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WHO’s operational handbook on tuberculosis infection prevention
and control

The World Health Organization (WHO) is releasing an operational handbook on tuberculosis

(TB) infection prevention and control, providing practical advice to complement its evidence-

based guidelines.
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One in three men worldwide are infected with genital human
papillomavirus

A new study has been published in The Lancet Global Health showing that almost 1 in 3
men over the age of 15 are infected with at least one genital human papillomavirus (HPV)

type, and 1 in 5 are infected with one or more of what are known as high risk, or oncogenic,
HPV types.
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World Sexual Health Day

WHO recognizes every person’s right to sexual well-being. The theme of World Sexual Health
Day this year is ‘Consent!’, recognizing the importance of consent and mutual respect when it

comes to sexual encounters.
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Unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene: a persistent health burden

An editorial in the September 2023 WHO Bulletin highlights the persistent health risks of
inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH). WHO estimates that up to 1.4 million

deaths annually could be averted with better access to these essential services.
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WHO launches groundbreaking air pollution training for health
workers on International Day of Clean Air

In a landmark collaboration with over 30 international experts, the World Health
Organization (WHO) has developed the first Air Pollution and Health Training
toolkit (APHT), specifically tailored for health workers to be unveiled at the end of 2023.
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UN New Special magazine features the Health4Life Fund

Health4Life Fund (H4LF) is a bold new United Nations multi-partner trust fund working
with low- and middle-income countries to scale up domestic action on non-communicable
diseases and mental health that will reduce associated premature loss of life, undue

suffering, and detrimental socio-economic impacts.
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World Suicide Prevention Day 2023

Suicide is a major public health problem with far-reaching social, emotional and economic
consequences. It is estimated that there are currently more than 700 000 suicides per year
worldwide, and we know that each suicide profoundly affects many more people.
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UN General Assembly High-Level Meetings on health 2023

The UN General Assembly will convene three High-Level Meetings on health during its 78th
session (UNGA 78) in New York in September 2023. These present a historic opportunity for
world leaders to place health back on the high-level political agenda as they recommit to
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ending tuberculosis (TB), delivering universal health coverage (UHC) and strengthening

pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response.
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World Mental Health Day 2023

World Mental Health Day 2023 is an opportunity for people and communities to unite behind
the theme ‘Mental health is a universal human right” to improve knowledge, raise awareness
and drive actions that promote and protect everyone’s mental health as a universal human
right.
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New courses on OpenWHO this month
We are pleased to announce the following courses that were recently made available:
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World Rabies Day 2023

28 September this year will mark the 17th World Rabies Day. This year’s theme ‘All for 1,
One Health for all’ highlights that One Health is not for a selected few but for everyone.
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INB Bureau to develop a proposal for negotiating text of the pandemic
accord

The Drafting Group of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB) to draft and negotiate
a WHO convention, agreement or other international instrument on pandemic prevention,
preparedness and response (WHO CA+) held discussions and informal meetings from 4 — 6

September 2023 in order to advance work on a pandemic accord.
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Unprecedented focus on global public health at UN General Assembly

WHO urges world leaders to commit to progress on pandemic prevention, preparedness and

response and to secure health for all, end TB, and reinvigorate SDGs
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WHO, WIPO, WTO renew commitment to support integrated solutions
to global health challenges

At their third meeting since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Directors-General of
WHO, WIPO and WTO agreed to shift the focus of trilateral cooperation from the response to
the COVID-19 pandemic to increasing and broadening support for more effective and
sustainable use of TRIPS flexibilities to increase access to health technologies and to be

better prepared for future pandemics.
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WHO launches new resources on prevention and decriminalization of
suicide

Today the World Health Organization (WHO) launches two resources designed to strengthen

suicide prevention efforts: Preventing suicide: a resource for media professionals (2023

update) and a policy brief on the health aspects of decriminalization of suicide and suicide
attempts.
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Billions left behind on the path to universal health coverage

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank have jointly published the 2023
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Global Monitoring Report, revealing an alarming
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stagnation in the progress towards providing people everywhere with quality, affordable, and

accessible health care.
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ILO/IAPB Eye health and the world of work

A new report developed by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and
the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) was launched on the 5th of
September at a live streamed event attended by ILO, IAPB and WHO representatives,

among others.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-09-2023-ilo-iapb-eye-health-and-the-world-of-work
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---safework/documents/publication/wcms_892937.pdf
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Global stakeholders agree to a new charter on patient safety rights

The WHO-hosted global conference on patient safety and patient engagement concluded

yesterday with agreement across a broad range of stakeholders on a first-ever Patient safety

rights charter.
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Dead bodies from natural disasters and conflict do not generally pose
health risks, Red Cross and WHO say

Amid devastating loss of life due to disasters and conflict, there is often unfounded fear and
misunderstanding concerning the dead. It is therefore important that communities have the
tools and information they need to manage dead bodies safely and with dignity. This is in
part to help survivors along the path to recovery, the International Federation of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and the World Health Organization (WHO) said today.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/14-09-2023-global-stakeholders-agree-to-a-new-charter-on-patient-safety-rights
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2023/09/12/default-calendar/who-global-conference--engaging-patients-for-patient-safety
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-09-2023-dead-bodies-from-natural-disasters-and-conflict-do-not-generally-pose-health-risks--red-cross-and-who-say
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-09-2023-dead-bodies-from-natural-disasters-and-conflict-do-not-generally-pose-health-risks--red-cross-and-who-say
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New report highlights neglected health needs of children with
developmental disabilities

A new report published today by the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF
highlights the global prevalence of developmental disabilities among children and young
people, shedding light on the urgent action needed to address disparities in their access to

healthcare, health outcomes, and exposure to social determinants such as poverty.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-09-2023-new-reports-highlights-neglected-health-needs-of-children-with-developmental-disabilities
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-09-2023-new-reports-highlights-neglected-health-needs-of-children-with-developmental-disabilities
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First WHO report details devastating impact of hypertension and
ways to stop 1t

The World Health Organization (WHO) released its first-ever report on the devastating
global impact of high blood pressure, along with recommendations on the ways to win the

race against this silent killer.
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WHO health supplies arrive in Libya as part of intensified response
to devastating floods

Today, 29 metric tonnes of health supplies arrived in Benghazi, Libya, from the WHO Global
Logistics Hub in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.


https://www.who.int/news/item/19-09-2023-first-who-report-details-devastating-impact-of-hypertension-and-ways-to-stop-it
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-09-2023-first-who-report-details-devastating-impact-of-hypertension-and-ways-to-stop-it
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-health-supplies-arrive-in-libya-as-part-of-intensified-response-to-devastating-floods.html
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-health-supplies-arrive-in-libya-as-part-of-intensified-response-to-devastating-floods.html
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WHO welcomes historic commitment by world leaders for greater
collaboration, governance and investment to prevent, prepare for and
respond to future pandemics

The World Health Organization welcomed today’s historic commitment shown by global
leaders, at the United Nations General Assembly, to strengthen the international
cooperation, coordination, governance and investment needed to prevent a repeat of the
devastating health and socioeconomic impact caused by COVID-19, make the world better
prepared for future pandemic, and get back on track to achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/20-09-2023-who-welcomes-historic-commitment-by-world-leaders-for-greater-collaboration--governance-and-investment-to-prevent--prepare-for-and-respond-to-future-pandemics
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-09-2023-who-welcomes-historic-commitment-by-world-leaders-for-greater-collaboration--governance-and-investment-to-prevent--prepare-for-and-respond-to-future-pandemics
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-09-2023-who-welcomes-historic-commitment-by-world-leaders-for-greater-collaboration--governance-and-investment-to-prevent--prepare-for-and-respond-to-future-pandemics
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WHO Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer on the path to bridging
the Survival Gap and attaining Universal Health Coverage: a 5-Year
Review

The World Health Organization (WHO), alongside St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (St.
Jude) and global partners, launched the Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer (referred to
as the Initiative) at the United Nations General Assembly during the Third High-level

Meeting on Noncommunicable Diseases in September 2018.
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/GICC-a-5-year-review
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/GICC-a-5-year-review
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/GICC-a-5-year-review
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UNHCR, WHO warn of deteriorating health conditions as 1200
children die of suspected measles, malnutrition in Sudan

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and the World Health Organization (WHO) are again

sounding the alarm on the worsening health situation caused by the Sudan crisis.
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Global mapping report on multisectoral actions to strengthen the
prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases and mental
health conditions: experiences from around the world

This report describes the experiences of different countries, areas and territories in
implementing multisectoral actions to tackle NCDs and is the first step to address their

request for an analysis of such efforts.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/19-09-2023-unhcr--who-warn-of-deteriorating-health-conditions-as-1-200-children-die-of-suspected-measles--malnutrition-in-sudan
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-09-2023-unhcr--who-warn-of-deteriorating-health-conditions-as-1-200-children-die-of-suspected-measles--malnutrition-in-sudan
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240074255
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240074255
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240074255
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World leaders commit to redouble efforts towards universal health
coverage by 2030

Today, at the United Nations (UN) General Assembly High-Level Meeting, world leaders
have approved a new Political Declaration on “Universal Health Coverage (UHC): expanding

our ambition for health and well-being in a post-COVID world”.
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World leaders commit to new targets to end TB

World leaders at the United Nations General Assembly’s High-Level Meeting on Tuberculosis
have approved a Political Declaration with ambitious new targets for the next five years to

advance the global efforts towards ending the TB epidemic.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/21-09-2023-world-leaders-commit-to-redouble-efforts-towards-universal-health-coverage-by-2030
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-09-2023-world-leaders-commit-to-redouble-efforts-towards-universal-health-coverage-by-2030
https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/09/UHC-Final-Text.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-09-2023-world-leaders-commit-to-new-targets-to-end-tb
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New analysis confirms world seeing an upsurge of cholera

Comprehensive cholera statistics for 2022, published by WHO today, shed light on the scale

and extent of the ongoing cholera upsurge.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/22-09-2023-new-analysis-confirms-world-seeing-an-upsurge-of-cholera
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/372986
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WHO releases step by step guide to help countries develop their
national genomic surveillance strategy for pathogens with pandemic
and epidemic potential

Did you know that by 31 December 2022, 84% (163 of 194) of WHO Member States have
sequencing capability for SARS-CoV-2? This represents a 568% increase (from 103 to 163) in
the proportion of Member States with sequencing capability between February 2021 and
December 2022.
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Electrical/electronic waste and children's health: training for health
care providers, 2nd ed

Internationally harmonized modules on key issues for paediatricians and paediatric nurses,

family and public health professionals.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/22-09-2023-WHO-releases-step-by-step-guide-to-help-countries-develop-their-national-genomic-surveillance-strategy-for-pathogens-with-pandemic-and-epidemic-potential
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-09-2023-WHO-releases-step-by-step-guide-to-help-countries-develop-their-national-genomic-surveillance-strategy-for-pathogens-with-pandemic-and-epidemic-potential
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Launch of WHO tool for benchmarking ethics oversight of health-
related research involving human participants

WHO is pleased to launch the WHO tool for benchmarking ethics oversight of health-related

research involving human participants.
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Ground-breaking research series on health benefits of the arts

WHO and the Jameel Arts & Health Lab have announced a forthcoming Lancet Global
Series on the health benefits of the arts.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/25-09-2023-launch-of-who-tool-for-benchmarking-ethics-oversight-of-health-related-research-involving-human-participants
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)01959-1/fulltext
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UNGA 78 side event: "Building a Common Safer Future: Timely and
Equitable Access to Medical Countermeasures against Pandemic
Threats”

On 22 September, alongside the 78th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, WHO
hosted the event "Building a Common Safer Future: Timely and Equitable Access to Medical
Countermeasures (MCMs) Against Pandemic Threats” in New York City.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/26-09-2023-unga-78-side-event-building-a-common-safer-future-timely-and-equitable-access-to-medical-countermeasures-against-pandemic-threats
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New electronic WHOQO Prequalification System (ePQS) Portal set to
launch by January 2024

A platform for the processing of Prequalification Information for medicines, diagnostics,
vector control products, vaccines, immunization devices, quality control laboratories and
inspections has been successfully developed for PQ users with WHO ready to open the ePQ

system (ePQS) portal to manufacturers and other external users by 1st of January 2024.
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