WHO news November 2021

2021411 A1H

Regional health leaders agree on actions to promote health through
schools, harness traditional and complementary medicine

The World Health Organization (WHO) Western Pacific Region’s health ministers today
adopted a resolution to ensure schools promote the health and development of children and
adolescents and help to entrench lifelong healthy habits. They also adopted a resolution to
improve access to safe, effective and culturally accepted services to harness the role of

traditional and complementary medicine for health and well-being.
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World Health Organization Secretariat announcement regarding the
election of the next WHO Director-General

The appointment of the next Director-General of the World Health Organization will take
place at the Seventy-fifth World Health Assembly in May 2022 (WHA75). The Director-
General is WHO’s chief technical and administrative officer.

As today marks the closure of the last Regional Committee meeting, WHO can announce that
a single candidate was proposed by Member States by the 23 September 2021 deadline: Dr

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who is the incumbent Director-General.
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WHO guidance to reduce illness due to lead exposure

The World Health Organization has issued new guidance to help health-care providers
recognize and provide care to individuals which have had exposure to lead. The release of
the guidance coincides with International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week 2021.

The WHO Guideline for Clinical Management of Exposure to Lead recommends a blood
lead concentration of 5 micrograms per decilitre (ug/dL) as a trigger for a thorough review of
the ways in which a person is being exposed to lead and for action to reduce or end this

exposure.
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WHO kicks off a Decade of Action for Road Safety

WHO is kicking off the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030 today in Geneva, with
the ambitious target of preventing at least 50% of road traffic deaths and injuries by 2030.

WHO and the UN regional commissions, in cooperation with other partners in the UN Road
Safety Collaboration, have developed a Global Plan for the Decade of Action, which is
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released today.
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New ACT-Accelerator strategy calls for US$ 23.4 billion international
1Investment to solve inequities in global access to COVID-19 vaccines,
tests & treatments

The Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator has today launched its strategic plan and
budget for the next 12 months, outlining the urgent actions and funding needed to address
deep inequities in the COVID-19 response, save millions of lives and end the acute phase of

the pandemic.
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On World Cities Day 2021 WHO calls on countries to build resilient
and healthy cities

Well over half the world’s population already lives in towns and cities. By 2050, that
proportion is expected to increase to almost 70%. On World Cities Day 2021, we see how this

rapid urban growth presents both challenges and opportunities.
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Health leaders endorse action plan to end T'B in the Region

On the final day of their annual meeting, health leaders of the World Health Organization
(WHO) Western Pacific Region adopted a resolution to reduce the burden of tuberculosis (TB).
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WHO Director-General's remarks at Session 8 - Sustainable
Development at the G20 Summit - 31 October 2021

Excellencies, vaccines will help to end the pandemic, but the ultimate vaccine against
pandemics and all health threats is leadership. The world needs your leadership, now more

than ever.
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WHO issues emergency use listing for eigchth COVID-19 vaccine

Today, the World Health Organization (WHO) issued an emergency use listing (EUL) for
COVAXIN (developed by Bharat Biotech), adding to a growing portfolio of vaccines validated
by WHO for the prevention of COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2.
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Urgent need for vaccine to prevent deadly Group B streptococcus

A new report from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the London School of Hygiene
& Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) reveals the alarming global impact of Group B streptococcus
(GBS) — a common bacterium that can be transmitted in the womb, during birth, or in the
early weeks of life — leading to around 150,000 deaths of babies each year, more than half a
million preterm births and significant long-term disability.

The report calls urgently for the development of maternal vaccines against GBS to reduce
this toll, emphasizing they could be highly cost-effective — with significant health benefits —
in all regions of the world.
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Director-General’s Global Health Leaders Award for Annette Kennedy,
President of the International Council of Nurses

WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus today bestowed a WHO Director-
General’s Global Health Leaders Award to Ms Annette Kennedy, the outgoing President of
the International Council of Nurses (ICN), for her “outstanding and passionate leadership of
the global nursing community”.
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WHO Director-General approves tobacco cessation consortium

WHO is working together with partners to support countries in scaling up tobacco cessation.
The WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, welcomed the establishment
of a global WHO Tobacco Cessation Consortium (“The Consortium"), a mechanism for
engaging all relevant stakeholders including non-State Actors in the global effort to make

comprehensive cessation support available to all.
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COP26 Special Report on Climate Change and Health

The 10 recommendations in the COP26 Special Report on Climate Change and Health
propose a set of priority actions from the global health community to governments and policy

makers, calling on them to act with urgency on the current climate and health crises.
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Countries commit to develop climate-smart health care at COP26 UN
climate conference

A group of 50 countries have committed to develop climate-resilient and low-carbon health
systems at the UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26), in response to growing

evidence of the impact of climate change on people’s health.
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WHO and the International Organization of La Francophonie sign
agreement that outlines common areas of work on universal health
coverage, malaria control and the WHO Academy

WHO and the International Organization of La Francophonie (OIF) today signed an
agreement that gives political and legal anchoring to the cooperation between these two
organizations.

The agreement was signed at the WHO Headquarters by Mrs Louise Mushikiwabo, Secretary
General of La Francophonie, and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General.

It builds on the memorandum of understanding signed by the two organizations in April 2021,
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setting out the main areas of joint action, including the WHO Academy, advancing universal

health coverage, primary health care and malaria control.
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International organizations, vaccine manufacturers take stock of
COVID-19 vaccine roll out, share views for 2022

The heads of the International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health
Organization and World Trade Organization held on 9 November the 2rd High-Level
Consultations with the CEOs of leading COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing companies. At the

meeting, all participants agreed on the urgency of delivering more vaccine doses to low-

income countries, where less than 2.5% of the population has been fully vaccinated.
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Global progress against measles threatened amidst COVID-19
pandemic

The largest increase in unvaccinated children in 20 years and critical gaps in disease

surveillance increase risk of measles outbreaks, putting lives at risk: WHO, CDC
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New WHO report maps barriers to insulin availability and suggests
actions to promote universal access

100 years after its discovery, insulin still out of reach for many living with diabetes

A new report published by WHO in the lead-up to World Diabetes Day highlights the
alarming state of global access to insulin and diabetes care, and finds that high prices, low
availability of human insulin, few producers dominating the insulin market and weak health

systems are the main barriers to universal access.
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Joint Research Centre and World Health Organization join forces to
use behavioural insights for public health

The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) and the World Health
Organization (WHO) concluded a Collaborative Research Arrangement that aims to
mainstream behavioural insights into public health programmes and policies worldwide.
Behavioural insights can help improve understanding on how and why people behave in ways
that affect their health, and help design policies and services that address behavioural factors

for improved physical and mental well-being.
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Global breastfeeding scorecard 2021: protecting breastfeeding
through bold national actions during the COVID-19 pandemic and

beyond

The Global Breastfeeding Collective has identified seven policy priorities for countries to
protect, promote and support breastfeeding. The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the
urgency of implementing these policy priorities but has also created new challenges for their
implementation. The Global Nutrition Summit in December 2021 will draw worldwide
attention on the extent to which countries are ready to boldly commit to the health and
nutrition of their mothers and children. Committing to significant action in support of
breastfeeding will be critical.

BABRICHMADBREZ : HARREYIY MCRAEFT
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Global breastfeeding scorecard 2021: protecting breastfeeding
through bold national actions during the COVID-19 pandemic and

beyond

The fourth WHO global tobacco trends report released today, shows that there are 1.30
billion tobacco users globally compared to 1.32 billion in 2015. This number is expected to
drop to 1.27 billion by 2025.

Sixty countries are now on track to achieving the voluntary global target of a 30% reduction

in tobacco use between 2010 and 2025: two years ago only 32 countries were on track.
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New reduced costs of dual HIV/syphilis rapid tests to accelerate
progress toward elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV
and syphilis

The fourth WHO global tobacco trends report released today, shows that there are 1.30


https://www.who.int/news/item/16-11-2021-tobacco-use-falling-who-urges-countries-to-invest-in-helping-more-people-to-quit-tobacco
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-11-2021-new-reduced-costs-of-dual-hiv-syphilis-rapid-tests-to-accelerate-progress-toward-emtct-of-hiv-and-syphilis

billion tobacco users globally compared to 1.32 billion in 2015. This number is expected to
drop to 1.27 billion by 2025.

Sixty countries are now on track to achieving the voluntary global target of a 30% reduction

in tobacco use between 2010 and 2025: two years ago only 32 countries were on track.
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UN Acgencies Back Bold Plan To Ensure Every Child In Need Gets A
Regular Healthy Meal In School By 2030

United Nations agencies have announced their strong support for an international coalition
aiming to rapidly improve the nutrition, health and education of school-age children around

the world following pandemic-driven school closures.

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused extensive disruption to schools and education
worldwide and millions of children were unable to get their school meals or benefit from
school-based health and nutrition services such as deworming, vaccination and psycho-social
support. Globally, more than 150 million children are still missing out on meals and essential
health and nutrition services.
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Leadership in Emergencies: Building competencies for effective
leadership in all-hazards emergency response

Effective leadership is key to health emergency response management. Since 2019, the
Learning and Capacity Development Unit (LCD) has delivered the Leadership in
Emergencies programme to 150 staff in WHO and Member States.

The programme helps participants develop key leadership skills to fulfil team lead, Health
Cluster Coordinator and Incident Manager roles. In 2021, the programme moved online to

increase access for learners. It has three elements:
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Global leaders call for cervical cancer elimination on Day of Action

Today WHO joins advocates around the world to commemorate a landmark Day of Action for
Cervical Cancer Elimination and welcome groundbreaking new initiatives to end this

devastating disease, which claims the lives of over 300 000 women each year.


https://www.who.int/news/item/16-11-2021-leadership-in-emergencies-building-competencies-for-effective-leadership-in-all-hazards-emergency-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-11-2021-leadership-in-emergencies-building-competencies-for-effective-leadership-in-all-hazards-emergency-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-11-2021-global-leaders-call-for-cervical-cancer-elimination-on-day-of-action

As with COVID-19, access to lifesaving tools is constrained, with women and adolescent girls
in the poorest countries deprived of clinical screening facilities, human papillomavirus (HPV)

vaccines and treatments which those in affluent places take for granted.
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Global individual patient data platform for drug-resistant
tuberculosis treatment

In order to increase the knowledge base for normative guidance on optimal treatment
modalities for drug-resistant tuberculosis (DR-TB), WHO is announcing a publicly

accessible global individual patient data (IPD) platform for drug-resistant tuberculosis

treatment (DR-TB-IPD). This will be a secure but accessible platform containing outcomes of

over 10,000 drug-resistant TB patients as the starting point and expanding this with data

received in response to a recent public call for data.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/17-11-2021-global-individual-patient-data-platform-for-drug-resistant-tuberculosis-treatment
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https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/public-call-for-individual-patient-data-on-treatment-of-drug-resistant-tuberculosis_06292021
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Strategic toolkit for assessing risks: a comprehensive toolkit for all-
hazards health emergency risk assessment

The Strategic Tool for Assessing Risks (STAR) offers a comprehensive, easy-to-use toolkit
and approach to enable national and subnational governments to rapidly conduct a
strategic and evidence-based assessment of public health risks for planning and
prioritization of health emergency preparedness and disaster risk management activities.
This guidance describes the principles and methodology of STAR to enhance its adaptation

and use at the national or subnational levels.
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Statement of the Thirtieth Polio IHR Emergency Committee

Although heartened by the apparent progress, the Committee unanimously agreed that the


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240036086
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240036086
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2021-statement-of-the-thirtieth-polio-ihr-emergency-committee

risk of international spread of poliovirus remains a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC) and recommended the extension of Temporary Recommendations for a
further three months. The Committee recognizes the concerns regarding the lengthy duration
of the polio PHEIC but concluded that there are still significant risks despite apparent
progress made in the two endemic countries, and that the coming three months would be a

critical period to monitor the situation there closely.

IRUZE, & & UTEUTERBROIEED RS

ERMREARBI (2005 ) (IHR) [CED<K BRARBANE 30 @LAH. 2021 & 11 8 3H(C
BfESNELUZ. RUAD 1 )L ADEFRIVRREIIEAD Y XD (SRR E LT [ERNICERSS
NB3NREE LOREZERE (PHEIC) | THBACEICEE—HTCEARL. BEEISZES(IC 3
DAMERTDCEZHERELUELR,

FFERRUADAILR (WPV1) DORBR(ITRADZREITTHD. 2020 £DEFHAC 129 4D
WPV1 DREUTEDICH U, JEEFERIY EFITHZRINSENTN 1 4D 5t 2 4 @
WPV1 WYR4E LTz 2021 & 1 BLE. $ioBeRE ERELTVER A,

2021 EOEIRELDOF U AKRI AT AL (cVDPV2) DOREREEIIEST 420 AT, 7D
355 266 ABNFASTUTTRELULTVEY, FZ(CBENRELEFZTEYD, E—U
AT, D054 F(F. LWINE cVDPV2 W ERIIICILEUIEER T,

2021411 A 25 H

WHO issues guidelines on the treatment of children with multisystem
inflammatory syndrome associated with COVID-19

WHO today issued updated guidelines on the management of multisystem inflammatory
syndrome in children associated with COVID-19 (MIS-C).

MIS-C is a rare but serious condition where children with COVID-19 develop inflammation
affecting different organs of the body. Children with this condition need specialized care, and
may need to be admitted to intensive care. Although MIS-C is a serious condition, with the

right medical care, children with this condition recover.
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WHO and MPP announce the first transparent, global, non-exclusive
licence for a COVID-19 technology

CSIC offers serological test to C-TAP

WHO’s COVID-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP) and the Medicines Patent Pool (MPP)
today finalized a licensing agreement with the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)
for a COVID-19 serological antibody technology. The test effectively checks for the presence
of anti-SARS-CoV-2 antibodies developed either in response to a COVID-19 infection or to a
vaccine. This represents the first transparent, global, non-exclusive licence for a COVID-19
health tool, and the first test licence signed by MPP and included in the WHO Pool.
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Gonorrhoea: latest antimicrobial global surveillance results and
guidance for vaccine development published

In September 2021 The Lancet Microbe published the latest results from a retrospective
observational study of WHO’s global antimicrobial resistance surveillance
(GASP/GLASS (1) for Neisseria gonorrhoeae isolates from 2017-2018. Seventy-three

countries contributed data to the biennial report on the status of antimicrobial resistance in

gonorrhoea, which confirmed that resistant gonococcal strains are globally widespread

Addressing this promising new and potentially effective prevention intervention, today the
WHO Departments of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Research; Immunization,

Vaccines and Biologicals; and Global HIV, Hepatitis and STIs Programmes are launching a
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new document WHO preferred product characteristics for gonococcal vaccines to facilitate

vaccine development, particularly for use in low-and middle-income countries. This
document describes preferences for vaccine attributes that would help optimize global
public health impact, including vaccine indications and target populations, considerations
for safety and efficacy evaluation, and delivery strategies for potential vaccines against

gonorrhoea.
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WHO third global infodemic management conference: whole-of-
society challenges and approaches to respond to infodemics

From 20 October to 11 December 2020, WHO’s 3rd Virtual Global Infodemic Management
Conference was set out to identify the top infodemic challenges and approaches for each of 6

stakeholder groups with particular, immediate potential to address infodemics.
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Pandemic reform agenda is moving, but not fast or cohesive enough

Independent Panel former Co-Chairs, Helen Clark and Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, provide blunt
assessment of ‘uneven’ progress as pandemic continues to cause illness, deaths, economic
losses
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First meeting of Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of Novel



https://theindependentpanel.org/pandemic-reform-agenda-is-moving-but-not-fast-or-cohesive-enough/
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-11-2021-first-meeting-of-scientific-advisory-group-for-the-origins-of-novel-pathogens-(sago)

Pathogens (SAGO)

WHO'’s Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of Novel Pathogens (SAGO) held its first

meeting yesterday.

The meeting was largely procedural, and included the appointment of the Chair (Dr.
Marietjie Venter from South Africa) and Vice-Chair (Dr Jean-Claude Manuguerra from
France).

The group agreed to meet frequently and focus urgently on advising on the overarching
framework to study the emergence of novel pathogens, as well as to rapidly undertake an
assessment of the current understanding of the origins of SARS-CoV-2 , the virus that
causes COVID-19.
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Special session of World Health Assembly 29 November 2021 - 1
December 2021

The World Health Assembly (WHA) will gather for a special session 29 November to 1
December.

The WHA normally meets each May. This special session (the second in the history of the
WHO) was called for in a decision adopted by the Member States at the Seventy-fourth World
Health Assembly: Decision WHA74(16).

During the session, the Member States will consider the following single substantive agenda

item:

Consideration of the benefits of developing a WHO convention, agreement or other
international instrument on pandemic preparedness and response with a view towards the
establishment of an Intergovernmental process to draft and negotiate such a convention,
agreement or other international instrument on pandemic preparedness and response,
taking into account the report of the Working Group on Strengthening WHQO Preparedness
and Response to Health Emergencies.

The Working Group on Strengthening WHO Preparedness and Response to Health
Emergencies, established at the WHA74, has met on five occasions and considered findings

from several bodies in preparing its report.
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WHO malaria terminology, 2021 update

In recent years, there has been a proliferation of new terms in relation to malaria in scientific
literature, technical reports and the media. Concurrently, a number of terms with new or
modified use and meaning have been introduced. This glossary of malaria terminology,
updated in 2021, is based on input from WHO technical expert groups and aims to improve
communication and mutual understanding within the scientific community, as well as with
funding agencies, public health officials responsible for malaria programmes, and

policymakers in malaria-endemic countries.
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Update on Omicron

On 26 November 2021, WHO designated the variant B.1.1.529 a variant of concern, named
Omicron, on the advice of WHO’s Technical Advisory Group on Virus Evolution (TAG-
VE). This decision was based on the evidence presented to the TAG-VE that Omicron has

several mutations that may have an impact on how it behaves, for example, on how easily it

spreads or the severity of illness it causes. Here is a summary of what is currently known.

COVID-19 £EEHDA=Z/0O>% '] OEMRLANIVIC


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240038400
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2021-update-on-omicron
https://www.who.int/groups/technical-advisory-group-on-sars-cov-2-virus-evolution

11 A 26 B. WHO (Z. WHO O™ JL R (CRE T BHifiEERISIL—F (TAG-VE) DBIEI(C
HEJE B.1.1.529 WS ZEEZ [Omicron] E&fF1F. BREESNDIEEK (VOC : variant of
concern) ([CIEEULF U,

R, EEE. BHERROBME. DOF 0B, RBEODBEMHECDWTIFHAIRHF TH
D, HIBARE., BRIDELTULET,

R Omicron 1Y Delta ZEOMMDERMARELEER U T, KDRERELPDPITVNEDNNIEZHA
SR TVWERA. BPZIURNICHEITDCOEREKOFEZZ T TE. BHEEHE
SN ADEMENMU TVWETH, CNAAZT OO DFE(CKDEDRDN. ENEEMDE
R (CKDEDRDNERSMNCT DIzbDBEFABNMMTHONTNET,

REDEEE : Omicron [CRREUEIBE. Delta ZE5OMODEERR (CRREUEIHBAICLENTE
FEETDNEDHE. FLEBESMNIBD> TLERA

) AY~U—ik, WHO BEHFRDOA 7 v 7 AL L TR TTIAL & 5 HEEEKOEEHE Y
ERGRL TV D HDOTTOT, F#MNAEICONTIE, WHO =2—2 U U—2Z FHHERAT
S T ) — FDOFSCE ZH 60 ZHER T S,

https://www.who.int/news-room/releases

https://www.who.int/news-room/statements

https://www.who.int/news-room/notes



https://www.who.int/news-room/releases
https://www.who.int/news-room/statements
https://www.who.int/news-room/notes

