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New WHO guidance calls for urgent transformation of mental health
policies

The World Health Organization (WHO) today launched new guidance to help all countries reform
and strengthen mental health policies and systems..
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Decades of progress in reducing child deaths and stillbirths under threat,
warns the United Nations

Number of under-five deaths declined to 4.8 million in 2023, while stillbirths remained around 1.9

million, according to two new UN reports.
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Fully-funded Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, is a lifeline for child survival,
says WHO

In the next 5 years, Gavi will protect at least 500 million children from preventable disease and in

so doing save an additional 8-9 million lives.
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A unified call for One Health: driving implementation, science, policy and
investment for global impact

As global leaders in human, animal and environmental health, the Quadripartite collaboration
comprising the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the World
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) reaffirms its unwavering commitment to advancing the

One Health approach.
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Second WHO Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health concludes
with powerful commitments to protect public health

The Second WHO Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health has concluded with major
commitments from over 50 countries, cities and organizations ready to tackle air pollution and

safeguard health.
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Aid cuts threaten fragile progress in ending maternal deaths, UN
agencies warn

Women today are more likely than ever to survive pregnancy and childbirth according to a major
new report released today, but United Nations (UN) agencies highlight the threat of major

backsliding as unprecedented aid cuts take effect around the world.
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WHO issues its first-ever reports on tests and treatments for fungal
infections

The World Health Organization (WHO) today published its first-ever reports addressing the

critical lack of medicines and diagnostic tools for invasive fungal diseases, showing the urgent need

for innovative research and development (R&D) to close these gaps.
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The 7th Global Ministerial Summit on Patient Safety 2025

At the conclusion of its deliberations, the Summit adopted the Mandaluyong Declaration, which

recognizes the need for a renewed sense of urgency to accelerate action and calls for making
patient safety a universal imperative by establishing patient safety as a foundational pillar of
resilient, people-centred and equitable health systems that deliver quality care and drive improved

health outcomes.
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WHO unveils bold commitments at Nutrition for Growth Summit

The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced 13 ambitious commitments across 8 key
areas at the Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit, hosted by the Government of France.
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Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures — On World Health Day WHO calls
for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza

On World Health Day, with the theme “Healthy beginnings, hopeful futures,” the Gaza Strip
continues to be one of the most dangerous places to be a child and where pregnancy is clouded by

fear due to ongoing violence, displacement and lack of medical access.
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The multigenerational charge for women’s health and gender equality

During the 69th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW69), held from 10-21 March 2025,
countries from around the world reaffirmed their commitment to gender equality through a high-

level political declaration.
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Countries are already experiencing significant health system disruptions
— WHO

The World Health Organization (WHO) issues warning on health service disruptions reported in
70% of its surveyed country offices as a result of sudden suspensions and reductions in official
development assistance (ODA) for health.
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WHO launches first-ever guidelines on meningitis diagnosis, treatment
and care

The World Health Organization (WHO) has today published its first-ever global guidelines for
meningitis diagnosis, treatment and care, aiming to speed up detection, ensure timely treatment,

and improve long-term care for those affected.
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Malaria progress in jeopardy amid foreign aid cuts

Since 2000, investments in the global malaria response have prevented more than 2 billion cases
and nearly 13 million deaths. Yet efforts to control and eliminate malaria are in jeopardy as

communities and programmes face the fallout of recent funding cuts.
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Statement of the forty-first meeting of the Polio IHR Emergency
Committee

Based on the current situation regarding WPV1 and ¢cVDPVs, and the reports provided by affected
countries, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s assessment, and on 09 April 2025
determined that the poliovirus situation continues to constitute a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) with respect to WPV1 and cVDPV.
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Trends in maternal mortality 2000 to 2023: estimates by WHO, UNICEF,
UNFPA, World Bank Group and UNDESA/Population Division

The United Nations Maternal Mortality Estimation Inter-Agency Group (MMEIG) — comprising
WHO, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), the World Bank Group and the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, Population Division (UNDESA/Population Division) has collaborated with external

technical experts on a new round of estimates covering 2000 to 2023.
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WHO Member States conclude negotiations and make significant progress
on draft pandemic agreement

Following 13 formal rounds of meetings, nine of which were extended, and many informal and
intersessional negotiations on various aspects of the draft agreement, the INB today finalized a
proposal for the WHO Pandemic Agreement. The outcome of the INB’s work will now be presented
to the Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly for its consideration.
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