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Global partnership to make available 120 million affordable,
quality COVID-19 rapid tests for low- and middle-income countries

countries, affordable, high-quality COVID-19 antigen rapid tests were today announced by the
Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator. Organizations involved in the milestone
agreement include the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation, the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI), the Foundation for
Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND), the Global Fund, Unitaid, and the World Health
Organization (WHO).

As part of this comprehensive, end-to-end effort, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has
executed separate volume guarantee agreements with rapid diagnostic test (RDT) producers
Abbott and SD Biosensor. These two arrangements will make available to LMICs 120 million
antigen rapid diagnostic tests (Ag RDTs) — priced at a maximum of US$5 per unit — over a period
of six months. These tests provide results in 15-30 minutes, rather than hours or days, and will
enable expansion of testing, particularly in countries that do not have extensive laboratory
facilities or trained health workers to implement molecular (polymerase-chain reaction or PCR)
tests.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-09-2020-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests-for-low--and-middle-income-countries
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-09-2020-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests-for-low--and-middle-income-countries
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UN welcomes nearly $1 billion in recent pledges - to bolster access
to lifesaving tests, treatments and vaccines to end COVID-19

The United Nations and its partners today welcomed a monumental show of
solidarity as governments, private sector, civil society and international organizations
committed support to the Access to COVID-19 Tools- (ACT) Accelerator initiative
launched by the World Health Organization alongside international partners.

Today, nearly US$1 billion in new financing has been committed to the initiative - the
world’s most comprehensive multilateral end-to-end solution to the devastating
COVID-19 pandemic.

The ACT-Accelerator, which was co-launched by the World Health Organization,
European Commission, France and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation just five
months ago, needs an additional US$35 billion to realize its goals of producing 2
billion vaccine doses, 245 million treatments and 500 million tests. The new
commitments to the initiative are welcome and will be leveraged to catalyze further
funding to continue the ACT-Accelerator’s groundbreaking work.
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The best time to prevent the next pandemic is now: countries join
voices for better emergency preparedness

COVID-19 will not be the world’s last health emergency and there is an urgent need for
sustainable health emergency preparedness to deal with the next one.

This was the strong sentiment shared by participants of the United Nations General Assembly
side-event on ‘Sustainable preparedness for health security and resilience: Adopting a whole-
of-society approach and breaking the “panic-then-forget” cycle’. The high-level virtual event
was co-hosted by Finland, France and Indonesia, along with the World Health Organization
(WHO).


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-09-2020-un-welcomes-nearly-1-billion-in-recent-pledges-to-bolster-access-to-lifesaving-tests-treatments-and-vaccines-to-end-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-09-2020-un-welcomes-nearly-1-billion-in-recent-pledges-to-bolster-access-to-lifesaving-tests-treatments-and-vaccines-to-end-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-the-best-time-to-prevent-the-next-pandemic-is-now-countries-join-voices-for-better-emergency-preparedness
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-the-best-time-to-prevent-the-next-pandemic-is-now-countries-join-voices-for-better-emergency-preparedness

Past crises have shown that once an outbreak is under control, governments and donors tend
to turn their attention to other pressing concerns. This cycle of “panic-then-forget” has
prevented the development of effective health emergency preparedness across the globe. The
world needs to break this cycle once and for all.
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World leaders, celebrities to join WHQO’s Big Event for Mental
Health on 10 October

On 10 October, World Mental Health Day, world leaders and internationally-recognized
celebrities and mental health advocates will come together for the World Health
Organization’s Big Event for Mental Health. WHO'’s first-ever online advocacy event for mental
health will focus on the urgent need to address the world’s chronic under-investment in mental
health — a problem that has been thrown into the spotlight during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Close to 1 billion people are living with a mental disorder, 3 million people die every year from
the harmful use of alcohol and one person dies every 40 seconds by suicide. And now, billions
of people around the world have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, which is having a

further impact on people’s mental health.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-world-leaders-celebrities-to-join-who-s-big-event-for-mental-health-on-10-october
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-world-leaders-celebrities-to-join-who-s-big-event-for-mental-health-on-10-october
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WHO launches portal for global data on the health and well-being
of older people

On the International Day of Older Persons, WHO is launching the first data portal that brings
together in one place data on global indicators for monitoring the health and well-being of
people aged 60 and over.

Data is included for indicators such as: percentage of older people aged 60 years and over;
healthy life expectancy at age 60; major causes of death in older people; prevalence of
common impairments such as hearing and vision loss; percentage of older people receiving
long-term care in residential facilities and in their home; and the percentage of older people
living in an age-friendly environment. Also included are indicators for tracking the progress of

government commitments to promote the health and well-being of older adults.
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COVID-19 disrupting mental health services in most countries,
WHO survey

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted or halted critical mental health services in 93% of
countries worldwide while the demand for mental health is increasing, according to a new
WHO survey. The survey of 130 countries provides the first global data showing the
devastating impact of COVID-19 on access to mental health services and underscores the
urgent need for increased funding.


https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-who-launches-portal-for-global-data-on-the-health-and-well-being-of-older-people
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-who-launches-portal-for-global-data-on-the-health-and-well-being-of-older-people
https://www.who.int/data/maternal-newborn-child-adolescent-ageing/ageing-data
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/05-10-2020-covid-19-disrupting-mental-health-services-in-most-countries-who-survey
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/05-10-2020-covid-19-disrupting-mental-health-services-in-most-countries-who-survey

The survey was published ahead of WHO’s Big Event for Mental Health — a global online
advocacy event on 10 October that will bring together world leaders, celebrities, and
advocates to call for increased mental health investments in the wake of COVID-19.

WHO has previously highlighted the chronic underfunding of mental health: prior to the
pandemic, countries were spending less than 2 per cent of their national health budgets on
mental health, and struggling to meet their populations’ needs.
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Region’s leaders gather virtually to tackle COVID-19 and other
health issues, chart WHQO’s work in the Western Pacific

Health ministers and senior officials from countries and areas across Asia and the Pacific are
gathering virtually this week to agree actions on health issues of the region and chart priorities
for the World Health Organization (WHO) in the Western Pacific.

The seventy-first session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific is being
held online from 6 to 9 October 2020. On the opening day, WHO briefed countries on the
COVID-19 situation in the Region and our work to support responses. Delegates shared
updates on the current situation and needs.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/978924012455
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-mental-health-day/world-mental-health-day-2020
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/06-10-2020-region-s-leaders-gather-virtually-to-tackle-covid-19-and-other-health-issues-chart-who-s-work-in-the-western-pacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/06-10-2020-region-s-leaders-gather-virtually-to-tackle-covid-19-and-other-health-issues-chart-who-s-work-in-the-western-pacific
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Responding to COVID-19 and building stronger health systems for
universal health coverage

Universal health coverage (UHC) means that everyone, everywhere can access health
services without experiencing financial hardship. The world was taking positive steps to deliver
health for all by 2030 before COVID-19 fundamentally disrupted health systems, societies and

economies. In less than a year, the pandemic has eroded the development gains achieved
over the past 25 years.

To get back on track for UHC, world leaders need to make tough decisions and take this
crucial opportunity to reset the very foundations of health systems: from governance to
financing, strengthening access to medicines, vaccines and health services, building up the
heath workforce, to strengthening the capacities of all countries to prevent and respond to
health emergencies. COVID-19 means we have to act now.

The UHC Partnership, one of WHQ’s largest initiatives for international cooperation for UHC,
is providing vital and timely support that is enabling countries to take advantage of the

opportunity to emerge stronger from the pandemic.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/responding-to-covid-19-and-building-stronger-health-systems-for-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/responding-to-covid-19-and-building-stronger-health-systems-for-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/health-topics/universal-health-coverage#tab=tab_1
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/covid-19/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/covid-19/
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Mental health of people with neglected tropical diseases: towards a
person-centred approach

People with neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are at high risk for mental health conditions,
and people with mental conditions are at higher risk of an NTD. The distress caused due to
the direct impact of the NTD, as well as stigma and discrimination, can lead to mental,
neurological and substance use problems and thoughts of self-harm or suicide.

This document calls attention to the mental health needs of people affected by NTDs and to
the importance of collaborative action and an integrated approach to address those needs. It
describes effective ways of supporting affected people and their carers and addressing
community stigma and discrimination.
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Global challenge for movement on mental health kicks off as lack of
1nvestment in mental health leaves millions without access to
services

A global social media challenge to get the world moving on mental health is launched today
with a call for a massive scale-up in investment in mental health.

Ahead of World Mental Health Day on 10 October, the World Health Organization, in
collaboration with United for Global Mental Health and the World Federation for Mental Health,
are encouraging people from all countries to support a global movement calling for greater
investment in mental health.

The #MoveforMentalHealth challenge is asking people around the world to post videos
showing what they do in support of their mental well-being — whether it be dancing, walking,
doing yoga, cooking, painting or something else entirely, on their favourite social media
platforms, using the hashtag #MoveForMentalHealth.


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240004528
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240004528
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-10-2020-global-challenge-for-movement-on-mental-health-kicks-off-as-lack-of-investment-in-mental-health-leaves-millions-without-access-to-services
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-10-2020-global-challenge-for-movement-on-mental-health-kicks-off-as-lack-of-investment-in-mental-health-leaves-millions-without-access-to-services
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-10-2020-global-challenge-for-movement-on-mental-health-kicks-off-as-lack-of-investment-in-mental-health-leaves-millions-without-access-to-services

Social media platforms such as Tik-Tok, Facebook and Instagram are supporting the
#MoveforMentalHealth challenge and helping kickstart broader conversations about mental
health, and the importance of investment.
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One stillbirth occurs every 16 seconds, according to first ever joint
UN estimates

Almost 2 million babies are stillborn every year — or 1 every 16 seconds — according to the first
ever joint stillbirth estimates released by UNICEF, WHO, the World Bank Group and the
Population Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

The vast majority of stillbirths, 84 per cent, occur in low- and lower-middle-income

countries, according to the new report, A Neglected Tragedy: The Global Burden of

Stillbirths. In 2019, 3 in 4 stillbirths occurred in sub-Saharan Africa or Southern Asia. A stillbirth
is defined in the report as a baby born with no signs of life at 28 weeks of pregancy or more.
The report warns that the COVID-19 pandemic could worsen the global number of stillbirths. A
50 per cent reduction in health services due to the pandemic could cause nearly 200 000
additional stillbirths over a 12-month period in 117 low- and middle-income countries. This
corresponds to an increase in the number of stillbirths by 11.1 per cent. According to modeling
done for the report by researchers from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, 13 countries could see a 20 per cent increase or more in the number of stillbirths over
a 12-month period.
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Region’s health ministers endorse action to promote access to
vaccines, safe surgery and healthy ageing

Health ministers across the World Health Organization (WHO) Western Pacific Region
endorsed action plans to improve access to life-saving vaccines and safe and affordable
surgery and to promote healthy ageing. The resolutions were adopted on the final day of the
seventy-first session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, which was held
virtually this week.

+ Protecting all with immunization

- Safe and affordable surgery

+ Healthy ageing
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WHO publishes guidance on climate resilient and environmentally
sustainable health care facilities

New WHO guidance for Climate Resilient and Environmentally Sustainable Health Care


https://weshare.unicef.org/Package/2AM408J01Y8C
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/09-10-2020-region-s-health-ministers-endorse-action-to-promote-access-to-vaccines-safe-surgery-and-healthy-ageing
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/09-10-2020-region-s-health-ministers-endorse-action-to-promote-access-to-vaccines-safe-surgery-and-healthy-ageing
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/about/governance/regional-committee/session-71
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-10-2020-who-publishes-guidance-on-climate-resilient-and-environmentally-sustainable-health-care-facilities
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-10-2020-who-publishes-guidance-on-climate-resilient-and-environmentally-sustainable-health-care-facilities

Facilities provides health professionals and health care facility managers with key tools and
interventions to strengthen health care facilities in the context of climate change. The aim is to
enable health care facilities to anticipate, respond to, recover from and adapt to climate-
related shocks and stresses, while minimizing negative impacts on the environment and
leveraging opportunities to restore and improve it.
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Impact of COVID-19 on people's livelihoods, their health and our
food systems

In the COVID-19 crisis food security, public health, and employment and labour issues, in
particular workers’ health and safety, converge. Adhering to workplace safety and health
practices and ensuring access to decent work and the protection of labour rights in all
industries will be crucial in addressing the human dimension of the crisis. Immediate and
purposeful action to save lives and livelihoods should include extending social protection
towards universal health coverage and income support for those most affected. These include
workers in the informal economy and in poorly protected and low-paid jobs, including youth,
older workers, and migrants. Particular attention must be paid to the situation of women, who
are over-represented in low-paid jobs and care roles. Different forms of support are key,
including cash transfers, child allowances and healthy school meals, shelter and food relief
initiatives, support for employment retention and recovery, and financial relief for businesses,
including micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. In designing and implementing such
measures it is essential that governments work closely with employers and workers.
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From the “new normal” to a “new future”: A sustainable response to
COVID-19

We are nine months into the COVID-19 pandemic and infections and deaths are accelerating
in many parts of the world. There are now more than 33.7 million confirmed cases and over
one million deaths.

The Asia Pacific Region has comparatively low COVID-19 figures today, partly because
countries have built up the capacities and mechanisms for emergency response over the
years guided by the Asia Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases and Public Health
Emergencies, or APSED.

However, as the pandemic in the Asia Pacific Region is entering a “new phase” of the
outbreak, governments and individuals need to take further actions to mitigate risk and
minimize transmission while maintaining social and economic activities.
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WHO: Global TB progress at risk

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries were making steady progress in tackling
tuberculosis (TB), with a 9% reduction in incidence seen between 2015 and 2019 and a 14%
drop in deaths in the same period. High-level political commitments at global and national
levels were delivering results. However, a new report from WHO shows that access to TB
services remains a challenge, and that global targets for prevention and treatment will likely be
missed without urgent action and investments.
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Solidarity Therapeutics Trial produces conclusive evidence on the
effectiveness of repurposed drugs for COVID-19 in record time

In just six months, the world’s largest randomized control trial on COVID-19 therapeutics has
generated conclusive evidence on the effectiveness of repurposed drugs for the treatment of
COVID-19.

Interim results from the Solidarity Therapeutics Trial, coordinated by the World Health
Organization, indicate that remdesivir, hydroxychloroquine, lopinavir/ritonavir and interferon
regimens appeared to have little or no effect on 28-day mortality or the in-hospital course of
COVID-19 among hospitalized patients.

The study, which spans more than 30 countries, looked at the effects of these treatments on
overall mortality, initiation of ventilation, and duration of hospital stay in hospitalized patients.
Other uses of the drugs, for example in treatment of patients in the community or for
prevention, would have to be examined using different trials.
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New electronic survey manual supports countries to combat
micronutrient deficiencies

A new Micronutrient survey manual (2020) and toolkit, developed in collaboration by WHO,
CDC, UNICEF and Nutrition International were published today to meet the demand of
countries interested in assessing the micronutrient status of their populations.

Addressing micronutrient malnutrition is one of the greatest global health challenges. Surveys
assessing micronutrient status provide a basis for policy makers and programme
implementers to understand the magnitude of micronutrient deficiencies and to gather the
evidence needed to improve programming. Guidance on how to evaluate the impact of
interventions to improve micronutrient status is also included in the manual.
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WHO and Disney Junior’s "Doc McStuffins" team up to remind
young kids to wash their hands

WHO and Disney Junior have joined forces to remind children around the world of the
importance of thorough handwashing in preventing the spread of germs and disease.

Disney Junior’s Doc McStuffins, a young girl who aspires to follow in her doctor mother’s
footsteps and practices by treating whatever ails her toys, is joined by her “patients” in a hand
washing public service announcement, developed courtesy of Disney Junior, which gently

reminds young viewers to wash their hands with soap.
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Kim Sledge and the World We Want partner with WHO Foundation
to re-record unity anthem “We Are Family” in response to COVID-
19 and to focus on global public health needs

Special edition cover of the classic song “We Are Family’ will be accompanied by a worldwide
viral video starring celebrities, frontline health heroes, leaders and members of the public
singing together in a show of solidarity and support for addressing present and future global
public health needs, including COVID-19.

Launching today, the #WeAreFamily video campaign will invite people worldwide to star in the
music video, recording videos of themselves with their close family and friends singing the
song and then sharing this on their social media channels.
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The World Health Organization and Wikimedia Foundation expand
access to trusted information about COVID-19 on Wikipedia

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Wikimedia Foundation, the nonprofit that
administers Wikipedia, announced today a collaboration to expand the public’s access to the
latest and most reliable information about COVID-19.


https://www.who.int/news/item/19-10-2020-kim-sledge-and-the-world-we-want-partner-with-who-foundation-to-re-record-unity-anthem-we-are-family-in-response-to-covid-19-and-to-focus-on-global-public-health-needs
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-10-2020-kim-sledge-and-the-world-we-want-partner-with-who-foundation-to-re-record-unity-anthem-we-are-family-in-response-to-covid-19-and-to-focus-on-global-public-health-needs
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-10-2020-kim-sledge-and-the-world-we-want-partner-with-who-foundation-to-re-record-unity-anthem-we-are-family-in-response-to-covid-19-and-to-focus-on-global-public-health-needs
https://www.who.int/campaigns/connecting-the-world-to-combat-coronavirus/together-at-home/we-are-family-campaign
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-10-2020-the-world-health-organization-and-wikimedia-foundation-expand-access-to-trusted-information-about-covid-19-on-wikipedia
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-10-2020-the-world-health-organization-and-wikimedia-foundation-expand-access-to-trusted-information-about-covid-19-on-wikipedia

The collaboration will make trusted, public health information available under the Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike license at a time when countries face continuing resurgences
of COVID-19 and social stability increasingly depends on the public’s shared understanding of
the facts.
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Steroids boost survival of preterm babies in low-resource settings,
new study finds

The results of a new clinical trial, published today in the New England Journal of Medicine,
show that dexamethasone—a glucocorticoid used to treat many conditions, including
rheumatic problems and severe COVID-19— can boost survival of premature babies when
given to pregnant women at risk of preterm birth in low-resource settings.

The WHO ACTION-I trial resolves an ongoing controversy about the efficacy of antenatal
steroids for improving preterm newborn survival in low-income countries. Dexamethasone and
similar drugs have long shown to be effective in saving preterm babies lives in high-income
countries, where high-quality newborn care is more accessible. This is the first time a clinical
trial has proven that the drugs are also effective in low-income settings.
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New book calls on world leaders to unite in response to health
threats

At the occasion of the World Health Summit 2020 and the 75" anniversary of the United
Nations, a new book has been launched that calls on world leaders and politicians to unite in
their response to the COVID-19 pandemic and other threats to health and the global economy.
Health: A Political Choice — Act Now, Together is the latest in a series of titles published by
the Global Governance Project in collaboration with WHO.

Calling for coordinated action in response to COVID-19 and on other pressing health-related
issues, the publication focuses on five key areas:

1. Inclusive economics, defined by a new social contract and the pursuit of progress for
all

2. The fundamental requirements for a healthy life and equitable health care

3. Equitable investments and how to make universal health coverage a reality

4. Health in the digital age and how technology can help reshape the human rights
agenda

5. The long-term outlook on global health
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Beijing+25: where are we now, and where do we go next?

Progress on gender equality has been made in all 12 key areas identified in the 1995 Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action on Women - but for millions of girls and women around the

world today, this visionary agenda is still far from reality.


https://www.who.int/news/item/23-10-2020-new-book-calls-on-world-leaders-to-unite-in-response-to-health-threats
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https://www.who.int/news/item/27-10-2020-beijing-25-where-are-we-now-and-where-do-we-go-next
https://www.who.int/initiatives/beijing25
https://www.who.int/initiatives/beijing25

The British Medical Journal (BMJ) has commissioned a special series of papers on “Women’s
Health and Gender Inequalities” with support from the World Health Organization (WHO), the
Human Reproduction Programme (HRP) and the United Nations University International
Institute for Global Health (UNU-1IGH).

Launched at the World Health Summit, the series reflects on priorities articulated twenty-five

years ago for improving women’s health, and asks: what has been learned, and what still

needs to change?
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