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World Antimicrobial Awareness Week 2021 - Spread awareness, stop
resistance

‘Spread Awareness, Stop Resistance’ has been agreed as the theme for the 2021 World
Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World
Health Organization (WHO), together known as the AMR Tripartite. The overarching slogan
of World Antimicrobial Awareness Week continues to be 'Antimicrobials: Handle with Care'
WAAW is celebrated from 18-24 November every year
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IN FOCUS: 2021

This ‘In Focus: 2021’ summary outlines the strategic direction and progress in strengthening
country health information systems, making data available as a global public good, delivering

a measurable impact and using data to drive public health policy.
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WHO releases new compendium of innovative health technologies for
COVID-19 and other priority diseases

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for innovative health technologies that
can help countries improve health outcomes by providing shortcuts to solutions despite lack
of infrastructure and resources. However, many of the new technologies that have come to
market are unaffordable or unsuitable for low- and middle-income countries.

To ensure that all countries benefit from health innovation, WHO has compiled a

compendium of 24 new technologies that can be used in low-resource settings.
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What’s needed to improve safety and quality of abortion care?

A multi-country research study led by the World Health Organization (WHO), the United
Nations Special Research Programme HRP*, and partners in 17 countries is shedding light
on the severity and clinical management of abortion-related complications.

Published in The BMdJ Global Health, the facility-based study across 11 sub-Saharan African
countries and 6 Latin American and Caribbean countries also explores women’s experience

of post-abortion care.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/01-09-2021-what-s-needed-to-improve-safety-and-quality-of-abortion-care
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WHO, Germany open Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence in
Berlin

To better prepare and protect the world from global disease threats, H.E. German Federal
Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, World Health
Organization Director-General, will today inaugurate the new WHO Hub for Pandemic and

Epidemic Intelligence, based in Berlin.
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WHO and UN partners’ compendium of 500 actions aims to reduce
diseases from environmental factors and save lives

WHO, UNDP, UNEP and UNICEF have partnered to create a new compendium of 500
actions aimed at reducing death and diseases driven by environmental risk factors, the first

such resource to unite this expertise from across the UN system.
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World failing to address dementia challenge

Only a quarter of countries worldwide have a national policy, strategy or plan for supporting
people with dementia and their families, according to the WHO’s ‘Global status report on the
public health response to dementia’, released today. Half of these countries are in WHO'’s
European Region, with the remainder split between the other Regions. Yet even in Europe,
many plans are expiring or have already expired, indicating a need for renewed commitment

from governments..
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https://www.who.int/news/item/03-09-2021-who-and-un-partners-compendium-of-500-actions-aims-to-reduce-diseases-from-environmental-factors-and-save-lives
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https://www.who.int/news/item/02-09-2021-world-failing-to-address-dementia-challenge
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at G20 Health Ministers
Meeting - 5 September 2021

WHO'’s global targets are to support every country to vaccinate at least 10 percent of its
population by the end of this month, at least 40 percent by the end of the year, and 70 percent
of the world’s population by the middle of next year.

We can still reach these targets, but only with the commitment and support of G20 countries.
As the largest producers, consumers and donors of COVID-19 vaccines, you hold the key to
achieving vaccine equity and ending the pandemic.

We can never allow a pandemic on this scale to happen again.

And we can never allow an injustice like this to happen again..
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New World Food Safety Day Report highlights a year-round effort to
promote and ensure safe food for all

On 7 September 2021 WHO and FAO jointly released the annual World Food Safety Day
report highlighting around 300 different events organized around the world on the occasion
of World Food Safety Day (7 June 2021). Celebrations were held in 90 countries by
international organizations, governments, businesses, non-governmental organizations,
academics and individuals...
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https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-g20-health-ministers-meeting---5-september-2021
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INCB, UNODC and WHO Joint Statement on Access to Controlled

Medicines in Emergencies

Recognizing World Humanitarian Day 2021, the International Narcotics Control Board
(INCB), the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the World Health
Organization (WHO) once again call on governments to facilitate access to medicines
containing controlled substances in emergency settings, including during pandemics and the
increasing number of climate-related disasters..
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Stories from the field: How vaccines can help to prevent antibiotic
resistance - Zimbabwe’s response to drug-resistant outbreaks of
typhoid and cholera

Antibiotic resistance is a natural phenomenon that happens when bacteria develop the
ability to defeat the drugs designed to kill them. The germs change over time, no longer
responding to medicines thus making infections harder, and sometimes impossible, to treat.
This, in turn, results in higher health care costs for both individuals and governments.
“Preventing and controlling antibiotic resistance calls for a multi-pronged approach, of which
vaccines is one”, says Dr Stanley Midzi, WHO Health Systems Strengthening Advisor.
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Costing tool for estimating the cost of interventions to improve hand
hygiene in domestic settings

A critical building block to achieving the global goal of universal hand hygiene by 2030 is
adequate levels of funding. Understanding the costs of implementing hand hygiene plans is
an essential precursor to fund allocation. This tool aims to provide country-specific cost
estimates of achieving universal hand hygiene in households by 2030. It has been developed
jointly by WHO and UNICEF, through a consultancy with WASHeconomics, and with input
from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the World Bank and WaterAid
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Monitoring flour fortification to maximize health benefits: a manual
for millers, regulators, and proeramme managers



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-HEP-ECH-WSH-2021.3
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-HEP-ECH-WSH-2021.3
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https://www.who.int/news/item/13-09-2021-monitoring-flour-fortification-to-maximize-health-benefits-a-manual-for-millers-regulators-and-programme-managers

Flour fortification is the practice of deliberately increasing the content of one or more
essential micronutrients in flour. Fortification of wheat and maize flours with vitamins and
minerals is considered a cost—effective strategy to address micronutrient malnutrition and
nutrition-associated health outcomes, such as anaemia or the prevention of neural tube
defects
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Financing common goods for health

Common Goods for Health (CGH) are the core population-based functions or interventions
that are essential to the health and well-being of entire societies. They necessitate public
financing and public action as they are public goods or have large social externalities, and

thus will not arise through market forces alone.

The objectives of this guidance document are to clearly define CGH, to discuss CGH’s
connections with other critical health agendas to build more responsive and resilient health
systems and to address financing issues associated with CGH at national, sub-national and

community levels.
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Global community of practice grows to over 500 WHO trained
infodemic managers

The World Health Organization (WHO) has expanded the global community of practice of
infodemic managers to more than 500 trainees from 120 countries following the completion
of the 2nd WHO Global Infodemic Management training.
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WHO's World Patient Safety Day Goals 2021 promote safe maternal
and newborn practices

The World Health Organization is calling on healthcare facility managers, leaders and health
workers around the world to adopt a set of 5 World Patient Safety Day Goals 2021 to improve
maternal and newborn safety at the points of care, particularly around childbirth. The goals
will be launched at a Virtual Global Conference “Together for safe and respectful maternal
and newborn care” on World Patient Safety Day on 17 September, with this year’s theme —

Safe maternal and newborn care.
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WHO/TLO: Almost 2 million people die from work-related causes each
year

Work-related diseases and injuries were responsible for the deaths of 1.9 million people in
2016, according to the first joint estimates from the World Health Organization (WHO) and
International Labour Organization (ILO).

According to the WHO/ILO Joint Estimates of the Work-related Burden of Disease and Injury,
2000-2016: Global Monitoring Report, the majority of work-related deaths were due to

respiratory and cardiovascular disease.
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Improving oral health through use of digital technology

Mobile technologies for oral health: an implementation guide, released today, provides
comprehensive instructions on how to complement existing oral health initiatives and oral

health system responses through mobile technologies.
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Advocating for cervical cancer awareness and prevention on World
GO Day

Cervical cancer survivor and advocate, Ic6 Téth, is continuing her efforts to raise awareness
about HPV and cervical cancer as part of World Gynaecologic Oncology Day which takes
place annually on 20 September. Established in 2019, World GO Day is an initiative of
ENGAGe (European Network of Gynaecologic Oncological Cancer Advocacy Groups), a part
of the European Society of Gynaecological Oncology (ESGO). Every year ENGAGe
members and other supporters around the world spread awareness about symptoms, risks,
treatment of gynaecological cancers and cervical cancer prevention. #GOfor became the
official hashtag of World GO Day and this year the “hashtag series” has been extended to
include #DareToAsk and #GoForPrevention.
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Snakebite envenoming: an interactive data platform to support the
2030 targets

Geospatial tracking and convergent technology can greatly contribute to accurate
information and improved awareness about venomous snakes. Having this information
available can accelerate the implementation of life-saving interventions, such as improved
planning and delivery of antivenoms, and identification of high-risk communities and

locations where treatment and antivenom centres should be prioritized.
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Comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan 2013 — 2030

The Sixty-sixth World Health Assembly, consisting of Ministers of Health of 194 Member
States, adopted the WHO’s Comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2020 in May
2013. In 2019, the action plan was extended until 2030 by the Seventy-second World Health
Assembly. Then in 2021, the Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly endorsed updates to

the action plan, including updates to the plan’s options for implementation and indicators.
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New WHO Global Air Quality Guidelines aim to save millions of
lives from air pollution

New WHO Global Air Quality Guidelines (AQGs) provide clear evidence of the damage air
pollution inflicts on human health, at even lower concentrations than previously understood.
The guidelines recommend new air quality levels to protect the health of populations, by

reducing levels of key air pollutants, some of which also contribute to climate change.
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New WHO Global Air Quality Guidelines aim to save millions of
lives from air pollution

GO VIRAL! helps protect you against COVID-19 misinformation. You’ll learn about some of
the most common ways false and misleading information about the virus are spread.
Understanding these tricks allows you to resist them the next time you come across them
online. Scientists who worked with us on the development of GO VIRAL! found that playing

the game significantly improves people’s ability to spot misinformation about COVID-19..
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New coalitions announced at the UN Food Systems Summit to
increase access to healthy diets from sustainable food systems

Every year unhealthy diets cause 11 million deaths and a further 420 000 people die from
consuming unsafe foods. Currently, 3 billion people cannot afford a healthy diet and
unhealthy diets are related to 6 of the top 10 risk factors for the global burden of disease. Our
food systems are making us sick. The covid-19 pandemic had a strong negative impact on
food security and nutrition. For example, 370 million children lost access to school meals and

it is estimated that additional 118 million people might have become food insecure.
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New coalitions announced at the UN Food Systems Summit to
increase access to healthy diets from sustainable food systems

Every nine minutes, someone in low- and middle-income countries dies from rabies, even
though this disease is entirely preventable. Following the theme of World Rabies Day 2021,
“Rabies: Facts, not Fear”, WHO - in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture
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Organization (FAO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health, under the partnership
created by the United Against Rabies Forum — launched on OpenWHO.org a free, online
course on how we can prevent this zoonotic disease in humans and control it in dogs and

other animals.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/24-09-2021-neglected-tropical-
diseases-2020-preventive-chemotherapy-treatment-coverage-
declines-due-to-covid-19-disruptions

Data compiled by the World Health Organization (WHO) indicate the severity of disruptions
caused to the delivery of health services for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), with fewer
people treated during large-scale treatment campaigns, as compared with more than one

billion annually since 2015.
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ACT Accelerator partnership welcomes leadership and commitments
at US COVID Summit to ending COVID-19 pandemic through
equitable access to tests, treatments, and vaccines
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Global leaders attending the US-hosted Global COVID-19 Summit on 22 September re-
affirmed their commitment to ending the acute phase of the pandemic, and the goals of the
ACT-Accelerator, by agreeing targets to provide equitable access to COVID-19 tests,

treatments, and vaccines.
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On new recommendation for treatment of COVID-19 patients: WHO
calls for equitable access to casirivimab and imdevimab for COVID-
19

The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes the addition of another therapeutic to the
world’s arsenal against COVID-19, but urges producing companies and governments to
address the high price and limited production of the Regeneron antibody combination and

ensure safe and appropriate handling of the medicine.
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New storybook to help children stay hopeful during COVID-19

A new book published today aims to help children stay hopeful and positive during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The story is a sequel to ‘My Hero is You: how kids can fight COVID-
19", published in April 2020.

Both books have been released by a collaboration of 60 organizations working in the
humanitarian sector, including the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies and the MHPSS Collaborative for Children & Families in
Adversity.
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WHO Academy Groundbreaking Ceremony Expanding Access to
Critical Learning

Emmanuel Macron, President of the French Republic, and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director-General, today broke ground for the WHO Academy’s campus in the French
city of Lyon.
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All Principals video to mark two yvear anniversary of the launch of the
SDG3 Global Action Plan

To mark the two year anniversary since the launch of the SDG3 GAP, this video brings
together the Principals of the 13 signatory agencies to the SDG3 GAP to explain how the
agencies are working together to support countries toward an equitable and resilient recovery

from COVID-19, what has been achieved so far and what needs to be done next.
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WHO and partners call for urgent action on meningitis

Today, the World Health Organization (WHO) and partners launched the first ever global
strategy to defeat meningitis - a debilitating disease that kills hundreds of thousands of

people each year.

By 2030, the goals are to eliminate epidemics of bacterial meningitis — the most deadly form
of the disease — and to reduce deaths by 70% and halve the number of cases. The
organizations estimate that in total, the strategy could save more than 200,000 lives annually
and significantly reduce disability caused by the disease.
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