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WHO Director-General's remarks at the press conference on the
report of the Independent Commission on Sexual Exploitation and
Abuse - 28 September 2021

As you know, in October last year, I appointed an Independent Commission to investigate
allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse during the response to the tenth Ebola Virus
Disease epidemic in North Kivu and Ituri, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Today, the commission publishes its report. It makes for harrowing reading. I will make my

comments shortly, but first I would like to welcome the co-chairs to present their findings.
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WHO prioritizes access to diabetes and cancer treatments in new
Essential Medicines Lists

WHO today published the new edition of its Model Lists of Essential Medicines and Essential
Medicines for Children, which include new treatments for various cancers, insulin analogues
and new oral medicines for diabetes, new medicines to assist people who want to stop

smoking, and new antimicrobials to treat serious bacterial and fungal infections.
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Report of the Regional Director : the work of WHO in the Western
Pacific Region, 1 July 2020 - 30 June 2021

WHO today published the new edition of its Model Lists of Essential Medicines and Essential
Medicines for Children, which include new treatments for various cancers, insulin analogues
and new oral medicines for diabetes, new medicines to assist people who want to stop

smoking, and new antimicrobials to treat serious bacterial and fungal infections.
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New global targets to prevent maternal deaths

Today the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNFPA launched five critical targets to
help countries get back on track in reducing preventable maternal deaths, and for tracking

progress against the Sustainable Development Goals.

Tz <tHtFEIR

WHO EEEACOEE (UNFPA) (& [EEIRIETDHIRICEITIZER/R 5 DDY -5y MNaeF
KRUFULUE.

PEREIRIETCE(E 2000 NS 2017 F(CHNIT 3 2D 1 UERADULELEEL. BHIEET
810 ADLTMMN., Wik - HEDODEMHENRETTULEDTNEY ., ZDEFEAEN BREUE
VIR - HERTLCFHEROESHIERE. FHEERNFIERRREICKDEDTT,

R (IFFHOIRERRIFEBEIR (SDG) 3.1 D [TEEIRFETDHIRK] OESETENSAE <IIEEN
THD, BRRMRMAKRDENTNET,

SDGs ZEM 3 D28(C, 2025 FXTISEMRINTERENAMILAN—2ZHE(CUTDEXS
(CERELFR U,

1) 90 % DyFiFEH 4 B FOIHEREZERITSZE (2030 FFTIC 8 @ICT B LZH
£9) .

2) PRUCEREFED 90 % DHECIIERD.

3) HELRENDDLZHED 80 % M. HER 2 HURNICERT 7ZZITD.

4) NOD 60 % . BEEsE 2 BELAICERMEERZZIT5NS.

5) 65% DEHN, MHEMR. BIEEDER. UTO5 07«47 - ANLXICEAULT, +9712
BikzScLT. BSERRETEDLDICTS.



https://www.who.int/news/item/05-10-2021-new-global-targets-to-prevent-maternal-deaths

2021410 H6 H

WHO recommends groundbreaking malaria vaccine for children at
risk

The World Health Organization (WHO) is recommending widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01
(RTS,S) malaria vaccine among children in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with
moderate to high P. falciparum malaria transmission. The recommendation is based on

results from an ongoing pilot programme in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi that has reached
more than 800 000 children since 2019.
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Launch of WHO's Household Energy Policy Repository

Transitioning to clean cooking, heating and lighting can reduce household air pollution and
its associated health burdens. Achieving this transition requires policies that support clean
household energy use. Energy and health practitioners as well as policymakers need to
understand what specific policies are successful, why and in which contexts they can be
applied. For these reasons, the World Health Organization, in partnership with the
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), developed a Household Energy Policy Repository
(“the Repository”) to serve as an online clearinghouse for policies, regulations and legislation

affecting household energy use at the national, regional and local levels.
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WHO takes steps to address glaring shortage of quality palliative care
services

Worldwide, it is estimated only 1 in 10 people who need palliative care are receiving it and
global demand for care for people with life threatening illnesses will continue to grow as
populations age and the burden of noncommunicable diseases rises. By 2060, the need for

palliative care is expected to nearly double.
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WHO report highlights global shortfall in investment in mental
health

The World Health Organization’s new Mental Health Atlas paints a disappointing picture of
a worldwide failure to provide people with the mental health services they need, at a time
when the COVID-19 pandemic is highlighting a growing need for mental health support.

The latest edition of the Atlas, which includes data from 171 countries, provides a clear
indication that the increased attention given to mental health in recent years has yet to result

in a scale-up of quality mental services that is aligned with needs.
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WHO, UN set out steps to meet world COVID vaccination targets

» Working with COVAX, African Vaccine Acquisition Trust and other partners — world can
and must meet WHO targets to vaccinate 40% of the population of all countries by the end-
2021 and 70% by mid-2022

* Vaccine supply gaps to COVAX must be closed immediately for countries to reach the 40%
year end target

+ United Nations Secretary-General and WHO Director-General call on countries and

manufacturers to make good on their commitments without further delays

WHO ¢ EE : DU F > DHRLNFEREITFUI T

EEEWHO X TDOFHFEER | &UTC, HERZSFRICETOETALOD 40 % (.
REHEEFTIC 70 % (CBIE LT D EDOHAEBREEZRRL. DIF 2 DEAREDREZFAE
L/7_:O

DOF > ORFEHEZEBIE I ERNREA THD [COVAX (O/\yIR) | NOftHeIETS
N3dLS. FENMEATVBE(CH URESHNSOFEZHHRENDE DXL SICKRHTLE
a_o


https://www.who.int/news/item/08-10-2021-who-report-highlights-global-shortfall-in-investment-in-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-10-2021-who-report-highlights-global-shortfall-in-investment-in-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-10-2021-who-un-set-out-steps-to-meet-world-covid-vaccination-targets

HRODOF U AIEBEREIER T DeHIC(E 3 BEOXTYINRETYT, IRTOEDY
NCOEHmE. BFEREE. )\ A URDII—TCOOF = EET DE—ERME. RICIRTD
EDFTRTCORAFIHE(CTDIF 2B I DE_RE. BRICEFB(CILKUTEELEY,

2021410 A 12 H

WHO’s 10 calls for climate action to assure sustained recovery from
COVID-19

The WHO COP26 Special Report on Climate Change and Health, launched today, in the lead-
up to the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland, spells
out the global health community’s prescription for climate action based on a growing body of

research that establishes the many and inseparable links between climate and health.
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International Day of the Girl Child

The COVID-19 pandemic is exacerbating existing inequalities and disrupting access to vital
health and support services. However, it has also accelerated the use of digital health and
tools. This provides an opportunity, especially for children and adolescents under 18 who
account for an estimated 1 in 3 internet users worldwide.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and UN Special Research Programme HRP present
some of the ways in which digital health solutions are playing a role in promoting girls’

empowerment and fulfilment of their human rights.
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New stress management course for people living with adversity

Self-Help Plus is a stress management course intended for groups of up to 30 people who
have lived through or are living through adversity, whether due to personal difficulties, work-
or family-related stress or issues that affect whole communities such as armed conflict,
violence, disease and poverty.

Self-Help Plus can be used in all setting including areas where mental health and
psychosocial support needs are great, but the services providing such support are either
stretched or non-existent.
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WHO Director-General Bestows Posthumous Award on the Late
Henrietta Lacks

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus honoured the late Henrietta Lacks with a WHO Director-
General’s award, recognizing the world-changing legacy of this Black American woman who

died of cervical cancer, 70 years ago, on 4 October, 1951.
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Public notice of proposed new Scientific Advisory Group for the
Origins of Novel Pathogens (SAGO) members

After careful consideration of all applications submitted to WHO, the following individuals
are proposed for membership of the WHO Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of Novel
Pathogens (SAGO). They are to serve in their personal capacities to represent the broad
range of disciplines relevant to emerging and re-emerging pathogens. In evaluating the
applications submitted, consideration was given to attaining an adequate distribution of

technical expertise, geographical representation and gender balance.
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Tuberculosis deaths rise for the first time in more than a decade due
to the COVID-19 pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has reversed years of global progress in tackling tuberculosis and
for the first time in over a decade, TB deaths have increased, according to the World Health
Organization’s 2021 Global TB report.
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Investing $1 per person per vear in hand hygiene could save hundreds
of thousands of lives

All households in the world’s 46 least developed countries could have handwashing facilities

by 2030 if the world invested less than US$1 per person per year, in hand hygiene.

The 2021 State of The World’s Hand Hygiene report launched today on Global Handwashing
Day by WHO and UNICEF, highlights that an annual cost to governments of promoting
handwashing with soap at home comes to just 2.5 per cent of the average government health
expenditure in these countries — making it a highly cost-effective investment, providing

outsized health benefits for relatively little cost.
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Eye Care Situation Analysis Tool (ECSAT) launch

Today, on World Sight Day, WHO is launching a revised version of the Eye Care Situation
Analysis Tool (ECSAT).

What is ECSAT?

The World Health Organization (WHO) World report on vision (WRV) predicts a substantial
increase in the number of people with eye conditions and vision impairment in the coming
years. This is mainly due to demographic trends, including population aging and lifestyle
factors. In response, WHO has developed key strategic recommendations around integrated
people-centred eye care (IPEC), which are outlined in the WRV.
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Six in seven COVID-19 infections go undetected in Africa

A new assessment by the World Health Organization (WHO) shows that only 14.2% — or
one in seven — COVID-19 infections are being detected in Africa. To reverse that trend and

curb transmission, the WHO Regional Office for Africa today announced a new initiative to
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enhance community screening for COVID-19 in eight countries. The programme aims to

reach more than 7 million people with rapid diagnostic tests in the next year.
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WHO'’s 7 policy recommendations on building resilient health
systems

WHO has released a position paper on building health systems resilience towards UHC and
health security during COVID-19 and beyond to reinforce the urgent need for renewed and
heightened national and global commitment to make countries better prepared and health
systems resilient against all forms of public health threats for sustained progress towards
both UHC and health security.
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WHO calls for better and fairer opportunities for physical activity to
improve health

WHO today called on decision-makers across the health, sport, education and transport
sectors to urgently scale up provision of more inclusive programmes and services and safer
environments that promote physical activity in all communities. The Organization’s new
advocacy brief, Fair Play: Building a strong physical activity system for more active people,

explains how this can happen.
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Health and Care Worker Deaths during COVID-19

WHO estimates that between 80 000 and 180 000 health and care workers could have died
from COVID-19 in the period between January 2020 to May 2021, converging to a medium
scenario of 115 500 deaths
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NTDs: countries must adapt and innovate to mitigate COVID-19
disruptions

As the world continues to battle the COVID-19 pandemic, interruptions and delays are
1mpacting the delivery of services to populations requiring treatment and care for neglected
tropical diseases (NTDs). The longer the disruptions, the higher the chances of NTDs
spreading in high-transmission areas — with a risk of undoing decades of progress earned

through rigorous scale-up of programmes.
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Global TB Report app - Updated data in line with 2021 Global TB
Report

The latest global tuberculosis data in your pocket! Discover current statistics and trends,
compare countries and regions, and find the data you need at your fingertips.
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Users can explore and interact with data from 197 countries and areas.
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WHO unveils action plan to address findings of Independent
Commission on DRC SEA allegations

WHO today published its Management Response Plan to address the findings of the
Independent Commission (IC) on allegations of sexual abuse and exploitation (SEA) during
the response to the 10th Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
following the issuing of the IC’s report on 28 September.
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WHO Director-General's remarks at the seventy-second session of
the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific — 25 October
2021

The pandemic is far from over. Complacency is now as dangerous as the virus. Now is the

time to be on heightened alert, not to let down your guard.

I'm very pleased to see that cases and deaths from COVID-19 in your region have now
declined significantly from the devastating peak in August, although I know some countries

are still facing a very serious situation.
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WHO Director-General's remarks at World Health Summit panel
discussion: Building the world's pandemic and epidemic intelligence
ecosystem — 25 October 2021

Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic has taught the world many painful lessons.

In my remarks last night, I outlined four areas in which I believe the global health
architecture must be strengthened to prepare for, prevent, detect and respond rapidly to
outbreaks with epidemic and pandemic potential.

One of those is the need for new, powerful systems and tools for global surveillance, to collect,
analyse and disseminate data on outbreaks with the potential to become epidemics and

pandemics.
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Statement on the ninth meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic

The Director-General determined that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to constitute a
PHEIC. He accepted the advice of the Committee and issued the Committee’s advice to States
Parties as Temporary Recommendations under the THR.
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Top economists call for radical redirection of the economy to put
Health for All at the centre in the run-up to G20

The World Health Organization (WHO) Council on the Economics of Health For All (WHO

Council on the Economics of Health For All) calls now, more than ever, for clear, ambitious

goals to mobilize and focus investments towards health, considering financing for health as
a long-term investment and not a short-term cost. The Council’s new brief on Financing
Health for All prioritizes two key dimensions: more finance and better finance and lays out

the way forward through three pathways to action:
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Health — A Political Choice: Solidarity, Science and Solutions

Ending the COVID-19 pandemic is among the world’s most pressing priorities.

We will only find a way out of this crisis through science, finding solutions and by working
together, in solidarity.

In this new book, key leading figures in international health and development have come
together to share their thoughts about some of the most important choices we face in public
health. It offers a unique opportunity to permanently increase global action and multilateral

collaboration to address health equity.
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WHO-Unitaid statement on the MPP licensing agreement for
molnupiravir

WHO and Unitaid welcome the signing of a voluntary licensing agreement by the Medicines
Patent Pool (MPP) and MSD to facilitate affordable access to molnupiravir, a new medicine
being tested in clinical trials for treating COVID-19 in adults.
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