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Stronger together: milestones that mattered in 2025

Looking back on 2025, the year has been marked by immense achievements and profound
challenges for global health. In the face of major funding cuts and increasing threats to
science and solidarity, WHO continued to lead and champion global efforts to confront the
biggest health challenges of our time.

From governments adopting the world’s first Pandemic Agreement and expanding access to
life-saving medicines, to tackling climate-related health risks, WHO reaffirmed both the
central role of evidence in health and our enduring relevance to the health of all people,
everywhere.
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Sudan: 1000 days of war deepen the world’s worst health and
humanitarian crisis

Today, the conflict in Sudan reaches its 1000th day, with over 20 million people requiring
health assistance and 21 million desperately needing food.
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WHO updated recommendations on HIV clinical management:
recommendations for a public health approach

This document provides an overview of the updated World Health Organization
recommendations for HIV clinical management, which focus on optimizing antiretroviral
therapy, preventing vertical transmission, and enhancing tuberculosis prevention among
individuals with HIV..
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Message for World Leprosy Day 2026

Message from Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, for
World Leprosy Day 2026
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Updated WHO manuals released to help countries strengthen
foodborne disease surveillance and response

Timely detection and effective response to foodborne diseases are essential to protect public
health and prevent local events from escalating into wider emergencies. To support countries
in strengthening these capacities, the World Health Organization has released updated
editions of its full set of manuals on strengthening surveillance of and response to foodborne

diseases.
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Cheaper drinks will see a rise 1n noncommunicable diseases and
injuries

WHO urges governments to unlock health taxes on sugary drinks and alcohol to save lives and

raise revenue
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WHO statement on notification of withdrawal of the United States

WHO therefore regrets the United States’ notification of withdrawal from WHO — a decision
that makes both the United States and the world less safe. The notification of withdrawal

raises issues that will be considered by the WHO Executive Board at its regular meeting

starting on 2 February and by the World Health Assembly at its annual meeting in May 2026.
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Countries progress negotiations in support of WHO Pandemic
Agreement

The World Health Organization (WHO) Member States this week advanced their
negotiations on the Pathogen Access and Benefit-Sharing (PABS) system in a resumed
session of the Intergovernmental Working Group IGWG) on the WHO Pandemic Agreement.

The PABS system is a core element of the agreement adopted by the World Health Assembly
(WHA) in May 2025.
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WHO and The Lancet spotlight social prescribing in new Western
Pacific series

The World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific and The Lancet
Regional Health — Western Pacific have released a new series on social prescribing,

highlighting how community-based approaches can improve health and well-being across the

Region.
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