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New Food Safety Community of Practice will help share knowledge and
1mprove practice

WHO announces the launch of a new Food Safety Community of Practice (COP). The Community
of Practice is a new peer-to-peer online forum for global professionals working on and sharing
interest in food safety issues, who seek to deepen their knowledge and expertise in this area,

exchange information and discuss ideas by interacting on an ongoing basis.
WHO : ERE2(CAITIA>SA>IA—-SLh'USE LT

WHO (3 BREZE(CEATDIASSA>IA—SA (AZ2=5+ - AT - 5057+ X (COP))
ZIUS5EFFEURL. COP (. BEmTZEDHECEDMEH BLZHE T IHADEFMFRMNEL (Y]
BEREITDHDHFUWASSA2TA—S LT, MEHNICRRT DI ECEIDT. ZDODEFDH
HOCEPIEERD. BREMAL, AT ZERI D EZBNELTVET.

COP mBEIR[F. FEDEREMZAS . SHRMERPIFHZHB L. FHIUWRERADOEFEZEL. @
ANEEHDFBZRFHITDTETY ., COMBENTERREREREDIZI I -5« (. KEZMNIT
BOEVWEITERESE(E L. ILKT DEEZB > TLET,

2B ENROIET— BHIEH. BREZEDERREZFATIENTEFTY. Fk.
BmBE(CETDER. AR NEH. ZOMDISFT2VZERH U, COP DDA )\—EHB
ITBIENTEFY,

202241 H5H

Together on the road to evidence-informed decision-making for health in
the post-pandemic era: new EVIPNet Call for Action

Evidence-informed decision-making is essential for improving the health and well-being of
populations, and the COVID-19 pandemic has recently put a bright spotlight on the evidence—
policy—society nexus. The newly published Evidence-informed Policy Network (EVIPNet) Call for
Action charts the way forward for systematic and improved evidence-informed health policy-
making towards more resilient, equitable and sustainable global health, both for future

emergencies and recurring political and societal challenges.
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Message for World Leprosy Day 2022

The social and economic upheaval caused by the coronavirus pandemic has been particularly

hard on persons affected by leprosy and their families, many of whom were in a vulnerable
position to begin with. Lockdowns implemented by governments have made it harder for them
to access treatment and care, deprived them of income-generating opportunities, and exacerbated
the deprivations their marginalized communities already faced.

With this in mind, in August 2021 I launched an awareness campaign called “Don’t forget leprosy.”
The campaign aims to keep leprosy from slipping from view amid the COVID pandemic and
ensure that the needs of those affected by the disease are not neglected.
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Draft Intersectoral global action plan on epilepsy and other neurological
disorders 2022-2031

In November 2020, the Seventy-third World Health Assembly (WHA) adopted resolution WHA
73.10 on Global actions on epilepsy and other neurological disorders, which requested the WHO
Director-General to develop an Intersectoral global action plan on epilepsy and other
neurological disordersin consultation with Member States. The action plan will address the
challenges and gaps in providing care and services for people with epilepsy and other neurological

disorders that exist worldwide and ensure a comprehensive, coordinated response across sectors
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COVAX delivers its 1 billionth COVID-19 vaccine dose

On 15 January 2022, a shipment of 1.1 million COVID-19 vaccines to Rwanda included the
billionth dose supplied via COVAX.

Together with our partners, COVAX is leading the largest vaccine procurement and supply

operation in history, with deliveries to 144 countries to date.

But the work that has gone into this milestone is only a reminder of the work that remains.

As of 13 January 2022, out of 194 Member States, 36 WHO Member States have vaccinated less
than 10% of their population, and 88 less than 40%.
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Report of the technical consultation on measuring healthy diets:
concepts, methods and metrics

Food systems and diets are changing everywhere and monitoring the healthfulness of diets at
global and national levels is becoming increasingly important. Better measurement and
monitoring are needed to support governments in establishing policies and programmes to

promote healthy diets and assess the effectiveness of these actions.
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TIARC marks Cervical Cancer Awareness Month 2022

January is Cervical Cancer Awareness Month, and this year the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC) will highlight three different research projects that demonstrate the
impact IARC is having in tackling the global burden of cervical cancer.

The showcased projects are in the areas of (i) vaccination against high-risk types of human


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240040274
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240040274
https://iarc.who.int/news-events/iarc-marks-cervical-cancer-awareness-month-2022/

papillomavirus (HPV), the causative agent of most cases of cervical cancer; (i) treatment of
cervical precancerous lesions in a resource-constrained setting; and (iii) improving coverage of

cervical cancer screening programmes in at-risk populations.
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Working for a brighter, healthier future

In 2020 WHO has established the HQ Interdepartmental Technical Working Group on
Adolescent Health and Well-being. The aim of the group is to act as a mechanism for coordinating
initiatives related to adolescent health within WHO HQ, and ensure effective internal and
external communication, coordination and collaboration. The group decided that one of its joint
products will be a biennial report on WHO work on adolescent health. This is the first in a future
series of biennial reports that describes WHO’s efforts to elevate adolescent health through
collaboration and by coordinating new initiatives, expanding the scope of work and establishing

ambitious objectives with its development partners and adolescents.
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World NTD Day 2022: Achieving health equity to end the
neglect of poverty-related diseases

World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (WNTDD) will be celebrated on Sunday 30 January 2022.
To mark this celebration, WHO is organizing a virtual event, calling on everyone to address the
inequalities that characterize NTDs. WNTDD is an opportunity to re-energize the momentum to
end the suffering from these 20 diseases that are caused by a variety of pathogens including
viruses, bacteria, parasites, fungi and toxins.

The day provides an opportunity to focus on the millions of people who have limited or no access

to prevention, treatment and care services.
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Statement on the tenth meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic

The Director-General determined that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to constitute a PHEIC.
He accepted the advice of the Committee and issued the Committee’s advice to States Parties as

Temporary Recommendations under the THR
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U.S. EPA and WHO partner to protect public health
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This week, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and World Health Organization
(WHO) signed a five-year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The agreement continues

EPA-WHO collaboration on a wide range of specific and crosscutting environment and health
1ssues, particularly air pollution, water and sanitation, children’s health, and health risks due to
climate change. The updated agreement includes exciting new actions on crosscutting issues

including infrastructure and environmental justice.
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WHO publishes new global data on the use of clean and
polluting fuels for cooking by fuel type

2.6. billion people lack clean cooking access

One third of the global population or 2.6 billion people worldwide still remain without access to
clean cooking. The use of inefficient, polluting fuels and technologies is a health risk and a major
contributor to diseases and deaths, particularly for women and children in low- and middle-
income countries. It makes cooking with polluting fuels one of the largest environmental
contributors to ill health. Shedding further light on the extent of the problem, the WHO has
recently released new data on the use of different types of fuels used for cooking at global,

regional and country levels.
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WHO summary of Baseline report for UN Decade of Healthy
Ageing is now available in all official UN languages

The UN Decade of Healthy Ageing 2021-2030 is a global collaboration, that brings together
governments, civil society, international agencies, professionals, academia, the media, and the
private sector to improve the lives of older people, their families, and the communities in which
they live. To support all stakeholders around the world to drive forward their efforts towards the

achievement of healthy ageing, WHO is launching translations of the Decade of healthy ageing:

baseline report — summary in all official UN languages.
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Planning and budgeting tool for TB and drug-resistant TB
testing
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The Global Laboratory Initiative (GLI), with its secretariat at the World Health Organization
(WHO) Global TB Programme, is pleased to release a Planning and Budgeting Tool for TB and

Drug Resistant TB Testing for calculation of quantities and costs of diagnostic products and
laboratory supplies. The tool references product numbers and prices in the Stop TB
Partnership Global Drug Facility (GDF) Diagnostics, Medical Devices, and other Health
Products Catalog.
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Opening of the 150th session of WHQO’s Executive Board

Director-General outlines five priorities for world and for WHO going forward:

Our commitment in the coming year — and in the coming five years — is to dramatically

strengthen our ability to deliver results in countries.
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Revi_ew of Minamata convention initial assessment reports: key
findings for health

The Minamata Convention on Mercury is a global, legally binding treaty, which was adopted in
2013 and entered into force on 16 August 2017. The core of the Convention is protection of human
health, as stated in Article 1: “to protect human health and the environment from anthropogenic
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds”. Implementation of the Convention
requires multisectoral action, including the health sector.

In order to raise awareness about health ministries’ preparedness and outstanding needs to be
able to implement the health-related articles of the Convention, WHO reviewed all the 59 MIA
reports that had been submitted to the Secretariat of the Convention up to 31 July 2021 as well

as two national implementation plans.
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New 1nsights into quality of care for girls and women facing the
complications of unsafe abortion

Ozge Tuncalp, Medical Officer at WHO and HRP comments, “This supplement shows how far we
still have to go in ensuring quality, respectful post-abortion care for all; it also proves how much
we can learn when we commit to working together. Across 11 countries, knowledge has been
gained and research capacity has been strengthened. A stronger research community is better
able to listen, ask and answer questions, working together for a future where every woman and

girl achieves the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health and rights.”

BRI PIRET T DE | BIENADITEHBE

BRRIZHFHE(ICK DT, HFED(CEZL DAL MENeraZE L, FGHN - REINGERZE(ICER
UlTTWET . LM L. FigEEOESHEZR DV UPLE(CERREECI AT LANEDLDS
CBOEWT 7RI DDONNRI MEOM BRERELTNET,

HRP (NEIDAETOT S L) « WHO ROV \— hF—I(E. 7 DRM, FER. B(CHI 25iHlzE
H3EH. BI\SLUmDI7ITUH 11 HENSHIt(CEEY SEMHEZR > CTERIE(CER L T
W3d 2 B 3 FAUELOZHDFT—IHIRE=NF L.

AIRFTDRRZIBN T DRI (C LD & FICH/\SBUEDI7 IJUNTE. EEFZFEmEE
NIEMHEZFDOUMNS WK UTZ, FHEETIREODT 77 (CX T DEDMEHC(E. ERREIST 7,
©ILITT. TT7IREDIEOHDEFZODHAENE,. ZUTENICEMITSNTZREFIENSENE
9. AKDREOBRREENENADITEE EDVENHDET,

202241 H 27 H

WHO establishes a Technical Advisory Group on Measurement,
Monitoring and Evaluation of UN Decade of Healthy Ageing

The World Health Organization has established a new technical advisory group on measurement,
monitoring and evaluation of the United Nations Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021-2030). This

multidisciplinary group of 20 experts will review and assess evidence and provide

recommendations to advance the measurement work related to the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing
and its four action areas: a) change how we think, feel and act towards age and ageing, b) ensure
that communities foster the abilities of older people, ¢) deliver person-centered integrated care
and primary health services that are responsive to older people; and d) provide access to long-

term care for older people who need it.
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WHO establishes a Technical Advisory Group on Measurement,
Monitoring and Evaluation of UN Decade of Healthy Ageing

To mark World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (WNTDD) , the World Health Organization
(WHO) is calling on everyone, to rally to confront inequalities that characterize NTDs
and ensure that the poorest and marginalized communities who are mostly affected by

neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) receive the health services they need.
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