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Vaccines could avert half a million deaths associated with anti-
microbial resistance a year

Globally there are 4.95 million deaths per year associated with antimicrobial resistance

(AMR). Low- and middle-income countries bear the burden of drug-resistant infections.
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Leadership Dialogue on Food Systems for People’s Nutrition and
Health

WHO, in collaboration with UNICEF, FAO and WFP organized the Leadership Dialogue on
Food Systems for People’s Nutrition and Health at the first United Nations Food Systems
Summit Stocktaking Moment (UNFSS+2) that took place from the 24-26th July 2023 in
Rome, Italy.
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Joint statement by UNICEF Executive Director and WHO Director-
General on the occasion of World Breastfeeding Week

This World Breastfeeding Week, under its theme, “Let’s make breastfeeding at work, work”—
UNICEF and WHO are emphasizing the need for greater breastfeeding support across all

workplaces to sustain and improve progress on breastfeeding rates globally.
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Governments hold fourth round of discussions on proposed
amendments to International Health Regulations (2005)

Governments last week continued their detailed examination of a significant number of the
over 300 proposed amendments to the WHO International Health Regulations 2005 (IHR).
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Seven out of 10 people protected by at least one tobacco control
measure

A new World Health Organization (WHO) report highlights that 5.6 billion people — 71% of
the world’s population — are now protected with at least one best practice policy to help save

lives from deadly tobacco — five times more than in 2007.
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Urban governance for health and well-being: A step-by-step
approach to operational research in cities

Building on good practices in the WHO Healthy Cities programme, this step-by-step
approach and the indicators developed allow for the establishment of diagnoses in cities and

monitoring of the performance of participatory governance for urban health and well-being.
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Candidates announced for election of next WHO Regional Director for
the Western Pacific

The names of the candidates for the election of the next World Health Organization (WHO)
Regional Director of the Western Pacific were sent overnight by WHO Director-General Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus to the Region’s Member States.
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Public Health Situation Analysis: El Nifio

This living document was prepared by the Department of Alert and Response Coordination
with inputs from relevant technical experts within WHO and partners. It may be updated

periodically based on changes in the situation and availability of new data.
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Standing recommendations for COVID-19 issued by the Director-
General of the World Health Organization (WHO) in accordance with
the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR)
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These standing recommendations are issued by the Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) in accordance with provisions of Articles 16 to 18, and 50 to 53 of the
International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR or Regulations).
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World Patient Safety Day 2023: Engaging Patients for Patient Safety

World Patient Safety Day 2023 will be observed on 17 September under the theme "Engaging
patients for patient safety", in recognition of the crucial role patients, families and caregivers
play in the safety of health care.
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Statement by Principals of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee

After 4 Months of War, Humanitarian Leaders Urge Action to End the Tragedy in Sudan
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Regional framework for reaching the unreached in the Western
Pacific (2022-2030)

The Regional Framework for Reaching the Unreached in the Western Pacific (2022-2030)
aims to support Member States in transforming their health systems and services to reach

everyone, everywhere. Reaching the unreached is a dynamic, evolving process that will
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require innovation.
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Infection prevention and control guideline for Ebola and Marburg
disease, August 2023

Ebola and Marburg disease outbreaks remain important public health threats. The newly
published WHO Infection prevention and control guideline for Ebola and Marburg disease
contains the Organization's most up to date recommendations for IPC measures to be
implemented in all health facilities when caring for people with, or managing outbreaks of]

Ebola or Marburg disease.
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Exposure to lead: a major public health concern, 3rd edition

Lead is a toxic metal whose widespread use has caused extensive environmental
contamination and health problems in many parts of the world. It is a cumulative toxicant
that affects multiple body systems, including the neurological, haematological,

gastrointestinal, cardiovascular and renal systems.
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EG.5 Initial Risk Evaluation, 9 August 2023

EG.5 1s a descendent lineage of XBB.1.9.2, which has the same spike amino acid profile as
XBB.1.5. EG.5 was first reported on 17 February 2023, and designated as a variant under
monitoring (VUM) on 19 July 2023. With this risk evaluation, we are designating EG.5 and

its sub-lineages as a variant of interest (VOI).
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Global partners commit to advance evidence-based traditional,
complementary and integrative medicine

The first-ever World Health Organization (WHQO) Traditional Medicine Global Summit
2023 closed on 18 August, with a strong commitment from the diverse and unique groups of

partners and stakeholders to harness the potential of the evidence-based traditional,
complementary and integrative medicine (TCIM) to improve progress towards universal
health coverage and Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 for the health and well-being of
people and the planet.
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WHO launches a new Global Initiative on Digital Health supported
by the G20 Presidency

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the G20 India presidency announced a
new Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH) today at the Health Minister’s Meeting of the
G20 Summit hosted by the Government of India.
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Alert on Afghanistan's Humanitarian Health Emergency

_The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a new Alert calling for increased
investment in healthcare service provision in Afghanistan, particularly in underserved areas

that are severely under-resourced and vulnerable due to the ongoing humanitarian crisis.
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Launch of the WHO Online Repository of Evidence-Informed
Decision-Making (EIDM) Tools

The WHO online repository of evidence-informed decision-making (EIDM) tools is the first of
its kind to highlight WHO tools and external tools utilized by WHO to facilitate knowledge

translation and partner organizations involved in planning, managing, monitoring, and

evaluating the process of evidence use and implementation.
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WHO Global water, sanitation and hygiene: Annual report 2022

This report summarizes the World Health Organization’s (WHO) global work on water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) during 2022. It describes how the Organization continued to
deliver its essential WASH programming as elaborated in its 2018—2025 strategy.
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The big catch-up in immunisation coverage after the COVID-19
pandemic: progress and challenges to achieving equitable recovery

Each year in mid-July WHO and UNICEF jointly release Estimates of National
Immunization Coverage (WUENIC) for 195 member states. These estimates are the
culmination of a comprehensive collection of essential health data, involving immunisation
staff in every country, with data validated against large scale surveys and events such as

vaccine stock-outs or other local service interruptions.
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New WHO Civil Society Commission to strengthen civil society
organizations’ role in accelerating progress in global health

WHO launched the WHO Civil Society Commission and held the inaugural meeting of its
Steering Committee in Geneva today.
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Statement of the Thirty-sixth Meeting of the Polio IHR Emergency
Committee

Although encouraged by the reported progress, the Committee unanimously agreed that the
risk of international spread of poliovirus still remains a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) and recommended the extension of Temporary
Recommendations for a further three months. The Committee considered the following

factors in reaching this conclusion:.
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WHO initiative signs new licensing agreements on COVID-19
technologies

The COVID-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP), a multi-stakeholder partnership to facilitate
sharing of intellectual property (IP), knowledge and innovations has announced three new
licensing agreements acquired through the Medicines Patent Pool (MPP)..
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