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2023: outbreaks of avian influenza

The diversity of zoonotic influenza viruses that caused human infections in 2023 is alarming and
infections of some types of zoonotic influenza viruses caused severe disease with a high mortality
rate.
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Influenza Health Worker Vaccination Programmes: Platforms for
Pandemic Preparedness

Globally, countries have most frequently reported vaccinating HWs against hepatitis B, seasonal
influenza and measle.
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Updated public health resource pack for countries experiencing outbreaks
of influenza in animals published

Human infections with animal influenza viruses, though rare, have been reported sporadically.
Recently, there have been increasing reports of deadly outbreaks among mammals with mainly
influenza A(H5N1) viruses.
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Promoting a risk-based approach for the regulatory oversight of vaccines
used in pandemics

Global guidelines on regulatory preparedness for pandemic influenza vaccines have been revised to
strengthen the regulating of vaccines risk-based approaches to vaccine regulation in the event of a

pandemic.
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WHO publishes new guidelines on hepatitis B

WHO has released new Guidelines on prevention, diagnosis and treatment of chronic hepatitis B
(HBV) infection at the 2024 Asian Pacific Conference for the Study of Liver Disease (APASL) in
Kyoto, Japan.
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WHO Member States agree to resume negotiations aimed at finalizing the
world’s first pandemic agreement

WHO Member States agreed to resume negotiations aimed at finalizing a pandemic agreement
during 29 April to 10 May.
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Faith-based partners voice support for pandemic accord

Faith communities and faith-based organizations (FBOs) are integral to the provision of
comprehensive health care in many countries, including national responses to pandemics. In some

countries, a significant proportion of healthcare is delivered by FBOs.
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Key messages World Health Day 2024
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Yemen conflict enters 10th year with over 17 million people in need of
health aid

The conflict in Yemen enters its 10th year today, with over half of the country’s population in

desperate need of aid and an estimated 17.8 million people requiring health assistance, 50% of
them children.
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WHO unvelils a digital health promoter harnessing generative Al for
public health

Ahead of World Health Day, focused on ‘My Health, My Right’, the World Health Organization
(WHO) announces the launch of S.A.R.A.H., a digital health promoter prototype with enhanced

empathetic response powered by generative artificial intelligence (AI).
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New WHO guidance promotes fair and ethical management of
international health worker migration

Today during World Health Worker Week, the World Health Organization (WHO) published

guidance on Bilateral agreements on health worker migration and mobility..
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Strategy for optimizing national routine health information systems:
strengthening routine health information systems to deliver primary
health care and universal health coverage

The Strategy for optimising National Routine Health Information Systems is part of the World
Health SCORE (Survey, Count, Optimize, Review, Enable) for Health Data Technical Package to
strengthen country health data systems and capacity to generate and use the information for

health service management and monitoring of national and global targets.
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Six months of war leave Al-Shifa hospital in ruins, WHO mission reports

A WHO-led multi-agency mission accessed Al-Shifa Hospital in north Gaza on 5 April to conduct a
preliminary assessment of the extent of destruction and identify needs to guide future efforts to

restore the facility.
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WHO calls for action to uphold right to health amidst inaction, injustice
and crises

To mark World Health Day (7 April), the World Health Organization (WHO) is running the “My

health, my right” campaign to champion the right to health of everyone, everywhere.
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Global deployment of rapid diagnostic tests to boost fight against cholera

The arrival of rapid diagnostic test (RDT) kits for cholera in Malawi today signals the start of a
global programme that will see more than 1.2 million tests distributed to 14 countries at high risk

for cholera over the next several months.
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The Self-Care Wheel: an award-winning innovation to advance sexual and
reproductive health and rights

The Self-Care Wheel, which recently won the World Health Organization (WHO) internal Director-
General’s Excellence Award for Innovation 2023, is now set to help demystify self-care and increase

understanding of WHO’s recommended self-care interventions in several countries.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/05-04-2024-global-deployment-of-rapid-diagnostic-tests-to-boost-fight-against-cholera
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2024-the-self-care-wheel-an-award-winning-innovation-to-advance-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2024-the-self-care-wheel-an-award-winning-innovation-to-advance-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights
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New law and policy portal launched to advance implementation of the
Global health and care workers compact

Today the World Health Organization and the O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health

Law at Georgetown University released the Global health and care worker law and policy lab, a

digital platform and tool to advance implementation of the Global health and care worker compact.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2024-20240405_carecompact_portal
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2024-20240405_carecompact_portal
https://www.hcwpolicylab.org/
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240073852
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Amid the escalating impact of antimicrobial resistance, the Global
Leaders Group calls on UN Member States to take bold and specific action

AMR is already a leading cause of death globally, directly responsible for 1.27 million deaths
annually, one in five of which occur in children under the age of five, mainly in low- and middle-

income countries.
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Protecting people from health emergencies: a critical pillar in WHO’s
Fourteenth General Programme of Work

WHO’s Fourteenth General Programme of Work (GPW 14), which is currently under development,
will set a high-level roadmap for global health and guide the Organization’s work from 2025 to
2028.
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https://www.amrleaders.org/news-and-events/news/item/03-04-2024-amid-the-escalating-impact-of-antimicrobial-resistance-the-global-leaders-group-calls-on-un-member-states-to-take-bold-and-specific-action
https://www.amrleaders.org/news-and-events/news/item/03-04-2024-amid-the-escalating-impact-of-antimicrobial-resistance-the-global-leaders-group-calls-on-un-member-states-to-take-bold-and-specific-action
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/emergencies/who_wou_march_2024.pdf?sfvrsn=4da0e83_1&download=true
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/emergencies/who_wou_march_2024.pdf?sfvrsn=4da0e83_1&download=true
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WHO sounds alarm on viral hepatitis infections claiming 3500 lives each
day

According to the World Health Organization (WHO) 2024 Global Hepatitis Report, the number of

lives lost due to viral hepatitis is increasing. The disease is the second leading infectious cause of

death globally -- with 1.3 million deaths per year, the same as tuberculosis, a top infectious killer.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2024-who-sounds-alarm-on-viral-hepatitis-infections-claiming-3500-lives-each-day
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2024-who-sounds-alarm-on-viral-hepatitis-infections-claiming-3500-lives-each-day
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240091672
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WHO announces forthcoming updates on co-administration of treatment
for drug-resistant tuberculosis and hepatitis C

In a Rapid Communication issued today, the World Health Organization (WHO) is announcing

updates on co-administration of treatment for drug-resistant tuberculosis and hepatitis C (HCV).
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WHO Youth Council urges parliamentarians to take action on universal
health coverage

On 25 March 2024, the WHO Youth Council represented by Kristina Almazidou presented a
letter to Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General and to Mr Chungong, Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) Secretary General, urging them to mobilize parliamentarians and

reinvigorate action towards Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
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https://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2024-who-announces-forthcoming-updates-on-co-administration-of-treatment-for-drug-resistant-tuberculosis-and-hepatitis-c
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2024-who-announces-forthcoming-updates-on-co-administration-of-treatment-for-drug-resistant-tuberculosis-and-hepatitis-c
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/B09017
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2024-who-youth-council-urges-parliamentarians-to-take-action-on-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2024-who-youth-council-urges-parliamentarians-to-take-action-on-universal-health-coverage
https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/4_News_and_events/2024/2024_FINAL_WHO_Youth_Council_letter_to_WHO_and_IPU_24march24.pdf
https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/4_News_and_events/2024/2024_FINAL_WHO_Youth_Council_letter_to_WHO_and_IPU_24march24.pdf
https://www.who.int/initiatives/who-youth-engagement/who-youth-council
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Statement following the Thirty-eighth Meeting of the IHR Emergency
Committee for Polio

Based on the current situation regarding WPV1 and ¢VDPVs, and the reports provided by affected
countries, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s assessment and on 28 March 2024
determined that the poliovirus situation continues to constitute a PHEIC with respect to WPV1
and cVDPV.
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In world first, Nigeria introduces new 5-1n-1 vaccine against meningitis

In a historic move, Nigeria has become the first country in the world to roll out a new vaccine
(called Men5CV) recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO), which protects people

against five strains of the meningococcus bacteria..
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https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2024-statement-following-the-thirty-eighth-meeting-of-the-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2024-statement-following-the-thirty-eighth-meeting-of-the-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-04-2024-in-world-first--nigeria-introduces-new-5-in-1-vaccine-against-meningitis

VEEE., 70U DT THRESNCBIRRDOERIERIZIE 50 % BRABLFEL.

FAZTUTIE. TITUBBBRERAN)L S EMFEENDHS(CMIE T D, 77 DORIRXEBELE 26
HEOVEDTY., FAZTUTIE BEEXRE (Neisseria meningitidis) MEEF C D7 I
AONFEL. 2023F 108 1BN52024 % 38 11 HOMIC, T4 UTF 36 MDD5 7 M
T. WEEREH 101 FlESORERXZECVVGES] 1742 FIEFETE 153 AZHUELU

COMEGBNRT ORI LA OB\ DZH, 2024 & 3 B 25 BMNS 28 HICHF T, 1 ~ 29
D 100 A AU EERRE U UWBIER D OF 8EF v > R— RSN E L.

2024424 A 15 H

Enhancing Global Health and Well-Being: WHO and the Netherlands
strengthen their Partnership

The WHO and the Netherlands convened in The Hague on 10 April 2024, to discuss joint priorities
and alignment between the Dutch Global Health Strategy and WHO’s key strategic goals, marking
a new milestone in their longstanding partnership.
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Challenging harmful masculinities and engaging men and boys in sexual
and reproductive health

More research is needed to address the impact of harmful masculinities on sexual and reproductive
health and rights (SRHR), according to a new priority research agenda drawing on a global survey
of researchers that was published today in The Lancet Global Health.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/12-04-2024-enhancing-global-health-and-well-being--who-and-the-netherlands-strengthen-their-partnership
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-04-2024-enhancing-global-health-and-well-being--who-and-the-netherlands-strengthen-their-partnership
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-04-2024-challenging-harmful-masculinities-and-engaging-men-and-boys-in-sexual-and-reproductive-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-04-2024-challenging-harmful-masculinities-and-engaging-men-and-boys-in-sexual-and-reproductive-health
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanXXX/article/PIIS2214-109X(24)00053-6/fulltext

Reproductive Health and Rights : SRHR) (CKk(FT [E&KkIFFTESULE (harmful masculinities) |

AT Bz, KDZELDARMRETHDCEMN,. Sty b - JO—/ULANLAGEICHE
B SNITHFRRARERE (CE D <HTL/MBEMFRFE (RSN TUVET,

FEYERESR/RAETR SV D IZERITEZISINESE 2D TH(CH T IEENREECERE
BIERCUIEDTIRE. BERD T H—MREE. BRLRETLEPNER(CEEZE5ZFT. LM
U. <D SRHR TJOJSALCHBNT, 12— FEREET DHOBMEPCBROSEICET D
AR URUIEERENTEELUL

CDAFRERRE(IZ. SRHR (C &> TEEANRHERSE TH D, ¥l THEEDLDE EDRHEIDEE 4 Z 151
UEBRAORFE=ZE (ICPD PoA) @ 30 FAFZIEU TIERRSNE LT, ZHUL HAFRE. FEEIZR.
EHBRN 30 F(CHZDEDBATEE, BEPCBROSEICREATIMRZEREE L. FFRICMITT
SRH [CBIFTBDZ T > —FERMET DIHDBEEEZRUIZEDTT,

2024424 A 15 H

World Chagas Disease Day 2024: urging early diagnosis and care for life

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), an estimated 6—7 million people worldwide
are infected with Trypanosoma cruzi, the parasite that causes Chagas disease, leading to some
12 000 deaths every year..
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The Quadripartite organizations announce the second Term members of
its One Health High-Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP)

Following a public call for experts, the Quadripartite organizations today announced the Members
of the One Health High-Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP) for Term II.



https://www.who.int/news/item/11-04-2024-world-chagas-disease-day-2024-urging-early-diagnosis-and-care-for-life
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2024-the-quadripartite-organizations-announce-the-second-term-members-of-its-one-health-high-level-expert-panel-(ohhlep)
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2024-the-quadripartite-organizations-announce-the-second-term-members-of-its-one-health-high-level-expert-panel-(ohhlep)
https://www.who.int/groups/one-health-high-level-expert-panel/ohhlep-term-2
https://www.who.int/groups/one-health-high-level-expert-panel/ohhlep-term-2
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Special programme on sexual and reproductive health reports on vear of
progress

The HRP annual report 2023 highlights the programme’s key achievements in the past year, and

points to major ongoing research that will be completed in the next few years. Significant

contributions by HRP to global research and guidance in 2023 include the following:
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Statement on the outcomes of the ICMRA-WHO joint workshop on
COVID-19 vaccines strain change

The report of the workshop on COVID-19 vaccine strain updates, organised by the International
Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities ICMRA) and the World Health Organization (WHO)
has been published today.
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WHO announces Health for All Film Festival shortlist and jury

More than 900 filmmakers from 110 countries have submitted short films for the 5th edition of
the WHO Health for All Film Festival on themes ranging from climate change, refugees, tobacco,

and gender-based violence. Some 60 films have been selected for the shortlist, for review by a jury
of international artists and health experts, before the announcement of the winners on 26 May
2024.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2024-statement-on-the-outcomes-of-the-icmra-who-joint-workshop-on-covid-19-vaccines-strain-change
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-04-2024-who-announces-health-for-all-film-festival-shortlist-and-jury
https://www.who.int/initiatives/health-for-all-film-festival
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WHO prequalifies new oral simplified vaccine for cholera

A new oral vaccine for cholera has received prequalification by the World Health Organization
(WHO) on 12 April. The inactivated oral vaccine Euvichol-S has a similar efficacy to existing
vaccines but a simplified formulation, allowing opportunities to rapidly increase production

capacity.
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Leading health agencies outline updated terminology for pathogens that
transmit through the air

Following consultation with public health agencies and experts, the World Health Organization
(WHO) publishes a global technical consultation report introducing updated terminology for
pathogens that transmit through the air.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-who-prequalifies-new-oral-simplified-vaccine-for-cholera
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-leading-health-agencies-outline-updated-terminology-for-pathogens-that-transmit-through-the-air
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-leading-health-agencies-outline-updated-terminology-for-pathogens-that-transmit-through-the-air
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WHO launches first ever Patient Safety Rights Charter

Today, WHO launched a Patient Safety Rights Charter at the Global Ministerial Summit on
Patient Safety.
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Sudan emergency

Since April 2023, intense fighting in Sudan has led to violence leaving 11 million people in need of
urgent health care.


https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-who-launches-first-ever-patient-safety-rights-charter
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/sudan-emergency
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World Malaria Day 2024

In recent years, progress in reducing malaria has ground to a standstill. Not only does malaria

continue to directly endanger health and cost lives, but it also perpetuates a vicious cycle of
inequity. People living in the most vulnerable situations including pregnant women, infants,
children under 5 years of age, refugees, migrants, internally displaced people, and Indigenous

Peoples continue to be disproportionately impacted.
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World Immunization Week 2024

The global vaccine drives of the second half of the 20th century are one of humanity’s greatest

achievements.
Immunization campaigns have enabled us to eradicate smallpox, nearly defeat polio, and ensure

more children survive and thrive than ever before.

This year World Immunization Week will celebrate 50 years of the Expanded Programme on
Immunization (EPI) — recognizing our collective efforts to save and improve countless lives from
vaccine-preventable diseases and calling on countries to ramp up investments in immunization

programmes to protect the next generations.

2024 FHRFHEERRE : AFZR< U, FPHIEEZEUTHZHS

4 H 24 - 30 BEHR-FHEEER T, SHSILATBhiEiEsTE (EPI : Expanded Programme on
Immunization) @ 50 BEFZELEIDFECTI,

20 tHHIRFOHFNIRDOF I HEEER) (F. NERADINEDOE DT, FHIEEF v > R—-2 (3
KREZBBURUAZZFERL. DD TRVEESLDFEEILBDOEFEMRREZDREICLEU,
1974 FEORASEY). ILKFHIEET OIS LA (EPI) (E. IRTHOFEEEEE 6 DO/NBEREN
5F3CEICERZBOTVELLN, IRETIE, S TJI-XAELARTEEN (CHEEND 13 DT
Foo& WRICWUTHEREEIND 17 OBINDOFUICETIEALTVWEY ., HRODIFIEER
(FBIFT. 5 ANIC 4 ADFEBLEBNTR(CH/\—NTVEITHN, IEBICIEEZDRIRESEN
HPDFET,

HENDOF > ORGBHIRODBEZZITESNDKLDICTIEHIC(E. ROZENMBETT,
1. DOF>2 &I X TOEDOHATICE > TRFEIBMIOEWVWEDICTDZ &L

2. SATOA—REMRICODEBINILVAT T OFBEEREICHNT. DIFUNROIRBER LD
KOREITDL

3. IRTOEICBWNT., DUFAEBTOISAICTDREEEESEIRI D&
4., JOFINADTITREZEBERMES IR EMiEFEIIRS TR &
5. FhhiEEN s, B, TUCHRICSZIIFECDVWTEREIDZ L


https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-immunization-week/2024
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Promising patient-friendly oral drug against visceral leishmaniasis enters
Phase II clinical trial in Ethiopia

An innovative, safer, simpler, patient-friendly oral medicine to treat visceral leishmaniasis has
entered Phase II clinical development in a trial conducted in Ethiopia by the not-for-profit research

organization Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi) and its partners.
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WHO Global Malaria Programme launches new operational strategy

Ahead of World Malaria Day, the WHO Global Malaria Programme published a new operational
strategy outlining its priorities and key activities up to 2030 to help change the trajectory of

malaria trends, with a view to achieving the global malaria targets..
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Global immunization efforts have saved at least 154 million lives over the
past 50 years

A major landmark study to be published by The Lancet reveals that global immunization efforts
have saved an estimated 154 million lives — or the equivalent of 6 lives every minute of every year

— over the past 50 years. The vast majority of lives saved — 101 million — were those of infants.
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WHO/Europe launches the first Pan-European Network for Disease
Control

WHO/Europe today jointly launched the Pan-European Network for Disease Control (NDC) with
the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA). The NDC will be hosted by UKHSA, with
UKHSA Chief Executive Dame Jenny Harries as interim Chair of the Steering Group..


https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2024-global-immunization-efforts-have-saved-at-least-154-million-lives-over-the-past-50-years
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