokers being

exposed to second-hand smoke.

Tobacco smoking is a known risk factor for many respiratory infections and increases the
severity of respiratory diseases. A review of studies by public health experts convened by
WHO on 29 April 2020 found that smokers are more likely to develop severe disease with

COVID-19, compared to non-smokers.
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The cost of inaction: COVID-19-related service disruptions could

cause hundreds of thousands of extra deaths from HIV
Gains made in preventing mother-to-child transmission of HIV could be reversed, with new

HIV infections among children up by as much as 104%

A modelling group convened by the World Health Organization and UNAIDS has estimated
that if efforts are not made to mitigate and overcome interruptions in health services and
supplies during the COVID-19 pandemic, a six-month disruption of antiretroviral therapy could
lead to more than 500 000 extra deaths from AIDS-related illnesses, including from
tuberculosis, in sub-Saharan Africa in 2020-2021. In 2018, an estimated 470 000 people died
of AIDS-related deaths in the region.
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COVID-19 and the use of angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors

and receptor blockers

This brief summarizes the current evidence on the impact of ACE inhibitors or angiotensin
receptor blockers on severe acute respiratory illness due to SARS CoV-2.

There is low-certainty evidence that patients on long-term therapy with ACE inhibitors or ARBs
are not at higher risk of poor outcomes from COVID-19.
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Countering misinformation about COVID-19

A joint campaign with the Government of the United Kingdom

WHO has joined forces with the Government of the United Kingdom to run an awareness
campaign about the risks of incorrect and false information regarding the Coronavirus
pandemic.

“Stop The Spread” is a global campaign which aims to raise awareness about the risks of
misinformation around COVID-19, and encourages them to double check information with
trusted sources such as WHO and national health authorities.

WHO are promoting this campaign in many countries spanning across Africa, Asia, Europe,
Middle East and Latin America. The campaign is in support of WHO’s work towards
addressing the infodemic of false information about COVID-19 and busting myths about the

spread, diagnostic and treatment of the disease.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/covid-19-and-the-use-of-angiotensin-converting-enzyme-inhibitors-and-receptor-blockers
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Launch of the WHO Academy and the WHO Info mobile
applications

WHO announces the launch of the WHO Academy app designed to support health workers
during COVID-19, and the WHO Info app designed to inform the general public.

Today, the WHO Academy, World Health Organization’s lifelong learning centre, launched a
mobile app designed to enable health workers to expand their life-saving skills to battle the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The app provides health workers with mobile access to a wealth of COVID-19 knowledge
resources, developed by WHO, that include up-to-the-minute guidance, tools, training, and

virtual workshops that will help them care for COVID-19 patients and protect themselves.
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WHO: People living longer and healthier lives but COVID-19
threatens to throw progress off track

All over the world, the COVID-19 pandemic is causing significant loss of life, disrupting
livelihoods, and threatening the recent advances in health and progress towards global
development goals highlighted in the 2020 World Health Statistics published by the World
Health Organization (WHO) today.

“The good news is that people around the world are living longer and healthier lives. The bad
news is the rate of progress is too slow to meet the Sustainable Development Goals and will
be further thrown off track by COVID-19,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General.

WHO’s World Health Statistics — an annual check-up on the world’s health — reports

progress against a series of key health and health service indicators, revealing some


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-launch-of-the-who-academy-and-the-who-info-mobile-applications
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important lessons in terms of progress made towards the Sustainable Development Goals and

gaps to fill.
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Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children and adolescents
temporally related to COVID-19

Recently, however, reports from Europe and North America have described clusters of children

and adolescents requiring admission to intensive care units with a multisystem inflammatory
condition with some features similar to those of Kawasaki disease and toxic shock syndrome.
Case reports and small series have described a presentation of acute illness accompanied by
a hyperinflammatory syndrome, leading to multiorgan failure and shock.

There is therefore an urgent need for collection of standardized data describing clinical
presentations, severity, outcomes, and epidemiology. WHO has developed a preliminary case
definition and case report form for multisystem inflammatory disorder in children and

adolescents.
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https://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2020/en/
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Substantial investment needed to avert mental health crisis

The COVID-19 pandemic is highlighting the need to urgently increase investment in
services for mental health or risk a massive increase in mental health conditions in
the coming months, according to a policy brief on COVID-19 and mental health
issued by the United Nations today.

“The impact of the pandemic on people’s mental health is already extremely
concerning,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World
Health Organization. “Social isolation, fear of contagion, and loss of family members
is compounded by the distress caused by loss of income and often employment.”
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Historic health assembly ends with global commitment to COVID-
19 response

At today’s meeting of the 73rd World Health Assembly —its first-ever to be held
virtually—delegates adopted a landmark resolution to bring the world together to
fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

The resolution, co-sponsored by more than 130 countries, was adopted by
consensus.

It calls for the intensification of efforts to control the pandemic, and for equitable
access to and fair distribution of all essential health technologies and products to
combat the virus. It also calls for an independent and comprehensive evaluation of
the global response, including, but not limited to, WHQO’s performance.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-05-2020-substantial-investment-needed-to-avert-mental-health-crisis
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief-covid_and_mental_health_final.pdf
https://www.who.int/teams/mental-health-and-substance-use/covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-05-2020-historic-health-assembly-ends-with-global-commitment-to-covid-19-response
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https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-third-world-health-assembly
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_R1-en.pdf
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Urban planning crucial for better public health in cities
New WHO and UN-HABITAT sourcebook guides health and planning practitioners on putting

health at the heart of urban and territorial planning

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to highlight the importance of safe distancing
in cities, a new sourcebook launched by WHO and UN-Habitat provides a wealth of
useful information on ensuring human health is a key consideration for city planning.
The sourcebook, Integrating Health in Urban and Territorial Planning, is designed to
guide decision makers from the public health, urban and territorial planning sectors
including planners, city managers, health professionals and others towards
developing cities planned and built with a focus on human and
environmental health.
Many cities face health threats linked to urban and territorial planning. Infectious
diseases thrive in overcrowded cities, or where there is inadequate access to clean
water, sanitation and hygiene facilities; living in unhealthy environments killed 12.6
million people in 2012 and air pollution killed 7 million people in 2016. However only
1 in 10 cities worldwide meet standards for healthy air,
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Smithsonian Science Education Center With Support of the World
Health Organization Launches New COVID-19 Guide for Youth

The Smithsonian Science Education Center, in collaboration with the World Health

Organization (WHO) and the InterAcademy Partnership (IAP)—a partnership of 140 national
academies of science, engineering and medicine—has developed “COVID-19! How can |
protect myself and others?,” a new rapid-response guide for youth ages 8—17. The guide,
which is based on the UN Sustainable Development Goals, aims to help young people
understand the science and social science of COVID-19 as well as help them take actions to

keep themselves, their families and communities safe.
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WHO and UNHCR join forces to improve health services for
refugees, displaced and stateless people

The World Health Organization (WHO) and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency today signed a
new agreement to strengthen and advance public health services for the millions of forcibly
displaced people around the world.

The agreement updates and expands an existing 1997 agreement between the two
organizations. A key aim this year will be to support ongoing efforts to protect some 70 million
forcibly displaced people from COVID-19. Around 26 million of these are refugees, 80 per cent
of whom are sheltered in low and middle-income countries with weak health systems. Another

40 million internally displaced people also require assistance.
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At least 80 million children under one at risk of diseases such as

diphtheria, measles and polio as COVID-19 disrupts routine
vaccination efforts, warn Gavi, WHO and UNICEF

Agencies call for joint effort to safely deliver routine immunization and proceed with

vaccination campaigns against deadly vaccine-preventable diseases.

COVID 19 is disrupting life-saving immunization services around the world, putting millions of
children — in rich and poor countries alike — at risk of diseases like diphtheria, measles and

polio. This stark warning comes from the World Health Organization, UNICEF and Gavi, the


https://ssec.si.edu/sites/default/files/other/globalgoals/COVID19/COVID-19_Japanese.pdf
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/21-05-2020-who-and-unhcr-join-forces-to-improve-health-services-for-refugees-displaced-and-stateless-people
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2020-at-least-80-million-children-under-one-at-risk-of-diseases-such-as-diphtheria-measles-and-polio-as-covid-19-disrupts-routine-vaccination-efforts-warn-gavi-who-and-unicef
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2020-at-least-80-million-children-under-one-at-risk-of-diseases-such-as-diphtheria-measles-and-polio-as-covid-19-disrupts-routine-vaccination-efforts-warn-gavi-who-and-unicef
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Vaccine Alliance ahead of the Global Vaccine Summit on 4 June, at which world leaders wiill
come together to help maintain immunization programmes and mitigate the impact of the

pandemic in lower-income countries.

According to data collected by the World Health Organization, UNICEF, Gavi and the Sabin
Vaccine Institute, provision of routine immunization services is substantially hindered in at
least 68 countries and is likely to affect approximately 80 million children under the age of 1
living in these countries.
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WHO receives first-ever donation of insulin
Fifty low- and middle-income countries are soon to receive insulin for people with diabetes,

thanks to a donation by global health-care company, Novo Nordisk. The donation, of insulin
and glucagon, to the value of US$ 1.3 million, comes at a time when many people with
noncommunicable diseases such as diabetes are facing challenges with access to life-saving
treatment as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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WHO Manifesto for a healthy recovery from COVID-19
Prescriptions for a healthy and green recovery from COVID-19

"The pandemic is a reminder of the intimate and delicate relationship between people
and planet. Any efforts to make our world safer are doomed to fail unless they



https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-receives-first-ever-donation-of-insulin
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-manifesto-for-a-healthy-recovery-from-covid-19

address the critical interface between people and pathogens, and the existential

threat of climate change, that is making our Earth less habitable."

WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. Address to the 73rd World

Health Assembly. May 18 2020.

Prescriptions for a healthy, green recovery

1) Protect and preserve the source of human health: Nature.

2) 2) Invest in essential services, from water and sanitation to clean energy in
healthcare facilities.

3) Ensure a quick healthy energy transition.

4) Promote healthy, sustainable food systems.

5) Build healthy, liveable cities.

6) Stop using taxpayers money to fund pollution.
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