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Half of health care facilities globally lack basic hygiene services — WHO,

UNICEF

Half of health care facilities worldwide lack basic hygiene services with water and soap or

alcohol-based hand rub where patients receive care and at toilets in these facilities, according to
the latest Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) report by WHO and UNICEF. Around 3.85 billion
people use these facilities, putting them at greater risk of infection, including 688 million people

who receive care at facilities with no hygiene services at all.
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Dietary and inhalation exposure to nano- and microplastic particles and
potential implications for human health

Microplastic in the environment is an emerging contaminant that has generated intense public
concern. Questions have been asked about the human health impacts of the exposure to
microplastic particles, from the polymers themselves to the monomers as well as additives used
to make the plastic material, adsorbed chemical contaminants and associated biofilms.
Recognizing this, WHO has reviewed the state of evidence on microplastic in drinking water and
published a report assessing the risks to human health in August 2019..
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Lead 1n drinking-water: Health risks, monitoring and corrective actions

Lead is a priority chemical hazard that should be included in national drinking-water quality

standards and monitored as part of drinking-water quality surveillance.

This document provides practical guidance to support the assessment and management of lead
contamination in drinking-water supplies. Step-wise guidance is provided to support action when
elevated lead concentrations are detected in drinking-water. It also explains why lead in

drinking-water is an important issue and sources of lead exposure in water supplies..
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Celebrating sexual health for benefits throughout life

Sexual health is relevant throughout a person’s life, through to adolescence and into older
age. The World Health Organization (WHO) working definition of sexual health addresses not
only physical health, but embraces a positive and respectful approach to sexuality and sexual

relationships.
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Nothing for us, without us: new film series on people living with
noncommunicable diseases and mental health conditions

WHO is dedicated to advancing the meaningful engagement of people living with NCDs and
mental health conditions worldwide, and has recently established a range of activities and

platforms to support this goal. The latest is a new film series on the topic in all six UN languages.

Watch the entire 30-minute documentary, “Nothing for Us, Without Us: listening and learning
from people with lived experience”, on WHO’s YouTube channel:
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New strategies to tackle and end STIs epidemics

The 75th World Health Assembly in May 2022 agreed to the implementation of the new Global
Health Sector Strategies on, respectively, HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections
for the period 2022-2030 (GHSS). The new strategies propose a common vision to end AIDS and
the epidemics of viral hepatitis and STIs by 2030.
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WHO releases new module of the PrEP implementation tool on
integration of STI services

At the 23rd World Congress of the International Union against Sexually Transmitted Infections
(IUSTI) WHO released a new module of its implementation tool for HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis

(PrEP) to support countries implementing, and scaling up integrated STI services for people who
use PrEP.
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WHO and partners launch a new online resource to advance STI vaccine
development

The first online portal on vaccine development for sexually transmitted infections (STIs) was
launched today at the 23rd IUSTI World Congress. The portal, STI Watch contains technically
sound and updated information on the most common STIs and the vaccine development status for

each.
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WHO Director-General's keynote speech at Health20 Summit: “A new
age of health multilateralism, partnership and equity” - 1 September
2022

Current progress is a quarter of that required to achieve the SDGs by 2030.

Urgent action is needed to support countries to address these major health challenges and
strengthen global health security.

To meet these global challenges, WHO is implementing five strategic shifts in our work to

support countries:
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Training course on One Health in action against Neglected Tropical
Diseases

The World Health Organization (WHO) has published a new online training module that aims to

support countries, international organizations, and partners to work together to identify common
ground in order to maximize efforts to control and eliminate neglected tropical diseases (NTDs)
based on the approach outlined in WHO’s flagship NTD Road map document.
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WHO releases new repository of resources for air quality management

This report is an output of discussions with the United Nations Economic Commission for

Europe, the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Meteorological Organization,

and the World Bank, offers general AQM tools such as a screening tool, which is a short,
qualitative assessment to help countries evaluate the baseline of their AQMS and a more
comprehensive survey to better understand gaps and AQMS areas that require more focus and

resources.
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New fund for pandemic prevention, preparedness and response formally
established

The new financial intermediary fund (FIF) for pandemic prevention, preparedness, and

response (PPR) was officially established by the FIF Governing Board at its inaugural meeting
from 8-9 September 2022.
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World Suicide Prevention Day 2022

World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) was established in 2003 by the International Association

for Suicide Prevention in conjunction with the World Health Organization (WHO). The 10th of

September each year focuses attention on the issue, reduces stigma and raises awareness among

organizations, government, and the public, giving a singular message that suicide can be

prevented.
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United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control
of Non-communicable Diseases: 2022—2025 strategy

The strategy builds on the experience of the 2019-2021 strategy and the findings of the mid-
point evaluation of the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of NCDs 2013—-2030The
strategy builds on the experience of the 2019-2021 strategy and the findings of the mid-point
evaluation of the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of NCDs 2013—-2030
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Pharmaceutical pricing policy, 2022

Pharmaceutical pricing policies are interventions for managing the prices of pharmaceutical
products. The technical brief describes how different pharmaceutical policies work, what factors
should be considered in their use, which policies are adopted by the Member States in the South-
East Asia region, and key recommendations to achieving affordable and equitable access to

quality-assured pharmaceutical products for patients and health systems.
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WHO launches guide to safely unlock benefits of the life sciences

Today, WHO issued the Global guidance framework for the responsible use of the life sciences.

The Framework calls on leaders and other stakeholders to mitigate biorisks and safely govern
dual-use research, which has a clear benefit but can be misused to harm humans, other animals,

agriculture and the environment.
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the 72nd Session of the
WHO Regional Committee for Europe — 12 September 2022
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WHO trains health workers in Ghana on air pollution and health

The World Health Organization (WHO) is piloting a program to train health professionals as
advocates for clean air policies and programs with the ultimate aim to protect and promote
people’s health and wellbeing. Health workers from all corners of Ghana met in Kumasi, Ashanti
Region and provided input into the program design as the curriculum is scaled up. This
successful pilot is expected to expand into a global program in 2023.
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COVAX: Key learnings for future pandemic preparedness and response
This white paper outlines three key COVAX learnings for future pandemic preparedness and

response. Drawing upon COVAX’s unique experience enabling an unprecedented global rollout at
scale during a pandemic, it highlights challenges encountered and subsequent impact on
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines, the actions COVAX took in response

and recommendations for the future.
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covax--key-learnings-for-future-pandemic-preparedness-and-response
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WHO responds to The Lancet COVID-19 Commission

TWHO welcomes the overarching recommendations of The Lancet COVID-19 Commission’s
report on “Lessons for the future from the COVID-19 pandemic,” which align with our
commitment to stronger global, regional and national pandemic preparedness, prevention,
readiness and response. At the same time, there are several key omissions and
misinterpretations in the report, not least regarding the public health emergency of international
concern (PHEIC) and the speed and scope of WHO’s actions.
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WHO calls for urgent action by countries for achieving Medication
Without Harm

Globally, half of all preventable harm in medical care is medication related, a quarter of which

1s severe or life-threatening. In the lead up to World Patient Safety Day on 17 September 2022,

WHO is emphasizing the global burden of medication harm. The elderly population is one of the
most at-risk groups of medication harm, especially those taking multiple medications. High rates

of medication-related harm are also seen in surgical care, intensive care and emergency medicine.
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Launch of the WHO guide for integration of perinatal mental health in
maternal and child health services

This new WHO guide for integration of perinatal mental health in maternal and child health

services provides the best available information aimed at supporting MCH providers in
identifying symptoms of mental health problems and responding in a way that is adapted to their
local and cultural context.
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Fourth WHO Global Evidence Review on Health and Migration stresses
that equitable access to and appropriate use of antibiotics for refugees
and migrants is essential to tackling Antimicrobial Resistance

Over 1.27 million people worldwide die of bacterial Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) yearly.
Decades of misuse and overuse of antibiotics and other antimicrobials have made these drugs less

effective in treating common infectious diseases, accelerating the emergence and spread of AMR.
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Rubella eliminated from Singapore

Singapore has eliminated rubella, the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Verification
Commission for Measles and Rubella Elimination for the Western Pacific announced today.
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WHO at the high-level session of the 77th UN General Assembly
(UNGA)

The 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) will open on Tuesday, 13
September 2022 at the UN Headquarters in New York, in the first in-person format since the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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World Rabies Day 2022

This year’s World Rabies Day theme is: “One Health, Zero Death”.
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Health and care workforce in Europe: time to act

All countries of the WHO European Region currently face severe challenges related to the health
and careworkforce (HCWF). This report focuses on identifying effective policy and planning responses
to these HCWFchallenges across the Region.
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Heads of State commit to Noncommunicable Disease Global Compact to
save 50 million lives by 2030

Today, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO, launched a new report calling
on global leaders to take urgent action on noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), responsible for 17
million premature deaths every year.
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WHO launches comprehensive new modules on the Road map and
Sustainability Framework to end NTDs

WHO’s OpenWHO education and training platform has published new online courses presenting the
flagship neglected tropical disease (NTD) Road map strategy document and the accompanying
Sustainability Framework.
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Collaborating for better global health: New Tripartite Operational Tools

Greater collaboration across sectors is needed to protect everyone’s health from the impacts of
zoonotic diseases, as strongly reminded by recent emerging diseases with an animal origin. New
operational tools are available to support countries in achieving this One Health collaboration in the
field.
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Key highlights from the UN General Assembly side event: Progress and
multisectoral action towards achieving global targets to end TB

Over a hundred people joined the UN General Assembly high level side-event: "Progress and
Multisectoral Action towards achieving global targets to end TB" co-organized by the Government of
Indonesia and the World Health Organization on 20 September 2022.
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Launch of the Healthy Ageing Collaborative: Working together to
improve the lives of older people their families and communities

Today, we are proud to announce the Healthy Ageing Collaborative, a multisectoral and
multistakeholder network to advance implementation of the United Nations (UN) Decade of Healthy
Ageing (2021-2030).

NVS— « TASOIRRICAT TIHEMFEIZS LT

EED [fEFRAEE{ED 10 &1 (2021 - 2030) OEMZHEET DITHDEZEFT - LRT—T7K
W—CKDRY RND—=T [INLE— - TA22T - OASKRLAFT0T] MEELFLUE.
[BERIASEMED 10 F£1 OFIRZRIRT DeH(CIE. BT, IEBATHEE. BEEHR. ZZRE.
RKEMBDUEDSBENG DT,

WHO @7 ROXRBHF/ER(E. EEREOYA RANRD NTITONANILE —TA 2T 5RDFE
EBXT A, EROSESH LTV IRNTORBACNICSMI D LadBsdLErd. s
MBRHALUTEDSFTBDCET, HACHERZLEEIL TP ZENTEFT | BRI U

PR, ERSIOIHFEREAHRD. BinE. TOXRK. €L TII21 571 DOEEIC E8Z5%
2ZUBDZRECIDIADTZH(C. ENENDBAZEN U THN T DIH U ERZIRHITDIED
T9,

138, INLE—TA220 50 : #HRZLDRVEEMEHENEETD - —] LUT. HRX
ENS 50 &ANELE SN, BANSEESE 8 AR/IIBHSENMEEINELE.

202249 H 26 B

Report of the Regional Director : the work of WHO in the Western Pacific
Region, 1 July 2021 - 30 June 2022

Since 2006, WHO has worked with Member States in the Region to develop effective health security
systems through the Asia Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases and Public Health Emergencies
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(APSED lll) and its two earlier iterations. In addition, For the Future: Towards the Heathiest and
Safest Region, the shared vision for WHO work with Member States and partners in the Western
Pacific, identified health security as one of its four thematic priorities. Implementation of these
strategies/priorities has enabled the Region to launch a rapid and effective response to the COVID-19
pandemic.
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Ending the neglect to attain the sustainable development goals: a
rationale for continued investment in tackling neglected tropical diseases
2021-2030

This document sets out, therefore, to explain the socioeconomic value of investing in the fight
against NTDs and highlights priorities for global investment attention. Our work was guided by the
need not only for additional funding and funders but also for the need to understand the current
funding climate, in which value for money and the efficient use of resources to fill the most critical of
gaps are more relevant than ever.
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The WHO global infodemic manager community of practice is growing
and tackling COVID-19, monkeypox and other outbreaks

The WHO-trained infodemic managers, over 1300 of them from 142 countries, are already making
great strides in Member States and together around the globe as a global community of practice.
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New international instrument on pandemic prevention, preparedness
and response: contributing to the second round of public hearings
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Ask the expert: 10 questions on safe abortion care

In July 2022, the World Health Organization (WHQ) hosted a Twitter space with Dr Bela Ganatra,
head of the Prevention of Unsafe Abortion unit in the WHO Department of Sexual and Reproductive

Health and Research (SRH), including HRP, on improving access to comprehensive abortion care
everywhere.
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Joint statement of the United States of America and the World Health
Organization on the U.S.-WHO strategic dialogue

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra and World Health
Organization (WHO) Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus held the first U.S.-WHO
Strategic Dialogue. Convened under the Biden-Harris Administration, the U.S.-WHO Strategic
Dialogue provides a platform to maximize the longstanding U.S. government-WHO partnership, and to
protect and promote the health of all people around the globe, including the American people.
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WHO and IL.O call for new measures to tackle mental health issues at
work

New global WHO guidelines on mental health at work are reinforced by practical strategies outlined in
a joint WHO/ILO policy brief.
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