WHO news February 2022

202242 A 2H

New global report on maintaining services for maternal, newborn,
child and adolescent health and older people during the COVID-19
pandemic: lessons learned from 19 countries

Since May 2020, WHO has supported 19 countries to raise the profile of and commitment to
maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health and ageing MNCAAH) through an Initiative
on mitigating the indirect impacts of COVID-19 on MNCAAH services. The goal was to ensure
that during the response to COVID-19, actions would be taken to mitigate indirect effects on
MNCAAH due to disruptions to service provision and use.

A recently published report covers findings from Phase I of the Initiative, from May 2020 to

February 2021. Section A of the report presents a synthesis of information across the 19
countries, including key mitigation strategies and lessons learned. Section B includes more
detailed individual country information, drawn directly from country TWG and national
consultant reports, country health information management system (HMIS) data, research
publications and surveys that describe the impact of COVID-19 on MNCAAH services.
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Tonnes of COVID-19 health care waste expose urgent need to improve
waste management systems

Tens of thousands of tonnes of extra medical waste from the response to the COVID-19
pandemic has put tremendous strain on health care waste management systems around the
world, threatening human and environmental health and exposing a dire need to improve

waste management practices, according to a new WHO report.


https://www.who.int/news/item/31-01-2022-new-global-report-on-maintaining-services-for-maternal-newborn-child-and-adolescent-health-and-older-people-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-lessons-learned-from-19-countries
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-01-2022-new-global-report-on-maintaining-services-for-maternal-newborn-child-and-adolescent-health-and-older-people-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-lessons-learned-from-19-countries
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-01-2022-new-global-report-on-maintaining-services-for-maternal-newborn-child-and-adolescent-health-and-older-people-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-lessons-learned-from-19-countries
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240040595
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-02-2022-tonnes-of-covid-19-health-care-waste-expose-urgent-need-to-improve-waste-management-systems
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-02-2022-tonnes-of-covid-19-health-care-waste-expose-urgent-need-to-improve-waste-management-systems

COVID-19 WL THARREREREY : EHS AT LAOWENTE

WHO (& COVID-19 /\>F X IOADMIETE Ul b DEREZEN, EREEEES
AT ACEBRBZEBZMNT. AERBEOBRZENLTNDEULT. REMEESEDORENR
HBCThHdTLEBSMILE L.

CDHEET(E 2020 £ 3 ANS 2021 F 11 ADOMICHESN. EEOHERIAZS7FI =B
CTREDZERX COVID-19 MILZEZIE T DIceH(CHEISNIZ 8 73 7000 > DIEABLE
8B (PPE) (CEDVWTGRELTWEY ., 1 8 4 FHEMULOREFY M RIS, 2600 b
COIFBFERREME 73 15 1 FUY NLOCZEEMHIRET DEIEEMEN B D, 80 FEIU
FOOOFMERPTIRG SN, SF5IER. & ZEBEEVWDSETHFID 14 5 4 FhooD
BEMNMFEELTNET. CNSEEYIC(E. COVID-19 DEmm & U THERTHRIEZESNIZE DO,
EVETOEBRANYAIDEL S (C—HEHBRMHIH T 3REEMIEZERB SN TLEEA.

20224 2H2H

Sleeping sickness: prioritizing case detection and treatment to achieve
elimination as public health problem

As cases of human African trypanosomiasis (also known as sleeping sickness) hit their lowest
levels in 2020, countries are being asked to maintain their efforts to end what was once the
cause of widespread misery.

Latest data show that only 663 human cases of sleeping sickness (gambiense form of the
disease) were reported in 2020, as compared with 992 in 2019. Active surveillance for
gambiense HAT was sustained and 2.8 million people were actively screened in 2019. In 2020,

and mainly due to COVID-19 restrictions, 1.6 million were screened.
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Crucial changes needed to protect workers’ health while teleworking
The World Health Organization and the International Labour Organization have called for

measures to be put in place to protect workers’ health while teleworking.

A new technical brief to healthy and safe teleworking, published by the two UN agencies,
outlines the health benefits and risks of teleworking and the changes needed to accommodate
the shift towards different forms of remote work arrangements brought on by the COVID-19

pandemic and the digital transformation of work.
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New online course to fight the infodemic

The new WHO online course dedicated to Infodemic Management 101 is now available on the
OpenWHO.org platform.

Thanks to_this online training, anyone can learn the basics of Infodemic management,

anytime, from anywhere. A dozen of global experts explore the growing field of infodemic
management activities and explain how to fight misinformation spread and to design

human-centered interventions to empower individuals and communities.
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Celebrating 70 years of GISRS (the Global Influenza Surveillance and
Response System)

Founded in 1952, the Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System, or GISRS, is

celebrating 70 years of success as a worldwide network founded to protect people from the threat
of influenza, reviewing its added value to other respiratory virus threats including COVID-19, and
setting its sights to the future.
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World Cancer Day: closing the care gap

Cancer is one of the world’s leading causes of death, and its burden is growing. In 2021, the world
crossed a sobering new threshold — an estimated 20 million people were diagnosed with cancer,
and 10 million died. These numbers will continue to rise in the decades ahead. And yet all cancers
can be treated, and many can be prevented or cured.

Care for cancer, however, like so many other diseases, reflects the inequalities and inequities of
our world. The clearest distinction is between high- and low-income countries, with comprehensive
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treatment reportedly available in more than 90% of high-income countries but less than 15% of
low-income countries.

. Closing the care gap

For all of these reasons, the theme for this year’s World Cancer Day is “closing the care gap”.
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Commonwealth and WHO to strengthen cooperation on health,
including access to vaccines

The Commonwealth Secretariat and the World Health Organization (WHO) today signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) committing to strengthening their collaboration on a broad
range of public health issues of particular concern to Commonwealth member states and
governments, such as the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, vaccine equity, advancing
universal health coverage, and building resilient health systems.
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Essential health services face continued disruption during COVID-19
pandemic

Two years into the pandemic, health systems are still facing significant challenges in providing

essential health services. Ongoing disruptions have been reported in over 90% of countries
surveyed in the third round of WHQO’s Global pulse survey on continuity of essential health services
during the COVID-19 pandemic.c, vaccine equity, advancing universal health coverage, and
building resilient health systems.
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Supporting health-care providers to make positive change: WHO
launches new training tools on female genital mutilation prevention
and care

Two new tools are being been launched by WHO and HRP to help health care providers give the
best quality care to girls and women who have been subjected to female genital mutilation — and to
also support global efforts to end this harmful practice and human rights violation.

These are: Person-centred communication for female genital mutilation prevention: A facilitator’s
quide for training health-care providers and Integrating female genital mutilation content into
nursing and midwifery curricula: a practical guide

TIERUROFH ET T DIzdD L —=20Y =)L

WHO & HRP (3 ERRESEEN LISV ZZ (TP TP CR EDT VIR TED LD (C,
Fle. COBETRENMEREZILRLSILSH. 2 DOFFLW —I)ILZRKRLELLZ, EFERS
HE BHRNMEEEITEIITRLS, THSRVIBRNETZ5 T 84N, FFHN. HERRRADESR
ERRECHIDYIR— b2 TETDIDTY . Fie. FIRBHZHIEHIC. BROMEEET
DAR DEE (BN EZER. BRDEVWDSEBRFEIZRCIZENTEDDTT,

(1) ZHUBYBRTFHOIRODAZRLELIZIZ 223> | EEREENN —Z27
DIzHDI 72 IFT—=F—=HA K

EEAESENZMESRUIRICH I DEDEBDMERZRF L. CORERTRZILDDIZHDR
Wi e ERE (IR I 7IE(CDNT, A ERFILZR(CDOITD T EZIRELE T,

(2) MtSRUIBRORNEZEE - BEHUFISACEHDOAND @ REHA B
BEEOBEEMDIMEN UF 1 S AL, ZHSBYVIBROFTHTTEYD. ERVOEILICERZEZRITT
DT T HECETZ—BURBImRARITTONS T EMNPESHCIEDTNET ., SEl. EAN
1RPA R EFERUE U

202282 H9 H

21st century health challenges: can the essential public health
functions make a difference?: discussion paper

Countries worldwide are facing complex and diverse health challenges in 21st century, and usually
there is one national health system for individual and population health outcomes. The COVID-19
pandemic and other emerging health challenges have exposed gaps and fragmentation in health
systems with limited public health capacities and governance. In this context, “essential public
health functions” (EPHFs) have been revitalized to support an integrated approach to sustainable
health systems strengthening, complementary to primary health care, various programme-specific
and health security approaches.
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Donors making a difference: keeping essential health services up and
running

Thanks to its contributors, WHO has been able to help countries fight COVID-19 while still
maintaining other important health services.
War-torn Yemen has an active malaria prevention programme, children in Comoros are being

vaccinated for measles and rubella, and emergency teams are on the ground in Tonga in the wake
of a volcanic eruption and tsunami.

Bangladesh has welcomed a new contribution to build up its health system, and a project is under
way to improve substance abuse treatment and prevention in Latin America and the Caribbean.
With WHO'’s support, countries are taking aim at cervical cancer, with new treatment services in
Nigeria and a campaign in Ethiopia to vaccinate girls against human papillomavirus, the virus that
causes almost all cases of cervical cancer.

Read on for details of these stories:
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Executive Board reviews progress in the implementation of the global
road map on defeating meningitis by 2030

During the 150th Executive Board (EB) of the WHO, agenda items on the Immunization Agenda
2030 (IA2030), Infection prevention and control and the Global road map on defeating meningitis
by 2030 were grouped together for discussion. A total of 40 speakers, including 33 delegates from
Member States (including regional statements from EMRO, AFRO and the EU), and 7 non-state
actor organizations took the floor.

Twelve Member States from the six WHO regions made specific supportive statements on the
Global road map on defeating meningitis by 2030 report (EB150/3).
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Food marketing exposure and power and their associations with
food-related attitudes, beliefs and behaviours: a narrative review

This report presents the outcomes of a narrative review conducted to update an earlier descriptive
review published by WHO in 2009 on the extent, nature and effects of food marketing. The current
review was requested by the WHO Nutrition Guidance Expert Advisory Group (NUGAG) Subgroup
on Policy Actions as part of the evidence reviews to inform its formulation of an updated WHO
guideline on policies to protect children from the harmful impact of food marketing.
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ACT-Accelerator calls for fair share-based financing of US$ 23 billion
to end pandemic as global emergency in 2022

World leaders launch campaign to meet the US$ 16 billion ACT-Accelerator funding gap and
US$ 6.8 billion in-country delivery costs to take vital steps towards ending the pandemic as a
global emergency in 2022.
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Vaccine Manufacturing Workshop for SEAR & WPR

WHO Local Production and Assistance Unit (LPA) in close collaboration with WHO Regional Office
for South-East Asia (SEARO) and WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific (WPRO) with
technical support from Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) is organizing
the Vaccine Manufacturing Workshop for South-East Asia (SEAR) & Western Pacific
regions (WPR) to address the needs on the development plans for a robust and sustainable
vaccine local production capacity and environment in SEAR and WPR.
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Ensuring artificial intelligence (AI) technologies for health benefit
older people

Artificial intelligence (Al) technologies have the potential to improve older people’s health and
well-being, but only if ageism is eliminated from their design, implementation, and use. A new
policy brief, Ageism in artificial intelligence for health, released today by the World Health
Organization (WHO) presents legal, non-legal and technical measures that can be used to
minimize the risk of exacerbating or introducing ageism through these technologies.
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France and WHO sign new agreement to reinforce health systems to
combat COVID-19

The Government of France and WHO today announced a new €50 million contribution agreement
that will help countries’ health systems overcome bottlenecks in the COVID-19 response and
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speed up equitable access to testing, treatments and vaccines.
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WHO’s new International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11) comes
into effect

The World Health Organization (WHO) Eleventh Revision of the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD-11) has now come into effect, with the latest update going online today.
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South Africa’s mRNA hub progress 1s foundation for self-reliance

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), Buti
Manamela, Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training of the Republic of South Africa, Dr
Blade Nzimande, Minister of Higher Education, Science and Technology of South Africa, Dr Joe
Phaahla, Minister of Health of South Africa and Meryame Kitir, Minister of Development
Cooperation and Urban Policy of Belgium today visit a number of public and private sector
partners that are collaborating to develop and build WHO’s global mRNA vaccine technology
transfer hub in South Africa.
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Redefining sexual health for benefits throughout life

Sexual health is a state of physical, emotional, mental and social well-being related to
sexuality; it is not merely the absence of disease, dysfunction or infirmity.

Sexual health requires a positive and respectful approach to sexuality and sexual
relationships, as well as the possibility of having pleasurable and safe sexual experiences,
free of coercion, discrimination and violence. For sexual health to be attained and
maintained, the sexual rights of all persons must be respected, protected and fulfilled.
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Suicide prevention in Bhutan: scaling-up during the pandemic

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, Bhutan, a country in South-East Asia, realized that suicide
was becoming a serious public health issue. Despite being renowned for introducing the term
“Gross National Happiness” in 1972, suicide is the sixth leading cause of death in Bhutan.
Furthermore, for every four suicide deaths in the country, only one attempted suicide is recorded.
This is an indication of significant under-reporting, given estimates that, globally, there are more
than 20 suicide attempts for every suicide. In 2015, Bhutan’s Ministry of Health established a
multi-year National Suicide Prevention Programme to address this significant public health issue.
The country’s Suicide Prevention Action Plan (2018-2023) includes strategies to increase
detection of suicidal ideation and respond to ideation and suicide attempts.
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WHO collaborative registration procedure using stringent regulatory
authorities’ medicine evaluation: reliance in action?

EMA and WHO have published a co-authored article on the evaluation of the WHO Collaborative
Registration Procedure using Stringent Regulatory Authorities’ medicines evaluations (SRA CRP),
its achievements and impact in improving timely access to quality-assured medicines worldwide,
where EMA acts as a Stringent Regulatory Authority.

The regulatory approval of medical products in countries with limited regulatory resources can be
lengthy, which often compromises patients’ timely access to much-needed medicines. The SRA
CRP is a procedure that allows National Regulatory Authorities (NRAS) to leverage the work
performed by Stringent Regulatory Authorities (SRAS) on scientific evaluations to decide on
medical products approvals within their jurisdiction, through the use of the concept of reliance.
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Treatment centre in a box and other new i1deas

A treatment centre that can be set up within hours, a kit to convert a regular vehicle into an
ambulance, ultra-cold chain and solar energy technologies, and a basecamp for emergency
responders. These are all ideas that could speed up emergency response and save lives.

To this end, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations World Food Programme
(WFP) launched INITIATE? in 2021, to strengthen partnerships among emergency responders and
humanitarian agencies and to develop innovative solutions that can be quickly deployed in health
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WHO announces the development of new guidance on offering long
acting injectable cabotegravir as HIV prevention for people at
substantial risk for HIV infection

WHO has made available the membership of the Guidelines Development Group (GDG) for the
development of WHO " Guidance on offering long acting injectable cabotegravir as HIV prevention
for people at substantial risk for HIV infection."
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A € 500 million pledge under the WHO - EIB partnership, with
the support of the EU, for health systems in Africa
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WHO welcomed the new EIB commitments to support impact investing, in the context of a
new tripartite initiative (WHO-EIB- European Commission), established to support countries
across Africa to close the health funding gap, building resilient health systems based on a solid
foundation of PHC, to help them reach health-related SDGs. The EIB President announced € 500
million made available with the aim of mobilizing € 1 billion of new investment to in this partnership
supporting resilient health system strengthening based on PHC.
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WHO announces first technology recipients of mRNA vaccine hub with
strong support from African and European partners

Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa and Tunisia to establish mMRNA vaccine production
At the European Union - African Union summit in Brussels today WHO Director-General, Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, announced the first six countries that will receive the technology
needed to produce mRNA vaccines on the African continent. Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal,
South Africa and Tunisia all applied and have been selected as recipients.
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WHO Guidelines for malaria

The WHO Guidelines for malaria bring together the Organization’s most up-to-date
recommendations for malaria in one user-friendly and easy-to-navigate online platform.

The WHO Guidelines for malaria supersedes 2 previous WHO publications: the Guidelines for
the treatment of malaria, third edition and the Guidelines for malaria vector control.
Recommendations on malaria will continue to be reviewed and, where appropriate, updated based
on the latest available evidence. Any updated recommendations will always display the date of the
most recent revision in the MAGICapp platform. With each update, a new PDF version of the
consolidated guidelines will also be available for download on the WHO website.
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Reflections on a dream job in sexual and reproductive health and
rights

In December 2021, lan Askew stepped down as Director of the United Nations Special

Programme HRP, and WHO’s Department of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Research
(SRH). Here, he reflects on almost 6 years at HRP, and a 40-year career in SRHR research.
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More than half of parents and pregnant women exposed to aggressive
formula milk marketing — WHO, UNICEF

New report details exploitative practices employed by $55 billion formula industry, compromising
child nutrition, violating international commitments.
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Global, regional, and national prevalence estimates of physical or
sexual, or both, intimate partner violence against women in 2018

The database comprises 366 eligible studies, capturing the responses of 2 million women. Data
were obtained from 161 countries and areas, covering 90% of the global population of women and
girls (15 years or older). Globally, 27% (uncertainty interval [Ul] 23—31%) of ever-partnered women
aged 15-49 years are estimated to have experienced physical or sexual, or both, intimate partner
violence in their lifetime, with 13% (10-16%) experiencing it in the past year before they were
surveyed. .
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New WHO/ILO guide urges greater safeguards to protect health
workers

The World Health Organization (WHO) and The International Labour Organization (ILO) have
published a new guide on developing and implementing stronger occupational health and safety
programmes for health workers, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to exert great pressure on
them.

WHO / ILO : EBRSEEOR2GE®M{LI B HI R
WHO & ILO (&, COVID-19 OKXKFRITHERREEE (CMEDEIEZ 5 X filT 2%, shHsEz


https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02664-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02664-7
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-02-2022-new-who-ilo-guide-urges-greater-safeguards-to-protect-health-workers
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-02-2022-new-who-ilo-guide-urges-greater-safeguards-to-protect-health-workers

PHEETOITSLZRFE - REITDEODFHLUWLA RERERLE U,
COVID-19/)\>FZwold. EBERBEE(C—BORSMEHEMEL. TOERE. 22, BihH'E
BRIEFECERINTEE LR, /OFZIVIRMRELTHSD 18 HAMT. 11 5 5,500 A
DIFMEEBESEEN COVID-19 THRT-ULE U,

WHO & ILO (&, E. #hh, EFEEROZLANILT. EERBEEOSBHLZLEHEREIRT DD
DTIOTSLZHREL, REITDCELAHRELTNET., IDULETOTS A BERGE. AR
T, I - b0, 188 - HSN8aHnS. INTORELOXEZH/N-TIHENSHD
x99,

RO RFFER. FREEKSEORE. T2, BUaE. REITIEHIC. BF. ERE.
FEE. EEREY-—EINREIRSEI(CDODNTHEERLTLET,

202242 H 25 H

Moving forward on goal to boost local pharmaceutical production,
WHO establishes global biomanufacturing training hub in Republic of
Korea

The World Health Organization (WHO), the Republic of Korea and the WHO Academy today
announced the establishment of a global biomanufacturing training hub that will serve all low- and
middle-income countries wishing to produce biologicals, such as vaccines, insulin, monoclonal
antibodies and cancer treatments. The move comes after the successful establishment of a global
MRNA vaccine technology transfer hub in South Africa..
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WHO and NAM encourage digital platforms to apply global principles
for identifying credible sources of health information
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The World Health Organization (WHO) and the National Academy of Medicine (NAM) are
encouraging social media companies and other digital platforms to apply global principles for
identifying credible sources of health information in their channels. The principles, originally

published in a 2021 NAM paper, were evaluated by an international group of public health experts
convened by WHO and BMJ in December 2021. The WHO meeting report is now available for

download.
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COVID-19 Research and Innovation - Powering the world’s pandemic
response — now and in the future

This updated report once again brings a spotlight to the immense and tireless global research
effort to control COVID-19.

The report not only details the successes but also the priority research tasks and lessons learned
that are critical in the next phase of the pandemic - as the world strives to move to ‘endemic’ status.
Crucially, focusing on how global research actions and platforms that are bolstering our response
to COVID-19 right now, can also be deployed in the future to help the world rapidly combat new
threats from viruses and other pathogens.
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