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Joint statement by UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell and
WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on the occasion
of World Breastfeeding Week

As global crises continue to threaten the health and nutrition of millions of babies and children,
the vital importance of breastfeeding as the best possible start in life is more critical than ever.
This World Breastfeeding Week, under its theme Step up for breastfeeding: Educate and Support,
UNICEF and WHO are calling on governments to allocate increased resources to protect, promote
and support breastfeeding policies and programmes, especially for the most vulnerable families

living in emergency settings.
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70 yvears of GISRS, decades of collaboration

On the 70th anniversary of the Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System (GISRS),
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industry acknowledges a long-standing collaboration for improved influenza preparedness.
Vaccines are the best way of protecting the most vulnerable against influenza. Every year,
vaccine manufacturers have around just six months to make seasonal influenza vaccines
available for each hemisphere. Each season, they rely on their close relationship with GISRS to

access robust and timely information so that vaccines can be ready on time.
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WHO publishes new guidelines on HIV, hepatitis and STIs for key
populations

Today, WHO published new Consolidated guidelines on HIV, viral hepatitis and STI prevention,

diagnosis, treatment and care for key populations. The guidelines are officially launched at the

AIDS 2022 Conference in Montreal, Canada, in a satellite session entitled: Launching new WHO

guidelines for key populations: Focus for impact.

The guidelines outline a public health response to HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted

infections (STIs) for 5 key populations (men who have sex with men, trans and gender diverse

people, sex workers, people who inject drugs and people in prisons and other closed settings). .
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WHO applauds agreement to scale-up generic manufacturing for access
to long-acting injectable antiretrovirals

WHO welcomes the announcement of a new voluntary licensing agreement for patents relating to
long acting-cabotegravir (CAB-LA) between ViiV Healthcare and the Medicine Patent Pool. This
agreement will give selected generic manufacturers the opportunity to develop, manufacture and
supply generic versions of CAB-LA in 90 low- and middle-income countries, subject to required
regulatory approvals. This is a critical step to support long-term access in the least developed,
low-income and lower middle-income countries around the world, including countries in sub-

Saharan African..
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New global alliance launched to end AIDS in children by 2030

Globally, only half (52%) of children living with HIV are on life-saving treatment. UNAIDS,
UNICEF, and WHO have brought together a new alliance to fix one of the most glaring
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disparities in the AIDS response.
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World Patient Safety Day 2022

Medications are the most widely utilized interventions in health care, and medication-related
harm constitutes the greatest proportion of the total preventable harm due to unsafe care, let
alone the economic and psychological burden imposed by such harm. Acknowledging this
substantial burden and recognizing the complexity of medication-related harm prevention and
reduction, the theme of World Patient Safety Day 2022 is “Medication Safety”.
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World Health Summit 2022

The World Health Organization looks forward to co-organizing this year’s World Health Summit
(WHS), 16-18 October in Berlin, Germany.

The 2022 World Health Summit aims to stimulate innovative approaches to health challenges
worldwide; reaffirm the position of global health as a key political issue, foster health and well-
being of all, and strengthen the international exchange of information

The WHS 2022 will create synergies and combine forces by engaging all relevant global health

leaders and stakeholders from all sectors in all regions of the world.
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Global guidance on criteria and processes for validation: elimination of
mother-to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B virus

Validation of elimination of mother-to-child transmission, or vertical transmission, of HIV,
syphilis and hepatitis B virus (HBV), is an attestation that a country has successfully met
standard criteria for elimination, or for being at 1 of the 3 levels of achievement on the ‘Path to
Elimination’ while delivering quality services for women, girls and their children, through the
life-course, respecting human rights and ensuring gender equality and community engagement.
This document, the third version, adds on EMTCT of hepatitis B virus (HBV), bringing together a
package of interventions and metrics to support integrated management and monitoring of

vertical transmission across a wide range of epidemiological and programmatic contexts.
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International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples

There are an estimated 476 million indigenous peoples in the world living across 90 countries.
They make up less than 5 per cent of the world's population, but account for 15 per cent of the
poorest. They speak an overwhelming majority of the world’s estimated 7,000 languages and
represent 5,000 different cultures.

Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of unique cultures and ways of relating to
people and the environment. Indigenous peoples’ conceptualization of health and well-being is
generally broader and more holistic, with health frequently viewed as both an individual and a
collective right, strongly determined by community, land and the natural environment. Article
24 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples recognizes the right of
indigenous peoples to their traditional medicines, to maintain their health practices and to access

social and health services without discrimination.
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Preventing injuries and violence: an overview

This brief advocacy document highlights the burden, risks and prevention of injuries and
violence, which took the lives of 4.4 million people in 2019 and constitute 8% of all deaths. Among
the injury-related causes of death include road traffic crashes, drowning, falls, burns, poisoning
and violence against oneself or others. For people age 5-29 years, three of the top five causes of
death are injury-related, including road traffic injuries, homicide, and suicide.
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Launch of first WHO position paper on optimizing brain health across
life

The new WHO position paper launched on 9 August 2022 presents a framework for

understanding brain health and the importance of brain health optimization for all. Brain health
can be defined as the state of brain functioning across cognitive, sensory, social-emotional,
behavioral and motor domains, allowing a person to realize their full potential over their life

course, irrespective of the presence or absence of disorders.
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WHO releases updated guidance on national strategic planning for
tuberculosis

The World Health Organization (WHO) is releasing new guidance to support national strategic
planning for the tuberculosis (TB) response. The guidance encourages the use of a people-centeric
focus in the development of national TB strategic plan (NSP). It highlights the importance of
government stewardship and ownership, promotes alignment with national health strategy and
other health programmes, emphasizes multi stakeholder and multi-sectoral engagement as one of

the key steps for multisectoral accountability for TB.
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Intergenerational Solidarity and adolescent wellbeing

Ageism is an insidious and often an unaddressed issue in health, human rights, and
development, and has bearings on both older and younger populations around the world.

For young people, ageism can mean that their voices are ignored. Even when asked to provide
inputs to policies, programmes and projects that affect them, young people’s opinions are often

not taken seriously. This is particularly true when it comes to adolescents’ sexual and

reproductive health, because of persistent denial of adolescents as sexual beings.
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Now 7 million enrolments strong: Join the OpenWHO.org learning
community

The World Health Organization is celebrating a new milestone in online learning: 7 million
enrolments in OpenWHO.org’s free public health courses!

The record-setting participation comes as health emergencies continue to affect communities
across the globe, generating demand for trusted and accessible public health knowledge.
OpenWHO course enrolments have surged more than 4000% percent in just over 2.5 years,
increasing from 160 000 in January 2020 to 7 million in August 2022.
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World Humanitarian Day 2022

On 19 August 2003, a bomb attack on the Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, killed 22 humanitarian
aid workers, including the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Sergio
Vieira de Mello. Five years later, the General Assembly adopted a resolution designating 19
August as World Humanitarian Day (WHD).

Each year, WHD focuses on a theme, bringing together partners from across the humanitarian
system to advocate for the survival, well-being and dignity of people affected by crises, and for the
safety and security of aid workers.

This year, for WHD, we show the importance, effectiveness and positive impact of humanitarian
work.

HHRANET—


https://www.who.int/news/item/11-08-2022-now-7-million-enrolments-strong--join-the-openwho.org-learning-community
https://www.who.int/news/item/11-08-2022-now-7-million-enrolments-strong--join-the-openwho.org-learning-community
https://openwho.org/
https://www.worldhumanitarianday.org/
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Alliance for Transformative Action on Climate and Health

The Alliance for Transformative Action on Climate and Health (ATACH; “the Alliance”) works to
realize the ambition set at COP26 to build climate resilient and sustainable health systems,

using the collective power of WHO Member States (“Member States”) and other stakeholders to
drive this agenda forward at pace and scale; and promote the integration of climate change and

health nexus into respective national, regional and global plans.
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WHO makes new recommendations for Ebola treatments, calls for
improved access

The World Health Organization (WHO) has published its first guideline for Ebola virus disease
therapeutics, with new strong recommendations for the use of two monoclonal antibodies. WHO
calls on the global community to increase access to these lifesaving medicines.

Ebola is a severe and too often fatal illness caused by the Ebola virus. Previous Ebola outbreaks


https://www.who.int/news/item/18-08-2022-alliance-for-transformative-action-on-climate-and-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-08-2022-who-makes-new-recommendations-for-ebola-treatments-----calls-for-improved-access
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-08-2022-who-makes-new-recommendations-for-ebola-treatments-----calls-for-improved-access

and responses have shown that early diagnosis and treatment with optimized supportive care —
with fluid and electrolyte repletion and treatment of symptoms—significantly improve survival.
Now, following a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomized clinical trials of
therapeutics for the disease, WHO has made strong recommendations for two monoclonal
antibody treatments: mAb114 (Ansuvimab; Ebanga) and REGN-EB3 (Inmazeb).
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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) and WHO

OCHA and WHO work side by side to deliver rapid, life-saving humanitarian assistance to those
in need, whenever and wherever disease outbreaks strike, in response to natural disasters, and

during complex crises.
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https://www.who.int/about/funding/contributors/ocha-and-who
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the 72nd session of the
Regional Committee for Africa — 22 August 2022

Last week marked the beginning of my second term as Director-General. I started my second
term last Tuesday, that's August 16th.
I deeply appreciate the trust and support of African Member States during my re-election.

I can think of no better place to begin my second term than at home, here in Africa, Lomé, Togo.

£ 72 A7 I ULHMSESRFE (DG HRIKE)
8 72 EFIUNMEEERICHITET ROXEEBEOHAKEOESFUTOED T,

« 8R16ANMSEH/RELTD 2 HENRSY—H

o DUFZTFUOTRADAFEEZCEHNST, Otk COVID-19 DFBREHDITENNRIE
IKE(CHDZ EFEF UL

e WHO (FIRTOMEECH U TERREED 100 % & 60 A LDFHD 100 % DT
FUEEZENR T DL OS5I EMEEFIT Do

o FVIJUNMIETIE 1,100 BFADINENDOF 2 RIEEBFZ(HEBERRDF T LIEDTLY
D

o 2 FRHl. COMIBCEFEFERRUADAILADIRIENES =N, 2D 1 F/HT. 2 D
DOMEENS 6 HOTFERRIADRENHD. 16 HENS(E 500 HUALEDTIFH
FRUADIREN B Dz,

o BIVEDTTUNNSDRPE FSERESNZREFDSIENITN 1 % .

o [ABEDABDODALZPHIEHCERUTWD IUNDRATES CTLDRE - ABEBHEZR<

o« 5 DOERFEH ; BROMRE - BROREM - BRZTD - BRZM(ETD + TENI
EERICIHICIESNIE X DIENIE WHO Z1BEI DT &,

202248 H 24 H

China’s vaccine regulator reaches new WHO rank to ensure safety,
quality & effectiveness

The World Health Organization (WHO) today ranked China’s vaccine regulatory system at a
functional level of maturity according to WHO’s global classification system for national medical

products regulatory authorities.
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https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-72nd-session-of-the-Regional-Committee-for-Africa%E2%80%9322-August-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-72nd-session-of-the-Regional-Committee-for-Africa%E2%80%9322-August-2022
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-2022-china-s-vaccine-regulator-reaches-new-who-rank-to-ensure-safety--quality---effectiveness
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-2022-china-s-vaccine-regulator-reaches-new-who-rank-to-ensure-safety--quality---effectiveness
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WHO Director-General congratulates Togo on becoming first country to
eliminate four neglected tropical diseases

WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, today extended his congratulations to
the Republic of Togo, as it was confirmed that the West African country had become the first
country to eliminate four devastating neglected tropical diseases.
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Donors making a difference in South-East Asia and the Western Pacific

Contributions to WHO have helped Vanuatu become the first Pacific island country to eliminate a
disease that causes blindness, improve the safety of Mongolia’s food supply, and fight a deadly

liver disease in Viet Nam.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/donors-making-a-difference-in-south-east-asia-and-the-western-pacific
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Japan., A champion for health and well-being at all ages

Japan has long been a committed supporter of global health and a dynamic partner of WHO,
dedicated to making universal health coverage a reality in all countries and to leaving no one
behind. Japan’s contributions are being used to strengthen countries’ health systems and fight
the drug-resistant microbes that threaten to undermine the effectiveness of medicines, while
promoting good nutrition, healthy ageing and more.
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After six months of war, Ukraine’s life-saving health system prepares for

a challenging winter ahead

At the six-month mark of the war in Ukraine, the country’s badly affected but still-resilient
health system is taking stock of lessons learned in providing life-saving care with the support of

WHO and partners as it prepares for a challenging winter ahead.


https://www.who.int/about/funding/contributors/japan
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/24-08-2022-after-six-months-of-war--ukraine-s-life-saving-health-system-prepares-for-a-challenging-winter-ahead
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/24-08-2022-after-six-months-of-war--ukraine-s-life-saving-health-system-prepares-for-a-challenging-winter-ahead
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Parliamentarians: Resilient health systems and preparedness for future
emergencies critical to health security in Asia and the Pacific

Members of Parliament from 15 Asian and Pacific nations delivered a clear message:
strengthening pandemic preparedness and health system resilience for the future is critical to

keeping populations safe and supporting social and economic development in the region.
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WHO clinical consortium on healthy ageing 2021: report of consortium
meeting held virtually, 5-6 November 2021

The 2021 annual meeting of the World Health Organization (WHO) Clinical Consortium on
Healthy Ageing (CCHA) was the seventh gathering, held virtually this year, of an international
multidisciplinary group of clinical experts, academics, policy makers and civil societies drawn
from the full breadth of the field of ageing, to progress the work agreed by Member States under
the 2016 WHO Global strategy and action plan on ageing and health. Six panels of presentation

and discussion took place across two days (3 and 4 November):
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