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Milestone: COVID-19 five vears ago

All along, we convened experts and ministries of health from around the world, gathered and
analysed data, and shared what was reported, what we learned and what it meant for people. Read

about WHO’s actions in this interactive timeline.
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Kamal Adwan Hospital out of service following a raid vesterday and
repeated attacks since October

WHO is appalled by yesterday’s raid on Kamal Adwan Hospital, which put the last major health
facility in North Gaza out of service. The systematic dismantling of the health system and a siege
for over 80 days on North Gaza puts the lives of the 75,000 Palestinians remaining in the area at

risk.
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WHO looks back at 2024

Fach year WHO takes stock of key moments in health and science over the past 12 months.
Here is our review of a very complex 2024. Here's to a healthier, more peaceful 2025/
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WHO prequalifies diagnostic test to support safer administration of P.
vivax malaria treatments

On 18 December 2024, the World Health Organization (WHO) prequalified the first diagnostic
test for glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency which can help to safely deliver

WHO-recommended treatments to prevent relapse of Plasmodium vivax (P. vivax) infection.
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Framework for health in the humanitarian-development-peace nexus in
Africa

The aim of this framework is to guide countries in integrating and prioritizing health across
humanitarian, development and peacebuilding efforts. It will support governments towards
harmonization, complementarity and synergy of the efforts of Humanitarian-Development-Peace
Nexus (HDPN) partners (including donors and implementing agencies) relevant to health and will

guide WHO in providing strategic and operational support to ministries of health.
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WHOQO’s Health Emergency Appeal 2025
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Trends of acute respiratory infection, including human metapneumovirus,
1n the Northern Hemisphere

In many countries of the Northern Hemisphere, trends in acute respiratory infections increase at
this time of year. These increases are typically caused by seasonal epidemics of respiratory
pathogens such as seasonal influenza, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), and other common
respiratory viruses, including human metapneumovirus (hMPV), as well as mycoplasma

pneumoniae.
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WHO launches US$ 1.5 billion Health Emergency Appeal to tackle
unprecedented global health crises

Conflict, climate change, epidemics, and displacement are converging to create an unparalleled
global health crisis, with 305 million people in urgent need of humanitarian assistance in 2025. In
response, the World Health Organization (WHO) is calling for US$ 1.5 billion for its 2025 Health
Emergency Appeal (HEA), to support life-saving health interventions worldwide.
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The ceasefire in Gaza brings hope, but immense challenges lie ahead to
restore the health system

WHO calls on all parties to uphold their commitment to fully implement the ceasefire agreement

and to continue working towards a political solution to address the protracted crisis in the occupied
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Palestinian territory, which is essential for lasting peace.
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Health equity for persons with disabilities: guide for action: executive
summary

An estimated 1.3 billion people globally experience significant disability. This figure has grown

over the last decade and will continue to rise due to demographic and epidemiological changes.
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