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WHO releases 10-vear strategy for genomic surveillance of pathogens

WHO is releasing a strategy to strengthen and scale up genomic surveillance around the world.

Historically, few countries have routinely done genomic surveillance in-country, a technology
considered complicated and expensive. But COVID-19 changed that.

Genomic surveillance is the process of constantly monitoring pathogens and analyzing their
genetic similarities and differences. It helps researchers, epidemiologists and public health
officials to monitor the evolution of infectious diseases agents, alert on the spread of pathogens,

and develop counter measures like vaccines.
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WHO urges quality care for women and newborns in critical first weeks
after childbirth

The World Health Organization (WHO) today launched its first ever global guidelines to

support women and newborns in the postnatal period — the first six weeks after birth. This is a

critical time for ensuring newborn and maternal survival and for supporting healthy
development of the baby as well as the mother’s overall mental and physical recovery and

wellbeing.
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press
conference — 30 March 2022

Periodic spikes in cases and deaths may occur as immunity wanes, which may require periodic
boosting for vulnerable populations.

In the best-case scenario, we may see less severe variants emerge, and boosters or new
formulations of vaccines won’t be necessary.

In the worst-case scenario, a more virulent and highly transmissible variant emerges. Against
this new threat, people’s protection against severe disease and death, either from prior
vaccination or infection, will wane rapidly.
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Parliaments promote women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health in the
time of COVID-19

Parliamentarians chose to shine a bright light on the importance of health equity at the opening
day of the recent 144t Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary (IPU), with a particular focus on the
promotion of women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health.

Some 110 national parliaments gathered in Nusa Dua, Indonesia, where a frank discussion took
place at the 33rd session of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians about the impact of COVID-
19 on health, including on sexual and reproductive health and rights.
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WHO’s training for caregivers of children with autism goes online

In the lead-up to World Autism Awareness Day on 2 April, WHO is releasing an online version of
its training programme for caregivers of children with developmental delays or disabilities,
including autism. The programme, which has already been piloted in face-to-face format in more
than 30 countries, such as Brazil, India, Italy and Kenya, teaches parents and other caregivers
day-to-day skills that help boost the well-being and development of children with autism and
other developmental disabilities.

BEAERONEERT L —Z2J&A> S 24L


https://www.who.int/news/item/01-04-2022-parliaments-promote-women-s-children-s-and-adolescents-health-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-04-2022-parliaments-promote-women-s-children-s-and-adolescents-health-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://www.ipu.org/event/144th-assembly-and-related-meetings
https://www.ipu.org/about-ipu/structure-and-governance/governing-council/forum-women-parliamentarians
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2022-who-s-training-for-caregivers-of-children-with-autism-goes-online
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WHO Guidelines for malaria

The WHO Guidelines for malariabring together the Organization’s most up-to-date
recommendations for malaria in one user-friendly and easy-to-navigate online platform.
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Billions of people still breathe unhealthy air: new WHO data

Almost the entire global population (99%) breathes air that exceeds WHO air quality limits, and
threatens their health. A record number of over 6000 cities in 117 countries are now monitoring
air quality, but the people living in them are still breathing unhealthy levels of fine particulate
matter and nitrogen dioxide, with people in low and middle-income countries suffering the
highest exposures.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/guidelines-for-malaria
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/5701
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2022-billions-of-people-still-breathe-unhealthy-air-new-who-data
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Health and the environment

It’s time we take more responsibility for how our actions exacerbate human health and
environmental problems! On World Health Day 2022 Viber supports WHO to focus global
attention on urgent actions needed to keep humans and the planet healthy through the “Our
planet, our health” campaign. The new WHO Health for Life sticker pack released today on Viber
Sticker Market highlights sustainable living, self-care, water intake, healthy eating habits and
more.

X Viber, #FFR@ET—F v >/R—>T WHO Z352i&

Awt—>2 07TV Viber (& T AR EMBROBRZH#IF T DICHICHERBERDT IS 3>
(CHFROFEREDH DS, HREFEST— [Our planet, our health F+>R—>] [CHNT
WHO ZxZEUE Y,

Viber Sticker Market TU L —X &Nz LLY WHO Health for Life XFwvHh—/\wo (BHT=
B5ORRPF Y FIE—ZERITOIXFTYH—DLIRERRBEEREC U TEDETZHIL -
W—)L) (& FEROJEEREE. WILT 77, KOER., BRENOGEZEREICERZETIEEDT
ER

Viber (& WHO &1L, BHDTSY R I A —AT. BHNTHOHMNDYOTVWSETRIEZRET
BCEDEENETNIIIZEORANRMEREDTILE—A I (CEDK D ICBMRL TLBIMIC
DNWT, I—H—"\DOHEEEZZIELUET.

20224 A TH
Launch of the Global Arbovirus Initiative

Arthropod-Borne viruses (Arboviruses) such as Dengue, Yellow fever, Chikungunya and Zika
viruses are all current public health threats in tropical and sub-tropical areas where


https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2022-health-and-the-environment
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2022
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https://market-orig.viber.com/stickers/stickers.460800
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/03/31/default-calendar/global-arbovirus-initiative

approximately 3.9 billion people live. The frequency and magnitude of outbreaks of these
arboviruses, particularly those transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes, are increasing globally, fueled
by the convergence of ecologic, economic, and social factors.

The Global Arbovirus Initiative is an integrated strategic plan to tackle emerging and re-
emerging arboviruses with epidemic and pandemic potential focusing on monitoring risk,
pandemic prevention, preparedness, detection and response, and building a coalition of partners.
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World Chagas Disease Day 2022

In 2022 we are shining a spotlight on Chagas disease, the suffering it causes and are calling

for equitable access to health care and services for everyone affected by the disease. The
theme for 2022 is finding and reporting every case to defeat chagas disease. In many countries,
there are low detection rates (<10%, frequently <1%) and frequent barriers to access adequate
healthcare.
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https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-chagas-disease-day
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WHO announces updates on new TB antigen-based skin tests for the
diagnosis of TB infection

Tuberculosis antigen-based skin tests (TBST), a new class of tests to diagnose TB infection,
have been evaluated by the World Health Organization (WHO) and are found to be accurate,
acceptable, feasible and cost-effective. These tests represent an alternative to tuberculin skin
test (TST) and Interferon-Gamma Release Assays (IGRAs).

WHO estimates that over a quarter of the world’s population has TB infection. Testing for TB
infection increases the probability that individuals at higher risk benefit from preventive
treatment. TBST use Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex specific antigens and represent a

significant advancement to T'ST which has been used for over half a century.

WHO : &2 DIzHDF UWEZINREZBWERET A MY
DEMIFHRERER

WHO (&, t#FRAOD 4 5D 1 BULEAFEK(ICRRELUTVD EHELTVEY . BROKREZT
BT LT YRIDEWARTFHAISEERZRITSNDRIEMENEED T,
ERTURZRAWCRET A N (TBST) (& Bz ZIT DIEHDHUWNISADT AN TSH
D, WHO [CXoTiHlicN., [EFEMS. 3FEME. EITaEE. BRMMRENGD I EMGIRENT
(AE SN

INSDRE(F. YNIVIIZDRIGHRE (TST) P25 —-Jx0> - HOVREBEZE (IGRA)
(CRNDBEDTY,

SEIDIERE. 2022 FEF(CFESNTLND WHO HA RSA > DOEFR(CHKIIE [EEOEKT
OJ S APZDOMOBEFRE CCNSOFHLLEIEZEASE. BL )L TORIRREIT EFHEZ RIEE
(CFBEH] [CRRS=NF UL,

202244 H 11 B

Primary health care: health systems, communities and the planet

Our planet and our health are inextricably interlinked. The air we breathe, the food we eat, the
resources that we consume for livelihoods, shelter, healing and recreation all determine our
quality of life and well-being.
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WHO urges accelerated action to protect human health and combat the
climate crisis at a time of heightened conflict and fragility

On this World Health Day (April 7, 2022), WHO is issuing an urgent call for accelerated action
by leaders and all people to preserve and protect health and mitigate the climate crisis as part
of an “Our planet, our health” campaign marking the organization’s founding day, which falls at
a time of heightened conflict and fragility.
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T ROXEBRERE. [UROBHEIIEROBHK T, HEKZRIEL TLSFFSNIRWTROR]
fld. ARZERIRLTVWET, HAMEBRBADKENSIREAIL. DITILE—1>JCER
EHTCIERBELHSEBIBRL. MERORRCIKT I DAL DRERET DO ([CEEHIIFRRN
WHETT | EBNTVET,

Tax—7 - DDILE—A>IJFE(G. MEROBRZHRET D LR, RESSIEROH
RDIZHICAFIMER EHSHIRRZENR T DEHIC, EOXDIRHANIZY bAS MIRET
HINEARLTNET,

WHO (& MEFRRET— ] Fr>R-—>Z@BC T, BUF. il B mERIECHL. k& AR
DRERETDIZH(CIT O TVBITEIZEHE T DR IFUMNITNET,

202244 A 12 H

WHO records 100th attack on health care in Ukraine

A grim milestone has been crossed today in the war in Ukraine — more than 100 attacks on health
care verified by WHO since the start of the war on 24 February. The attacks so far have claimed
73 lives and injured 51.
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Open to all, anvtime, anywhere: Free online courses bring vaccine
knowledge to the global community

Empowering health workers, decision-makers and the public with trusted knowledge about
Immunization is critical to protecting people from vaccine-preventable diseases. Health
professionals need this knowledge to safely and effectively administer vaccines, leaders rely on
it to inform health policy, and individuals depend on it to make decisions about their own
health and the health of their families.

That is why the World Health Organization has developed a suite of online courses addressing
key vaccination topics on its free learning platform OpenWHO.org. Courses are available in
national and local languages and can be taken at each learner’s own pace, all at once or across
several sittings, to enable access for as many people as possible.
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Strategic framework for collaboration on antimicrobial resistance

Building on the momentum of increased collaboration, the WHO, FAO, OIE and UNEP have
developed a Strategic Framework for collaboration on antimicrobial resistance (AMR). This
Framework reflects the joint work of the four organizations to advance a One Health response
to AMR at the global, regional and country level. It broadly supports the implementation of the
five pillars of the Global Action Plan on AMR, as well as strengthening global AMR

governance.
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Conflict, climate crisis and COVID: world needs “Peace for Health and
Health for Peace"

To mark World Health Day on 7 April, the Director-General of the World Health Organization,
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, lays out a bold new initiative that highlights the need to

promote peace and health in order to protect the planet and its people..
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Over two-thirds of Africans exposed to virus which causes COVID-19:
WHO study

Up to 65% of Africans have been infected by SARS-CoV-2, the virus which causes COVID-19, a
World Health Organization (WHO) analysis finds. The study finds that true infections on the
continent were 97 times larger than reported confirmed cases.
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New frontiers in vector control

Several new innovations aim to close gaps in anti-malaria efforts by targeting the mosquitoes
that spread the disease.
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WHO, Ghana and Norway agree to accelerate actions to save lives in
first International Strategic Dialogue on Noncommunicable Diseases
and the Sustainable Development Goals

WHO welcomes the establishment of a new Heads of State and Government Group to
accelerate progress towards the SDG target for noncommunicable diseases _— a one-third
reduction in “premature” deaths from diseases like diabetes, cancer, heart and lung disease and
the promotion of mental health and well-being.

The decision was taken at the inaugural International Strategic Dialogue on Noncommunicable
Diseases (NCDs) and the Sustainable Development Goals, held today in Accra, Ghana, where a
new Global Compact on NCDs was launched. The dialogue was co-hosted by WHO, together

with the Governments of Ghana and Norway.
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Statement on the eleventh meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic
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The eleventh meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General
under the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) regarding the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic took place on Monday 11 April 2022 from 12:00 to 16:30 Geneva time
(CEST).
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Health system performance assessment

Health policy-making and reform require, first and foremost, a sound understanding of how a
health system is performing. To assist countries in this process, the Health Systems
Performance Assessment Framework for Universal Health Coverage offers a comprehensive
attempt at guiding the collection and analysis of health system data in relation to policy goals

and 21st century challenges.
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The Global Diabetes Compact: a promising first vear

One year ago today, WHO, together with the Government of Canada, launched the Global
Diabetes Compact — an ambitious new initiative to galvanize efforts around the world to both

reduce the risk of diabetes, and ensure that all people diagnosed with diabetes have access to

equitable, comprehensive, affordable and quality treatment and care.
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INSPIRE: seven strategies for ending violence against children: uptake
between 2016 and 2021
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Ethics and medical radiological imaging: a policy brief for health-care
providers

Ethics is an essential component of radiation protection in medicine, but this has not always
been recognized by the various stakeholders involved. Medical imaging is universally accepted
as an essential tool in health care. Yet, unlike most of medicine, its patient safety practices draw
on the system of radiation protection, as opposed to that provided by medical ethics.
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WHO QualityRights e-training on mental health

WHO’s QualityRights initiative aims to improve the quality of care in mental health and
related services and to promote the rights of people with psychosocial, intellectual and
cognitive disabilities.


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240047785
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240047785
https://www.who.int/teams/mental-health-and-substance-use/policy-law-rights/qr-e-training
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Delivering on the G20 Leaders commitment to build an equitable and
effective Financial Intermediary Fund (FIF) for Pandemic
Preparedness and Response (PPR)

As G20 Heads of Government and Finance Ministers have said recently, health financing is a
long-term investment, not an expenditure.

To address the complex and sustained challenges of pandemic preparedness and response
(PPR), donors should commit to a multiannual program of funding, at least for an initial five-
year period.

Multi-year funding will enable the Financial Intermediary Fund (FIF) to focus on building core
areas of programming, without constantly worrying about replenishment, particularly as it
gets off the ground.

Donor countries, with no multi-year budgetary mechanisms, should commit long-term

contribution schemes through other existing legal frameworks.
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the ground-breaking
ceremony for the WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine — 19
April 2022

I'm grateful to Prime Minister Modi and to the Government of India for their leadership in
supporting this important initiative, and the investment of US$ 250 million to establish the
Centre with an interim office, new location and building, and a 10-year commitment for operating
costs.
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New guidelines from WHO recommend a simpler, safer treatment for
cryptococcal disease in people living with HIV

Cryptococcal disease is one of the most important opportunistic infections among people living
with advanced HIV disease and is a major contributor to illness, disability and mortality,
particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.

New guidelines developed by WHO strongly recommend a single high dose of liposomal
amphotericin B as part of the preferred induction regimen for the treatment of cryptococcal

meningitis in people living with HIV.
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World Immunization Week 2022

World Immunization Week, celebrated in the last week of April, aims to highlight the collective
action needed and to promote the use of vaccines to protect people of all ages against disease.
WHO works with countries across the globe to raise awareness of the value of vaccines and
immunization and ensures that governments obtain the necessary guidance and technical
support to implement high-quality immunization programmes. The ultimate goal of World
Immunization Week is for more people — and their communities — to be protected from vaccine-
preventable diseases.

2022 FitJ{FHp5iEfERRB : Long Life for All

4 B 24 BH5 30 BICH\ T ThfESN SR FREERRID 2022 07— [Long Life for
Alll (& TDOF>OEMNTTEZEVNMNT. BITDAZTD. BRCTREST I DI ENTREICR
B EWIEBRDEE. ARDLZEVEDICTDCEZBNELTNET,

WHO FEFREEEH DL, DOF > EFHHEROMIEICKH I 258z, KRERFNEDSF
FHIEET OO S A EMT DI (CRBEIZNAF 2 X EKMNBEESND L DB DHEATLY
S

HAFHIEFEEEORRBEZRE. KDZELDOAL. EUTEDOZ 257040 DUF2TTFHE
FEIMRR/NSTOND CETY, WRFHEEARME. WHO Z(2Us. Gavi-DoF> 7517
SR AZET BIL & AU - SAVEERE, EFRSFY/ (- M —CLo>TXRABNT
AE S

* Gavi-DUOF TP SATORAICEAUTIE. UTFOEMRBERERTFAT HP Z &< 2E0\,
https://www.niid.go.jp/niid/ja/vaccine-j/1685-idsc/iasr-out/7146-445f01.html

202284 H 21 H
World Malaria Day 2022

World Malaria Day 2022 will be marked under the theme “Harness innovation to reduce the
malaria disease burden and save lives.” No single tool that is available today will solve the
problem of malaria. WHO is calling for investments and innovation that bring new vector
control approaches, diagnostics, antimalarial medicines and other tools to speed the pace of
progress against malaria.
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WHO recommends highly successful COVID-19 therapy and calls for
wide geographical distribution and transparency from originator

Today, WHO made a strong recommendation for nirmatrelvir and ritonavir, sold under the
name Paxlovid, for mild and moderate COVID-19 patients at highest risk of hospital admission,
calling it the best therapeutic choice for high-risk patients to date. However, availability, lack of
price transparency in bilateral deals made by the producer, and the need for prompt and
accurate testing before administering it, are turning this life-saving medicine into a major

challenge for low- and middle-income countries.
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Over 1 million African children protected by first malaria vaccine

As World Malaria Day approaches, more than 1 million children in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi
have received one or more doses of the world’s first malaria vaccine, thanks to a pilot
programme coordinated by WHO. The malaria vaccine pilots, first launched by the Government
of Malawi in April 2019, have shown that the RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) vaccine is safe and feasible

to deliver, and that it substantially reduces deadly severe malaria.

100 BAMUEDF IUNDFEEESENDISUFIIF > TRE

WHO @/{rOw hTOJSAICKD, A—F =7, IZDAT 100 EAUEDFEERLEN
HFRHIDYS VT IIOF2 0S5 1 B ERITTNET,

2019%F 4RI SUABINEAICHAIE LS U7 D0F > 0)\10Oy b TOT S AR RTS,S
/ ASO1 (RTS,S) DUF> (RTS,S (F. REDISTY - AZRITSA HASHMNERLEY
SUTPIOFTHD. HRNICKREBEENENVGTH/I\STIUATRITUTVDIBBEEIS
D 7V [RBROBEPHEHC—EDRNHDEDTT, ) "EETIRHOIEETH D, B EENYS
U7 ZRBICHS I CENTEDZLZRUEF LR,

INSDOHR(F. 2021 F 10 A, XSUTORENFIEENSEVRIBICAEDF EBILEDORT
RTS,S DIERZILAT DL D WHO h'#hE I EENREFHZEDFELIZ, WHO (. CDTIF
HELKERINE, BESS(IC 4 HANS 8 BADTZ I JANDFEETZEDa0ZERD ZEMNT
SDEHELTVET,

DOF2TSAT2AD Gavi 5. B/I\SLEDT7 T UND Gavi B&E (CHITDYS 7D IF
DB, E. BXZEZIETDHIC, 1 {8 5500 KRV EMERENTLET. I35
TICELDFEBDRAEITCZRS I TZHDIIZ/AFEEUTRTS,S ZERAITDIMNEDH FeL
DED (AT DINZIRFT I DECH LT, WHO DHA S IR N TNET,
FROXBHBRREE [TODIOF (. ERDIRFNRTL—I)L—TR@R<. 7IUHEED
FKIERDANEZZERDEDTYI, ZDITIFUE BFEEA IR VIMERICEES I HZKL
ITDEDTY, zfll). YSUTDIRWER(CHEIFTZANEZR I 2HC. KDZDEBNIZFE
ZRFETDENBIHETYT | EBRTNET,

202244 H 26 B

Toolkit for developing a multisectoral action plan for noncommunicable
diseases: overview

This toolkit is a "how to" guide for developing, implementing and evaluating a multisectoral
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action plan for prevention and control of NCDs. It is targeted at policy-makers, planners and
programme managers, and is intended to help countries, provinces and cities meet the
requirements for achieving global and national NCD targets and the Sustainable Development
Goals. The toolkit takes the user through a series of actions related to the development of a
multisectoral action plan ("MSAP development actions"), and provides forms and a template

framework for users to complete as they undertake these actions.
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WHO announces winners of inaugural Western Pacific Innovation
Challenge

More than 400 public health innovators submitted entries for the first World Health
Organization (WHO) Western Pacific Innovation Challenge: Innovation for the Future of Public

Health. The Innovation Challenge aimed to identify solutions to better the health and well-
being of people in the Region which includes 37 countries and areas across Asia and the

Pacific.
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Integrated care for older people: WHO launches new report of findings
from the ICOPE implementation pilot programme

Rapid population ageing requires a transformation of health and social care systems to enable
the delivery of integrated and person-centred care that responds to older people’s health and
care needs, goals, and preferences.

To support this transformation, WHO developed the integrated care for older people (ICOPE)
approach and a three-phase implementation pilot programme with the aim of supporting
Member States to adapt to the provision of integrated care.

Today, WHO launches a report detailing the findings of the first ‘ready’ phase of this pilot
programme. This phase aimed to evaluate readiness and feasibility to implement the ICOPE
approach. The report summarizes the findings from the implementation experiences across
nominated Member States, including enablers, barriers, and strengths for the implementation
of the ICOPE approach, and learning on the preparation and adaptation needed to implement
ICOPE.
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WASH FIT: A practical guide for improving quality of care through
water, sanitation and hygiene in health care facilities. Second edition

WASH FIT is a risk-based, quality improvement tool for health care facilities, covering key
aspects of WASH services: water; sanitation; hand hygiene; environmental cleaning; health
care waste management; and selected aspects of energy, building and facility management.
The first edition of WASH FIT was published in 2018 and as of 2022 is in use in over 40
countries. This second edition responds to member state and user requests for more guidance
and information on incorporating climate and environment and gender and equity
considerations throughout each of the 5 WASH FIT steps as well as a greater focus on

sustainable, implementation and engagement with health actors.
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The ACT-Accelerator: Two years of impact

The two-year impact report for the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator details impact,
case studies and timelines of key milestones for the Diagnostics, Therapeutics and Vaccines
pillars, as well as the Health Systems and Response Connector.
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Donors making a difference: Funding a range of lifesaving
immunizations for people of all ages

Contributions from donors are allowing WHO to help countries acquire and deliver vaccines to
protect their populations from polio, cervical cancer, malaria, cholera, measles, COVID-19,

typhoid and other dangerous but preventable diseases.

To mark World Immunization Week, we offer stories about the piloting of the world’s first
malaria vaccine, campaigns to immunize populations against polio, cervical cancer and
hepatitis B, and about ECHO-funded projects to help African countries catch up on COVID-19

vaccinations.
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