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World AIDS Day 2021

HIV remains a major public health issue that affects millions of people worldwide.
Although the world has made significant progress in recent decades, important global
targets for 2020 were not met.

Division, disparity and disregard for human rights are among the failures that allowed HIV
to become and remain a global health crisis. Now, COVID-19 is exacerbating inequities and
disruptions to services, making the lives of many people living with HIV more challenging.
The theme of World AIDS Day 2021 is “End inequalities. End AIDS”. With a special focus
on reaching people left behind, WHO and its partners are highlighting the growing
inequalities in access to essential HIV services.

On 1 December 2021, WHO is calling on global leaders and citizens to rally to confront the
inequalities that drive AIDS and to reach people who are currently not receiving essential

HIV services.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2021

December 3 is International Day of Persons with Disabilities IDPD), and on this Day WHO


https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-aids-day/world-aids-day-2021
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/12/03/default-calendar/international-day-of-persons-with-disabilities-2021

joins other partners around the world to celebrate a day for all.

More than 1 billion people experience disability, and this figure is predicted to rise, due in
part to population ageing and an increase in the prevalence of noncommunicable
diseases. Despite this, few countries have adequate mechanisms in place to respond fully to

the health priorities and requirements of persons with disabilities.
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Interim statement on COVID-19 vaccination for children and
adolescents

The greatest burden of disease in terms of severe disease and deaths remains among older
persons and those with comorbidities, the evidence of which led to the WHO Prioritization
Roadmap which identifies high priority-use groups according to vaccine supplies available to
countries(1). WHO recognizes that various countries are in different pandemic phases with
different vaccination coverage rates. The WHO global vaccination strategy targets remain:
40% of each country’s population by end of 2021, and 70% by mid-2022(2). These coverage
targets were set to ensure an equitable pace of global vaccine rollout & prioritization of those
at highest risk. To date, these targets have not yet been achieved.

This interim statement examines the role of COVID-19 vaccines in adolescents and children
in the global context of inequitable vaccine distribution across countries and globally limited

vaccine supply.

FEEEBFFAOICKT S COVID-19 DU F U AEBDREAMECDWNT

WHO (&, FHE1E(ICE 9 3 EPIROEISIEER D)L —F (SAGE) &FD COVID-19 DUF>
VEEEP S DRIBEZZ(T T, BREAYUXX N (EUL) (CBENIZIRTEAFIEE!R COVID-19 D
DF o FEEEETEICIERET DINEN & TOFECE T /IR U R ERK
LELR.

fEEm A TO®EDTY (BH) o

o FEEVBFEEFHALCLRTRINEMEDN H D28, BAED COVID-19 DU TH
BVWIIL—TCBUTUVWRWVIRD, SEEDIEMHNEERIRECH DA, EFEIEEEC


https://www.who.int/news/item/24-11-2021-interim-statement-on-covid-19-vaccination-for-children-and-adolescents
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-11-2021-interim-statement-on-covid-19-vaccination-for-children-and-adolescents
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WHO publishes updated guidance on validation of elimination of
mother-to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B virus

WHO has updated its Global guidance on criteria and processes for validation: elimination
of mother-to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B virus. This third version of

global guidance incorporates EMTCT of HBV towards validation of triple elimination and
provides standardized processes and criteria to both validate EMTCT of HIV, syphilis and
HBYV, and to recognize high burden countries that have made significant progress on the
path to elimination (PTE).
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https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2021-who-publishes-updated-guidance-on-validation-of-elimination-of-mother-to-child-transmission-of-hiv-syphilis-and-hepatitis-b-virus
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2021-who-publishes-updated-guidance-on-validation-of-elimination-of-mother-to-child-transmission-of-hiv-syphilis-and-hepatitis-b-virus
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240039360
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240039360
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Governing health innovation for the common good

More than twice as many people have died from Covid-19 in 2021 than during the whole of
2020, despite having highly effective vaccines and other technologies available to control the
disease. Yet access to breakthrough health innovation has been highly inequitable, which is
not only a moral failure but also contributes to prolonging the pandemic. In the face of the
biggest health, social and economic crisis of our lifetime, business-as-usual prevailed for
health innovation: socializing risks and investments through publicly financed research,
while privatizing the gains and ownership over resulting knowledge and technologies

through intellectual property monopolies.
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WHO Pandemic Ethics & Policy Summit

From resource allocation and priority-setting, access to vaccines, vaccine mandates,
lockdowns, travel restrictions, public health surveillance, and obligations to conduct clinical
trials, the COVID-19 pandemic has raised profound ethical challenges on an unprecedented
global scale.

The Summit is organized by the WHO Heath Ethics and Governance Unit in collaboration
with the WHO’s Working Group on Ethics and COVID-19 and the ACT-Accelerator Ethics

& Governance Working Group.
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/governing-health-innovation-for-the-common-good
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-11-2021-who-pandemic-ethics-policy-summit
https://www.who.int/groups/working-group-on-ethics-and-covid-19
https://www.who.int/groups/accelerator-ethics-governance-working-group
https://www.who.int/groups/accelerator-ethics-governance-working-group
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Global progress report on WASH in health care facilities:
Fundamentals first

The report identifies major global gaps in WASH services: one third of health care facilities
do not have what is needed to clean hands where care is provided; one in four facilities have
no water services, and 10% have no sanitation services. This means that 1.8 billion people
use facilities that lack basic water services and 800 million use facilities with no toilets.
Across the world’s 47 least-developed countries, the problem is even greater: half of health
care facilities lack basic water services. Furthermore, the extent of the problem remains
hidden because major gaps in data persist, especially on environmental cleaning.

This report also describes the global and national responses to the 2019 World Health
Assembly resolution on WASH in health care facilities.
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Looking to the future: The Rockefeller Foundation and WHO identify
priorities for global health collaboration

On 8-10 November 2021, Dr Naveen Rao, Senior Vice President, Health and other senior
representatives from The Rockefeller Foundation joined World Health Organization (WHO)

representatives to review the strategic directions of collaboration between the two


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240017542
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240017542
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2021-looking-to-the-future-the-rockefeller-foundation-and-who-identify-priorities-for-global-health-collaboration
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2021-looking-to-the-future-the-rockefeller-foundation-and-who-identify-priorities-for-global-health-collaboration

Organizations. Notably they discussed support for the WHO Health Emergencies
Programme and the Science Division, including the WHO Hub on for Pandemic and
Epidemic Intelligence, genomic surveillance, infodemiology, vaccine equity and demand

generation and WHO’s ongoing work with philanthropic organizations.
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World Health Assembly agrees to launch process to develop historic
global accord on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response

In a consensus decision aimed at protecting the world from future infectious diseases crises,
the World Health Assembly today agreed to kickstart a global process to draft and negotiate
a convention, agreement or other international instrument under the Constitution of the

World Health Organization to strengthen pandemic prevention, preparedness and response.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-world-health-assembly-agrees-to-launch-process-to-develop-historic-global-accord-on-pandemic-prevention-preparedness-and-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-world-health-assembly-agrees-to-launch-process-to-develop-historic-global-accord-on-pandemic-prevention-preparedness-and-response
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Tripartite and UNEP support OHHLEP's definition of "One Health"

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the World Health Organization (WHO) welcome the newly formed operational
definition of One Health from their advisory panel, the One Health High Level Expert Panel

(OHHLEP), whose members represent a broad range of disciplines in science and
policy-related sectors relevant to One Health from around the world.
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Policy Call for Universal Parenting Support to Prevent Abuse and
Neglect of Children

Issued by WHO, UNICEF and the Office of the Special Representative of the

Secretary-General on Violence against Children, this brief advocacy document Universal

parenting support to prevent abuse and neglect: a policy call for national governments
describes how a minimum package of well-evidenced parenting support can significantly
prevent abuse and neglect of children. Furthermore, it recommends a universal approach to

benefit every parent or caregiver.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-tripartite-and-unep-support-ohhlep-s-definition-of-one-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-policy-call-for-universal-parenting-support-to-prevent-abuse-and-neglect-of-children
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-policy-call-for-universal-parenting-support-to-prevent-abuse-and-neglect-of-children

CNBDTOTS AL FEBETDEEEDRANREREEUZBE LSE. AEDURU%
B3 1T8ZRS UET . #FHADIIB LT IRANZERTDE. 1 FRirkHIEDDTFBE CRIBEE
DIARME. ERRINERDOF BT OIS LADIARA N EFRETEHET .

WHO. 1=t 7. EENMERERITUENE [EFERTLO NEBTZDEBNRTE CX
£ . FEBEAOBRIEE ] (&, EIESNZFE CBEDMRN. FEBDEFORIL T
ZRKBICBHS ZENTEBRZEEFHBALUTVET,

2021412 A6 H

Building investment cases for nutrition interventions: rationale and
experience

From child stunting, to anaemia among girls and women, to adult obesity - malnutrition
continues to affect an ‘unacceptably large number of people’ around the world. The newly

released Global Nutrition Report, 2021 warns that, “The high human, environmental and

economic costs of continuing our current trajectory are so significant that we will pay a far
higher price if we fail to act”. With the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit quickly

approaching, making the investment case for nutrition has never been so timely or

pressing.
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Schistosomiasis: large-scale treatment decreases prevalence by 60%
among school-aged children

Researchers have found that treating school-aged children periodically with praziquantel
has decreased the prevalence of schistosomiasis (bilharzia) in sub-Saharan Africa by almost
60% during the past 20 years.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/12/02/default-calendar/building-investment-cases-for-nutrition-interventions-rationale-and-experience
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/12/02/default-calendar/building-investment-cases-for-nutrition-interventions-rationale-and-experience
https://globalnutritionreport.org/reports/2021-global-nutrition-report/
https://nutritionforgrowth.org/events/
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-12-2021-schistosomiasis-large-scale-treatment-decreases-prevalence-by-60-among-school-aged-children
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-12-2021-schistosomiasis-large-scale-treatment-decreases-prevalence-by-60-among-school-aged-children

) 60 % WA LTZZEMNDMDFELUE.

WHO DEEFH SRV EVERXTRER (S, [ ZDMAFE(E. WHO DR I D Z BN F EBIEBEAD
EHANIEREES OB Z RIEDTY . BHFIZBX CRENICIDEO T L&T, FMmk=E
TEDEREVWDARBEDCBRZEM CEDEMELTVET | EBRNTNET,

2021412 A8H

More malaria cases and deaths in 2020 linked to COVID-19
disruptions

New data from the World Health Organization reveal that the COVID-19 pandemic has
disrupted malaria services, leading to a marked increase in cases and deaths.

According to WHO’s latest World malaria report, there were an estimated 241 million

malaria cases and 627 000 malaria deaths worldwide in 2020. This represents about
14 million more cases in 2020 compared to 2019, and 69 000 more deaths. Approximately
two-thirds of these additional deaths (47 000) were linked to disruptions in the provision of

malaria prevention, diagnosis and treatment during the pandemic.
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WHO welcomes historic decision by Gavi to fund the first malaria
vaccine

WHO welcomes the historic decision by the Gavi Alliance Board to invest in the first malaria
vaccine programme. The decision secures investment in the long-awaited malaria vaccine
and assures that many more children at risk will benefit from this life-saving vaccine and

additional malaria prevention.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/06-12-2021-more-malaria-cases-and-deaths-in-2020-linked-to-covid-19-disruptions
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-12-2021-more-malaria-cases-and-deaths-in-2020-linked-to-covid-19-disruptions
https://www.who.int/teams/global-malaria-programme/reports/world-malaria-report-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-12-2021-who-welcomes-historic-decision-by-gavi-to-fund-the-first-malaria-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-12-2021-who-welcomes-historic-decision-by-gavi-to-fund-the-first-malaria-vaccine
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Towards developing WHO's agenda on well-being

The notion of well-being holds relevance to each 17 of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Well-being is a major underlying driver of policy coherence across sectors and
encourages galvanized action. Advancing societal well-being helps create active, resilient
and sustainable communities at local, national and global levels — enabling them to respond
to current and emerging health threats, such as coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and
environmental disasters. By its comprehensive nature, well-being unites the health,
economic, social and environmental dimensions of the sustainable development agenda,
forming a political construct that blends the health and quality of life of people and
communities, with concepts of equity and planetary sustainability.
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Draft WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety 2022-2030

The WHO Secretariat has prepared a draft WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety with the
advice of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Food Safety: Safer food for better health.
The current draft strategy reflects feedback received through a comprehensive consultation

process with Member States and governmental institutions, United Nations agencies and
other intergovernmental organizations, academic institutions, non-governmental
organizations, private sector entities, and individuals working in public health and food
safety..
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The Collective Service: supporting RCCE in emergencies

A recently established global support mechanism, the Collective Service, is enabling
countries to implement risk communication and community engagement (RCCE) policies,

research and programmes in response to COVID-19 and other emergencies.
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WHO accelerates work on nutrition targets with new commitments

COVID-19 and climate change have exacerbated malnutrition in all its forms and
threatened the sustainability and resilience of food systems around the world. At the
Nutrition for Growth Summit in Tokyo on 7 — 8 December 2021, the World Health
Organization has announced six new commitments to accelerate progress on the 2025

nutrition targets which have been pushed even further off course during the pandemic..
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Countries with regulations protecting people from industrially
produced trans fat tripled over the past year

Forty countries now have best-practice trans fat elimination policies in effect, protecting 1.4
billion people around the world from this deadly food compound, according to a new report
released today by the World Health Organization (WHO). The report showed that 940
million people living in high-income countries are protected by best-practice policies, but no

one living in low-income countries is protected.
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COVID-19 and the social determinants of health and health equity:
evidence brief

The social determinants of health are the conditions in which people are born, grow, work,
live, and age and people’s access to power, money and resources. The social determinants are
the major drivers of health inequities — unfair, avoidable and remediable differences in
health between social groups. This evidence brief examines the influence of the social
determinants of health on the current COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on the inequities of

impact.
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Health Promotion Glossary of Terms 2021

This version of the glossary is substantially changed from the original. Some terms have
been omitted, many have been modified in light of practical experiences and the evolution in
concepts, and new terms have been added. The list of terms is not intended to be either
exhaustive or exclusive, and draws upon the wide range of disciplines in which health

promotion has its roots.
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Standards for healthy eating, physical activity, sedentary behaviour
and sleep 1n early childhood education and care settings: a toolkit

These global standards will support early child education and care providers in providing
healthy foods and beverages and ensuring young children are sufficiently physically active,
avoid excess sedentary time and get enough sleep whilst attending childcare and education
facilities.
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Health in the World of Work

Thursday December 9th WHO is launching the formalized Health in the World of Work
Network (H-WoW Network), which brings together key stakeholders for the purposes

of strengthening collaboration and knowledge sharing to enable network actors to take

informed action, placing “health at the centre” of pandemic preparedness and

response and for building healthy, safe and resilient workplaces for all workers.
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New partnership to combat antimicrobial resistance in gonorrhoea

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has awarded funding to nearly 30
organizations to combat antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and other healthcare threats
through the establishment of 2 new networks: the Global Action in Healthcare Network
(GAIHN) and the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Laboratory and Response Network
(Global AR Lab & Response Network).
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Neglected tropical diseases:- WHO launches survey to expand its offer
of online training courses

The virtual working environment created by the COVID-19 pandemic has prompted the
World Health Organization (WHO) to adapt its capacity-building strategy for the health

workforce by offering several online courses.

Currently, the OpenWHO platform?! hosts a channel dedicated to neglected tropical

diseases (NTDs), with six multilingual courses dedicated to a wide range of health topics
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WHO works to scale-up support to low- and middle-income countries
(LMICs) to address antimicrobial resistance (AMR) thanks to
support from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Today 148 countries have national action plans on AMR in place, but implementing these
plans remains challenging for many low- and middle-income countries. Competing public
health priorities, lack of funding and limited capacities are all impeding progress in turning

plans into action.

When the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia announced a US$ 21.6 million voluntary contribution in
support of the work of the World Health Organization (WHO) in the area of AMR, WHO
embraced this opportunity.

BOSFPSEFERNUR : MEFIME (AMR) XRODR{EA

ITE. 148 HET AMR ([CEATBIEFITHSTENRESN CLEIN, PEASEDOZ TR
STEIOEMEN RE/IRNT(CHDET . FHEITDIOREE LOBSLEIR. EERE. IRSNTTHE
HIZEN FTEZRITOERZIHITTNET,

BOTT7SETEEN AMR DEF(CH TS WHO DiEEas<iZE 9 27/28d(C 2,160 K RILDAE
Bl ERRLUEZEZRIF. WHO (3 7 nE (T b IFAET. ILF> A2 RXR
STV FATTIUT I FRID X)) ZHREVTCEREDOREIMLZELTVWEET.

2021412 A 13 H

WHO and Global Fund warn inequalities block progress towards
ending AIDS, TB and malaria

Inequities have been widely acknowledged as barriers to achieving global and national goals
and targets in HIV, TB and malaria programs. However, the magnitude and extent of

underlying health inequalities have remained poorly documented and understood.

Until those inequalities are better identified, and their consequences better understood, it
will be hard for programmes to meet people’s real health needs. Now, for the first time,
a new report from the World Health Organization and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria, systematically assesses the global State of inequality: HIV,

tuberculosis and malaria.
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Quality of HIV Care: from guidance to implementation

Action briefs detailing initiatives in different countries to improve the quality of HIV care
delivered to people living with HIV (PLHIV) have been released on the WHO Global
Learning Laboratory (GLL) for Quality Universal Health Coverage (UHC). The briefs build
on two technical guidance issued by WHO, namely, the 2020 consolidated guidelines on HIV

prevention, testing, treatment, service delivery and monitoring: recommendations for a

public health approach, and the 2019 technical guidance on maintaining and improving

quality of care within HIV clinical services.
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Two decades dedicated to capacity building for health emergency
preparedness and response

The WHO Office in Lyon, France — a Centre of Excellence in strengthening public health
laboratories — contributes to global health security and supports countries in building

stronger health emergency capacities. Today, the Office is celebrating its 20th anniversary.
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More than half a billion people pushed or pushed further into
extreme poverty due to health care costs

COVID-19 pandemic disrupts health services worldwide

New evidence compiled by the World Health Organization and the World Bank shows that
the COVID-19 pandemic is likely to halt two decades of global progress towards Universal
Health Coverage. The organizations also reveal that already before the pandemic more than
half a billion people were pushed or further pushed into extreme poverty because they have
to pay for health services out of their own pockets, and that the pandemic is likely to make
the situation worse.
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WHO Human Health Risk Assessment Toolkit: Chemical Hazards,
second edition

The purpose of the WHO human health risk assessment toolkit: chemical hazards is to
provide its users with guidance to identify, acquire and use the information needed to assess
chemical hazards, exposures and the corresponding health risks in their given health risk

assessment contexts at local and/or national levels.
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Addressing violence against women in health and multisectoral
policies: a global status report

The purpose of this global status report is to present an assessment of the extent to which
countries’ policies align with WHO’s recommendations, evidence-based strategies, and with

international norms and standards related to human rights and gender equality.
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Food systems for health: information brief

WHO is promoting the implementation of a package of game changing food systems actions,
that complement each other and focus on improving the nutritional quality of food along the
food supply chain and creating healthier food environments. Today’s food systems are simply
failing to deliver healthy diets for all. If food systems are transformed, they can become a
powerful driving force towards ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition in all its
forms. WHO is promoting this package of actions also in the context of the UN Food Systems
Summit, the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit 2021, as well as for the uptake of the CFS

Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition.
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Protect the environment, World No Tobacco Day 2022 will give you
one more reason to quit

WHO today announces the 2022 global campaign for World No Tobacco Day - “Tobacco:
Threat to our environment." . The campaign is aimed to raise awareness among the public
on the environmental impact of tobacco — from cultivation, production, distribution and

waste. It will give tobacco users one extra reason to quit.
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Investing 1 dollar per person per vear could save 7 million lives in
low- and lower-middle-income countries

A new WHO report shows that close to 7 million deaths could be prevented by 2030 if low-
and lower-middle-income countries were to make an additional investment of less than a

dollar per person per year in the prevention and treatment of noncommunicable diseases
(NCDs).
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WHO and St. Jude to dramatically increase global access to
childhood cancer medicines

The World Health Organization and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital today announced
plans to establish a platform that will dramatically increase access to childhood cancer

medicines around the world.

The Global Platform for Access to Childhood Cancer Medicines, the first of its kind, will


https://www.who.int/news/item/13-12-2021-investing-1-dollar-per-person-per-year-could-save-7-million-lives-in-low-and-lower-middle-income-countries
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provide an uninterrupted supply of quality-assured childhood cancer medicines to low- and
middle-income countries. St. Jude is making a six-year, US$ 200 million investment to
launch the platform, which will provide medicines at no cost to countries participating in the
pilot phase. This is the largest financial commitment for a global effort in childhood cancer

medicines to date.
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Global spending on health report 2020

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, global spending on health was continuing to rise, though at
a slower rate in recent years

* In 2018, global spending on health reached US$ 8.3 trillion, or 10% of global GDP, and it
was the first time in the past five years that health spending grew slower than GDP.

* Government health spending per capita grew over the 2000-2018 period, but at a slower
rate after the economic crises of 2008—-2009.

* The share of out-of-pocket spending in total health spending remained above 40% in low

and lower middle income countries.
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Universal health coverage means a fairer, healthier world for all

As the world marks another Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day, the COVID-19
pandemic is relentlessly magnifying the consequences of neglecting the political, social and
economic inequities that divide the world. Health for all—and health systems that protect
everyone regardless of race, religion, gender or wealth—is both a human right and a

prerequisite to achieving sustainable socio-economic development.
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Urgent need for vaccine to prevent deadly Group B streptococcus

A new WHO report shows that close to 7 million deaths could be prevented by 2030 if low-

and lower-middle-income countries were to make an additional investment of less than a


https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/universal-health-coverage-means-a-fairer-healthier-world-for-all
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https://www.who.int/news/item/02-11-2021-urgent-need-for-vaccine-to-prevent-deadly-group-b-streptococcus

dollar per person per year in the prevention and treatment of noncommunicable diseases
(NCDs).
NCDs — including heart disease, diabetes, cancer and respiratory disease — currently cause

7out of every 10 deaths around the world.
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10th Global Conference on Health Promotion charters a path for
creating ‘well-being societies’

Past epidemics showed us the importance of resilient health systems. The COVID-19
pandemic brought into sharp focus the importance of resilient societies. The 10tk Global
Conference on Health Promotion on 13-15 December 2021 marked the start of a global
movement on the concept of well-being in societies. A focus on well-being encourages
different sectors to work together to address global challenges and help people take control
over their health and lives.

Over 4500 participants of the Global Conference, who met virtually and in Geneva,
Switzerland, agreed on a Geneva Charter for Well-being. The charter builds on the Ottawa
Charter for Health Promotion and the legacy of nine global conferences on health promotion.
It highlighted the need for global commitments to achieve equitable health and social
outcomes now and for future generations, without destroying the health of our planet. This
charter will drive policy-makers and world leaders to adopt this approach and commit to

concrete action.
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New WHO Global Competency Standards aim to strengthen the
health workforce and support provision of quality health services to
refugees and migrants

New World Health Organization Global Competency Standards for refugee and migrant

health services aim to strengthen countries’ capacity to provide health services to refugees

and migrants worldwide by defining the range of competencies that should be incorporated

into health workers’ education and practices.
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Dr Ayoade Alakija appointed WHO Special Envoy for the
ACT-Accelerator

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General, has appointed Dr. Ayoade Alakija
as WHO Special Envoy for the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-Accelerator). Dr

Alakija joins former Prime Minister of Sweden Carl Bildt, WHO’s current Special Envoy for
ACT-A, in this role.
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OpenWHO.org: 2021 vear in review

In its fifth year of operation, WHO’s OpenWHO.org learning platform has undergone
significant development and expansion to meet the ongoing challenges of complex health
emergencies globally. With increased engagement among learners during the COVID-19
pandemic, a series of major milestones were reached in 2021 highlighting the role
OpenWHO plays in strengthening global health emergency response through online

knowledge transfer.
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Safety and quality of water used with fresh fruits and vegetables

Since the 48th session of Codex Committee on Food Hygiene (CCFH) noted the importance
of water safety and quality in food production and processing, FAO and WHO has
undertaken the work on this subject. This report describes the output of the third in a series
of meetings, which examined appropriate and fit-for-purpose microbiological criteria for
water used with fresh fruit and vegetables. The advice herein will support decision making
when applying the concept of fit-for-purpose water for use in the pre- and post-harvest

production of fresh fruit and vegetables.
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WHO lists 9th COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use with aim to
1ncrease access to vaccination in lower-income countries

Today, the World Health Organization issued an emergency use listing (EUL) for
NVX-CoV2373, expanding the basket of WHO-validated vaccines against the SARS-CoV-2
virus. The vaccine, named Covovax™, is produced by the Serum Institute of India under
licence from Novavax and is part of the COVAX facility portfolio, giving a much-needed boost

to ongoing efforts to vaccinate more people in lower-income countries.
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Latest child mortality estimates reveal world remains off track to
meeting Sustainable Development Goals

New report by the UN IGME reveals an urgent need to invest in strengthening data systems
to track newborn and child health and mortality in low- and middle-income countries, two
thirds of which have had no reliable mortality data in the past three years
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing for
Geneva-based journalists - 20 December 2021

More than 3.3 million people have lost their lives to COVID-19 this year — more deaths than
from HIV, malaria and tuberculosis combined in 2020.

And still, COVID-19 continues to claim around 50 000 lives every week.

We have also taken several important steps this year to strengthen the global health
architecture, and WHO.

2022 must be the year we end the pandemic.
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10 key global health moments from 2021

It has been a year of colossal efforts in global health.

Countries battled COVID-19, which claimed more lives in 2021 than in 2020, while
struggling to keep other health services running.

Health and care workers have borne the lion’s share of these efforts but often received little
recognition or reward.

Life-saving COVID-19 vaccines, tests and treatments were rolled out, but overwhelmingly in
the richest countries, leaving many populations unprotected, especially in lower-income
countries.

Across other health areas, from diabetes to dementia, there have been both setbacks and
hard-won successes.

Here are 10 global highlights from 2021, including a few issues you might have missed:
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