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HE Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Rt Hon. Helen Clark brief Member
States at the United Nations General Assembly on pandemic
response

Her Excellency Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, former President of Liberia, and Rt Hon. Helen Clark,
former Prime Minister of New Zealand, today briefed Member States at the United Nations
General Assembly on measures to respond to COVID-19 and prevent future pandemics. HE
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Rt Hon. Helen Clark were Co-Chairs of the Independent Panel for
Pandemic Preparedness and Response which reported to the World Health Assembly in May

2021 on lessons learnt from the international response to COVID-19.
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NTDs: sustainably financed, standardized global monitoring and
evaluation — critical to achieve 2030 road map targets

The recently published framework for monitoring and evaluation (M&E) presents a
methodology for planning, participation and evaluation. It shows how the shifts described in
the road map for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) will come about and how to measure

progress towards reaching the 2030 goals and targets.
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New advocacy brief highlights serious consequences of social isolation
and loneliness on the health of older people, calls for greater political
priority to the issue

Released in advance of tomorrow’s International Day of Friendship, a new advocacy brief
highlights that social isolation and loneliness among older people are widespread globally.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the resultant physical distancing measures have exacerbated
these conditions. The UN Decade of Healthy Ageing 2021 — 2030 presents a major
opportunity for the World Health Organization (WHO) and other United Nations agencies to

address social isolation and loneliness in a more sustained way.
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Call to Action on Antimicrobial Resistance 2021

The Call to Action on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) - 2021 was launched during the closing
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session of the High-Level Interactive Dialogue on Antimicrobial Resistance on 29 April 2021

to raise global ambition on AMR whilst accommodating diverse national circumstances.
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Joint statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore and

WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on the
occasion of World Breastfeeding Week

At the start of this year, governments, donors, civil society and the private sector united to
launch the Nutrition for Growth Year of Action. The Year of Action is a historic opportunity
to transform the way the world tackles the global commitment to eliminate child
malnutrition.

Breastfeeding is central to realising this commitment.
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Partnering to ensure essential health services during the pandemic

Safeguarding continuity of essential health services amidst the pandemic is a global
challenge: when health systems are overwhelmed, people struggle to access vital care. As a
result, both direct mortality from COVID-19 and indirect mortality from preventable and
treatable conditions have been on the rise. WHO and its partners support countries maintain
and boost their health systems’ performance and save lives.
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700-plus healthcare workers and patients killed in attacks on
facilities:t WHO

More than 700 healthcare workers and patients have died, and more than 2,000 have been
injured in attacks on health facilities since December 2017, according to a three year analysis
by the World Health Organization (WHO) released on Tuesday.
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Fraudulent “COVID-19 Compensation Lottery Prize” scam, falsely
alleges association with WHO and others

The World Health Organization (WHO) has been made aware of correspondences being
circulated by scammers (acting under the name of Capital Finance, Inc. London), falsely
notifying recipients of such correspondences that they have been selected as a
beneficiary/winner of a US$1 million lottery compensation prize payment for losses and
damages suffered as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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New WHO toolkit promotes inclusion of people with dementia in
society

“Towards a dementia-inclusive society: WHO toolkit for dementia-friendly initiatives”,

launched today, is WHO’s latest tool for establishing and scaling-up dementia-friendly
Initiatives globally.
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West Africa's first-ever case of Marburg virus disease confirmed in
Guinea

Health authorities in Guinea today confirmed a case of Marburg virus disease in the southern
Gueckedou prefecture. This is the first time Marburg, a highly infectious disease that causes

haemorrhagic fever, has been identified in the country, and in West Africa.
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Target product profile for next-generation TB drug-susceptibility
testing at peripheral sites

The World Health Organization (WHO) is launching its updated target product profile (TPP)
for next-generation drug-susceptibility (DST) testing for M. tuberculosis at peripheral
centres
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Tracking universal health coverage: 2017 global monitoring report

A number of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in September 2015 have targets that relate to health. However, one goal —
SDG 3 — focuses specifically on ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all
ages. Target 3.8 of SDG 3 — achieving universal health coverage (UHC), including financial
risk protection, access to quality essential health-care services and access to safe, effective,
quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all — is the key to attaining the
entire goal as well as the health-related targets of other SDGs.
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WHO’s Solidarity clinical trial enters a new phase with three new
candidate drugs

The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced the next phase in its Solidarity trial:
Solidarity PLUS will enroll hospitalized patients to test three new drugs in hospitalized
COVID-19 patients.

These therapies - artesunate, imatinib and infliximab — were selected by an independent
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expert panel for their potential in reducing the risk of death in hospitalized COVID-19
patients. They are already used for other indications: artesunate is used for severe malaria,
imatinib for certain cancers, and infliximab for diseases of the immune system such as

Crohn’s Disease and rheumatoid arthritis.
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WHO, Facebook and Praekelt.Org provide critical mobile access to
COVID-19 information for vulnerable communities

WHO is working with Facebook and Praekelt.Org to provide WHO’s COVID-19 information
to the world’s most vulnerable people through Discover and Free Basics in a mobile-friendly

format.
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WHO, Facebook and Praekelt.Org provide critical mobile access to
COVID-19 information for vulnerable communities

WHO is working with Facebook and Praekelt.Org to provide WHO’s COVID-19 information

to the world’s most vulnerable people through Discover and Free Basics in a mobile-friendly
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format.
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International Youth Day 2021: Quality data crucial for improving
adolescents’ health and well-being in countries across the world

International Youth Day is held on the 12th August every year. This important event brings
global attention to the specific and diverse issues which young people face and shines a
spotlight on the power and potential of young people to speak for themselves and to make
lasting change.

In recognition of the considerable challenges faced by adolescents to their sexual and
reproductive health and rights, WHO has published a series of “country profiles” to

summarise data on key issues.
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WHO Statement on advancing the next series of studies to find the
origins of SARS-CoV-2

Following the publication of the WHO-China joint report of the phase one studies on the
origins of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in March 2021, WHO has outlined the next series of studies
that need to be undertaken and continues to be in discussions with Member States and
experts on next steps.

To move forward, WHO calls for all governments to depoliticize the situation and cooperate
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to accelerate the origins studies, and importantly to work together to develop a common

framework for future emerging pathogens of pandemic potential.
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Cote d’Ivoire declares first Ebola outbreak in more than 25 vears

The Ministry of Health of Cote d’Ivoire today confirmed the country’s first case of Ebola since
1994. This came after the Institut Pasteur in Cote d’Ivoire confirmed the Ebola Virus Disease
in samples collected from a patient, who was hospitalized in the commercial capital of

Abidjan, after arriving from Guinea.
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Neglected tropical diseases: enhancing safe treatment for more than
1 billion people annually

A manual designed to help health workers to better administer and manage the safety of
people who benefit from free medicines for neglected tropical diseasesl (NTDs) has been
published by the World health organization (WHO).
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ACT-Accelerator launches urgent US$ 7.7 billion appeal to stem surge
of dangerous variants and save lives everywhere

Accelerator has mounted a US$ 7.7 billion appeal, the Rapid ACT-Accelerator Delta Response
(RADAR), to urgently:

Scale up testing: US$2.4 billion

Maintain R&D efforts to stay ahead of the virus: US$ 1 billion

Address acute oxygen needs to save lives: US$ 1.2 billion

Rollout of tools: US$ 1.4 billion

Protect frontline healthcare workers: US$ 1.7 billion
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Fast Facts on Climate Change and Health

Climate change is resulting in poorer health outcomes, increasing mortality and is a driver
of health inequities. However, health is well placed to be a significant part of the solution;
the positive health impacts from stronger climate change action can motivate stronger global

ambition; health systems which are resilient to climate change can help protect their


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024144
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-08-2021-act-accelerator-launches-urgent-appeal-to-stem-surge-of-dangerous-variants-and-save-lives-everywhere
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-08-2021-act-accelerator-launches-urgent-appeal-to-stem-surge-of-dangerous-variants-and-save-lives-everywhere
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/fast-facts-on-climate-change-health

populations from the negative impacts (in the short and longer terms); and sustainable low
carbon health systems can make a substantial contribution to reducing national and global

emissions.
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New WHO Publication: Infodemic Signal Detection During the
COVID-19 Pandemic

A new WHO paper has been published describing the development of a social listening public
health taxonomy for COVID-19. A social listening taxonomy can be thought of like a tree. The
trunk is the general topic of interest, the branches are more specific categories relevant to
that topic, and the twigs of those branches are the sub-categories that have an even narrower
focus. This model can be used to navigate the information overload that can occur during an

infodemic.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/18-08-2021-new-who-publication-infodemic-signal-detection-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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Statement of the Twenty-Ninth Polio IHR Emergency Committee

The twenty-ninth meeting of the Emergency Committee under the International Health
Regulations (2005) (IHR) on the international spread of poliovirus was convened by the WHO
Director-General on 4 August 2021 with committee members and advisers attending via
video conference, supported by the WHO Secretariat.

Although heartened by the apparent progress, the Committee unanimously agreed that the
risk of international spread of poliovirus remains a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC) and recommended the extension of Temporary Recommendations for a

further three months.
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https://infodemiology.jmir.org/2021/1/e30971
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-08-2021-statement-of-the-twenty-ninth-polio-ihr-emergency-committee
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Call for experts to join Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of
Novel Pathogens

The World Health Organization (WHO) today issued an open call for experts to serve as
members of the new WHO Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of Novel Pathogens
(SAGO).

The SAGO will advise WHO on technical and scientific considerations regarding the origins
of emerging and re-emerging pathogens of epidemic and pandemic potential, and will be

composed of a wide range of experts acting in their personal capacity.
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World Humanitarian Day 2021

This year's World Humanitarian Day (19 August 2021) is devoted to dealing with the climate
crisis, the single biggest health threat facing humanity. This day is a crucial milestone in the
lead up to the COP26 summit in November when leaders from 196 countries will meet to

agree action to get climate change under control.
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World leaders and experts call for significant reduction in the use of
antimicrobial drugs in global food system

Global leaders and experts today called for a significant and urgent reduction in the amounts
of antimicrobial drugs, including antibiotics, used in food systems recognizing this as critical

to combatting rising levels of drug resistance.

The Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobial Resistance- today called upon all countries to
significantly reduce the levels of antimicrobial drugs used in global food systems. This
includes stopping the use of medically important antimicrobial drugs to promote growth in

healthy animals and using antimicrobial drugs more responsibly overall..
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More than 700 million people with untreated hypertension

The number of adults aged 30—79 years with hypertension has increased from 650 million to
1.28 billion in the last thirty years, according to the first comprehensive global analysis of
trends in hypertension prevalence, detection, treatment and control, led by Imperial College
London and WHO, and published today in The Lancet. Nearly half these people did not know
they had hypertension.
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Impact on the ground: WHQO’s action in countries, territories and
areas

Country case studies are one of three integral components of WHO Results Framework.
Together with Impact Measurement and Output Scorecards, they paint qualitative picture of
WHO’s work at the country level and give narrative texture to 2020 WHO Midterm Results
Report. As a mainstay of GPW13 reporting, this publication presents a collection of more
than 80 country case studies on WHO’s role and its adaptability to drive public health impact

in different country contexts.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/25-08-2021-more-than-700-million-people-with-untreated-hypertension
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/piiS0140-6736(21)01330-1/fulltext
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/344424/9789240033986-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240032804
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240032804
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WHO issues rapid communication on updated guidance for the
management of TB in children and adolescents

A rapid communication released by the World Health Organization (WHO) Global

Tuberculosis Programme has announced important updates to guidance on the management

of tuberculosis (TB) in children and adolescents. This includes new recommendations on
diagnostic options, treatment regimens, as well as treatment decision algorithms and optimal
models of care for the delivery of child and adolescent TB services.
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Joint Statement of the Multilateral Leaders Taskforce on Scaling
COVID-19 Tools

At its third meeting, the Multilateral Leaders Taskforce on COVID-19 (MLT), the heads of
the International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World
Trade Organization - met with the leaders of the African Vaccine Acquisition Trust (AVAT),
Africa CDC, Gavi and UNICEF to tackle obstacles to rapidly scale-up vaccines in low- and

lower middle-income countries, particularly in Africa, and issued the following statement:
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https://www.who.int/news/item/26-08-2021-who-issues-rapid-communication-on-updated-guidance-for-the-management-of-tb-in-children-and-adolescents
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-08-2021-who-issues-rapid-communication-on-updated-guidance-for-the-management-of-tb-in-children-and-adolescents
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https://www.who.int/news/item/27-08-2021-joint-statement-of-the-multilateral-leaders-taskforce-on-scaling-covid-19-tools
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-08-2021-joint-statement-of-the-multilateral-leaders-taskforce-on-scaling-covid-19-tools
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Moving towards digital documentation of COVID-19 status

On 27 August 2021, WHO published a guidance document for countries and implementing
partners on the technical requirements for issuing digital certificates for vaccination against
COVDI-19. The full guidance can be found here. The guidance is part of a series of planned
documents on digitalization of COVID-19 certificates. The guidance will, amongst other
things, Support Member states in adopting digital tools for documenting COVID-19
vaccination status for the purposes of effective health care, and proof of vaccination should it

be needed for other purposes.:
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World Patient Safety Day 2021

World Patient Safety Day — established by the World Health Assembly in 2019 through


https://www.who.int/news/item/27-08-2021-moving-towards-digital-documentation-of-covid-19-status
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Digital_certificates-vaccination-2021.1
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-patient-safety-day/2021

resolution WHA72.6 on “Global action on patient safety” — is observed annually on 17
September. Objectives of the day are to enhance global understanding of patient safety,
increase public engagement in health care safety, and promote global action to prevent and
reduce avoidable harm in health care.:
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