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Quadripartite call to action for One Health for a safer world

At their first annual face-to-face meeting today, the heads of the Quadripartite organizations
working on One Health issued an unprecedented call for enhanced global action..
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SAGE updates COVID-19 vaccination guidance

Following its 20-23 March meeting, WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization
(SAGE) revised the roadmap for prioritizing the use of COVID-19 vaccines, to reflect the impact

of Omicron and high population-level immunity due to infection and vaccination.
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WHO certifies Azerbaijan and Tajikistan as malaria-free

The World Health Organization (WHO) has certified Azerbaijan and Tajikistan for achieving
elimination of malaria in their territories. The certification follows a sustained, century-long

effort to stamp out the disease by the 2 countries.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/29-03-2023-who-certifies-azerbaijan-and-tajikistan-as-malaria-free
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WHO and the Inter-Parliamentary Union launch a new handbook on
Universal Health Coverage

The World Health Organization (WHO) recently participated in a number of joint activities at the
146th Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly which took place from 11-15 March 2023 in

Manama, Bahrein.
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Sporting goods industry and WHO join forces to promote increased
physical activity and sport

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement, signed today between the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the World Federation of the Sporting Goods Industry (WFSGI), aims to
help align and reinforce private sector support to increase physical activity and community sport
participation to improve global health.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2023-who-and-the-inter-parliamentary-union-launch-a-new-handbook-on-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2023-who-and-the-inter-parliamentary-union-launch-a-new-handbook-on-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2023-sporting-goods-industry-and-who-join-forces-to-promote-increased-physical-activity-and-sport
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2023-sporting-goods-industry-and-who-join-forces-to-promote-increased-physical-activity-and-sport
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WHO welcomes signing of sublicences with three manufacturers to
produce long-acting injectable cabotegravir for HIV prevention

WHO welcomes the announcement that the Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) has signed sublicense

agreements with 3 manufacturers to produce long-acting injectable cabotegravir (CAB-LA) as

pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP).
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Prior use of pholcodine-containing cough and cold remedies and risk of
perioperative anaphylactic reactions to neuromuscular blocking agents

(NMBAs)

WHO is alerting health-care professionals and regulatory authorities of the risk of anaphylactic

reactions in people who have taken pholcodine-containing products at least 12 months prior to
surgical procedures involving the administration of general anaesthesia with neuromuscular
blocking agents (NMBAs).
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https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2023-who-welcomes-signing-of-sublicences-with-three-manufacturers-to-produce-long-acting-injectable-cabotegravir-for-hiv-prevention
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2023-who-welcomes-signing-of-sublicences-with-three-manufacturers-to-produce-long-acting-injectable-cabotegravir-for-hiv-prevention
https://viivhealthcare.com/hiv-news-and-media/news/press-releases/2023/march/medicines-patent-pool-signs-sublicences/
https://viivhealthcare.com/hiv-news-and-media/news/press-releases/2023/march/medicines-patent-pool-signs-sublicences/
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2023-pholcodine-containing-remedies-anaphylactic-reactions
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https://www.who.int/news/item/31-03-2023-pholcodine-containing-remedies-anaphylactic-reactions

I SAMMDT T 1 SF>—RILDIfERE

WHO (&, AL EBREMNMERN L ERESNTS D, BENRT T 1 S+ —RIED
RAE(CHH. COTREBEZRUET,

TAINASUEFAEAA RERDEFERT. RABIVINBICHWNTEZHEZIR (F20\2i%) DiaE(ICfE
HAENTWEYT. W<DOHDEEI(E MEROIERR>> 0Oy & U THRNICERICAFTSE, —iR
BCEREINTULEN. WHO (&, FZFHEEE (NMBA) (CKD2EMEZ A4 DSHRIF MR <

EB 12 ARFIC. AN EBREZRAUEACTF T4 SF—RIEDURINHD &

UT. NLRTT7EMREMRHFEBCEELTVET,

—EBDMFIEFB(E. COURDCHNT Bz, TAILIAS D EBRRDTHNSORIBZERE UE
Uiz,

MINEER(E. URIOERIMET DRRORFENRNC E. TAILOSOERMENI X 0% LE]
DEFEAMFESNTULRNC E, BEHURIDZFEANES(CEDE, INRTOD EU NEE(CERE
NBENWRIDHDIREEH L. TAILID > ESERBDEIRERELE U,

202344 A 3H

Directory for integrating health in urban & territorial planning: An
overview

The directory for integrating health in urban and territorial planning (UTP) is an online
repository of open access resources and tools that provide information about the importance of
planning and designing urban areas from a health perspective, as well as concrete guidance on
how to do it.
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/directory-for-integrating-health-in-urban---territorial-planning--an-overview
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/directory-for-integrating-health-in-urban---territorial-planning--an-overview
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WHO convenes the Fifth Global Forum on Human Resources for Health

WHO is organizing the Fifth Global Forum on Human Resources for Health from 3 to 5 April
2023 in Geneva, Switzerland. The Forum, the largest gathering of the health workforce

professionals, health policymakers and multisectoral partners is focusing on the theme
of Protecting, safeguarding, and investing in the health and care workforce.
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WHO celebrates 756th anniversary and calls for health equity in face of
unprecedented threats

On 7 April 2023, the World Health Organization (WHO) will mark its 75th anniversary, along
with its 194 Member States and other partners, by calling for a renewed drive for health equity.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/03-04-2023-who-convenes-the-fifth-global-forum-on-human-resources-for-health
https://www.who.int/teams/health-workforce/about/5thglobalforum-hrh
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https://www.who.int/news/item/03-04-2023-who-celebrates-75th-anniversary-and-calls-for-health-equity-in-face-of-unprecedented-threats
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1 in 6 people globally affected by infertility: WHO

Large numbers of people are affected by infertility in their lifetime, according to a new
report published today by WHO. Around 17.5% of the adult population — roughly 1 in 6
worldwide — experience infertility, showing the urgent need to increase access to affordable, high-

quality fertility care for those in need.
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Public health milestones through the vears

This timeline, published in 2023 on the occasion of WHQO’s 75th anniversary, serves as a reminder
of some of the most memorable successes and how these have contributed to improved health
across the world. These milestone achievements also provide inspiration for us to face the health
challenges of the future..
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The role of the private sector in Asia: challenges and opportunities for
achieving universal health coverage

The role of the private sector in Asia: challenges and opportunities for achieving universal health

coverage is a new comparative country study published by the Asia Pacific Observatory on
Health Systems and Policies (APO) to highlight experiences in three different Asian setting at

various levels of maturity and context to show how they tackle these issues.
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The WHO AWaRe (Access, Watch, Reserve) antibiotic book and

prevention of antimicrobial resistance

Guidance on the appropriate use of antibiotics for common infections is lacking in many settings.
The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently released The WHO AWaRe (Access, Watch,
Reserve) antibiotic book which complements the WHO Model list of essential medicines and
WHO Model list of essential medicines for children.
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Countries set out way forward for negotiations on global agreement to
protect world from future pandemic emergencies

Countries of the World Health Organization have mapped out how negotiations on a global accord
on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response will move forward with a view to presenting
a draft accord for approval by the World Health Assembly in May 2024.
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at media briefing — 6 April

2023

Tomorrow marks the 75th anniversary of the day that Constitution came into force.

It was, and is, a landmark document. The WHO Constitution was the first document in history to

formally recognize health as a human right.
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Enhancing preparedness to tackle rising zoonotic diseases in Africa

Dr Tieble Traore, Emergency Preparedness Technical Officer at WHO Regional Office for Africa,
explains how African countries should prepare to effectively respond to zoonotic disease

outbreaks such as Marburg.
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TARC opens data to researchers via new Scientific IT Platform

Researchers and IT developers from the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
have launched a new Scientific I'T Platform to facilitate data sharing and collaboration between

research institutions, in line with internationally recognized data protection standards.
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People Power — introducing WHOQO’s new “Intention to action” Series to
enhance the meaningful engagement of people with lived experience

Entitled “Intention to action”, WHO is launching a new publication series dedicated to the
meaningful engagement of people living with noncommunicable diseases, mental health

conditions and neurological conditions.
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World Chagas Disease Day 2023

In 2023 we are shining a spotlight on Chagas disease, the suffering it causes and are calling for

equitable access to health care and services for everyone affected by the disease.
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WHO, African Union Development Agency, and the International Labour
Organization join forces to safeguard health workers in Africa

In a major move to protect the health, safety and wellbeing of health workers in African
countries, the World Health Organization has embarked in a collaboration with the African
Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD) and the International Labour Organization (ILO).
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Highlighting a population’s health information needs during health
emergencies through new infodemic management tools and frameworks

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the myriad ways people seek and receive health
information, whether from the radio, newspapers, their next door neighbor, their community

health worker, or increasingly, on the screens of the phones in their pockets.
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A brief overview of the Preparedness and Resilience for Emerging
Threats initiative (PRET)

To better prepare for the next pandemic, or even better, to prevent it, WHO is launching an
Initiative to help countries ensure they have the systems and capacities in place to speed up

every aspect of their management of emerging threats, from response and recovery.
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Recommended package of interventions for HIV, viral hepatitis and STI
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care for people who inject drugs
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In 2022, WHO published the Consolidated guidelines on HIV, viral hepatitis and STI prevention,
diagnosis, treatment and care for key populations. In this policy brief, we give an update on those

parts of the guidelines which are relevant for people who inject drugs.
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WHO turns 75: People live 30 vears longer, but more action needed to
ensure health for all and prepare for future threats

Now is the time to celebrate past achievements, build upon them and do more to extend the

quality of people’s lives across the Western Pacific.
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New transatlantic partnership to address post-pandemic global health
priorities and challenges

An arrangement between the Pan American Health Organization, World Health Organization
Regional Office for Europe, and United States Department for Health and Human Services seeks
to establish a more collaborative approach to strengthening health systems and services across

regions.
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World Immunization Week 2023

World Immunization Week, celebrated in the last week of April, aims to highlight the collective
action needed to protect people from vaccine-preventable diseases.
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Key leadership appointments made to drive WHO strategic direction and

1nitiatives

The World Health Organization (WHO) has appointed five new senior figures to its headquarters

leadership team in Geneva.
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WHO releases the largest global collection of health inequality data

Today, WHO is launching the Health Inequality Data Repository, the most comprehensive global
collection of publicly available disaggregated data and evidence on population health and its
determinants. The repository allows for tracking health inequalities across population groups
and over time, by breaking down data according to group characteristics, ranging from education
level to ethnicity.
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WHO releases new guide on developing national programmes for age-
friendly cities and communities

As population ageing and urbanization rapidly progress worldwide, making our cities and
communities more age-friendly is crucial to maximise the opportunities offered by longer lives. A
new guide released by the World Health Organization (WHO), National programmes for age-

friendly cities and communities, provides a clear framework for how such programmes can be

established and sustained in every country to accelerate the creation of age-friendly

environments: better places to grow, live, work, play, and age.
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Global Compendium of Knowledge on COVID-19

The Global Compendium of Country Knowledge on COVID-19 vaccination is now available on
TechNet21.
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Hand Hygiene Acceleration Framework Tool (HHAFT) - Excel tool

The HHAFT tracks the process that a government has undergone to develop and implement a
plan of action for hand hygiene improvement and assesses the quality of that plan. It helps
1dentify barriers, opportunities and priority actions for accelerating progress towards universal

hand hygiene, and drive investment to these.
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Summary on environment, climate change and health for WHO
representatives and other country staff

This summary is an introduction to support World Health Organization (WHO) representatives
and other country staff in their leadership and operational roles, and it provides an overview of

key opportunities and resources to improve health and to reduce environmental risks.
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WHO/Europe calls for urgent action on oral disease as highest rates
globally are recorded in European Region

A new report shows over half of all adults in the WHO European Region had a major oral disease

in 2019, the highest prevalence worldwide, and urges Member States to increase access to safe,


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-HEP-ECH-EHD-2023.2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-HEP-ECH-EHD-2023.2
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/325877
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/20-04-2023-who-europe-calls-for-urgent-action-on-oral-disease-as-highest-rates-globally-are-recorded-in-european-region
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/20-04-2023-who-europe-calls-for-urgent-action-on-oral-disease-as-highest-rates-globally-are-recorded-in-european-region

effective and affordable essential oral health care as part of universal health coverage.
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mRNA Technology Transfer Programme moves to the next phase of its
development

Inauguration of the mRNA technology Hub facility at Afrigen, South Africa..
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Governments hold third round of discussions on proposed amendments
to the International Health Regulations (2005)

Governments this week examined in detail more than a third of over 300 proposed amendments
to the WHO International Health Regulations 2005 (IHR).
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Seventy-sixth World Health Assembly
Executive Board, 153rd session
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World Malaria Day 2023

World Malaria Day 2023 will be marked under the theme “Time to deliver zero malaria: invest,
innovate, implement”. Within this theme, WHO will focus on the third “1” — implement — and
notably the critical importance of reaching marginalized populations with the tools and strategies
that are available today.
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Global partners announce a new effort — “The Big Catch-up” — to
vaccinate millions of children and restore immunization progress lost
during the pandemic

WHO, UNICEF, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, along with
Immunization Agenda 2030 and many other global and national health partners, are today
joining forces to call for “The Big Catch-up”, a targeted global effort to boost vaccination among

children following declines driven by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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WHO urges increased implementation of recommended tools to combat
malaria

Marking World Malaria Day, the World Health Organization (WHO) is issuing a call for increased

implementation of new and existing interventions to save lives from malaria.
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Framework and standards for country health information systems, 2nd
ed

The Health Metrics Network (HMN) is the first global health partnership that focuses on two

core requirements of health system strengthening in low and low-middle income countries.
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