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Global leaders unite in urgent call for international pandemic treaty

- 25 heads of government and international agencies come together in extraordinary
joint call

- New treaty would signal high-level political action needed to protect the world from
future health crises

The international community should work together “towards a new international treaty
for pandemic preparedness and response” to build a more robust global health
architecture that will protect future generations, world leaders said in a commentary
published today in several newspapers around the world.

“There will be other pandemics and other major health emergencies. No single
government or multilateral agency can address this threat alone,” the leaders say in
their article. “The question is not if, but when. Together, we must be better prepared to
predict, prevent, detect, assess and effectively respond to pandemics in a highly
coordinated fashion. The COVID-19 pandemic has been a stark and painful reminder
that nobody is safe until everyone is safe.”

The main goal of a new international treaty for pandemic preparedness and response
would be to foster a comprehensive, multi-sectoral approach to strengthen national,
regional and global capacities and resilience to future pandemics. This is an opportunity
for the world to come together as a global community for peaceful cooperation that
extends beyond this crisis.
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WHO calls for further studies, data on origin of SARS-CoV-2 virus,
reiterates that all hypotheses remain open



https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-global-leaders-unite-in-urgent-call-for-international-pandemic-treaty
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-who-calls-for-further-studies-data-on-origin-of-sars-cov-2-virus-reiterates-that-all-hypotheses-remain-open
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-who-calls-for-further-studies-data-on-origin-of-sars-cov-2-virus-reiterates-that-all-hypotheses-remain-open

The report of the international team on their Wuhan field visit, from 14 January -10
February 2021, was published today as WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus called for further studies.

The report stems from a Member State resolution adopted by consensus at the World
Health Assembly in May 2020 and calling on WHO “to identify the zoonotic source of the
virus and the route of introduction to the human population, including the possible role
of intermediate hosts, including through efforts such as scientific and collaborative field
missions.”

In remarks to Member States today, Dr Tedros, who received the full report on the
weekend, thanked the team for their tireless work. He said it advances our
understanding in important ways, while raising questions that will need to be addressed
by further studies, as noted in the report. “As far as WHO is concerned, all hypotheses
remain on the table. This report is a very important beginning, but it is not the end. We
have not yet found the source of the virus, and we must continue to follow the science
and leave no stone unturned as we do,” said Dr Tedros. “Finding the origin of a virus
takes time and we owe it to the world to find the source so we can collectively take
steps to reduce the risk of this happening again. No single research trip can provide all
the answers.”
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New WHO-IUCN Expert Working Group on Biodiversity, Climate,
One Health and Nature-based Solutions

Leading experts engaged in the science-policy interface of public health, biodiversity,
and climate change will collaborate in an innovative initiative led by the WHO and IUCN
to help guide decision makers toward a healthier, greener and more sustainable future
as they navigate the challenges of the post-COVID-19 era.

Based on the strong premise that many of the solutions to the common environmental
and public health threats that we face can only be found through iterative, cross-sectoral
and interdisciplinary knowledge exchange, the working group will catalyse the
development of coherent and inclusive, evidence-based policies that promote a healthy
recovery, help prevent future health risks associated with ecosystem degradation,
biodiversity loss and climate change, and chart a common path toward the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).
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Living with the Times: new toolkit helps older adults maintain good
mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The “Living with the Times” toolkit contains illustrated posters with key messages for
older adults on how to maintain their well-being during the COVID-19 pandemic, while
supporting those around them at the same time. Thanks to their unique design, the
posters require minimal reading skills, are culturally diverse and aim to engage older
adults in conversations and activities, rather than simply share information. The toolkit
also includes instructions for facilitators of mental health and psychosocial support
(MHPSS) on how to conduct guided conversations with older adults using these posters.
Posters and facilitator instructions were designed in a way that each can be used alone
or in combination, as a complete toolkit.

The “Living with the times” toolkit is truly unique. For the first time, the Inter-Agency
Standing Committee (IASC) Reference Group on Mental Health and Psychosocial
Support (MHPSS) in Emergency Settings (IASC MHPSS RG) in a unique collaboration
with experts from different disciplines, including dementia, MHPSS in humanitarian
settings, and ageing and disability, developed a resource specifically targeting the needs
of older adults.
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WHO urges countries to build a fairer, healthier world post-COVID-
19

COVID-19 has unfairly impacted some people more harshly than others, exacerbating
existing inequities in health and welfare within and between countries. For World Health
Day, 7 April 2021, WHQO is therefore issuing five calls for urgent action to improve health
for all people.

Within countries, illness and death from COVID-19 have been higher among groups who


https://www.who.int/news/item/01-04-2021-living-with-the-times-new-toolkit-helps-older-adults-maintain-good-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-04-2021-living-with-the-times-new-toolkit-helps-older-adults-maintain-good-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2021-03/Living%20with%20the%20Times%2C%20A%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Psychosocial%20Support%20Toolkit%20for%20Older%20Adults%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Pandemic.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-on-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-emergency-settings
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-04-2021-who-urges-countries-to-build-a-fairer-healthier-world-post-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-04-2021-who-urges-countries-to-build-a-fairer-healthier-world-post-covid-19
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2021
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2021

face discrimination, poverty, social exclusion, and adverse daily living and working
conditions - including humanitarian crises. The pandemic is estimated to have driven
between 119 and 124 million more people into extreme poverty last year. And there is
convincing evidence that it has widened gender gaps in employment, with women
exiting the labour force in greater numbers than men over the past 12 months.

These inequities in people’s living conditions, health services, and access to power,
money and resources are long-standing. The result: under-5 mortality rates among
children from the poorest households are double that of children from the richest
households. Life expectancy for people in low-income countries is 16 years lower than
for people in high-income countries. For example, 9 out of 10 deaths globally from
cervical cancer occur in low- and middle-income countries.
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COVAX reaches over 100 economies, 42 days after first international
delivery

- The COVAX Facility has now delivered life-saving vaccines to over 100 economies since
making its first international delivery to Ghana on 24 February 2021.

- So far, more than 38 million doses of vaccines from manufacturers AstraZeneca, Pfizer-
BioNTech and Serum Institute of India (SII) have now been delivered, including 61



https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2021-covax-reaches-over-100-economies-42-days-after-first-international-delivery
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2021-covax-reaches-over-100-economies-42-days-after-first-international-delivery

economies eligible for vaccines through the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment.

- COVAX aims to supply vaccines to all participating economies that have requested
vaccines, in the first half of 2021, despite some delays in planned deliveries for March
and April.
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Health equity and its determinants

This is the second World Health Day to fall during the COVID-19 pandemic — the world’s
worst peacetime health crisis in a century. It comes amidst gruelling and painful times
for the world’s people who are dealing with the impacts of the pandemic, including those
working in the health sector.

The cost of COVID-19 is so high that it demands we do things differently: that we
commit to building a fairer and healthier world by taking health equity much more
seriously than before - and meet head-on the social and economic factors that cause
health inequities.

This is WHO's call to action on World Health Day - and in the year-long campaign that
WHO is launching to mark the day.
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/health-equity-and-its-determinants
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/world-health-day-2021/health-equity-and-its-determinants.pdf?sfvrsn=6c36f0a5_1&download=true
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US$ 1.4 trillion lost every vear to tobacco use - New tobacco tax

manual shows ways to save lives, money and build back better after
COVID-19

WHO's new technical manual on tobacco tax policy and administration shows countries
ways to cut down on over US$1.4 trillion in health expenditures and lost productivity
due to tobacco use worldwide.

Improved tobacco taxation policies can also be a key component of building back better
after COVID-19, where countries need additional resources to respond and to finance
health system recovery.

“We launched this new manual to provide updated, clear, and practical guidance for
policymakers, finance officials, tax authorities, customs officials and others involved in
tobacco tax policy to create and implement the strongest tobacco taxation policies for
their specific countries,” said Jeremias N. Paul Jr, Unit Head for the Fiscal Policies for
Health team in the Health Promotion Department at WHO.

“We hope this document sheds light on the significant advantages to raising tobacco
taxation. The data and insights provided here should be an eye opener for policymakers
worldwide,” he said.

The ‘best buy’ highlighted in the manual not only saves money, but saves lives. The
human and economic costs of tobacco are on the rise - 8 million people died because of
tobacco last year.
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Reducing public health risks associated with the sale of live wild
animals of mammalian species in traditional food markets

To reduce the public health risks associated with the sale of live wild animals for food in
traditional food markets, WHO, OIE and UNEP have issued guidance on actions that
national governments should consider adopting urgently with the aim of making
traditional markets safer and recognizing their central role in providing food and
livelihoods for large populations.

In particular, WHO, OIE and UNEP call on national competent authorities to suspend the
trade in live caught wild animals of mammalian species for food or breeding purposes
and close sections of food markets selling live caught wild animals of mammalian species
as an emergency measure.

Although this document focuses on the risk of disease emergence in traditional food
markets where live animals are sold for food, it is also relevant for other utilizations of
wild animals. All these uses of wild animals require an approach that is characterized by
conservation of biodiversity, animal welfare and national and international regulations
regarding threatened and endangered species.
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Benefits of continuing to provide life-saving HIV services outweigh
the risk of COVID-19 transmission by 100 to 1

Disruption to HIV services as high as 75% has been reported in some countries—to
prevent increased AIDS-related deaths, HIV services must continue during the COVID-
19 pandemic

UNAIDS and WHO have supported mathematical modelling to establish the benefits of
continuing HIV services compared to the potential harm of additional COVID-19
transmission. The analysis shows that maintaining HIV services would avert between
19 and 146 AIDS-related deaths per 10 000 people over a 50-year time horizon, while
the additional COVID-19-related deaths from exposures related to HIV services would
be 0.002 to 0.15 per 10 000 people. The analysis demonstrates that the benefits of
continuing to provide HIV services during the COVID-19 pandemic far outweigh the risk
of additional COVID-19-related deaths.
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From value for money to value-based health services: a twenty-first
century shift

Health policy makers around the world have long shown interest in the value created
by health systems and this preoccupation will likely only intensify in the current context
of the COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing global recession. Yet, there remains much
confusion about what value actually means and none of the existing approaches has
looked at value holistically, from the perspective of the entire health system.


https://www.who.int/news/item/13-04-2021-benefits-of-continuing-to-provide-life-saving-hiv-services-outweigh-the-risk-of-covid-19-transmission-by-100-to-1
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-04-2021-benefits-of-continuing-to-provide-life-saving-hiv-services-outweigh-the-risk-of-covid-19-transmission-by-100-to-1
https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.03.01.21252663
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240020344
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240020344

WHQ's policy brief explicitly looks at how to value health more holistically by working
through 3 levers which act at the system level- setting a health benefits package,
strategic purchasing and integrated people-centred health services -- to advance UHC
objectives. WHO guidance on those 3 levers are highlighted, such as the “3D"” (Data,
Dialogue, Decision) approach to priority setting for benefits package selection, the “UHC
Compendium”, and the Integrated, People-Centred Health Services Framework
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Briefing note: Antimicrobial resistance: An emerging water,
sanitation and hygiene issue

In May 2015, WHO launched the Global action plan on antimicrobial resistance.
Antimicrobial-resistant bacteria and their antimicrobial resistance genes are common
and widespread contaminants fecal wastes and water. Understanding and addressing
the role of water and waste in combatting antimicrobial resistance is an important
element of the Global Action Plan. This briefing note provides an overview of WASH and
antimicrobial resistance and proposes new directions for risk assessment management,
policy and research.

Ensuring universal access to sanitation, hygiene and safe water in households, health
facilities and schools remains a priority preventive public health intervention to prevent
many infections including those that require antibiotic treatment.
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Global shortage of innovative antibiotics fuels emergence and spread
of drug-resistance

The world is still failing to develop desperately needed antibacterial treatments,
despite growing awareness of the urgent threat of antibiotic resistance, according

to report by the World Health Organization. WHO reveals that none of the 43
antibiotics that are currently in clinical development sufficiently address the problem of
drug resistance in the world’s most dangerous bacteria.

“The persistent failure to develop, manufacture, and distribute effective new
antibiotics is further fueling the impact of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and threatens
our ability to successfully treat bacterial infections,” says Dr. Hanan Balkhy, WHO
Assistant Director General on AMR.

Almost all the new antibiotics that have been brought to market in recent decades are
variations of antibiotic drugs classes that had been discovered by the 1980s.

The impact of AMR is most severe in resource-constrained settings and among
vulnerable groups such as new-borns and young children. Bacterial pneumonia and
bloodstream infections are among the major causes of childhood mortality under the
age of 5. Approximately 30% of neonates with sepsis die due to bacterial infections
resistant to multiple first-line antibiotics. https://doi.org/10.1016/52214-
109X(17)30362-5
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WHO-backed global youth mobilization funds young people's ideas to
combat impact of COVID-19 pandemic

- Initiative led by the world’s six largest youth organizations and supported by the World
Health Organization and United Nations Foundation will fund the work of young people
in communities impacted by the global COVID-19 pandemic

- Impact of the global pandemic on young people to be addressed at Global Youth
Summit

- Young people will decide where the money goes and how it is spent

- Global Youth Mobilization backed by UNICEF, USAID, UNFPA, European Commission,
Salesforce, FIFA and Heads of State and Governments from around the world

From today, young people around the world will be able to apply for funding to support
innovative Local Solutions to address the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, as part of
a new initiative called the Global Youth Mobilization. Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director-General, climate change activist Greta Thunberg and youth
representatives from the Global Youth Mobilization will launch the call for applications at
a press conference on Monday 19 April 2021 at 1700 CEST.
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Guidance for the surveillance of drug resistance in tuberculosis: Sixth
edition

The aim of this document is to assist national tuberculosis (TB) programmes in
developing the strongest possible mechanisms of surveillance for drug resistance in
TB, building on more than 25 years of global experience. This starts from periodic
surveys of sampled patients, moving towards an ultimate goal of continuous
surveillance systems based on routine drug susceptibility testing (DST). This guidance
promotes certain standardized criteria for surveillance to ensure that results are
comparable within and between countries over time. The target audience of this
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https://globalyouthmobilization.org/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240018020
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240018020

document is national TB programmes and, in particular, the coordination team for
surveillance ideally composed of the programme manager, a laboratory specialist, a
logistician, and an epidemiologist/statistician.

fazICH T DRAMEERDIEOHDHA IR (58 6 hR)

AAAFZADEWIE, 25 FLUECHZDHEHRIVMZERICEDN T, FEDBRIOTSAIC
BIFDRBOERIMET —RAS>X « ADZXLOHFEZZIEIDZETT,
HATDXTE B—RA S ADTZHDIFELSNTEREZHEL . RS LUESIOERZ
REAN(CHER TEDRSICLTNVET,

AEDOHGRE (G FREDOEZT OIS LA THD., F(C, BEANICETIOISANR—2v— &
BEDEMR, OZRTa TR, BFE/METFETRBRINDIT XA SO ADHREF—ALAT
ED

202144 A 21 H

Disability in children and adolescents must be integrated into the
global health agenda

Childhood disability is not a priority in health systems. A recently published article in the
BMJ] by Cieza and colleagues argues why this needs to change.

Firstly, the number of children with disability is increasing. More children are surviving,
but not all of them are thriving. The article explores trends in prevalence of a number
of health conditions associated with high levels of disability comparing data from 1990
and 2019. Results show that numbers of children and adolescents living with disability
rose substantially owing to population increases with some conditions such as migraine,
asthma, hearing impairment or injuries exceeding 100 million cases among those aged
<20 years. This means more children need health services to optimise their functioning.
However, most health systems cannot deal with the current needs of children with
disability, let alone meet the rising demand.
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Statement on the seventh meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus

disease (COVID-19) pandemic

The seventh meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-
General under the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) regarding the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) took place on Thursday, 15 April 2021 from 12:00 to
16:30 Geneva time (CEST).

Temporary Recommendations to States Parties

- COVID-19 Vaccination

- SARS-CoV-2 Variants

- Health measures in relation to international traffic

- One Health

- Origins of SARS-CoV-2

- Risk Communications, Community Engagement and Risk Management
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WHO and the International Organisation of the Francophonie (IOF)
sign Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen access to health
1n Francophone countries

The World Health Organization and the International Organisation of the
Francophonie (IOF) today signed a memorandum of understanding to scale up
collaboration and boost access to health services in Francophone countries.

The agreement, finalized at a ceremony held at the WHO Headquarters in Geneva,
focuses on advancing universal health coverage, fighting malaria and collaborating on
the development of the WHO Academy, which aims to train millions of health workers
worldwide. It will also support COVID-19 response efforts, including on promoting
equitable access to vaccines.
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New WHO Global Compact to speed up action to tackle diabetes

The World Health Organization’s new Global Diabetes Compact aims to bring a much-
needed boost to efforts to prevent diabetes and bring treatment to all who need

it — 100 years after the discovery of insulin.

The Compact is being launched today at the Global Diabetes Summit, which is co-hosted by
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WHO and the Government of Canada, with the support of the University of Toronto. During the
event, the President of Kenya will join the Prime Ministers of Fiji, Norway and Singapore; the
WHO Global Ambassador for Noncommunicable Diseases and Injuries, Michael R. Bloomberg;
and ministers of health from a number of countries as well as diabetes experts and people living
with diabetes, to highlight the ways in which they will support this new collaborative effort. Other
UN agencies, civil society partners and representatives of the private sector will also attend.
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World Malaria Day: WHO launches effort to stamp out malaria in 25
more countries by 2025

Ahead of World Malaria Day, marked annually on 25 April, WHO congratulates the
growing number of countries that are approaching, and achieving, zero cases of malaria.
A new initiative launched today aims to halt transmission of the disease in 25 more
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countries by 2025.

Of the 87 countries with malaria, 46 reported fewer than 10 000 cases of the disease
in 2019 compared to 26 countries in 2000. By the end of 2020, 24 countries had
reported interrupting malaria transmission for 3 years or more. Of these, 11 were
certified malaria-free by WHO.

“Many of the countries we are recognizing today carried, at one time, a very high burden
of malaria. Their successes were hard-won and came only after decades of concerted
action” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “Together, they
have shown the world that malaria elimination is a viable goal for all countries.”
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ACT-Accelerator one year on

The ACT-Accelerator marks its first anniversary today with a special report on the global
alliance’s progress against the COVID-19 pandemic. The “ACT Now, ACT Together: 2021
Impact Report” details the major scientific advances that have been made to confront
the new disease, along with the history-making collaboration of global health
organizations, governments, foundations, civil society, scientists and the private sector.
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COVID-19 continues to disrupt essential health services in 90% of
countries

The second round of a World Health Organization “pulse survey” reveals that over one
year into the COVID-19 pandemic, substantial disruptions persist, with about 90% of
countries still reporting one or more disruptions to essential health services, marking no
substantial global change since the first survey conducted in the summer of 2020.
Within countries, however, the magnitude and extent of disruptions has generally
decreased. In 2020, countries reported that, on average, about half of essential health
services were disrupted. In the first 3 months of 2021, however, they reported progress,
with just over one third of services now being disrupted.
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Immunization services begin slow recovery from COVID-19
disruptions, though millions of children remain at risk from deadly
diseases — WHO, UNICEF, Gavi

While immunization services have started to recover from disruptions caused by COVID-
19, millions of children remain vulnerable to deadly diseases, the World Health
Organization (WHO), UNICEF and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance warned today during World
Immunization Week, highlighting the urgent need for a renewed global commitment to
improve vaccination access and uptake.

“Vaccines will help us end the COVID-19 pandemic but only if we ensure fair access for
all countries, and build strong systems to deliver them,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHOQO'’s Director-General. “And if we're to avoid multiple outbreaks of life-
threatening diseases like measles, yellow fever and diphtheria, we must ensure routine
vaccination services are protected in every country in the world.”

A WHO survey has found that, despite progress when compared to the situation in 2020,
more than one third of respondent countries (37%) still report experiencing disruptions
to their routine immunization services.
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Tribute to John Storey

The malaria community is mourning the passing of former WHO staff member John
Storey, global authority on malaria control and a leading expert on malaria microscopy.
This tribute was developed by Steve Bjorge, Jeffrey Hii, Cecil Hugo, Michael Macdonald,
Kevin Palmer and Allan Schapira.
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Leprosy (Hansen’s disease): interrupting transmission and achieving
zero autochthonous cases

The World Health Organization (WHO) has unveiled its new strategy to achieve
interruption of transmission and zero new cases for leprosy in more than 100 countries
by 2030. The strategy also aims to significantly reduce the disease burden in remaining
countries.

Following remarkable progress over the past 4 decades, Towards zero leprosy — Global
Leprosy (Hansen'’s disease) Strategy 2021-2030 moves beyond “elimination as a public
health problem”,' to motivating high-burden countries and stimulating work in other
countries to complete the unfinished task of ending the disease.
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