WHO news March 2025

20254£3 A 3 H

New WHO and ITU standard aims to prevent hearing loss among gamers

Ahead of World Hearing Day 2025, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) are highlighting the first global standard for safe listening in

video gameplay and esport activities, which aims to reduce the risk of and prevent hearing loss

among gamers.
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WHO global water, sanitation and hygiene: annual report 2023

This report summarizes the World Health Organization’s (WHO) global work on water, sanitation
and hygiene (WASH) during 2023. It describes how the Organization continued to deliver its
essential WASH programming as elaborated in its 2018-2025 strategy.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/28-02-2025-new-who-and-itu-standard-aims-to-prevent-hearing-loss-among-gamers
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hearing-day/2025
https://www.itu.int/rec/T-REC-H.872-202410-I/en
https://www.itu.int/rec/T-REC-H.872-202410-I/en
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240106079
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World TB Day 2025

World TB Day observed annually on March 24, amplifies the urgency of ending tuberculosis—the
world’s deadliest infectious disease. TB continues to devastate millions globally, inflicting severe
health, social, and economic consequences. This year’s theme, Yes! We Can End TB: Commit,
Invest, Deliver, is a bold call for hope, urgency, and accountability.
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Humanitarian access improves quality of polio vaccination campaign in
the Gaza Strip

A five-day mass polio vaccination campaign in the Gaza Strip concluded on Wednesday, reaching
nearly 603 000 children under 10 years of age with novel oral polio vaccine type 2 (nOPV2)
following comprehensive, simultaneous access to all five governorates during the ongoing

ceasefire.
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https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-tb-day/2025
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-02-2025-humanitarian-access-improves-quality-of-polio-vaccination-campaign-in-the-gaza-strip
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-02-2025-humanitarian-access-improves-quality-of-polio-vaccination-campaign-in-the-gaza-strip
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Protecting kev populations from abrupt disruptions to essential HIV
services

Prevention, testing and treatment services for HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted
infections (STI) have driven unprecedented progress in improving population health over the past
two decades, with millions of new HIV infections and AIDS-related deaths averted.  However,
abrupt disruptions to foreign aid and service delivery threaten these gains, putting millions of

people at risk — especially people living with HIV and key and vulnerable populations.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2025-protecting-key-populations-from-abrupt-disruptions-to-essential-hiv-services
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2025-protecting-key-populations-from-abrupt-disruptions-to-essential-hiv-services
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Third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency
Committee regarding the upsurge of mpox 2024 — Temporary
recommendations

The Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), following the third meeting of the
International Health Regulations (2005) IHR) Emergency Committee regarding the upsurge of
mpox 2024, held on 25 February 2025, from 12:00 to 17:00 CET, concurs with its advice that the

event continues to meet the criteria of a public health emergency of international concern and,

considering the advice of the Committee, he is hereby issuing a revised set of temporary

recommendations.
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Many pregnancy-related complications going undetected and untreated —
WHO

Haemorrhage — severe heavy bleeding — and hypertensive disorders like preeclampsia are the
leading causes of maternal deaths globally, according to a new study released today by the World
Health Organization (WHO). These conditions were responsible for around 80 000 and 50 000

fatalities respectively in 2020 — the last year for which published estimates are available -

highlighting that many women still lack access to lifesaving treatments and effective care during

and after pregnancy and birth.


https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2025-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-2005-emmergency-committee-regarding-the-upsurge-of-mpox-2024-temporary-recommendations
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2025-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-2005-emmergency-committee-regarding-the-upsurge-of-mpox-2024-temporary-recommendations
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2025-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-2005-emmergency-committee-regarding-the-upsurge-of-mpox-2024-temporary-recommendations
https://www.who.int/groups/mpox-ihr-emergency-committee-2024
https://www.who.int/groups/mpox-ihr-emergency-committee-2024
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-03-2025-many-pregnancy-related-complications-going-undetected-and-untreated--who
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-03-2025-many-pregnancy-related-complications-going-undetected-and-untreated--who
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(24)00560-6/fulltext
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240068759
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WHO announces new collaborating centre on Al for health governance

The World Health Organization (WHO) today designated the Digital Ethics Centre at Delft
University of Technology in the Netherlands as a WHO Collaborating Centre on artificial

intelligence (AI) for health governance.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/07-11-2016-new-guidelines-on-antenatal-care-for-a-positive-pregnancy-experience
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-10-2023-improving-the-experience-of-pregnant-and-birthing-women
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2022-who-urges-quality-care-for-women-and-newborns-in-critical-first-weeks-after-childbirth
https://www.who.int/news/item/11-10-2023-who-issues-global-plan-to-tackle-leading-cause-of-death-in-childbirth
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-05-2024-countries-commit-to-recover-lost-progress-in-maternal--newborn---child-survival
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-03-2025-who-announces-new-collaborating-centre-on-ai-for-health-governance
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Funding cuts impact access to TB services endangering millions of lives

In the past two decades, tuberculosis (TB) prevention, testing and treatment services have saved
more than 79 million lives — averting approximately 3.65 million deaths last year alone from the
world’s deadliest infectious disease. This progress has been driven by critical foreign aid especially
in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), particularly from USAID. However, abrupt funding
cuts now threaten to undo these hard-won gains, putting millions — especially the most vulnerable

— at grave risk.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/05-03-2025-funding-cuts-to-tuberculosis-programmes-endanger-millions-of-lives
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Building a healthier world by women and for women is key to achieving
gender equality

As the world marks the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action on
Women — a landmark blueprint for gender equality — progress remains frustratingly slow. If we are
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, we must place women at the centre of global health
transformation.
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UN Commission approves WHO recommendations to place psychoactive
substances under international control

Following recommendations by the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations
Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) has decided to place five new psychoactive substances and

one medicine under international control.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/06-03-2025-building-a-healthier-world-by-women-and-for-women-is-key-to-achieving-gender-equality
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/374192/9789240079694-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240082854
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240082854
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_15-en.pdf
https://www.who.int/activities/value-gender-and-equity-in-the-global-health-workforce
https://www.who.int/activities/value-gender-and-equity-in-the-global-health-workforce
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240052895
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-03-2025-un-commission-approves-who-recommendations-to-place-psychoactive-substances-under-international-control
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-03-2025-un-commission-approves-who-recommendations-to-place-psychoactive-substances-under-international-control
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e N-Pyrrolidino protonitazene
e N-Pyrrolidino metonitazene
o Etonitazepipne

e N-Desethyl isotonitazene

e Hexahydrocannabinol

e Carisoprodo
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the Baku Forum, panel 2
“Reimagining multilateralism for a multipolar world” — 13 March 2025

As I said in my remarks this morning, multilateralism is never easy, but there is frankly no
alternative.

The only way to truly address shared threats is through shared solutions.

As I also said this morning, I believe that the proposed withdrawal of the United States from WHO
is a lose-lose-lose: it’s bad for WHO, it’s bad for the world, and it’s also bad for the U.S.

But of course, WHO 1is not the only agency affected.
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https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-baku-forum-panel-2-reimagining-multilateralism-for-a-multipolar-world-13-march-2025
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-baku-forum-panel-2-reimagining-multilateralism-for-a-multipolar-world-13-march-2025
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WHO unveils updated global database of air quality standards
The World Health Organization (WHO), in collaboration with the Swiss Tropical and Public Health
Institute (Swiss TPH), has unveiled the updated 2025 Air Quality Standards database.
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WHO calls for urgent action to address worldwide disruptions in
tuberculosis services putting millions of lives at risk

Global efforts to combat TB have saved an estimated 79 million lives since 2000. However, the
drastic and abrupt cuts in global health funding happening now are threatening to reverse these
gains. Rising drug resistance especially across Europe and the ongoing conflicts across the Middle-

East, Africa and Eastern Europe, are further exacerbating the situation for the most vulnerable..
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Three cities honoured for public health achievements at 2025 Partnership
for Healthy Cities Summit

Today, during the annual Partnership for Healthy Cities Summit in Paris, three cities were

recognized for their achievements in preventing noncommunicable diseases and injuries: Cérdoba,
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Argentina; Fortaleza, Brazil; and Greater Manchester, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.
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WHO prequalifies first maternal respiratory syncytial virus vaccine

On 12 March 2025, the World Health Organization (WHO) prequalified the first maternal

respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccine to protect infants against one of the most common causes

of acute lower respiratory infections in children globally.
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Eighty percent of WHO-supported facilities in Afghanistan risk shutdown
by June

The World Health Organization (WHO) in Afghanistan is deeply concerned that funding shortages

could force the closure of 80% of WHO-supported essential health care services.
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World Immunization Week 2025: Immunization for All is Humanly
Possible

World Immunization Week, celebrated in the last week of April, aims to promote the life-saving

power of immunization to protect people of all ages against vaccine-preventable diseases.

Vaccines are one of humanity’s greatest achievements. Since 1974, they’ve saved 154 million lives —
that’s more than 3 million lives a year or six people every minute for five decades. In the same
period, vaccination has reduced infant deaths by 40%, and more children now live to see their first
birthday and beyond than at any other time in human history. Measles vaccine alone accounts for

60% of those lives saved.
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