WHO news March 2021

20214£3 H 2 H

COVID-19 vaccine doses shipped by the COVAX Facility head to
Ghana, marking beginning of global rollout

COVAX announces 600,000 doses of the AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine licensed to Serum
Institute of India have arrived in Accra, Ghana; further deliveries to Abidjan, Cote
d'Ivoire are expected this week

Final first round of allocations for doses of AstraZeneca/Oxford and Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccines, to the majority of countries and economies participating in the COVAX Facility,
anticipated to be published in coming days

Beginning of global rollout means that, as readiness criteria are met and doses produced,
vaccines will be shipped to Facility participants on a rolling basis
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COVID-19 oxygen emergency impacting more than half a million
people in low- and middle-income countries every day, as demand
surges

More than half a million COVID-19 patients in LMICs estimated to need oxygen
treatment every day.

New assessments show US$90 million immediate funding required to meet urgent need
in up to 20 low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Unitaid and Wellcome will make
an immediate contribution of up to US$20 million in total for the emergency response.
COVID-19 Oxygen Emergency Taskforce brings together key organisations working on
oxygen access under ACT-Accelerator Therapeutics pillar, as COVID-19 surges and
preventable deaths occur.

Taskforce partners will work together to measure oxygen demand, work with financing
partners, and secure oxygen supplies and technical support for worst-affected countries.
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Antimicrobial resistance in the Western Pacific Region : a review of
surveillance and health systems response

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global public health threat of high concern in

the Western Pacific Region. The 2014 World Health Assembly resolution WHA67.25
stresses the need for urgent action to combat AMR. In the Western Pacific Region,
priority actions to contain AMR were identified by the World Health Organization
(WHO) in consultation with Member States. These actions are outlined in the Action
Agenda for Antimicrobial Resistance in the Western Pacific Region which was endorsed
by

the sixty-fifth session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific. The action
agenda provides a background to AMR in the Region and highlights challenges in
addressing this public health threat.

Antimicrobial Resistance in the Western Pacific Region: A review of Surveillance and
Health

Systems Response provides an in-depth situational review and technical discussion in
three main areas for the containment of AMR in the Region:

(1) Surveillance of AMR in the Western Pacific Region.

(2) Monitoring of antimicrobial use in the Western Pacific Region.

(3) Health systems response to support containment ofAMRIn theWestern
PacificRegion.
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WHO: 1 in 4 people projected to have hearing problems by 2050

Nearly 2.5 billion people worldwide — or 1 in 4 people — will be living with some degree
of hearing loss by 2050, warns the World Health Organization’s (WHO) first World Report
on Hearing, released today. At least 700 million of these people will require access to
ear and hearing care and other rehabilitation services unless action is taken.
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WHO Living guideline: Drugs to prevent COVID-19

Current use of drugs to prevent COVID-19 is variable, reflecting large-scale uncertainty.
Numerous randomized trials of many different drugs are underway to inform practice.
This first version of the Drugs to prevent COVID-19: A WHO living guideline contains
new information and a recommendation on hydroxychloroquine. It follows the
publication of six trials synthesized in a living network meta-analysis (NMA).
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WHO and ITU launch new guide on introduction of dementia risk
reduction and carer support programmes using mobile technology

WHO's new mDementia handbook, launched today, will help countries to introduce and
scale up dementia mHealth programmes (delivered through mobile devices, such as
phones and tablets). The handbook and accompanying mHealth programme content
includes a module on reducing the risk of dementia and another on support for carers
of people with dementia. The handbook was developed by the WHO Mental Health and
Substance Use Department and BeHe@Ithy BeMobile (BHBM), a joint initiative between
the World Health Organization and the International Telecommunications Union.
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World Health Day 2021 Building a fairer, healthier world

On World Health Day, 7 April 2021, we will be inviting you to join a new campaign to
build a fairer, healthier world. We'll be posting more details here shortly, but here’s why
we're doing this:

Our world is an unequal one.

As COVID-19 has highlighted, some people are able to live healthier lives and have
better access to health services than others - entirely due to the conditions in which
they are born, grow, live, work and age.

All over the world, some groups struggle to make ends meet with little daily income,
have poorer housing conditions and education, fewer employment opportunities,
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https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2021
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2021

experience greater gender inequality, and have little or no access to safe environments,
clean water and air, food security and health services. This leads to unnecessary
suffering, avoidable illness, and premature death. And it harms our societies and
economies.
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Regional action plan on healthy ageing in the Western Pacific

The Regional Action Plan on Healthy Ageing for the Western Pacific was endorsed by the
World Health Organization Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in 2020.
Recognizing that population ageing is global trend and accelerating, the action plan was
developed to support Member States in taking early action to prepare for population
ageing. It outlines five objectives for promoting healthier older adults who are thriving
and contributing in society. The action plan focuses on health and social transformation
to enable people to age in good health, receive tailored community supports and
contribute meaningfully in society throughout their lives
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COVAX publishes first round of allocations

The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance
(Gavi) and the World Health Organization (WHO), as co-leads of the COVAX initiative
for equitable global access to COVID-19 vaccines, alongside key delivery partner UNICEF,
are pleased to publish COVAX's first round of allocations.

Following from the publication of an interim distribution forecast, and based on current
knowledge of supply availability, this first round of allocations provides information on
provision of doses of the AstraZeneca(AZ)/Oxford vaccine to COVAX Facility participants,
through May 2021.
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New WHO report on Human T-lymphotropic virus type 1 highlights
strategies for its prevention and control

WHO has published a series of products on Human T-lymphotropic virus type 1 (HTLV-
1) calling attention to address HTLV-1 through a global public health approach. The
HTLV-1 technical report, the HTLV-1 fact sheet and the HTLV-1 meeting report are the
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products of consultations undertaken by WHO with member states and partners over
the past year.

HTLV-1 is a retrovirus which causes a chronic lifelong infection in humans. Its
transmission happens through breast feeding, sexual contact and blood transfusions and
is similar to the HIV virus. It causes a range of clinical syndromes. The commonest of
these clinical syndromes are Adult T-cell Leukemia (ATL) and HTLV-1 associated
Myelopathy or Total Spastic Paraparesis (HAM/TSP). The current estimates for the total
number of people living with HTLV-1 infection range from 5 million to 10 million as of
2012 (1). The prevalence of the infection is particularly high in parts of Japan, Australia
and the Pacific islands.
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Eliminating rabies — United Against Rabies Forum publishes its first
report

Since its launch last year, the United Against Rabies Forum has now published its first
report highlighting its mission to promote and ‘enable effective collaboration by a wide
range of partners’ to achieve the goals set out in the global strategic plan to eliminate
human rabies deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030.

The report highlights how COVID-19 has impacted rabies control activities and
emphasizes the need to make One Health a reality because the interdependence of
human, animal and environmental health has never been more evident.
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New global breast cancer initiative highlights renewed commitment
to improve survival

A major new collaborative effort, the Global Breast Cancer Initiative, is being introduced
today by the World Health Organization, with the objective of reducing global breast
cancer mortality by 2.5% per year until 2040, thereby averting an estimated 2.5 million
deaths. In recognition of International Women’s Day, WHO is hosting an advocacy
event “Hearing the call of women with breast cancer” during which the new Initiative
will be presented to the global cancer community.
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New WHO/MTAEA publication provides guidance on radiotherapy
equipment to fight cancer

New guidance from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) on the procurement of radiotherapy equipment could improve
access to this life-saving cancer treatment option that is still lacking in many parts of
the world.

The new technical guidance aims to ensure that the selection of radiotherapy equipment
is appropriate to country and health facility contexts, that treatment is delivered safely,
that quality is maintained, and that services are sustainable.

The publication is intended for medical physicists, biomedical and clinical engineers,
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radiation oncologists, oncologists and anyone else with responsibility for manufacturing,
planning, selecting, procuring, regulating, installing or using radiotherapy equipment. It
was developed as part of the ongoing collaboration between WHO and the IAEA to foster
safety and quality in the medical use of radiation technology.
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New WHO/MTAEA publication provides guidance on radiotherapy
equipment to fight cancer

The World Health Organization (WHO) has updated an aide-mémoire for programme
managers to help them provide high-quality care to people suffering from lymphoedema
and other consequences of lymphatic filariasis, a debilitating neglected tropical disease
(NTD) endemic in 72 countries affecting tens of millions of people.

Lymphatic filariasis - managing morbidity and preventing disability: an aide-mémoire
for national programme managers , first published in 2013, has been updated to
describe the essential package of care for lymphoedema, hydrocele and episodes of
adenolymphangitis.
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Rotavirus vaccines made available for use in humanitarian crises

Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF), Save the Children, UNICEF and the World Health
Organization (WHO) welcome the opportunity to make rotavirus vaccine available to
more children living in humanitarian crises thanks to a landmark pricing agreement with
the manufacturer, GSK.

Children living in refugee camps, displaced communities or in other emergency
situations now have a better chance of being protected against severe diarrhoeal disease
with these lower price rotavirus vaccines. Diarrhoea is one of the leading causes of death
among children under five.

The agreement makes use of the multi-partner Humanitarian Mechanism, launched in
2017. Rotavirus vaccine is the second vaccine to be accessed through the scheme,
which depends on manufacturers making their vaccines available at their lowest price
for use in emergencies - across countries of all income levels. The first to be made
available was the pneumococcal vaccine.
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Devastatingly pervasive: 1 in 3 women globally experience violence

Violence against women remains devastatingly pervasive and starts alarmingly young,
shows new data from WHO and partners. Across their lifetime, 1 in 3 women, around
736 million, are subjected to physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner or sexual
violence from a non-partner — a number that has remained largely unchanged over the
past decade.

This violence starts early: 1 in 4 young women (aged 15-24 years) who have been in a
relationship will have already experienced violence by an intimate partner by the time
they reach their mid-twenties.


https://www.who.int/news/item/04-03-2021-rotavirus-vaccines-made-available-for-use-in-humanitarian-crises
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/blogs/2017/new-humanitarian-mechanism-reaching-children-conflict-affordable-vaccines#!
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-03-2021-devastatingly-pervasive-1-in-3-women-globally-experience-violence
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WHO signs MoU with Women in Global Health on International
Women’s Day

Women delivery health. Women comprise almost 70% of health and care workers
globally. Yet, women are not equally represented in decision making positions. WHO has
been working with partners to redress this gap and ensure that the women who are
delivering health are included at all levels of decision making and leadership.

Today, March 8th, International Women’s Day with the theme “Women in leadership:
Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 world” - Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director-General, and, Dr Roopa Dhatt Executive Director of Women in Global
Health signed a memorandum of understanding. This MOU aims to further the shared
goals and objectives of women’s economic empowerment, gender transformative
change in Universal Health Coverage and the health workforce on a global level.
Speaking at the event Dr Tedros remarked “this is a year to renew our focus on
advancing equity, as a cornerstone of WHO'’s mission to promote health, keep the world
safe and serve the vulnerable.”

WHO : Women in Global Health & EZE%& S
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/violence-against-women-prevalence-estimates
https://www.who.int/news/item/10-03-2021-who-signs-mou-with-women-in-global-health-on-international-women-s-day
https://www.who.int/news/item/10-03-2021-who-signs-mou-with-women-in-global-health-on-international-women-s-day
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ACT-Accelerator releases prioritised strategy and budget for 2021 to
change the course of the evolving COVID-19 pandemic

In under a year, the ACT Accelerator has driven real progress to accelerate the end of
the COVID-19 pandemic. It has accelerated the development of COVID-19 tests,
treatments, vaccines and health systems and transformed the ability to tackle COVID-
19 on a global scale, but only if the world can ensure the equitable distribution of these
vital tools.

However, the world continues to face an unprecedented and rapidly evolving threat from
COVID-19. Three major shifts in the pandemic and the operating environment for the
ACT Accelerator have necessitated a refresh of ACT Accelerator priorities, financing
requirements, and investment case. First, COVID-19 vaccines are now available, but
face acute supply constraints. Second, virus variants are emerging with increasingly
concerning characteristics. Third, despite valuable support from governments,
regulators, manufacturers, and other stakeholders, there has been insufficient
investment in global solutions to scale COVID-19 tools.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/12-03-2021-act-accelerator-releases-prioritised-strategy-and-budget-for-2021-to-change-the-course-of-the-evolving-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-03-2021-act-accelerator-releases-prioritised-strategy-and-budget-for-2021-to-change-the-course-of-the-evolving-covid-19-pandemic
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WHO adds Janssen vaccine to list of safe and effective emergency
tools against COVID-19

The World Health Organization (WHO) today listed the COVID-19 vaccine Ad26.COV2.S,
developed by Janssen (Johnson & Johnson), for emergency use in all countries and for
COVAX roll-out. The decision comes on the back of the European Medicines Agency
(EMA) authorization, which was announced yesterday.

The vaccine from Janssen is the first to be listed by WHO as a single dose regimen,
which should facilitate vaccination logistics in all countries. The ample data from large
clinical trials shared by the company also shows that the vaccine is effective in older
populations.
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WHO and partners urge countries to fast-track implementation and
scale-up of HIV self-testing and other innovative HIV testing
approaches in Asia and the Pacific

Globally, over two-thirds of new HIV infections are reported among key populations -
men who have sex with men, transgender people, sex workers, people who inject drugs
and people in prison and other closed settings. In Asia and the Pacific, nearly all new
HIV infections are reported among key populations and their partners. At the same time,
there are significant gaps in HIV diagnoses in Asia and the Pacific, where, it is estimated,
only 75% of people with HIV are aware of their HIV status compared to 81% globally.

To reduce the gap in HIV diagnoses, WHO recommends strategically implementing a
range of differentiated HIV testing approaches, including facility-based testing,
community-based testing, HIV self-testing (HIVST), partner services (provider-assisted
referral/index testing) and, for key populations, social network-based HIV testing.


https://www.who.int/news/item/12-03-2021-who-adds-janssen-vaccine-to-list-of-safe-and-effective-emergency-tools-against-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-03-2021-who-adds-janssen-vaccine-to-list-of-safe-and-effective-emergency-tools-against-covid-19
https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/vaccines/who-recommendation-janssen-cilag-international-nv-belgium-covid-19-vaccine-ad26cov2-s
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-who-and-partners-urge-countries-to-fast-track-implementation-and-scale-up-of-hiv-self-testing-and-other-innovative-hiv-testing-approaches-in-asia-and-the-pacific
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-who-and-partners-urge-countries-to-fast-track-implementation-and-scale-up-of-hiv-self-testing-and-other-innovative-hiv-testing-approaches-in-asia-and-the-pacific
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-who-and-partners-urge-countries-to-fast-track-implementation-and-scale-up-of-hiv-self-testing-and-other-innovative-hiv-testing-approaches-in-asia-and-the-pacific

However, some of these innovative approaches and accompanying evidence-based
demand creation interventions have not yet been implemented and effectively scaled
up in the Asia and Pacific region.
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New brief outlines devastating harms from tobacco use and exposure
to second-hand tobacco smoke during pregnancy and throughout
childhood - Report calls for protective policies

A new WHO report, Tobacco control to improve child health and development, calls for
raising awareness among practitioners and policymakers about the importance of strong
tobacco control measures for protecting the health and development of children,
including banning tobacco advertising, implementing 100% smoke-free environments
and raising taxes on tobacco.

Exposure to tobacco smoke has devastating impacts throughout childhood and
adolescence, starting from conception.


https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-brief-outlines-devastating-harms-from-tobacco-use-and-exposure-to-second-hand-tobacco-smoke-during-pregnancy-and-throughout-childhood
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-brief-outlines-devastating-harms-from-tobacco-use-and-exposure-to-second-hand-tobacco-smoke-during-pregnancy-and-throughout-childhood
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-brief-outlines-devastating-harms-from-tobacco-use-and-exposure-to-second-hand-tobacco-smoke-during-pregnancy-and-throughout-childhood

Exposure of unborn children to maternal smoking or second-hand smoke is linked to
birth defects, stillbirths, preterm births and infant deaths. Maternal smoking during
pregnancy is linked to a doubling of the risk of sudden infant death and birth defects,
while exposure to second-hand smoke during pregnancy is linked to a 23% increased
risk of stillbirth and 13% increased risk of congenital malformation.
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New research highlights risks of separating newborns from mothers
during COVID-19 pandemic

New research from WHO and partners shows that the COVID-19 pandemic is severely
affecting the quality of care given to small and sick newborns, resulting in unnecessary
suffering and deaths.

A study published in the Lancet EclinicalMedicine highlights the critical importance of
ensuring newborn babies have close contact with parents after birth, especially for those
born too small (at low birthweight) or too soon (preterm). However, in many countries,
if COVID-19 infections are confirmed or suspected, newborn babies are being routinely
separated from their mothers, putting them at higher risk of death and lifelong health
complications.
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https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/340162
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-research-highlights-risks-of-separating-newborns-from-mothers-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-research-highlights-risks-of-separating-newborns-from-mothers-during-covid-19-pandemic
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WHO publishes new clinical and service delivery recommendations
for HIV prevention, treatment and care

These guidelines provide new and updated recommendations on the use of point-of-
care testing in children under 18 months of age and point-of-care tests to monitor
treatment in people living with HIV; the treatment monitoring algorithm; and timing of
antiretroviral therapy (ART) among people living with HIV who are being treated for
tuberculosis.

New recommendations launched today outline key new actions that countries can take
to improve the delivery of HIV testing, treatment and care services by providing greater
options for differentiated approaches such as, supporting HIV treatment start in the
community, ensuring that children are diagnosed and treated early, and that viral load
treatment monitoring is more accessible, focused and triggers clinical action.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/17-03-2021-who-publishes-new-clinical-recommendations-on-hiv-prevention-infant-diagnosis-antiretroviral-therapy-initiation-and-monitoring
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-03-2021-who-publishes-new-clinical-recommendations-on-hiv-prevention-infant-diagnosis-antiretroviral-therapy-initiation-and-monitoring
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240022232
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/340190
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Ageism is a global challenge: UN

Ageism leads to poorer health, social isolation, earlier deaths and cost economies
billions: report calls for swift action to implement effective anti-ageism strategies

Every second person in the world is believed to hold ageist attitudes - leading to poorer
physical and mental health and reduced quality of life for older persons, costing societies
billions of dollars each year, according to a new United Nations report on ageism.

The report released today by WHO, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR), United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), calls for urgent action to combat ageism and
better measurement and reporting to expose ageism for what it is — an insidious scourge
on society.
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Reframing child and adolescent health for the SDG era

Over the past two decades, the epidemiology of global child health has changed
markedly, alongside our understanding of what works to improve the health and
wellbeing of children and adolescents. As countries seek to recover and rebuild from the
COVID-19 pandemic, a series of papers published today in the British Medical Journal
(BMJ) supplement calls for a substantial evolution in this thinking, to meet the changing
needs of all of today’s young people.


https://www.who.int/news/item/18-03-2021-ageism-is-a-global-challenge-un
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/demographic-change-and-healthy-ageing/combatting-ageism/global-report-on-ageism
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-03-2021-reframing-child-and-adolescent-health-for-the-sdg-era
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Statement of the WHO Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety
(GACVS) COVID-19 subcommittee on safety signals related to the
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine

The GACVS COVID-19 subcommittee met virtually on 16 and 19 March 2021 to review
available information and data on thromboembolic events (blood clots) and
thrombocytopenia (low platelets) after vaccination with the AstraZeneca COVID-19
vaccine.

Based on a careful scientific review of the available information, the subcommittee came to the

following conclusions and recommendations:

*The AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine (including Covishield) continues to have a positive
benefit-risk profile, with tremendous potential to prevent infections and reduce deaths across the
world.

*The available data do not suggest any overall increase in clotting conditions such as deep
venous thrombosis or pulmonary embolism following administration of COVID-19 vaccines.


https://www.bmj.com/child-health-redesign
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-03-2021-statement-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety-(gacvs)-covid-19-subcommittee-on-safety-signals-related-to-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-03-2021-statement-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety-(gacvs)-covid-19-subcommittee-on-safety-signals-related-to-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-03-2021-statement-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety-(gacvs)-covid-19-subcommittee-on-safety-signals-related-to-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
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Campaign launched to make 30 km/h streets the norm for cities
worldwide

Low speed streets save lives and are the heart of any community. 30 km/h (20 mph)
speed limits where people and traffic mix make for streets that are safe, healthy,
green and liveable, in other words, streets for life. The 6" UN Global Road Safety
Week is calling on policymakers to act for low speed streets worldwide, limiting speeds
to 30 km/h where people walk, live and play. Join the #Love30 campaign to call for 30
km/h speed limits to be the norm for cities, towns and villages worldwide.
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: closing the gap to end neglected
tropical diseases

Today, on World Water Day, the World Health Organization (WHO) released its strategy
on water, sanitation and hygiene as part of joint efforts by the water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) and the neglected tropical diseases (NTD) sectors towards ending
these diseases over the next decade.

The “Global Strategy on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene to Combat Neglected Tropical
Diseases — 2021-2030" complements the recently launched new NTD road map and
aligns with the Sustainable Development Goal targets 6.1 and 6.2 on drinking water and
sanitation.



https://www.who.int/news/item/22-03-2021-campaign-launched-to-make-30-km-h-streets-the-norm-for-cities-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-03-2021-campaign-launched-to-make-30-km-h-streets-the-norm-for-cities-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-03-2021-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-closing-the-gap-to-end-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-03-2021-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-closing-the-gap-to-end-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/wash-documents/burden-of-disease/draft-wash-ntd-strategy-210216.pdf?sfvrsn=ac74dfd_7
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022782
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022782
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240010352
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COVID-19 highlights urgent need to reboot global effort to end
tuberculosis

An estimated 1.4 million fewer people received care for tuberculosis (TB) in 2020 than
in 2019, according to preliminary data compiled by the World Health Organization
(WHO) from over 80 countries- a reduction of 21% from 2019.

Building up health systems so everyone can get the services they need is key. Some
countries have already taken steps to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on service
delivery, by strengthening infection control; expanding use of digital technologies to
provide remote advice and support, and providing home-based TB prevention and care.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/22-03-2021-covid-19-highlights-urgent-need-to-reboot-global-effort-to-end-tuberculosis
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-03-2021-covid-19-highlights-urgent-need-to-reboot-global-effort-to-end-tuberculosis
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Introducing the WHO technical package on quality of care in fragile,
conflict-affected and vulnerable settings

The World Health Organization is calling for action to address quality of care in fragile,
conflict-affected and vulnerable (FCV) settings, with the release of a technical
package on this subject. On 16 March 2021, WHO hosted a global webinar to introduce
the content of the technical package and consider how it can be applied by a range of
stakeholders to drive action. A recording of the webinar is available here.
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Monitoring global progress on antimicrobial resistance: Tripartite
AMR country self-assessment survey (TrACSS) 2019-2020

The Tripartite AMR Country Self-Assessment Survey (TrACSS) helps to monitor country
progress on the implementation of AMR national actions plans and has been
administered on an annual basis by the Tripartite organizations (Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
and World Health Organization (WHQ)) since 2016.

This report analyzes the global responses on the fourth round of TrACSS (2019-2020)


https://www.who.int/news/item/24-03-2021-introducing-the-who-technical-package-on-quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-03-2021-introducing-the-who-technical-package-on-quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/quality-health-services/quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/quality-health-services/quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/03/16/default-calendar/introducing-the-who-technical-package-on-quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-global-progress-on-antimicrobial-resistance-tripartite-amr-country-self-assessment-survey-(tracss)-2019-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/monitoring-global-progress-on-antimicrobial-resistance-tripartite-amr-country-self-assessment-survey-(tracss)-2019-2020

and examines the global trends and actions towards addressing AMR in all sectors.
Complete country and global responses to all rounds of the survey can be accessed
through the TrACSS database: https://amrcountryprogress.org/.
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Social media & COVID-19: A global study of digital crisis interaction
among Gen Z and Millennials

The unfolding of the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how the spread of
misinformation, amplified on social media and other digital platforms, is proving to be
as much a threat to global public health as the virus itself. Technology advancements
and social media create opportunities to keep people safe, informed and connected.
However, the same tools also enable and amplify the current infodemic that continues
to undermine the global response and jeopardizes measures to control the pandemic.
Although young people are less at risk of severe disease from COVID-19, they are a key
group in the context of this pandemic and share in the collective responsibility to help
us stop transmission. They are also the most active online, interacting with an average
number of 5 digital platforms (such as, Twitter, TikTok, WeChat and Instagram) daily.
To better understand how young adults are engaging with technology during this global
communication crisis, an international study was conducted, covering approximately
23,500 respondents, aged 18-40 years, in 24 countries across five continents.

ZKESL =7 IO IV ERRE

BEERY METREEFERSEHLTHED. 1 HICFEH 5 DOFTSIILTSY R IA—LA
(Twitter. TikTok. WeChat. Instagram 72&) ZFHIHUTWET,

T EVOEVWSHANRIOZT 1 25— 3 > BEHORICEEN T /O —EEDKSIC
BEEDTULBN. WHO. TJ2F—-—T> 2TV XILRILKRE, BRIR—ILTr v
JIDHEET. 5KE 24 NET 18~40 HDF 23,500 AR E UTEEABNEMREINEL
1z

TR, Z B ESLZ7)UHH COVID-19 DIEHRE ECTROTWNBIDH ., EFATES
BHREE UCHZERL TLDIDN, RIEHREZH DR EITE. BREBIAMEN. EVWVoicE


https://amrcountryprogress.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/social-media-covid-19-a-global-study-of-digital-crisis-interaction-among-gen-z-and-millennials
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/social-media-covid-19-a-global-study-of-digital-crisis-interaction-among-gen-z-and-millennials
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