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WHO launches bold push to raise health taxes and save millions of lives

The World Health Organization (WHO) today has launched a major new initiative urging countries
to raise real prices on tobacco, alcohol, and sugary drinks by at least 50% by 2035 through health

taxes in a move designed to curb chronic diseases and generate critical public revenue.
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Suriname certified malaria-free by WHO

Today, Suriname became the first country in the Amazon region to receive malaria-free
certification from the World Health Organization (WHO).
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Social connection linked to improved health and reduced risk of early
death

The World Health Organization (WHO) Commission on Social Connection has released its global
report revealing that 1 in 6 people worldwide is affected by loneliness, with significant impacts on

health and well-being.
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Air pollution: tackling a critical driver of the global NCD crisis

Outdoor (ambient) air pollution — driven by fossil fuel-based energy production, waste burning,

transportation, residential energy use, industrial processes, and agricultural burning and other

processes — is estimated to cause 4.2 million premature deaths each year.
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World Hepatitis Day 2025

World Hepatitis Day is observed each year on 28 July to raise awareness of viral hepatitis, an

inflammation of the liver that causes severe liver disease and liver cancer.
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Joint statement by OCHA, UNDP, UNFPA, UNOPS, UNRWA, WFP and
WHO on fuel shortage in Gaza

The United Nations warns that the fuel shortage in Gaza has reached critical levels.
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Burundi eliminates trachoma as a public health problem

The World Health Organization (WHO) has validated Burundi as having eliminated trachoma as a
public health problem, making it the eighth country in WHQO’s African Region to reach this
important milestone. Trachoma is also the first neglected tropical disease (NTD) to be eliminated
in the country.
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WHO, ITU, WIPO showcase a new report on Al use in traditional
medicine

At the Al for Good Global Summit, the World Health Organization (WHO), the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

released a new technical brief, Mapping the application of artificial intelligence in traditional

medicine.
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WHO Member States hold first meeting, agree on next steps to take
forward key elements of the WHO Pandemic Agreement

WHO Member States have held their first meeting of the Intergovernmental Working Group

(IGWG) on the WHO Pandemic Agreement, formalizing next steps on implementing key provisions

of the historic legal instrument to make the world safer from future pandemics.
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Prevention of re-establishment of malaria transmission

This global guidance was developed to support malaria-free countries and those that are close to
malaria elimination to prevent re-establishment. The document outlines key concepts and
principles for preventing re-establishment and provides guidance on strategies, interventions,

planning and management.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2025/07/09/default-calendar/first-meeting-of-the-intergovernmental-working-group-(igwg)-on-the-who-pandemic-agreement
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R1-en.pdf
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240112087
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WHO guidelines for clinical management of arboviral diseases: dengue,
chikungunya, Zika and vellow fever

World Health Organization (WHO) has just released the Integrated Guidelines on the Clinical
Management of Arboviral Diseases — a crucial step toward strengthening care for the millions of

people affected by these viruses each year.
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WHO recommends injectable lenacapavir for HIV prevention

The World Health Organization (WHO) released today new guidelines recommending the use of

injectable lenacapavir (LEN) twice a year as an additional pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) option

for HIV prevention, in a landmark policy action that could help reshape the global HIV response.
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Global childhood vaccination coverage holds steady, vet over 14 million
infants remain unvaccinated — WHO, UNICEF

In 2024, 89% of infants globally — about 115 million — received at least one dose of the diphtheria,
tetanus and pertussis (DTP)-containing vaccine, and 85% — roughly 109 million — completed all

three doses, according to new national immunization coverage data released today by the World
Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-07-2025-global-childhood-vaccination-coverage-holds-steady-yet-over-14-million-infants-remain-unvaccinated-who-unicef
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-07-2025-global-childhood-vaccination-coverage-holds-steady-yet-over-14-million-infants-remain-unvaccinated-who-unicef
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/immunization-analysis-and-insights/global-monitoring/immunization-coverage/who-unicef-estimates-of-national-immunization-coverage
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Senegal joins growing list of countries that have eliminated trachoma

The World Health Organization (WHO) has validated Senegal as having eliminated trachoma as a
public health problem. Senegal becomes the ninth country in WHOQO’s African Region to have

achieved this feat.
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WHO operations compromised following attacks on warehouse and facility
sheltering staff and families in Deir al Balah, Gaza

WHO condemns in the strongest terms the attacks on a building housing WHO staff in Deir al
Balah in Gaza, the mistreatment of those sheltering there, and the destruction of its main

warehouse.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/15-07-2025-senegal-joins-growing-list-of-countries-that-have-eliminated-trachoma
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-07-2025-who-operations-compromised-following-attacks-on-warehouse-and-facility-sheltering-staff-and-families-in-deir-al-balah
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-07-2025-who-operations-compromised-following-attacks-on-warehouse-and-facility-sheltering-staff-and-families-in-deir-al-balah
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Malnutrition rates reach alarming levels in Gaza, WHO warns

Malnutrition is on a dangerous trajectory in the Gaza Strip, marked by a spike in deaths in July.
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Timor-Leste certified malaria-free by WHO

The World Health Organization (WHO) has certified Timor-Leste as malaria-free, a remarkable
achievement for a country that prioritized the disease and embarked on a concerted, nation-wide

response shortly after gaining independence in 2002.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/27-07-2025-malnutrition-rates-reach-alarming-levels-in-gaza--who-warns
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-07-2025-malnutrition-rates-reach-alarming-levels-in-gaza--who-warns
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-timor-leste-certified-malaria-free-by-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-timor-leste-certified-malaria-free-by-who
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WHO expands guidance on sexually transmitted infections and reviews
country progress on policy implementation

WHO has released new sexually transmitted infections (STIs) guidance and policy implementation
data, ahead of the STI & HIV 2025 World Congress in Montreal, 26-30 July 2025.
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WHO and UNODC release landmark report on contaminated medicines,
urging action to protect patients from preventable harm

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC) have jointly released a landmark report unveiling critical findings on the persistent and
preventable threat of contaminated medicines which claimed the lives and compromised the health
of countless patients, predominantly children, through the ingestion of medicines with dangerously

high levels of toxic chemicals.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/26-07-2025-who-expands-guidance-on-sexually-transmitted-infections-and-reviews-country-progress-on-policy-implementation
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-07-2025-who-expands-guidance-on-sexually-transmitted-infections-and-reviews-country-progress-on-policy-implementation
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2025/07/26/default-calendar/who-at-the-sti-hiv-world-congress-2025
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/hq-hiv-hepatitis-and-stis-library/who-policy-adoption-and-implementation-status-in-countries-stis-2025.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240104907
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240104907
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240113114
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-who-and-unodc-release-landmark-report-on-contaminated-medicines--urging-action-to-protect-patients-from-preventable-harm
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-who-and-unodc-release-landmark-report-on-contaminated-medicines--urging-action-to-protect-patients-from-preventable-harm
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WHO unveils health and environment scorecards for 194 countries

The World Health Organization (WHO) has released the 2024 update of its health and
environment country scorecards, assessing how countries are managing eight major environmental

threats to health across sectors.
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Implementing the global framework on well-being at the country level

Implementing the global framework on well-being at country level’ policy pathways provides


https://www.unodc.org/pdf/publications/WHO-UNODC_landmark-report-on-contaminated-medicines.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-who-unveils-health-and-environment-scorecards-for-194-countries
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-who-unveils-health-and-environment-scorecards-for-194-countries
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/monitoring/scorecards
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240112773
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240112773

practical guidance to ministries of health on how to translate the vision of well-being societies into

concrete action through five key policy pathways.
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