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Over 40 million health professionals demand bold health and climate
action at COP28

On the first-ever Health Day at a COP, more than 40 million health professionals from around
the globe joined the call to action by the World Health Organization (WHO) and civil society

organizations, to prioritize health in climate negotiations at COP28.
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41 funders, partners endorse new guiding principles for financing
climate and health solutions to protect health

A consortium of multilateral development banks and funders, countries and philanthropies

today published the Guiding Principles for Financing Climate and Health Solutions (“Guiding

Principles’), announced at the World Climate Action Summit during the 28th session of
Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC (COP28) in Dubai.
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GCF, UNDP and WHO join forces to ramp up climate health support for
developing countries

The Green Climate Fund (GCF), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the
World Health Organization (WHO) have launched an ambitious new initiative that will ramp up
support for developing countries to mitigate and respond to the impacts of climate change on
health in 14 countries in Africa, Asia and Southeastern Europe.
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WHO’s annual malaria report spotlights the growing threat of climate
change

Despite strides in expanding access to insecticide-treated nets and medicines to help prevent
malaria in young children and pregnant women, more people were getting sick with malaria,
according to a new report published by the World Health Organization (WHO).
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Building an effective infection prevention and control system in Japan: a
historical review

This report provides a historical review of how Japan established its infection prevention and
control (IPC) system, including what helped and hindered the process, and how the IPC system

became well rooted in the health system.
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International day of persons with disabilities 2023

3 December is International Day of Persons with Disabilities. On this Day, WHO joins partners
around the world to call for action to achieve the sustainable development goals (SDGs) for, with,
and by persons with disabilities.
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COP28 Health Day

COP28 UAE Presidency, in collaboration with WHO, the Wellcome Trust and partners, hosted the
first-ever Health Day at the COP28 UN Climate Conference which took place in Dubai, the UAE
from 30 November to 12 December 2023.
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JARC Monographs evaluate the carcinogenicity of perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS)

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the cancer agency of the World Health
Organization (WHO), has evaluated the carcinogenicity of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS).
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Global partners pledge US$ 777 million to combat neglected tropical
diseases

In a historic effort to combat neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) and improve the lives of 1.6 billion
people globally, partners pledged a ground-breaking US$ 777 million at the 2023 Reaching the Last
Mile (RLM) Forum.
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New WHO manual aims to curb dangerous speeding on the world’s roads

The World Health Organization [WHO] and partners launched a revised manual to help curb the

scourge of road traffic deaths and injuries through managing speed on the world’s roads today.
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WHO calls on countries to increase taxes on alcohol and sugary sweetened
beverages

The World Health Organization (WHO) is releasing today new data that show a low global rate of

taxes being applied to unhealthy products such as alcohol and sugary sweetened beverages (SSBs).
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Reflections from the second World Local Production Forum, November
2023

The global health landscape faced unprecedented challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic,
revealing the urgent need for enhanced production capacity, diversified supply chains, and
equitable access to health products. In response to this demand, the World Local Production Forum
(WLPF) was initiated, aligning with World Health Assembly resolution WHA74.6, to spearhead

coordinated efforts in strengthening local production and facilitating technology transfer.
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Universal Health Coverage Day 2023

On Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day 2023, global partners and communities are marking
the campaign under the overall theme of " Health For All: Time for action". In WHO, we're calling
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for specific actions focused on health systems resilience and here's why:
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More than a third of women experience lasting health problems after
childbirth, new research shows

Every year, at least 40 million women are likely to experience a long-term health problem caused

by childbirth, according to a new study published today in The Lancet Global Health.

24D 3 D 1 Bl EHHERICER EDREZZER

S oty b - OO0 UNLRGCHRERSNZH UWARC LD & BF, D<K ES 4,000 AA
DN EEZRR &I 2 RENQMEREIBEZRR I Dugeth'dsd E L TULET,
FEEIROERICET BHFRIS U —XD—EPTH D DAL, HEZMDBANSHECHEDIFRET
BDEREIROBIEARETNC EZRUTVET,

EETMD 3 70D 1 ULk (35%) WEEBELUTWVWDMHRE. IERE (32% ) AIF%KZE (19%) .
PRAEEE (8~31% ) . A& (9~24% ) . 15D (11~17% ) . RI2EHE (11 % ) . HER
ME ( 6~15% ) . HHRMEARE (11 % ) RETT,

Z< DERKEE. HEZRVE. BSANCEEARNICE. THEOEBLEEICZRREREEIESL
TULWBN., ZENSEFEAEEBNHTESN, B/NRaEEN. BMRESNTUET,
FERFETCZERS T2 (E. BENBEMEZNERERIZIT TR, ABYOS I 24 -DOFRNE, &
BHNES, K&, B4 BRIEUXD, EH0PHEADRERE. WHORRICHEZS X DKDILER


https://www.who.int/news/item/07-12-2023-more-than-a-third-of-women-experience-lasting-health-problems-after-childbirth
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-12-2023-more-than-a-third-of-women-experience-lasting-health-problems-after-childbirth
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(23)00454-0/fulltext

B 20 FfE 185 HEF 121 HENMEERIETC ORIV ZAE AESED LN TERN DO TZD
(F. CDKDSBANZEBADRELORINNERTH D, LEWHXIFERLTNET,

2023412 A 14 H

Governments continue discussions on pandemic agreement negotiating
text

Governments continued their work to negotiate and draft an agreement to strengthen global
pandemic prevention, preparedness and response to prevent a repeat of the health, social and

economic impacts that were caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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France signs agreements to support WHO's work

His Excellency Jérome Bonnafont, Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations in
Geneva, and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General, today signed several

funding agreements totaling € 25.5 million to support critical health priorities.
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The Quadripartite launches a guide to support countries implement One
Health approach

The Quadripartite Collaboration on One Health releases - The guide to Implementing the One

Health Joint Plan of Action at National Level (the Guide)to support countries to strengthen their

One Health actions.
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Financing, stages of alert for potential pandemics among the issues
debated in sixth meeting of WGIHR

WHO Member States this week continued their negotiations on proposals for amendments to the
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International Health Regulations (IHR), with extensive discussion on financing for preparedness
and response to health emergencies, as one of the areas of common interest to the

Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB).
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WHO’s Executive Board adopts resolution on access for life-saving aid
into Gaza and respect for laws of war

In a special session held today in Geneva, WHO’s Executive Board adopted a resolution aimed at
addressing the catastrophic humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip. The resolution was

adopted by consensus.
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WHO releases guidelines on chronic low back pain

The World Health Organization (WHO) is releasing its first-ever guidelines on managing chronic

low back pain (LBP) in primary and community care settings, listing interventions for health
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1 in 5 people in the Western Pacific face catastrophic health expenses
each year

All countries have committed to achieve UHC as part of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG 3). However, a new World Health Organization (WHO) report finds that while access to
essential health services like antenatal care and management of infectious diseases has increased

over the past two decades, it has come at a high cost to families in the Western Pacific Region.
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Future surveillance for epidemic and pandemic diseases: a 2023
perspective

This report reflects the input and advice on future surveillance of leading experts with different
skills, worldviews and experiences who share a commitment to better prepare for future

infectious hazards. It charts a course towards future surveillance and collaborative action.
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Universal Health Coverage Day 2023 focuses on building resilience of
health systems

On Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day, WHO is calling on governments to prioritize
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investments in building resilient health systems to safeguard the health and well-being of all

people, everywhere.
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A checklist for respiratory pathogen pandemic preparedness planning

This checklist is an operational tool to help national authorities develop or revise national
respiratory pathogen (inclusive of influenza and coronaviruses) pandemic preparedness plans. It
presents suggested priority actions that countries can take now in order to be better prepared for

a pandemic.
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Interagency Integrated Triage Tool

Acuity-based triage is the action of sorting and prioritizing patients based on the estimation of
their urgency for intervention. This is used as the basis for identification of those patients who

require immediate medical intervention and those who can safely wait.
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New Technical Advisory Group on Embedding Ethics in Health and
Climate Change Policy (TAG-Ethics & Climate Health)

The WHO recognises climate change as the biggest health threat facing humanity; it has the
potential to undermine decades of progress in global health. The World Health Organization’s
primary role is to direct and coordinate international health through six core functions, one of

which is “articulating ethical and evidence-based policy options.”
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Health service quality must be a priority, not an afterthought: New
Collection on quality of care

Countries need to ensure continuous attention to the quality of their healthcare services,

including during emergencies, contends a new Collection of articles launched today in the British

Medical Journal (BMJ). The authors call for greater investment and political attention to quality

1ssues — not just access - as a cornerstone of universal health coverage.
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WHO calls on governments for urgent action to invest in Universal
Health Coverage

The World Health Organization (WHO) has published the 2023 global health expenditure report,
which sheds new light on the evolution of global health spending at the height of the COVID-19

pandemic..
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WHO’s Science Council issues report on mRNA vaccine technology

Prompted by the life-saving impact of messenger ribonucleic acid (nRNA) vaccines during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Science Council has released a
report reviewing the potential benefits and limitations of mRNA vaccine technology.
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Despite notable progress, road safety remains urgent global issue

The latest WHO global status report on road safety 2023 shows that, since 2010, road traffic
deaths have fallen by 5% to 1.19 million annually. Yet, road crashes remain a persistent global
health crisis, with pedestrians, cyclists and other vulnerable road users facing an acute and

rising risk of death..
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Urgent action needed to protect children and prevent the uptake of e-
cigarettes

E-cigarettes as consumer products are not shown to be effective for quitting tobacco use at the

population level. Instead, alarming evidence has emerged on adverse population health effects.
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WHO officially recognizes noma as a neglected tropical disease

In a pivotal move towards addressing one of the world’s most underrecognized health challenges,
the World Health Organization (WHO) today announced the inclusion of noma (cancrum oris or

gangrenous stomatitis) in its official list of neglected tropical diseases (NTDs)..
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COVID-19 vaccinations shift to regular immunization as COVAX draws
to a close

COVAX, the multilateral mechanism for equitable global access to COVID-19 vaccines launched

in 2020, will draw to a close on 31 December..
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-12-2023-who-officially-recognizes-noma-as-a-neglected-tropical-disease
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-12-2023-covid-19-vaccinations-shift-to-regular-immunization-as-covax-draws-to-a-close
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New South-South health cooperation initiative launched linking Africa
and the Caribbean

The Health Development Partnership for Africa and the Caribbean (HeDPAC), a new initiative to
strengthen South-South health cooperation between Africa and the Caribbean, was launched
today.
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WHO and UNICEF publish new psychological intervention to support
adolescents and their caregivers

The World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF have published a new psychological
intervention, Early Adolescent Skills for Emotions (EASE), to support adolescents affected by
distress and their caregivers.


https://www.who.int/news/item/19-12-2023-new-south-south-health-cooperation-initiative-launched-linking-africa-and-the-caribbean
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-12-2023-new-south-south-health-cooperation-initiative-launched-linking-africa-and-the-caribbean
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-12-2023-who-and-unicef-publish-new-psychological-intervention-to-support-adolescents-and-their-caregivers
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-12-2023-who-and-unicef-publish-new-psychological-intervention-to-support-adolescents-and-their-caregivers
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240082755
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50th anniversary of the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI)

The Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI), an initiative launched by the World Health

Organization in 1974, stands as a global endeavor to ensure equitable access to life-saving
vaccines for every child, regardless of their geographic location or socioeconomic status. Over the
past five decades, the EPI has evolved and achieved remarkable milestones that reshaped the
global health landscape..
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World Leprosy Day 2024

World Leprosy Day (WLD) is celebrated on the last Sunday of January.

The theme for World Leprosy Day 2024 is “Ending Stigma, Embracing Dignity”. This theme

encapsulates the dual objectives of the day: to eradicate the stigma associated with leprosy and to


https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/01/01/default-calendar/50th-anniversary-of-the-expanded-programme-on-immunization-(epi)
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/essential-programme-on-immunization
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/01/28/default-calendar/world-leprosy-day-2024

promote the dignity of people affected by the disease..
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Lethal combination of hunger and disease to lead to more deaths in Gaza

Hunger is ravaging Gaza, and this is expected to increase illness across the Strip, most acutely

among children, pregnant and breastfeeding women, and older people.

In new estimates released today, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) global
partnership, which includes WHO, said Gaza is facing “catastrophic levels of food insecurity,”
with the risk of famine “increasing each day.”
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https://www.who.int/news/item/21-12-2023-lethal-combination-of-hunger-and-disease-to-lead-to-more-deaths-in-gaza
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Statement following the Thirty-seventh Meeting of the IHR Emergency
Committee for Polio

The Committee unanimously agreed that the risk of international spread of poliovirus still
remains a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) and recommended its

extension and that of the Temporary Recommendations for a further three months.
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Global health achievements 2023

In 2023, we celebrated 75 years of the World Health Organization (WHO). It was a year to reflect
on 75 years of global health achievements, while facing the multiple and complex challenges

affecting our health today.
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Looking ahead: 2024

In 2024 we will take further steps towards a healthier, safer and fairer world.
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WHO prequalifies a second malaria vaccine, a significant milestone in
prevention of the disease

WHO has added the R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine to its list of prequalified vaccines..
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Dengue- Global situation

The global incidence of dengue has markedly increased over the past two decades, posing a
substantial public health challenge. From 2000 to 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO)
documented a ten-fold surge in reported cases worldwide increasing from 500 000 to 5.2 million.
The year 2019 marked an unprecedented peak, with reported instances spreading across 129

countries.
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WHO Director-General Dr Tedros end of 2023 message: Keeping the
hope for health alive

2023 was a year of milestones and challenges in global public health.
But 2023 has also been a year of immense and avoidable suffering and threats to health.
But 2024 offers a unique opportunity to address these gaps.
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