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WHO releases the first catalogue of mutations in Mycobacterium
tuberculosis complex and their association with drug resistance

The first WHO Catalogue of mutations in the Mycobacterium tuberculosis genome complex and
their association with drug resistance has been released today. The catalogue fills a critical need,
providing a standard reference for the interpretation of mutations conferring resistance to all
first-line and a variety of second-line drugs. The report summarises the analysis of over 38,000
isolates with matched data on whole genome sequencing and phenotypic drug susceptibility
testing from over 40 countries on 13 anti-TB medicines. The catalogue lists over 17,000
mutations, their frequency and association with or not with resistance.
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From 30 million cases to zero: China is certified malaria-free by
WHO

Following a 70-year effort, China has been awarded a malaria-free certification from WHO — a
notable feat for a country that reported 30 million cases of the disease annually in the 1940s.
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First Meeting of the Task Force on COVID-19 Vaccines, Therapeutics
and Diagnostics for Developing Countries

The Heads of the World Bank Group, International Monetary Fund, World Health Organization,
and World Trade Organization today convened for the first meeting of the Task Force on
COVID-19 Vaccines, Therapeutics and Diagnostics for Developing Countries. They issued the
following joint statement:
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WHO and Global Fund Sign Cooperation Agreement to Scale Up HIV,
TB and Malaria Interventions and Strengthen Health Systems

The World Health Organization and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
signed a cooperation and financing agreement to implement 10 strategic initiatives to accelerate
the end of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as epidemics and strengthen systems for health. This
new agreement, which will cover the 2021-2023 implementation period, aims to address some of
the persistent challenges that impede progress against the three diseases and protect hard-won
gains from new pandemics like COVID-19.
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WHO launches List of Priority Medical Devices for management of
cardiovascular diseases and diabetes

The WHO List of Priority Medical Devices for management of cardiovascular diseases and
diabetes, released today, will help policy-makers and health-care providers prioritize the
selection and procurement of medical devices for these health conditions. It includes more than
500 devices that are required at all levels of the health system, from primary care facilities to
highly specialized hospitals, and devices needed for health emergencies such as cardiac arrest,
stroke and hypo or hyperglycemic emergencies.
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Billions of people will lack access to safe water, sanitation and
hygiene in 2030 unless progress quadruples — warn WHQO, UNICE

Billions of people around the world will be unable to access safely managed household drinking
water, sanitation and hygiene services in 2030 unless the rate of progress quadruples, according


https://www.who.int/news/item/30-06-2021-who-launches-list-of-priority-medical-devices-for-management-of-cardiovascular-diseases-and-diabetes
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-06-2021-who-launches-list-of-priority-medical-devices-for-management-of-cardiovascular-diseases-and-diabetes
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341967/9789240027978-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-07-2021-billions-of-people-will-lack-access-to-safe-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-in-2030-unless-progress-quadruples-warn-who-unicef
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-07-2021-billions-of-people-will-lack-access-to-safe-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-in-2030-unless-progress-quadruples-warn-who-unicef

to a new report from WHO and UNICEF

The Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) report — Progress on household drinking water,
sanitation and hygiene 2000 - 2020 — presents estimates on household access to safely
managed drinking water, sanitation and hygiene services over the past five years, and assesses
progress toward achieving the sixth sustainable development goal (SDG) to ‘Ensure availability
and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all by 2030’. For the first time, the report
also presents emerging national data on menstrual health.
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WHO pledges extensive commitments towards women’s
empowerment and health

The World Health Organization announced multiple commitments to drive change for gender
equality and the empowerment of women and girls in all their diversity at the Generation Equality
Forum, held last week in Paris. The WHO commitments focused on ending gender-based
violence; advancing sexual and reproductive health and rights; and supporting health workers as
well as feminist movements and leadership. These commitments shape a progressive and
transformative blueprint for advancing gender equality, health equity, human rights and the
empowerment of women and girls globally.
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New recommendations for screening and treatment to prevent
cervical cancer

Too many women worldwide — particularly the poorest women — continue to die from cervical
cancer; a disease which is both preventable and treatable. Today, WHO and HRP have
launched a new guideline to help countries make faster progress, more equitably, on the
screening and treatment of this devastating disease.
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Supporting countries to better prepare and respond to zoonotic
diseases: reflections from the Tripartite

Technical officers from the Tripartite Organizations: the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World Health
Organization (WHO), discuss zoonotic diseases (those that can pass between humans and
animals) and how to support countries with their disease control and prevention interventions.
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WHO recommends life-saving interleukin-6 receptor blockers for
COVID-19 and urges producers to join efforts to rapidly increase
access

The World Health Organization (WHO) has updated its patient care guidelines to include
interleukin-6 receptor blockers, a class of medicines that are lifesaving in patients who are
severely or critically ill with COVID-19, especially when administered alongside corticosteroids.
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New data on the public health impact of chemicals: knowns and
unknowns

WHO Director-General released new estimates on the public health impact of chemicals as part
of the Ministerial Dialogue held on 7 July 2021 at the Berlin Forum on Chemicals and
Sustainability: Ambition and Action towards 2030. The new estimates show a continuing
increase compared to earlier years, with 2 million lives and 53 disability-adjusted-life-years lost in
2019 due to chemical exposures.
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New WHO recommendations issued to improve access to rapid
molecular tests for the detection of TB and drug-resistant TB

The World Health Organization (WHO) has issued an update to its consolidated guidelines on
the detection of TB and drug-resistant TB. The guidelines are accompanied by an operational
handbook to facilitate rapid implementation and roll out of rapid molecular tests by national TB
programmes, ministries of health and technical partners.
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World Zoonosis Day 6 July: Online learning supports governments to
operationalize a One Health approach in countries

'One Health' is an approach in which multiple sectors communicate and work together to achieve
better public health outcomes. The One Health approach is particularly relevant includes the
control of zoonoses (diseases that can spread between animals and humans, such as avian flu,
rabies and Rift Valley Fever). A One Health approach is key to the management of shared

threats for future outbreaks and pandemics at the human-animal-environment interface.
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Three new courses are now available on the OpenWHO One Health Channel, allowing learners

from around the globe to explore principles and best practices for a One Health approach for

zoonotic diseases.
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New study highlights unacceptably high global prevalence of syphilis
among men who have sex with men'

A new study, Prevalence of syphilis among men who have sex with men: A global systematic
review and meta-analysis from 2000 to 2020, released today highlights the unacceptably high
global prevalence of syphilis among men who have sex with men and underscores the need to
advance stalled progress toward eliminating syphilis as a public health threat by 2030.
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UN report: Pandemic vear marked by spike in world hunger

There was a dramatic worsening of world hunger in 2020, the United Nations said today — much
of it likely related to the fallout of COVID-19. While the pandemic’s impact has yet to be fully
mapped, a multi-agency report estimates that around a tenth of the global population — up to 811
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million people — were undernourished last year. The number suggests it will take a tremendous
effort for the world to honour its pledge to end hunger by 2030.
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WHO issues new recommendations on human genome editing for the
advancement of public health

Two new companion reports released today by the World Health Organization (WHO) provide
the first global recommendations to help establish human genome editing as a tool for public

health, with an emphasis on safety, effectiveness and ethics.
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WHO launches Guidelines for Recreational Water Quality as
summer heats up

WHO has launched updated Guidelines for Recreational Water Quality, as the northern
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hemisphere summer reaches its peak and beaches, lakes and riversides are likely to see the

return of visitors after months spent close to home amid COVID restrictions..
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Webinar series on Rural Health Equity

WHO is hosting a global Webinar series on “Rural Health Equity”. This webinar series is
convened under the umbrella of year-long celebrations for World Health Day 2021, dedicated to
health equity. In addition, a parallel special edition of a scientific journal is under production, for

release in 2022.
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COVID-19 pandemic leads to major backsliding on childhood
vaccinations, new WHQO, UNICEF data shows

23 million children missed out on basic vaccines through routine immunization services in 2020 —
3.7 million more than in 2019 - according to official data published today by WHO and UNICEF.

This latest set of comprehensive worldwide childhood immunization figures, the first official
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figures to reflect global service disruptions due to COVID-19, show a majority of countries last

year experienced drops in childhood vaccination rates.
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WHO Guidelines for malaria

The WHO Guidelines for malaria bring together the Organization’s most up-to-date
recommendations for malaria in one user-friendly and easy-to-navigate online platform.

The WHO Guidelines for malaria supersedes 2 previous WHO publications: the Guidelines for
the treatment of malaria, third edition and the Guidelines for malaria vector control.
Recommendations on malaria will continue to be reviewed and, where appropriate, updated
based on the latest available evidence. Any updated recommendations will always display the
date of the most recent revision in the MAGICapp platform. With each update, a new PDF

version of the consolidated guidelines will also be available for download on the WHO website..
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Investing in new TB vaccines: It’s time to end the century-long wait!

A century has passed since the Bacillus Calmette—Guérin (BCG) vaccine was introduced to
combat tuberculosis (TB) on 18 July, 1921. The BCG vaccine is currently the only licensed
vaccine for TB and provides moderate protection against severe forms of TB in infants and
young children. It has been made widely available across countries through immunization
programmes and has played a vital role in saving many young lives and preventing serious
illnesses. However, there is no vaccine that is effective in preventing TB disease in adults, either
before or after exposure to TB infection. While results from a Phase Il trial of the M72/ASO1E TB
vaccine candidate are promising - from among 14 vaccine candidates in clinical trials, these

vaccines are expected to be ready only in the coming years.
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New findings from the ODYSSEY trial confirm superiority of
dolutegravir-based ART in voung children

WHO welcomes new findings presented today at International Pediatric HIV Workshop on the
superiority of dolutegravir (DTG)-based regimens in young children.

WHO has recommended DTG-based HIV treatment for all infants and children since 2018 (1)
and provided dosing recommendations for infants and children over four weeks of age and more
than 3kg in July 2020 (2). Upcoming WHO 2021 consolidated guidelines on HIV (3) and the
newly released policy brief on transitioning to the 2021 optimal formulary for antiretroviral drugs
for children (4) provide further guidance on how to transition DTG-containing regimens as well as

how to best dose it when treatment for tuberculosis is required.
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WHO publishes new Consolidated HIV guidelines for prevention,
treatment, service delivery & monitoring

Today, WHO launched updated Consolidated guidelines on HIV prevention, testing, treatment,
service delivery and monitoring: recommendations for a public health approach. This publication
brings together important clinical and programmatic updates produced by WHO since 2016 and
provides comprehensive, evidence-informed recommendations and good practice statements
within a public health, rights-based and person-centred approach.
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WFP and WHO launch innovative project on Emergency Health
Facilities

Following the recent G20 side event co-hosted by the Italian Government and the United Nations
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World Food Programme (WFP) focusing on the role of logistics in current and future health
emergencies, WFP and the World Health Organization (WHO) are launching INITIATE2, a joint
project to bring together emergency actors, research and academic institutions, and international
and national partners to promote knowledge sharing and skills transfer for improved emergency
response to health crises.
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WHO Position Statement on Innovative Clinical Trial Designs for
Development of New TB Treatments

The World Health Organization is publishing a position statement on Innovative Clinical Trial
Designs for Development of New TB Treatments. This document aims to support TB regimen
development by highlighting key clinical trial characteristics to help advance novel therapies. It
summarises key innovations in TB clinical trial designs, ranging from
pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamic (PK-PD) modelling and new advances in biomarker
development to the value of novel clinical trial design methodologies and post-licensure
observational studies.
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Global minimum estimates of children affected by
COVID-19-associated orphanhood and deaths of caregivers: a
modelling study

A new joint global study led by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and published in the Lancet reveals that during the first 14 months of the COVID-19 pandemic, at
least 1.5 million children lost a parent, custodial grandparent, or other caregiver due to
COVID-19. The magnitude of caregiver loss during the COVID-19 pandemic shows an urgent
need for ensuring equitable global access to vaccines, supporting family-based care for children,
and using evidence-based interventions such as those highlighted in INSPIRE: seven strategies
for ending violence against children to reduce the increased risk of vulnerability to abuse, neglect
and other forms of violence in children who have lost parents or caregivers.
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Global technical strategy for malaria 2016-2030, 2021 update

The Global technical strategy for malaria 2016—2030 was adopted by the World Health Assembly
in May 2015. It provides a comprehensive framework to guide countries in their efforts to
accelerate progress towards malaria elimination. The strategy sets the target of reducing global
malaria incidence and mortality rates by at least 90% by 2030.

This updated version, endorsed by the World Health Assembly in May 2021 through resolution
WHA74.9, reflects lessons learned in the global malaria response over the last 5 years. While
the milestones and targets remain the same, the approaches to tackling the disease, in some
areas, have evolved to keep pace with the changing malaria landscape.
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New report reveals stark inequalities in access to HIV prevention
and treatment services for children—partners call for urgent action

Almost half (46%) of the world’s 1.7 million children living with HIV were not on treatment in 2020
and 150 000 children were newly infected with HIV, four times more than the 2020 target of 40
000

In the final report from the Start Free, Stay Free, AIDS Free initiative, UNAIDS and partners*
warn that progress towards ending AIDS among children, adolescents and young women has

stalled and none of the targets for 2020 were met.
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International Paralympic Committee, World Health Organization
sign memorandum of understanding to cooperate in the promotion of
diversity and equity in health and sports

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) today
signed an agreement to work together to foster diversity and equity through global initiatives
promoting health and sport for everybody, everywhere.
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Vaccine inequity undermining global economic recovery

New Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity finds low-income countries would add $38
billion to their GDP forecast for 2021 if they had the same vaccination rate as high-income
countries. Global economic recovery at risk if vaccines are not equitably manufactured, scaled
up and distributed.
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Together to #ENDviolence: Leaders' Statement. Six game-changing
actions to End Violence Against Children

One hillion children experience violence and abuse every year. That shocking figure has risen
even higher during the COVID-19 pandemic. Violence prevention and response services have
been disrupted for 1.8 billion children living in more than 100 countries. 1.5 billion young people
affected by school closures lost the protection and support that schools often provide.
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Governments commit to accelerate action to improve access to eye
care services

Governments adopted a new resolution at the United Nations General Assembly, committing to
greater efforts to make eye care services an integral part of universal health coverage and
address the increasing impact of vision loss on sustainable development.

Over 2 billion people globally are living with vision impairment or blindness and at least 1.1 billion
people are living with vision loss because they do not get the care they need for conditions like
short and far-sightedness, glaucoma and cataract.
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First World #DrowningPrevention Day calls for accelerated action to
prevent drowning, offers strategies to save lives

On the first World Drowning Prevention Day, advocates highlight the tragic and profound impact
of drowning on families and communities and draw attention to life-saving solutions to prevent
drowning. At least 236,000 people drown every year, and drowning is among the ten leading
causes of death for children and youth aged 1-24 years.
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WHO reports progress in the fight against tobacco epidemic

Many countries are making progress in the fight against tobacco, but a new World Health
Organization report shows some are not addressing emerging nicotine and tobacco products
and failing to regulate them.
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Primary health care around the world: delivering health services to
people where they need it

As COVID-19 continues to highlight inequities within and across countries, the world’s
commitment to health as a human right will largely determine the sustainability of economies and
societies we build and rebuild, during the pandemic and far into the future.


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240030008
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290619581
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-07-2021-who-reports-progress-in-the-fight-against-tobacco-epidemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/primary-health-care-around-the-world-delivering-health-services-to-people-where-they-need-it
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/primary-health-care-around-the-world-delivering-health-services-to-people-where-they-need-it

Country experiences and lessons from COVID-19 are documented in the UHC Partnership’s
special series of stories from the field on the COVID-19 response.
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“Hepatitis can’t wait” - WHO commemorates World Hepatitis Day
2021

Today, WHO joins the global community in celebrating World Hepatitis Day with the theme
“Hepatitis can’t wait”, calling on all countries to work together to eliminate viral hepatitis as a
public health threat by 2030. A hepatitis-free future is achievable with a united effort.

Over 354 million people worldwide live with chronic hepatitis; over 8000 new infections of
hepatitis B and C occur every day, and more than one million deaths from advanced liver
disease and liver cancer occur every year.

The 2021 Global report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, took stock of
the progress achieved in the last 5 years, the setbacks caused by the pandemic, and the lessons
learned for the coming decade.
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https://www.uhcpartnership.net/stories-from-the-field-issue6-2021/
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-07-2021-hepatitis-can-t-wait---who-commemorates-world-hepatitis-day-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-07-2021-hepatitis-can-t-wait---who-commemorates-world-hepatitis-day-2021
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Joint statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore and
WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebrevesus for the
Pre-Summit of the UN Food Systems

The Pre-Summit of the UN Food Systems is an opportunity to set the agenda for how we will
boldly and collectively strengthen food systems, promote healthy diets, and improve nutrition,
especially for children and young people.

A transformation of the food system that listens to the voices of children and young people, and
unlocks nutritious, safe, affordable and sustainable diets for every child, everywhere, must be at
the heart of strategies, policies and investments. UNICEF and WHO call on governments and
decision-makers to scale up effective approaches that include:
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