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WHO publishes new Essential Diagnostics List and urges countries
to prioritize investments in testing

To address the lack of access to tests and testing services in multiple countries, WHO
since 2018 has published a yearly essential diagnostics list (EDL), a basket of
recommended in vitro diagnostics that should be available at point-of-care and in
laboratories in all countries to increase timely and life-saving diagnoses.

The latest edition, published today, includes WHO-recommended COVID-19 tests (PCR
and Antigen), expands the suite of tests for vaccine-preventable and infectious
diseases and non-communicable diseases (such as cancer and diabetes), and
introduces a section on endocrinology, which is important for reproductive and
women'’s health. For the first time, the list includes tests that should not be supplied in
countries, either because they are not cost-effective, are unreliable or have been
surpassed by newer, easier to use technologies.
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WHO issues new guidelines on the management of chronic pain in
children

Chronic pain or pain that persists or recurs for longer than three months in children is a
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significant public health problem and a leading cause of morbidity in children globally.
Without access to pain management, the quality of life for children and adolescents with
chronic pain is severely impacted. Compared to their peers, children with chronic pain
report higher levels of physical disability, anxiety, depression, sleep problems and poor
academic performance.

New WHO Guidelines on the management of chronic pain in children provide
recommended physical, psychological and pharmacological interventions for pain relief
in children aged 0-19 years. The guideline supports Member States and their partners
to develop and implement national and local policies, regulations, pain management
protocols and best practices for pain relief.
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New videos explain how to prevent COVID-19 infection in oral health-
care services

Given that oral health-care providers work in close contact with their patients and are
exposed to saliva, blood and other body fluids, it is particularly important that
procedures are in place and are strictly adhered to in order to protect both themselves
and their patients from infection with COVID-19 during the current pandemic and
beyond.

A set of three short animated videos, released today, describe WHO-recommended
procedures for screening, triaging and reception of people seeking oral health care;
measures that should be in place to protect patients and personnel during treatment;
and cleaning, disinfection and sterilization procedures to be applied to surfaces,
equipment and instruments in oral health-care facilities.
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Updating WHO’s global strategy for malaria

Representatives from malaria-affected countries and partner organizations gathered on
28 January in a WHO virtual forum to share feedback and perspectives on the Global
technical strategy for malaria 2016-2030. Inputs from a diverse group of stakeholders
will be reflected in an updated strategy, which will be published in June 2021.

The 15-year WHO strategy - adopted by the World Health Assembly in May 2015 - is
designed to guide and support all countries working to control and eliminate malaria. It
sets 4 global targets for 2030, as well as interim milestones to track progress (See table
below).

As reported in the most recent edition of the World malaria report, progress towards 2
of the strategy’s 2020 milestones is off course: reducing global mortality rates and case
incidence by at least 40%. The 2 other milestones focused on country-level elimination
and prevention of re-establishment of malaria will likely be reached.
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WHO SCORE Global Report highlights urgent need for better data to
strengthen pandemic response and improve health outcomes

Today, 4 in 10 of the world’s deaths are unregistered and in the African region, only
1 in 10 deaths is currently recorded, according to the first ever global assessment of
country health information systems released today by the World Health Organization
in partnership with Bloomberg Philanthropies.

Two-thirds of low-income countries have established a standardized system to report
causes of deaths. However, the SCORE Report highlights the

urgent need to strengthen these systems to help the world respond to health
emergencies and track progress towards global health goals.

“The SCORE report guides countries to invest in priority areas with the greatest impact on the
collection, analysis and use of health data. Among other recommendations the report urges
countries to strengthen their overall health data systems, to improve their death data registration
systems and to collect more and better quality data to address inequalities,” said Michael
Bloomberg, WHO Global Ambassador for Noncommunicable Diseases and Injuries.
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WHO launches pilot of Al-powered public-access social listening tool

If you've been following WHQO's infodemic management updates and training

courses at any point over the last year, you may have learned that one of the
fundamental principles of responding to infodemics is understanding where they
originate and how they spread.

Since the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, WHO's infodemic management team
has worked to develop analytical approaches including with the use of artificial
intelligence (AI) to help identify rising narratives that are catching people’s attention in
online conversations. This effort helps health authorities better understand what
information people are seeking so they can meet that need.

WHO has built a platform called EARS, or the Early AI-supported Response with
Social listening tool, which allows health decision-makers to view a real-time analysis
of narratives happening in public online forums in multiple countries and languages.
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WHO publishes public health research agenda for managing
infodemics

In February of 2020, when much of the world was just wrapping its mind around the
COVID-19 fundamentals, and trying to navigate the flood of information about it,
WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, raised the alarm that “we're
not just fighting an epidemic, we're fighting an infodemic.”

During a WHO online consultation that was held in April 2020 a framework for
managing the COVID-19 infodemic was developed. Within that framework, 50 key
actions were listed, one of which was to hold the first WHO infodemiology conference.

WHO has built a platform called EARS, or the Early AI-supported Response with
Social listening tool, which allows health decision-makers to view a real-time analysis
of narratives happening in public online forums in multiple countries and languages.

At the conference, the professionals split into multi-disciplinary teams and workshopped for
days. From those discussions, five streams of thinking emerged for where to focus infodemic
research.
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COVAX publishes first interim distribution forecast

The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the
World Health Organization, as co-leads of the COVAX initiative for equitable global access to
COVID-19 vaccines, alongside key delivery partner UNICEF, are pleased to publish COVAX’s first
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Breast cancer now most common form of cancer- WHO taking action

The global cancer landscape is changing, according to WHO experts, on the eve of World
Cancer Day 2021.

Breast cancer has now overtaken lung cancer as the world’s mostly commonly-diagnosed cancer,
according to statistics released by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) in
December 2020.

So on World Cancer Day, WHO will host the first of a series of consultations in order to establish
a new global breast cancer initiative, which will launch later in 2021. This collaborative effort
between WHO, IARC, the International Atomic Energy Agency and other multi-sectoral partners,
will reduce deaths from breast cancer by promoting breast health, improving timely cancer
detection and ensuring access to quality care.

WHO and the cancer community are responding with renewed urgency to address breast cancer
and to respond to the growing cancer burden globally that is straining individuals, communities
and health systems.
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WHO launches free OpenWHO.org training on rehabilitation for
COVID-19

The Clinical Management of Patients with COVID-19 course series is developed for healthcare
workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. It provides crucial knowledge necessary to provide safe,
effective quality patient care. Presentations address all aspects of clinical management, including
facility preparation and surge planning; health worker infection prevention and control; interfacility
transfer; clinical management of mild, moderate, and severely ill patients with COVID-19; special
considerations for geriatric, pregnant, and pediatric patients with COVID-19; rehabilitation; and
ethics and palliative care.
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WHO launches free OpenWHO.org training on rehabilitation for
COVID-19

The Clinical Management of Patients with COVID-19 course series is developed for healthcare
workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. It provides crucial knowledge necessary to provide safe,
effective quality patient care. Presentations address all aspects of clinical management, including
facility preparation and surge planning; health worker infection prevention and control; interfacility
transfer; clinical management of mild, moderate, and severely ill patients with COVID-19; special
considerations for geriatric, pregnant, and pediatric patients with COVID-19; rehabilitation; and
ethics and palliative care.
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Year of Health and Care Workers 2021

2021 has been designated as the International Year of Health and Care Workers (YHCW) in
appreciation and gratitude for their unwavering dedication in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic. WHO is launching a year-long campaign, under the theme — Protect. Invest.
Together. It highlights the urgent need to invest in health workers for shared dividends in health,
jobs, economic opportunity and equity.

This year, we are calling on your support and action to ensure that our health and care workforces
are supported, protected, motivated and equipped to deliver safe health care at all times, not only
during COVID-19. Today, we ask that you to add your voice to those calling for additional
investments in health and care workers.
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ILO joins the Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for
All

The 12 signatory agencies to the Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for
All (SDG3 GAP) warmly welcome the International Labour Organization (ILO) as a new member
of the partnership between health, development and humanitarian agencies working to better
support countries to accelerate progress towards the health-related Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, stronger collaboration is essential for the
multilateral system to effectively support countries in getting back on track to achieve the SDGs.
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WHO Publishes Quality Criteria for Health National Adaptation
Plans

Climate change is already impacting human health and health systems, and the burden on
communities and health systems is expected to further increase as temperatures rise.

To respond to the growing impacts of climate change and build climate-resilient health systems,
countries may develop and implement a health national adaptation plan (HNAP) as a part of the
national adaptation plan process.

The new WHO Quality Criteria for Health National Adaptation Plans (HNAPs) provides policy
makers and ministries of health with good practices and quality criteria for health adaptation
planning. The guidance draws on experience gained since 2012 through WHO’s support to
countries in developing and implementing health adaptation plans, and assistance to countries
for overcoming challenges in HNAP development.
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In the COVID-19 vaccine race, we either win together or lose together

Of the 128 million vaccine doses administered so far, more than three quarters of those
vaccinations are in just 10 countries that account for 60% of global GDP.

As of today, almost 130 countries, with 2.5 billion people, are yet to administer a single dose.
This self-defeating strategy will cost lives and livelihoods, give the virus further opportunity to
mutate and evade vaccines and will undermine a global economic recovery.

Today, UNICEF and WHO - partners for more than 70 years — call on leaders to look beyond their
borders and employ a vaccine strategy that can actually end the pandemic and limit variants.
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WHO launches new tools to help countries build effective childhood
cancer programmes



https://www.who.int/news/item/10-02-2021-in-the-covid-19-vaccine-race-we-either-win-together-or-lose-together
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-02-2021-who-launches-new-tools-to-help-countries-build-effective-childhood-cancer-programmes

A suite of tools to help countries improve diagnosis and treatment of cancer among children is
being released today by the World Health Organization, on International Childhood Cancer Day.
The package includes a “how-to” guide for policy-makers, cancer control programme managers
and hospital managers; an assessment tool to inform implementation; and a multilingual online
portal for information-sharing.

The new tools will support countries with implementation of the CureAll approach, adopted by
WHO’s Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer. The Initiative, launched in 2018, aims to achieve
at least 60% survival for childhood cancer globally by 2030. Currently, children living in high-
income countries have an 80% chance of cure, while less than 30% of children diagnosed with
cancer in many low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) survive.
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WHO lists two additional COVID-19 vaccines for emergency use and
COVAX roll-out

Today WHO listed two versions of the AstraZeneca/Oxford COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use,
giving the green light for these vaccines to be rolled out globally through COVAX. The vaccines
are produced by AstraZeneca-SKBio (Republic of Korea) and the Serum Institute of India.
WHO’s Emergency Use Listing (EUL) assesses the quality, safety and efficacy of COVID-19
vaccines and is a prerequisite for COVAX Facility vaccine supply. It also allows countries to
expedite their own regulatory approval to import and administer COVID-19 vaccines.
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WHO announces updates on new molecular assays for the diagnosis
of tuberculosis (TB) and drug resistance

Significant advances to the diagnosis of tuberculosis (TB) and drug resistance in adults,
adolescents and children are expected, following key updates on new molecular assays,
announced by the World Health Organization (WHO) in a Rapid Communication released today.
Diagnosis of TB and drug-resistant TB remains a challenge with a third of people with TB and
more than a half of people with drug-resistant TB not receiving quality diagnosis and care globally.

To address this challenge, WHO convened a meeting of a Guideline Development Group in
December 2020, to update WHO policies on molecular assays used for the diagnosis of TB and
drug resistance.
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Consultation: Draft Global Strategy on WASH and NTDs 2021-2030

In 2015, WHO and partners mobilized the WASH community to help accelerate and sustain efforts
to control and eliminate NTDs through a Global Strategy for 2015-2020. This was later
supplemented by the publication of a toolkit, developed jointly with the NTD NGO Network (NNN),
to help health and WASH partners with the practicalities of working together.

The NTD road map 2021-2030 was launched on 28 January 2021. It aims to strengthen
programmatic responses to NTDs, and specifically encourages cross-sector actions in NTD
control, elimination and eradication. The road map includes a cross-cutting target on  “achieving
universal access to at least basic water supply, sanitation and hygiene in areas endemic for NTDs
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https://www.who.int/news/item/16-02-2021-consultation-draft-global-strategy-on-wash-and-ntds-2021-2030

by 2030”, and calls for strengthened coordination and collaboration with WASH stakeholders to
ensure that services are delivered and sustained in communities that are most affected by NTDs.
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WHO launches consolidated guidelines for malaria

The WHO Guidelines for malaria, launched today, bring together the Organization’s most up-to-
date recommendations for malaria in one user-friendly and easy-to-navigate online platform. They
are designed to support malaria-affected countries in their efforts to reduce and, ultimately,
eliminate a disease that continues to claim more than 400 000 lives each year.

Through the new platform, MAGICapp, users will find:

e All official WHO recommendations for malaria prevention (vector control and preventive
chemotherapies) and case management (diagnosis and treatment). Recommendations
for elimination settings are in development.

e Links to other resources, such as guidance on the strategic use of information to drive
impact; surveillance, monitoring and evaluation; operational manuals, handbooks, and
frameworks; and a glossary of key terms and definitions.
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From paper to digital pathway: WHO launches first ‘SMART
Guidelines’

WHO has launched its first SMART Guideline, a landmark effort to accelerate the availability and
impact of WHO health and data recommendations within digital systems at the country level,
starting with antenatal care.

What are SMART guidelines?

As countries increasingly invest in digital technologies for health system strengthening, SMART
Guidelines constitute a practical approach to making global guidance more effective across all
areas of health and wellbeing.

They will support guideline developers, policy makers, technology teams, and health workers
through the process of adapting and applying WHO global health and data recommendations to
countries’ existing — and evolving — digital systems.

‘SMART  stands  for Standards-based, Machine-readable, Adaptive, Requirements-based,
and Testable. The SMART Guideline approach includes documentation, procedures, and digital
health tools, introduced in a new comment published in The Lancet Digital Health.
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Global Standards for Health Promoting Schools and their
implementation guidance

Recent guidance by WHO and other United Nations partners — Global accelerated action for the
health of adolescents (AA-HA!): guidance to support country implementation — recommended
that “every school should be a health promoting school”. This is in line with the redefinition of
school health. A standards-driven approach to the implementation of this recommendation is
expected to accelerate global progress by addressing key areas for improvement, as identified at
an expert meeting convened by WHO in Bangkok, Thailand, in 2015. One of the priorities
identified was to establish systems for collecting better data, monitoring, reporting, providing
evidence and utilizing that evidence to make policy and to plan implementation.

WHO and UNESCO consequently launched a new initiative — “Making Every School a Health
Promoting School” — by developing and promoting global standards for HPS. The initiative will
serve over 2.3 billion school-age children and will contribute to one of the targets of WHO's 13th
General Programme of Work —i.e. “1 billion lives made healthier” by 2023.
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Improving understanding of and response to infodemics during public
health emergencies

Following the first global infodemiology conference held in  July 2020, WHO and partners
coordinated a joint call for papers with 5 academic journals representing different scientific fields,

all related to components of the science behind managing infodemics. This week the first of these
academic journals published its special infodemic feature. The research findings contribute to
filling the knowledge gap identified through the WHO public health research agenda for managing
infodemics released earlier this month.

In the issue published by Health Security, you'll find original peer-reviewed articles that address
practice- and research-based analysis of misinformation during epidemics, characteristics of

successful online messaging, disinformation and epidemics in the context of biowarfare,
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understanding the impact of different news sources on risk perception, and use of community
listening and feedback to respond to false information. The commentaries focus on the COVID-
19 pandemic in the context of crisis and emergency risk communication, scientific situational
awareness, and approaches to social media messaging.
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No-fault compensation programme for COVID-19 vaccines is a world
first

The World Health Organization (WHO) and Chubb Limited (NYSE: CB), through ESIS Inc., a
Chubb company, signed an agreement on behalf of the COVAX Facility on 17 February 2021
for the administration of a no-fault compensation programme for the 92 low- and middle-income
countries and economies eligible for support via the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment
(AMC) of the COVAX Facility.

As the first and only vaccine injury compensation mechanism operating on an international
scale, the programme will offer eligible individuals in AMC-eligible countries and economies a

fast, fair, robust and transparent process to receive compensation for rare but serious adverse
events associated with COVAX-distributed vaccines until 30 June 2022.
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G7 leaders commit US$ 4.3 billion to finance global equitable access
to tests, treatments and vaccines in 2021

Commitments made at today’s Virtual G7 leaders meeting hosted by UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, and at the Munich Security Conference later in the day, signaled significant progress in
the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic with an important underscoring of the need for
global equity in access to test, treatments, and vaccines.

Leaders recognised that no country can be safe until every country is safe and collectively
committed over US $4.3 billion to the ACT Accelerator partnership to develop and distribute
effective tests, treatments, and vaccines around the world.
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