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Timeline of WHQO’s response to COVID-19

WHO provides this timeline of the organization’s COVID-19 response activities for general

information. WHO will update the timeline on a regular basis and in light of evolving events
and new information. Unless noted otherwise, country-specific information and data are as
reported to WHO by its Member States.

This timeline supersedes the WHO Rolling Updates and WHO Timeline statement published in

April 2020. It is not intended to be exhaustive and does not contain details of every event or
WHO activity.
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ACT-Accelerator update - Publication of investment cases
The ACT-Accelerator’s investment case and the plans published by the organizations leading

each of the ‘pillars’ show a path to the accelerated development, equitable allocation, and
scaled up delivery of 500 million diagnostic tests to LMIC’s by mid-2021, 245 million courses of
treatments to LMICs by mid-2021, and 2 billion vaccine doses, of which 50% will go to LMICs
by the end of 2021.

WHO : EfH@ICLDI0FDIF> 20 EENZEIET

ERHE X DXL [ACT 7oESL—4—] (& HEIOFDI-)LRBSE L ORV\DE
HICWHO EEB T4 HICHERBLF UL,

ERERD 4 DONE (B AR DUF> NLASRTAORDY) OFFLWLWY—)L
DBIFE. £E. ARV ICRENREE R BHDBBOLESTT .

26 BOFLEAHTE. B> 12 hAMT 313 BRILOBENUETHD, FHEETIC
34 BRILIEF D2 ELTVET, JUBESICKD 2021 F4(EFE TITEPFHSERIFC 5
BESDOREBAE 2 84500 HEHDERENHA S RELTT.

WHO (£ 2021 FERFE TIC 20 BRI DI I F> Dtz HIELTLEX T,



https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-04-2020-who-timeline---covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-06-2020-act-accelerator-update
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Smoking and COVID-19
A review was conducted on 12 May 2020 on smoking and COVID-19, using MEDLINE,

EMBASE, Cochrane Library, and WHO Global Database. Quantitative primary research on

adults or secondary analyses of such studies were included. Individual studies included in
meta-analyses that were not otherwise identified in the search were sought.

At the time of this review, the available evidence suggests that smoking is associated with
increased severity of disease and death in hospitalized COVID-19 patients. Although likely
related to severity, there is no evidence to quantify the risk to smokers of hospitalization with
COVID-19 or of infection by SARS-CoV-2 was found in the peer-reviewed literature.

Population-based studies are needed to address these questions.
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WHO discontinues hydroxychloroquine and lopinavir/ritonavir
treatment arms for COVID-19

WHO today accepted the recommendation from the Solidarity Trial’s International Steering

Committee to discontinue the trial’s hydroxychloroquine and lopinavir/ritonavir arms. The
Solidarity Trial was established by WHO to find an effective COVID-19 treatment for
hospitalized patients.

This decision applies only to the conduct of the Solidarity trial in hospitalized patients and does
not affect the possible evaluation in other studies of hydroxychloroquine or lopinavir/ritonavir in
non-hospitalized patients or as pre- or post-exposure prophylaxis for COVID-19. The interim

Solidarity results are now being readied for peer-reviewed publication.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/smoking-and-covid-19
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WHO: access to HIV medicines severely impacted by COVID-19 as
AIDS response stalls

Countries seek innovative ways to mitigate the impact of disruptions and keep
services going

Seventy-three countries have warned that they are at risk of stock-outs of antiretroviral (ARV)

medicines as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a new WHO survey conducted
ahead of the International AIDS Society’s biannual conference. Twenty-four countries reported
having either a critically low stock of ARVs or disruptions in the supply of these life-saving
medicines.

In 2019, an estimated 8.3 million people were benefiting from ARVs in the 24 countries now

experiencing supply shortages.
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WHO experts to travel to China

WHO experts will travel to China to work together with their Chinese counterparts to prepare

scientific plans for identifying the zoonotic source of the SARS-COV-2 virus. The experts will

develop the scope and TOR for a WHO-led international mission.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/06-07-2020-who-access-to-hiv-medicines-severely-impacted-by-covid-19-as-aids-response-stalls
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Independent evaluation of global COVID-19 response announced

WHO Director-General today announced the initiation of the Independent Panel for Pandemic
Preparedness and Response (IPPR) to evaluate the world’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

In remarks to WHO Member States, Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the
Panel will be co-chaired by former Prime Minister of New Zealand Helen Clark and former
President of Liberia Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Prime Minister Clark went to on lead the United
Nations Development Programme and President Sirleaf is a recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize.

Dr Tedros proposed that a Special Session of the Executive Board be called in September to
discuss the Panel’s progress. In November the Panel will present an interim report at the
resumption of the World Health Assembly.

In January 2021, the Executive Board will hold its regular session, where the Panel’s work will
be further discussed; and in May of next year, at the World Health Assembly, the panel will
present its substantive report.

The Director-General noted that the Independent Oversight and Advisory Committee for the

WHO Health Emergencies Programme will also continue its existing work.
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As more go hungry and malnutrition persists, achieving Zero

Hunger by 2030 in doubt, UN report warns
Securing healthy diets for the billions who cannot afford them would save trillions in costs

The latest edition of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World, published today,
estimates that almost 690 million people went hungry in 2019 — up by 10 million from 2018,

and by nearly 60 million in five years. High costs and low affordability also mean billions
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cannot eat healthily or nutritiously.
Writing in the foreword, the heads of the five agencies warn that “five years after the world
committed to end hunger, food insecurity and all forms of malnutrition, we are still off track to

achieve this objective by 2030".
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How WHO is supporting ongoing vaccination efforts during the
COVID-19 pandemic

As one deadly disease spreads throughout the world, immunization efforts must continue

to prevent outbreaks of other diseases

As COVID-19 continues to spread around the world, people in all countries are being
encouraged to take precautions to prevent transmission, including in many countries by
staying at home and physical distancing. But a pandemic does not erase other diseases and
their impact. While many services, including some health services, are being scaled back, the
risk of further outbreaks of infectious diseases grows. The healthcare disruptions caused by
COVID-19 could have a devastating impact on child mortality.

In 2020 80 million children under one year of age, live in a country that has reported some
kind of disturbance to the immunization programme largely due to limited access to health

centres, low availability of PPE for healthcare workers and fear of contracting COVID-19.
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WHO and UNICEF warn of a decline in vaccinations during
COVID-19

The World Health Organization and UNICEF warned today of an alarming decline in the

number of children receiving life-saving vaccines around the world. This is due to disruptions
in the delivery and uptake of immunization services caused by the COVID-19

pandemic. According to new data by WHO and UNICEF, these disruptions threaten to reverse

hard-won progress to reach more children and adolescents with a wider range of vaccines,

which has already been hampered by a decade of stalling coverage.

WHO &=t 7. FPHIEEDRIZES

WHO &=t J(F COVID-19 /> F IV IDHEICLD ., DIOF 2 DEEERITTNDF
EEDENELFEBPUTNDEEELF U, Ihld COVID-19 /I F v IDfesHIC
FIHIEEY —EXANZEZE L TNDHTT,

5 AiRTE. FABLZ 82 MEDDSS5 493D 3 T, FHEEY-EX(TRENSRETLET,

202047 H 16 H

More than 150 countries engaged in COVID-19 vaccine global
access facility

Seventy-five countries have submitted expressions of interest to protect their populations and
those of other nations through joining the COVAX Facility, a mechanism designed to
guarantee rapid, fair and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines worldwide.

The 75 countries, which would finance the vaccines from their own public finance budgets,
partner with up to 90 lower-income countries that could be supported through voluntary
donations to Gavi's COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC). Together, this group of up
to 165 countries represents more than 60% of the world’s population. Among the group are

representatives from every continent and more than half of the world’s G20 economies.
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A guide to WHO’s guidance on COVID-19

There’s a lot of information out there about how governments, health professionals and the

general public should respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. WHO has published guidance and

advice every step of the way.
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Al for Quitting Tobacco Initiative

Meet Florence, WHO's first virtual health worker, designed to help the world's 1.3 billion

tobacco users quit. She uses artificial intelligence to dispel myths around COVID-19 and
smoking and helps people develop a personalized plan to quit tobacco.

Users can rely on Florence as a trusted source of information to achieve their quit goals. She
can also help recommend tobacco users to further national toll-free quit lines or apps that can

help you with your quit journey. You can interact with her via video or text.
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WHO’s conceptual framework for self-care
The conceptual framework recognizes that in addition to the traditional self-care practices that

societies have passed on through generations, people are accessing new information,
products, and interventions through stores, pharmacies, and the internet. Digital health and
mobile technologies are increasing rapidly, not only as places of access but in many other

aspects of self-care.
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New COVID-19 Law Lab to provide vital legal information and
support for the global COVID-19 response

Launching today, the COVID-19 Law Lab initiative gathers and shares legal documents from

over 190 countries across the world to help states establish and implement strong legal
frameworks to manage the pandemic. The goal is to ensure that laws protect the health and
wellbeing of individuals and communities and that they adhere to international human rights
standards.
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The new Lab (at www.COVIDLawLab.orqg) is a joint project of United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the World Health Organization (WHO), the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health
Law at Georgetown University.

COVID-19 : EfIEHRERIEDIISE LT

WHO (3. EERISETE (UNDP) . EiESREI - XEtE (UNAIDS) 8LUT3—SH>2K
FAZ—)UIATFT (ERMREE) EHEBET.COVID-19 WDz DiERZIED S /RICOVID-
19 Law Lab] ZII5EIFFU,
CDTRTIE, R 190 MEM ENSENXEZINE. HELFET . MERED/>FTZv oI
XS T DITHDERNIRERIR B H DML E Kz iz U, gttt & A2 DR, ButZED
FBEREBOERZHREBNELET,

[COVID-19 Law Lab]

202047 H 28 H

World Hepatitis Day: fast-tracking the elimination of hepatitis B
among mothers and children

The proportion of children under five years of age chronically infected with hepatitis
B (HBV) dropped to just under 1% in 2019 down from around 5% in the pre-vaccine
era (the period between the 1980s and the early 2000s), according to new estimates
from the World Health Organization (WHO).

This marks the achievement of one of the milestone targets to eliminate viral
hepatitis in the Sustainable Development Goals — to reach under 1% prevalence of
HBV infections in children under five years of age by 2020.
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WHO statement on heated tobacco products and the US FDA
decision regarding 1Q0OS
WHO takes this opportunity to remind Member States that are Parties to the WHO Framework
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Convention of Tobacco Control (FCTC) of their obligations under the Convention. Heated
tobacco products are tobacco products, meaning that the WHO FCTC fully applies to these
products.

On 7 July 2020, the US FDA authorized the marketing of a heated tobacco product, the IQOS
Tobacco Heating System, under the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. This Act requires
pre-market authorization of new tobacco products before they can be placed on the US

market.
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