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Young people and digital health interventions: working together to
design bette

Digital tools are an increasingly popular approach to improving health

worldwide — particularly among adolescents and young people, who are accessing the internet at
earlier stages of life.

Youth-centred digital health interventions is a new framework developed by WHO, HRP,
UNESCO, UNICEF and UNFPA. It provides guidance on effective planning, development and
implementation of digital solutions with and for young people to address the many health
challenges they may face as they grow into adulthood.
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As COVID-19 spread accelerates, IHR Emergency Committee urges
focus on measures that work

The Emergency Committee on COVID-19 met on 29 October to review the situation and progress
made on the temporary recommendations. They advised that the pandemic still constituted a
public health emergency of international concern, and urged a focus on response efforts based on
lessons learned and strong science.

The committee expressed appreciation for WHO'’s leadership and activities throughout the global
response, including its critical role in developing evidence-based guidance, providing countries with
technical assistance and critical supplies and equipment, communicating clear information and
addressing misinformation, and convening the Solidarity Trials and the Access to COVID-19 Tools
(ACT) Accelerator.
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https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/336223/9789240011717-eng.pdf
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Ensuring medicines work safely for everyone

For medicines to work safely, it's vital to have strong systems in place to report any
undesired side effects or “adverse drug reactions”.

The most important aspect of drug safety monitoring is reliable, real-time information.
Health-care professionals (physicians, pharmacists, nurses, dentists) are best placed to
report suspected adverse reactions as part of patient care.

Many undesired drug reactions may be due to factors independent of the medicine.
WHO promotes global drug safety through its Programme for International Drug
Monitoring, which supports countries to develop sound pharmacovigilance policies,
organizes hands-on training and workshops, and establishes networks for information
sharing.
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WHO publishes series of profiles on climate change and health in
island states



https://www.who.int/news/item/30-10-2020-statement-on-the-fifth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/02-11-2020-ensuring-medicines-work-safely-for-everyone
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-11-2020-who-publishes-series-of-profiles-on-climate-change-and-health-in-island-states
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-11-2020-who-publishes-series-of-profiles-on-climate-change-and-health-in-island-states

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are among the most vulnerable nations to climate change
in the world. Yet, many island states are also leading in the global response to climate change,
through ambitious emissions reduction targets, adaptation actions, and developing climate
resilient health systems.

On 4 November 2020, WHO together with the Americas (PAHO) and Western Pacific (WPRO)
regions published a series of SIDS Health and Climate Change Country Profiles. Country profiles
were published for: Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and
Tobago, and Tuvalu (in Tuvaluan). This is in addition to recently published profiles on the

Solomon Islands and Tuvalu.
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World Health Assembly charts course for COVID-19 response and

global health priorities

As health leaders prepare to gather for a virtual session of the resumed 73 World Health
Assembly (WHA), WHO has three messages to share.

First, we can beat COVID-19 with science, solutions and solidarity.

More than 47 million COVID-19 cases have now been reported to WHO, and more than 1.2

million people have lost their lives.
Second, we must not backslide on our critical health goals.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/05-11-2020-world-health-assembly-charts-course-for-covid-19-response-and-global-health-priorities
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-11-2020-world-health-assembly-charts-course-for-covid-19-response-and-global-health-priorities
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WHO-ICMRA joint statement on the need for improved global
regulatory alienment on COVID-19 medicines and vaccines

The International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA) and the World Health
Organization (WHO) have committed to working together to ensure that patients have access to
safe and effective health products against COVID-19 as early as possible, while the existing
rigorous scientific standards for the evaluation and safety monitoring of treatments and vaccines
are maintained at all times.

In their joint statement, international medicines regulators and WHO reiterate that therapeutics
and vaccines against COVID-19 can only be rapidly approved if applications are supported by
robust and sound scientific evidence that allows medicine regulators to conclude on a positive
benefit-risk balance for these products. ICMRA and WHO also pledge to take concrete actions to
ensure equitable access to safe, effective and quality-assured medicines for the treatment or
prevention of COVID-19 around the world.
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Neglected tropical diseases and One Health: gearing up against
antimicrobial resistance to secure the safety of future generations

The majority of programmes for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) rely on medicines to treat and
relieve the suffering of hundreds of millions of people.

So far, most of the medicines used for NTDs work well, but the potential emergence of drug
resistance threatens advances and progress achieved over decades of programme
implementation.

In order to ensure the continued efficacy of currently used antimicrobials for NTDs, it is crucial to
closely monitor drug efficacy, establish robust surveillance systems for monitoring of resistance,
define strategies to curb the threat of such resistance and develop an appropriate arsenal of

second-line drugs.


https://www.who.int/news/item/06-11-2020-who-icmra-joint-statement-on-the-need-for-improved-global-regulatory-alignment-on-covid-19-medicines-and-vaccines
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-11-2020-who-icmra-joint-statement-on-the-need-for-improved-global-regulatory-alignment-on-covid-19-medicines-and-vaccines
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-11-2020-neglected-tropical-diseases-and-one-health-gearing-up-against-antimicrobial-resistance-to-secure-the-safety-of-future-generations
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-11-2020-neglected-tropical-diseases-and-one-health-gearing-up-against-antimicrobial-resistance-to-secure-the-safety-of-future-generations

The annual World Antimicrobial Awareness Week aims to increase awareness and understanding
of global antimicrobial resistance and encourage best practices among the general public, health
workers and policy-makers to avoid the further emergence and spread of drug-resistant
infections.
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COP26 Key Messages on Climate Change and Health

The science is clear: we must urgently scale up action to respond to the threat of climate change

to have a chance of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees, and to adapt effectively and increase our
resilience. Moreover, the public health motives for action have a strong science basis and are
well evidenced and compelling.

In this briefing pack, key messages on climate change and health are highlighted across five
priority areas of climate action: adaptation & resilience, energy transitions, nature, clean
transport, and finance. This briefing pack highlights the health benefits of action in those

areas, and hopes to contribute towards collective progress in the lead up to the 26th UN Climate
Change Conference of the Parties (COP26).

This document was produced by UK Government with contributions from WHO, Wellcome Trust,
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and the Global Climate and Health Alliance.

Please note, that some of the slides may be developed further over time.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/cop26-key-messages-on-climate-change-and-health
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UNICEF and WHO call for emergency action to avert major measles
and polio epidemics

UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) today issued an urgent call to action to avert

major measles and polio epidemics as COVID-19 continues to disrupt immunization services
worldwide, leaving millions of vulnerable children at heightened risk of preventable childhood
diseases.

The two organizations estimate that US$655 million (US$400 million for polio and US$255 million

for measles) are needed to address dangerous immunity gaps in non-Gavi eligible countries and

target age groups.
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WHO Director-General calls on world to "choose health" at resumed
73rd World Health Assembly in the Year of the Nurse and the
Midwife

The resumed 73 World Health Assembly (WHA73) opened to the tune of the classic hit

song “We are Family” by Sister Sledge, the Kingdom of Tonga’ Nurses’ Choir and a powerful

speech by the WHO Director-General calling for predictable and sustainable WHO funding, the

launch of a Universal Health and Preparedness Review and the need to “reimagine” global
leadership and “forge a new era of cooperation” reflecting the lessons of the COVID-19

pandemic.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/06-11-2020-unicef-and-who-call-for-emergency-action-to-avert-major-measles-and-polio-epidemics
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-11-2020-unicef-and-who-call-for-emergency-action-to-avert-major-measles-and-polio-epidemics
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Call-To-Action-20201105.pdf
https://www.gavi.org/types-support/sustainability/eligibility
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-11-2020-who-director-general-calls-on-world-to-choose-health-at-resumed-73rd-world-health-assembly-in-the-year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-11-2020-who-director-general-calls-on-world-to-choose-health-at-resumed-73rd-world-health-assembly-in-the-year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-11-2020-who-director-general-calls-on-world-to-choose-health-at-resumed-73rd-world-health-assembly-in-the-year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife
https://www.who.int/news/item
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail
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How WHO is working to track down the animal reservoir of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus

The introduction of a new virus to the human population is one of the greatest mysteries an

epidemiologist can hope to unravel.

Some of the most common and deadliest human diseases are caused by bacteria or viruses of
animal origin.

In recent decades this trend has only increased, with an estimated 70 per cent of emerging and
re-emerging pathogens coming from animals.

This includes avian flu, Ebola virus disease, influenza, leprosy, lassa fever, MERS-CoV,

rabies, SARS, smallpox, tuberculosis, Zika fever and other well-known diseases.

How an infectious disease crosses the animal-human barrier is a riddle that can take years to
solve.

But understanding how an epidemic began is essential to preventing further introductions to the
human population.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/how-who-is-working-to-track-down-the-animal-reservoir-of-the-sars-cov-2-virus
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/how-who-is-working-to-track-down-the-animal-reservoir-of-the-sars-cov-2-virus
https://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/severe-acute-respiratory-syndrome
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Immunization as an essential health service: guiding principles for
immunization activities during the COVID-19 pandemic and other

times of severe disruption
This document, endorsed by the WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization,

provides guiding principles to support countries in their decision-making regarding provision or
resumption of immunization services during severe disruptive events such as COVID-19, natural
disasters or humanitarian emergencies. It incorporates the Immunization Agenda 2030 principles
of being people-centred, country-owned, partnership-based and data-guided.
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WHO establishes Council on the Economics of Health for All

The World Health Organization has announced a new Council on the Economics of Health for All,

staffed by leading economists and health experts, to put “Health for All” at the centre of how we
think about value creation and economic growth.

Chaired by noted economist Professor Mariana Mazzucato, Professor of the Economics of
Innovation and Public Value and Founding Director in the Institute for Innovation and Public
Purpose at University College London, the Council will aim to create a body of work that sees
investment in local and global health systems as an investment in the future, not as a short-term

cost. Designing such investments makes our economies more healthy, inclusive and sustainable.
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World Diabetes Day 2020: Introducing the Global Diabetes Compact

This year’s World Diabetes Day falls during a global pandemic which has already taken the lives
of well over a million people. People with diabetes are paying a particularly high price. Not only
do they have a higher risk of severe COVID-19 disease and death when infected, but many are

having difficulty accessing the treatment they need due to disruptions to essential health services.
On World Diabetes Day, WHO is announcing the Global Diabetes Compact, a comprehensive
and inclusive approach to support countries in implementing effective programmes for the
prevention and management of diabetes.

The Compact will bring together in one package all WHO materials available for the prevention
and management of diabetes, both existing and new. On the prevention side, particular focus will
be given to reducing obesity, especially among young people. On the treatment side, emphasis
will be on improving access to diabetes medicines and technologies, in particular in low- and
middle-income countries.
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2021 designated as the International Year of Health and Care
Workers

Member States at the resumed virtual, 73" World Health Assembly, recognizing the dedication

and sacrifice of the millions of health and care workers at the forefront of the Covid-19 pandemic,
unanimously designated 2021 as the International Year of Health and Care Workers (YHCW).
Member States and Non-State Actors in unison, spoke to the critical role of health and care
workers in ensuring our health and prosperity. They emphasized the urgency and imperative to

address persistent health worker challenges.


https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/14/default-calendar/world-diabetes-day-2020-introducing-the-global-diabetes-compact
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/world-diabetes-day/global-diabetes-compact-final.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/11-11-2020-2021-designated-as-the-international-year-of-health-and-care-workers
https://www.who.int/news/item/11-11-2020-2021-designated-as-the-international-year-of-health-and-care-workers
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Neglected tropical diseases: World Health Assembly endorses bold
new road map targets for 2030

Today, delegates attending the virtual session of the Seventy-third World Health Assembly
overwhelmingly endorsed the new road map for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) for
2021-2030.

2030 road map targets

The road map sets global targets and milestone to prevent, control, eliminate and eradicate 20
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) and disease groups. By shifting away from single-disease
vertical programmes to integrated approaches, it aims to promote improved coordination and
collaboration. Another distinct feature is to drive greater ownership by national and local
governments, including communities. The overarching 2030 global targets are to:

e reduce by 90% the number of people requiring treatment for NTDs

e eliminate at least one NTD in 100 countries

e eradicate two diseases (dracunculiasis and yaws)

e reduce by 75% the disability-adjusted life years (DALYS) related to NTDs
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Worldwide measles deaths climb 50% from 2016 to 2019 claiming
over 207 500 lives in 2019

Measles surged worldwide in 2019 reaching highest number of reported cases in 23
years. Highlighted in a publication by WHO and the United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), measles cases worldwide increased to 869 770 in 2019, the highest



https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-neglected-tropical-diseases-world-health-assembly-endorses-bold-new-road-map-targets-for-2030
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-neglected-tropical-diseases-world-health-assembly-endorses-bold-new-road-map-targets-for-2030
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-worldwide-measles-deaths-climb-50-from-2016-to-2019-claiming-over-207-500-lives-in-2019
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-worldwide-measles-deaths-climb-50-from-2016-to-2019-claiming-over-207-500-lives-in-2019
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a6.htm?s_cid=mm6945a6_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a6.htm?s_cid=mm6945a6_w

number reported since 1996 with increases in all WHO regions. Global measles deaths climbed
nearly 50 percent since 2016, claiming an estimated 207 500 lives in 2019 alone.

After steady global progress from 2010 to 2016, the number of reported measles cases climbed
progressively to 2019. Comparing 2019 data with the historic low in reported measles cases in
2016, authors cite a failure to vaccinate children on time with two doses of measles-containing
vaccines (MCV1 and MCV?2) as the main driver of these increases in cases and deaths.
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WHAT73 endorses resolutions on meningitis control and epilepsy,

roadmap on neglected tropical diseases
Committee B recommends the adoption of a decision on “Health conditions in the occupied

Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan”

Member States recommended the adoption of two resolutions on meningitis control and epilepsy
at the 73rd World Health Assembly on Thursday (November 12).

Committee A, which focuses on programme and budget matters, decided to recommend the

adoption of the first-ever resolution on meningitis, which would approve a global roadmap to

defeat meningitis by 2030 — a disease that kills 300,000 people annually and leaves one in five of

those affected with devastating long-term consequences.

The Committee also recommended the adoption of a resolution calling for scaled-up and

integrated action on epilepsy and other neurological disorders such as stroke, migraine and

dementia. Neurological disorders are the leading cause of disability and the second leading

cause of death worldwide.
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a6.htm?s_cid=mm6945a6_w
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https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-wha73-endorses-resolutions-on-meningitis-control-and-epilepsy-roadmap-on-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_ACONF1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_6-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_6-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_6-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_6-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_ACONF2-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_ACONF2-en.pdf
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization (Volume 98, Number 11,
November 2020, 725-820)

Special theme: primary health care: realizing the vision
Bulletin of WHO DS A/ UANJLRASFEE]
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Access to COVID 19 Tools Accelerator commitments reach
US$ 5.1billion following new contributions, including at Paris Peace

Forum
Donors commit to fund the scale up of the ACT-Accelerator but warn additional funding is critical
to support its success



https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_6-en.pdf
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https://www.who.int/news/item/13-11-2020-access-to-covid-19-tools-accelerator-commitments-reach-us-5.1billion-following-new-contributions-including-at-paris-peace-forum
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-11-2020-access-to-covid-19-tools-accelerator-commitments-reach-us-5.1billion-following-new-contributions-including-at-paris-peace-forum
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-11-2020-access-to-covid-19-tools-accelerator-commitments-reach-us-5.1billion-following-new-contributions-including-at-paris-peace-forum

e The European Commission, France, Spain, The Republic of Korea and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation pledge US$360 million to COVAX, the Vaccines Pillar of the ACT
Accelerator

Heads of state, global health leaders, scientists and the private sector have come together at the
Paris Peace Forum this week to discuss how to meet the urgent funding needs of the ACT
Accelerator. New contributions bring the total committed to over US$ 5.1 billion — but an
additional US$ 4.2 billion is needed urgently this year, with a further US$ 23.9 billion required in
2021, if tools are to be deployed across the world as they become available.
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A cervical cancer-free future: First-ever global commitment to

eliminate a cancer
WHO's Global Strategy to Accelerate the Elimination of Cervical Cancer, launched today, outlines

three key steps: vaccination, screening and treatment. Successful implementation of all three
could reduce more than 40% of new cases of the disease and 5 million related deaths by 2050.
Today’s development represents a historic milestone because it marks the first time that 194
countries commit to eliminating cancer - following adoption of a resolution at this year's World
Health Assembly.
Meeting the following targets by 2030 will place all countries on the path toward elimination:

e 90% of girls fully vaccinated with the HPV vaccine by 15 years of age

e 70% of women screened using a high-performance test by age 35 and again by 45

e 90% of women identified with cervical disease receive treatment (90% of women with pre-

cancer treated and 90% of women with invasive cancer managed).


https://www.who.int/news/item/17-11-2020-a-cervical-cancer-free-future-first-ever-global-commitment-to-eliminate-a-cancer
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-11-2020-a-cervical-cancer-free-future-first-ever-global-commitment-to-eliminate-a-cancer
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First ever vaccine listed under WHO emergency use
WHO today listed the nOPV2 vaccine (Bio Farma, Indonesia) for emergency use to address the

rising cases of a vaccine-derived polio strain in a number of African and East Mediterranean
countries. Countries in WHO’s Western Pacific and South-East Asia regions are also affected by
these outbreaks. The emergency use listing, or EUL, is the first of its kind for a vaccine and paves

the way for potential listing of COVID-19 vaccines.
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WHO launches assistive technology capacity assessment (ATA-C)
WHO has developed the assistive technology capacity assessment (ATA-C) tool, a system-



https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/17/default-calendar/launch-of-the-global-strategy-to-accelerate-the-elimination-of-cervical-cancer
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-11-2020-first-ever-vaccine-listed-under-who-emergency-use
http://polioeradication.org/nopv2/
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-11-2020-who-launches-assistive-technology-capacity-assessment-(ata-c)

level tool to evaluate a country’s capacity to finance, regulate, procure and provide assistive
technology. The ATA-C tool enables countries to better understand the current status and identify
key actions to improve access to assistive technology: it can be used for awareness raising,
policy and programme design and ongoing monitoring and evaluation. The ATA-C implementation

process can also serve to bring diverse stakeholders together and build momentum for action.
WHO : ZiERkilieE sl (ATA-C) Y—ILZH

WHO (&, ZIEEIMOEEE. Rl #E, #HZITORE0ORNZHAT SzhDdY—ILE
UC. ZiERATEENFHE (ATA-C) ZRFELF LI,
ATA-CY—)LZEAT D L. KREREDIRNZXID LIEEL. RFIOFIBZNEYT D
JeDDEBIMTENMEA THDhVE Rilsd, BERNEHEIDERET, MEsRE=S > J EFHlICE
HTEZxEY,
ATA-C (&, WHO Bl (ATA) W—ILFY bO—EITH D FENSIREAMI(CET 23
RN TEESH DT —FZINETD2DEIRUET .

ATA-C D5

2020411 A 18 H
WHO announces certification programme for trans fat elimination

A new WHO Certification Programme for Trans Fat Elimination aims to recognize countries that
have eliminated industrially produced trans-fatty acids (TFA) from their national food supplies.
This is the first-ever certification programme that will recognize countries for their efforts to
eliminate one of the main risk factors for noncommunicable diseases and protect their
populations from premature death.

Increased TFA intake (>1% of total energy intake) is associated with coronary heart disease
events and mortality. Industrially produced TFA is used in baked and fried foods, pre-packaged
snacks, and certain cooking oils and fats that are used at home, in restaurants or in street food.
Replacing it with healthier oils and fats is cost effective, life-saving, and feasible without changing

the taste of food or its cost to the consumer.
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Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19

Response
The United Nations, IOM, ITU, OCHA, OHCHR, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNICEF,

UNOPFS, UPU, UN Volunteers, UN Women, WEFP and WHO support the adoption of the following joint
statement, in line with the UN Personal Data Protection and Privacy Principles adopted by the UN

System Organizations to support its use of data and technology in the COVID-19 response in a way
that respects the right to privacy and other human rights and promotes economic and social

development.

The COVID-19 pandemic has become a global emergency, with devastating
consequences in terms of loss of life and economic decline, and significantly hampering
progress toward achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Poor and
vulnerable communities are particularly imperiled by this deadly disease and its
economic ramifications.
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Your Right To A Better World

Health is a human right, and tactics learned from the human rights movement can help ensure

every person access to the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health.

WHO, HRP and partners present a new documentary series about the power of people to
change the world.

Every individual on the planet has the right to the highest standard of health and well-being in all
aspects of their sexuality, their body and their reproductive choices — but there is no ‘one size fits
all’ strategy for making this a reality.


https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-joint-statement-on-data-protection-and-privacy-in-the-covid-19-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-joint-statement-on-data-protection-and-privacy-in-the-covid-19-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-11-2020-your-right-to-a-better-world

Right To A Better World is a documentary video series produced by WHO and HRP, in
partnership with UN Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Oxford Human Rights Hub (OxHRH). It
explores how tactics developed by the human rights movement can be used to achieve sexual
and reproductive health rights, and drive meaningful progress towards the fulfillment of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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WHO and other stakeholders join forces to accelerate access to
effective paediatric HIV and tuberculosis diagnostics and medicines

On World Children’s Day, WHO is pleased to issue a call urging stakeholders to accelerate
access to effective paediatric HIV and tuberculosis (TB) diagnostics and medicines.

The Action Plan, which is launched today, has been developed by a wide group of stakeholders
under the auspices of the Fifth Vatican High-Level Dialogue on Paediatric HIV and TB in Children
Living with HIV which was held earlier this month.

Children are one of the most disadvantaged populations in the HIV and AIDS and TB response.
In 2019, 95 000 AIDS-related deaths occurred in children, two-thirds of those deaths in 21 focus
countries. 850 000 children living with HIV were not accessing treatment, 65% of which were
aged 5-14 years. These children are also particularly susceptible to co-infection with tuberculosis,
a major cause of AIDS-related deaths in this population. In 2019, an estimated 36 000 children

who were living with HIV died from TB.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-accelerate-access-to-effective-paediatric-hiv-and-tuberculosis-diagnostics-and-medicines
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-accelerate-access-to-effective-paediatric-hiv-and-tuberculosis-diagnostics-and-medicines
https://www.paediatrichivactionplan.org/
https://www.paediatrichivactionplan.org/

2020411 A 24 H

World leaders join forces to fight the accelerating crisis of
antimicrobial resistance

High-level global leaders group will advocate for urgent action to combat antimicrobial resistance
across all sectors and ensure the availability of important medicines for the future

The heads of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and the World Health Organization (WHO) today launched
the new One Health Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobial Resistance.

Group members include heads of government, government ministers, leaders from private sector
and civil society. The group is co-chaired by their Excellencies Mia Mottley, Prime Minister of
Barbados, and Sheikh Hasina Wazed, Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

The group will harness the leadership and influence of these world-renowned figures to catalyze
global attention and action to preserve antimicrobial medicines and avert the disastrous
consequences of antimicrobial resistance.
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State of the world's sanitation: An urgent call to transform sanitation

for better health, environments, economies and societies
For the first time WHO and UNICEF bring together the data on sanitation coverage and

investment, and how it impacts health, economies, and the environment. Citing evidence on what
works from successful countries and global guidelines, WHO and UNICEF call for strong
government leadership and investment in resilient sanitation services. The report charts an

ambitious way forward following the SDG6 global acceleration framework themes

of governance, financing, capacity development, data and information, and innovation to

achieve universal access to safe sanitation.


https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-world-leaders-join-forces-to-fight-the-accelerating-crisis-of-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-world-leaders-join-forces-to-fight-the-accelerating-crisis-of-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240013964
https://www.who.int/groups/one-health-global-leaders-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240014473
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240014473
https://www.unwater.org/publications/the-sdg-6-global-acceleration-framework/
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WHO recommends against the use of remdesivir in COVID-19
patients

WHO has issued a conditional recommendation against the use of remdesivir in hospitalized

patients, regardless of disease severity, as there is currently no evidence that remdesivir
improves survival and other outcomes in these patients.

This recommendation, released on 20 November, is part of a living guideline on clinical care for
COVID-19. It was developed by an international guideline development group, which includes 28
clinical care experts, 4 patient-partners and one ethicist.

The guidelines were developed in collaboration with the non-profit Magic Evidence Ecosystem
Foundation (MAGIC), which provided methodologic support. The guidelines are an innovation,
matching scientific standards with the speed required to respond to an ongoing pandemic.

Work on this began on 15 October when the WHO Solidarity Trial published its interim results.
Data reviewed by the panel included results from this trial, as well as 3 other randomized
controlled trials. In all, data from over 7000 patients across the 4 trials were considered.

The evidence suggested no important effect on mortality, need for mechanical ventilation, time to

clinical improvement, and other patient-important outcomes.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-regulating-sanitation-services-as-a-public-good
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-learning-from-history-sanitation-for-prosperity
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-recommends-against-the-use-of-remdesivir-in-covid-19-patients
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-recommends-against-the-use-of-remdesivir-in-covid-19-patients
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Children’s immature immune systems threatened by increasing
‘superbugs’

Today, antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a major and growing threat to health and human
development, affecting our ability to effectively treat a range of infections with antibiotics,
including urinary tract infections, sepsis, and some forms of diarrhoea. ‘Superbugs’ or bacteria
resistant to multiple antibiotics, are also becoming more prevalent.

Children, especially those living in low-resource settings with limited access to health services
face an even greater risk. Lack of safe water, poor sanitary conditions and hygiene practices, and
inadequate infection control, further enables the spread of AMR.

Resistance to treatments, like antiretrovirals, antimalarials, anti-Tuberculosis (TB) drugs, and
antifungal drugs threatens to reverse progress in reducing child mortality. In low-income
countries, where most childhood deaths are occurring, effective and accessible antibiotics are
absolutely essential for treating the most common childhood diseases — malaria, pneumonia,
other respiratory infections, and dysentery, as well as other conditions such as bacterial blood

infections. If these drugs become resistant, children’s chances of survival are threatened.
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Every move counts towards better health — says WHO
Up to 5 million deaths a year could be averted if the global population was more active. At a time

when many people are home bound due to COVID-19, new WHO Guidelines on physical activity


https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/children-s-immature-immune-systems-threatened-by-increasing-superbugs
https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/children-s-immature-immune-systems-threatened-by-increasing-superbugs
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-every-move-counts-towards-better-health-says-who

and sedentary behaviour, launched today, emphasize that everyone, of all ages and abilities, can
be physically active and that every type of movement counts.

The new guidelines recommend at least 150 to 300 minutes of moderate to vigorous aerobic
activity per week for all adults, including people living with chronic conditions or disability, and an
average of 60 minutes per day for children and adolescents.

WHO statistics show that one in four adults, and four out of five adolescents, do not get enough
physical activity. Globally this is estimated to cost US$54 billion in direct health care and another
US$14 billion to lost productivity.

The guidelines encourage women to maintain regular physical activity throughout pregnancy and
post-delivery. They also highlight the valuable health benefits of physical activity for people living
with disabilities.

Older adults (aged 65 years or older) are advised to add activities which emphasize balance and
coordination, as well as muscle strengthening, to help prevent falls and improve health.
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https:!//www.who.int/news-room/releases

https://www.who.int/news-room/statements

https://www.who.int/news-room/notes
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