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WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing — 29
June 2022

Today I will cover health and humanitarian challenges that the world is facing.

This pandemic is changing but it’s not over. We have made progress but it’s not over.
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World Bank Board Approves New Fund for Pandemic Prevention,
Preparedness and Response (PPR)

The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors today approved the establishment of a financial
intermediary fund (FIF) that will finance critical investments to strengthen pandemic PPR
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capacities at national, regional, and global levels, with a focus on low- and middle-income
countries. The fund will bring additional, dedicated resources for PPR, incentivize countries to
increase investments, enhance coordination among partners, and serve as a platform for
advocacy. The FIF will complement the financing and technical support provided by the World
Bank, leverage the strong technical expertise of WHO, and engage other key organizations.
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WHO intensifies response to looming health crisis in the greater Horn of
Africa as food insecurity worsens

WHO is scaling up its operations in eastern Africa as the region faces acute food insecurity
caused by conflict, extreme weather events — including the worst drought in 40 years — induced

by climate change, rising international food and fuel prices and the impact of the pandemic.
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WHO guideline on self-care interventions for health and well-being, 2022
revision

A global shortage of an estimated 18 million health workers is anticipated by 2030, a record 130
million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, and there is the global threat of
pandemics such as COVID-19. At least 400 million people worldwide lack access to the most
essential health services, and every year 100 million people are plunged into poverty because
they have to pay for healthcare out of their own pockets. There is, therefore, an urgent need to
find innovative strategies that go beyond the conventional health-sector response. These
interventions are also relevant for all three areas of the Thirteenth General Programme of Work
of the World Health Organization.
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New political declaration to halve road traffic deaths and injuries by
2030 1s a milestone achievement

The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes the political declaration to be adopted by
Member States during the High-level Meeting of the UN General Assembly on Global Road
Safety. It commits to cut road traffic deaths and injuries by 50% by 2030, a milestone for road
safety and sustainable mobility.
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A health perspective on the role of the environment in One Health

One Health is a cross-disciplinary approach to improve human health at the human-animal-
environment interface. The role of the environment in this triad is often overlooked, however.
This report explores and clarifies this role from a health perspective. In animal-mediated

diseases, the environment plays a threefold role, acting
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Preventing antimicrobial resistance together: Quadripartite announces

WAAW 2022 theme

The Quadripartite organizations - the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Health Organization
(WHO), and the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH, founded as OIE) are pleased to
announce the theme of World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) 2022 ‘Preventing
antimicrobial resistance together’.
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Ukraine crisis strategic response plan for June — December 2022

This WHO Strategic Response Plan (SRP) will be implemented in collaboration with partners
providing life-saving support to people affected by the conflict in Ukraine, whether they are
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inside or outside Ukraine. It is an overarching framework built on the Ukraine Flash Appeal
2022 to guide priorities and work, according to access and location, in support of national and
local authorities who are leading the readiness, response and early recovery activities. The

timeframe of this SRP is six months.
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The Road to 2030

Considerable progress has been made since 2012 when the first road map was adopted. As of 6
June 2022, forty-six countries have eliminated at least one NTD, while 600 million people no
longer require treatment because they are no longer exposed to risks associated with the

pathogens that previously harmed them. In some cases, diseases that have plagued humanity for
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centuries, such as sleeping sickness and Guinea worm disease, are at an all-time low. Less
tangible, but also important, there has been significant progress in the way NTDs are

viewed. Additionally, the disruptive impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on NTD programmes is
evident.

This brochure is the first in a series of advocacy briefs for the new NTD road map presenting
highlights of success and challenges towards attaining the 2030 goals.
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World Hepatitis day 2022

World Hepatitis Day is observed each year on 28 July to raise awareness of viral hepatitis, which

causes inflammation of the liver that leads to severe disease and liver cancer.
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UN Report: Global hunger numbers rose to as many as 828 million in
2021

The number of people affected by hunger globally rose to as many as 828 million in 2021, an
increase of about 46 million since 2020 and 150 million since the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic (1), according to a United Nations report that provides fresh evidence that the world is
moving further away from its goal of ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition in all its
forms by 2030.
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WHO and I-DAIR to partner for inclusive, impactful, and responsible
international research in artificial intelligence (AI) and digital health
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WHO updates its widely-used gender mainstreaming manual

The Gender mainstreaming for health managers-: a practical approach manual addresses how

gender norms, roles and relations affect health-related behaviours and outcomes as well as
health sector responses. At the same time, it recognizes that gender inequality is a cross-cutting
determinant of health that operates in conjunction with other forms of discrimination based on
factors such as age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity or place of origin and sexual orientation. The

manual provides a basis for addressing other forms of health-related discrimination.

[T >H—FEREIZ=21TIV] OEHH

MREEREDHDZ T > —FERE : RENPZTO—-F) ¥Z2177)LTE 1245 —RE.
=E BEN. REEBEDITENHRR. FARBEEFIDMIG(C EDK D (CRETDNZED LIFTL
ig—o

B (C. T2 —DARFEEL Fip. AREFNHA, RRME, HEH, EREmREOBR(CE
DMMDORZREDZER L EFN T D, RRODEHEUFVDIREZR THD 2B/ LTVET. 2D


https://www.who.int/news/item/06-07-2022-who-and-i-dair-to-partner-for-inclusive-impactful-and-responsible-international-research-in-artificial-intelligence-and-digital-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-07-2022-who-and-i-dair-to-partner-for-inclusive-impactful-and-responsible-international-research-in-artificial-intelligence-and-digital-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-07-2022-who-updates-widely-used-gender-mainstreaming-manual
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789241501057

NZa7IUE BERICEET DA RZER (ST D2 DEREZ R I D EDTY,

N1 77)LOWIRIE 2011 FICFEITHM. WHO (3R1E. 1>4—. R, RRCEIDHMLULE
FHEHL TS OER(ICBS U TEHRLTLNDETSTY .

LE1—¢&7yTI5—bOTOEXR(E. ITIENZ2AVILTBASN TVWDILERMEEZRREETD
EDTY., ENFUTORICERZHTTLET,

1.
2.

el P S YK AV i o= i)

T2 —-DINT—HFAFZTIN, ﬂﬁ@ﬁ%’(‘ﬂ'ﬂé@ﬂ“FttODJZD(JHE{’EﬁHL/ A~

FEPELEDARDERLEDRRZETZSINEERITDEN (H8). BiEME. A& F

fm, PEfR. HSEFNMI, R S5, RIS, 7&&‘) DELSs8#. LK

1/9 ERR(ICH T D TIEMUIMNR7 ITO—FEBR T, ZT2F—EMDOSRE. T
IADBEEBFRMERN (CFE L. MHERINSSIHEN A (CIRTE SN2 E W SRR 585

4. x> — FE. ANEDFHFUVHEAD™Y —)LZBAL. INSOELZ(CET DEENHFE
ZE5ICHEL. WHO OFEBICINS077TO—FOmH AN

I\/I

1

w
I/]:

NZa7IoLEa—&E7yITF—hME. EERZFERI O—/ULNLARFTREHFE TERENT
WX,

202247 H 11 A
HRP annual report 2021

For 50 years, HRP has been conducting research with international and national partners to
improve sexual and reproductive health and to safeguard the human rights of all people
everywhere. We invite you to join us in our efforts — with your help, we can continue to improve

lives worldwide.
HRP fFR#ES 2021
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WHO announces updates on its guidance on tuberculosis care and
support

Updated guidelines and a new operational handbook on TB care and support have been launched
by WHO to improve the quality of life and better outcomes for people with TB. This includes for
the first-time, implementation guidance on health education, counseling and palliative care as

well as on social support, treatment administration options and digital adherence technologies.
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Urgent call for better use of existing vaccines and development of new
vaccines to tackle AMR

WHO today released the first-ever report on the pipeline of the vaccines currently in development to
prevent infections caused by antimicrobial-resistant (AMR) bacterial pathogens. WHO’s analysis
points to the need to accelerate trials for AMR related vaccines in late-stage development and
maximise the use of existing vaccines.
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WHO’s Science Council launches report calling for equitable expansion of
genomics

WHQ’s Science Council of experts has issued its first report, on accelerating access to genomics for
global health. The report argues that it is not justifiable ethically or scientifically for less-resourced
countries to gain access to such technologies long after rich countries do.
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New WHO Global Evidence Review on Health and Migration
underscores how the implementation of inclusive immunization plans is
critical for Member States to achieve universal health coverage

A new report of the World Health Organization finds that existing policies on the inclusion of
refugees and migrants in vaccine national plans and their implementation vary greatly across
countries and regions globally, with disparities in access based on the legal status, age, and the


https://www.who.int/news/item/12-07-2022-who-s-science-council-launches-report-calling-for-equitable-expansion-of-genomics
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-07-2022-who-s-science-council-launches-report-calling-for-equitable-expansion-of-genomics
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https://www.who.int/news/item/12-07-2022-new-who-global-evidence-review-on-health-and-migration-underscores-how-the-implementation-of-inclusive-immunization-plans-is-critical-for-member-states-to-achieve-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-07-2022-new-who-global-evidence-review-on-health-and-migration-underscores-how-the-implementation-of-inclusive-immunization-plans-is-critical-for-member-states-to-achieve-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-07-2022-new-who-global-evidence-review-on-health-and-migration-underscores-how-the-implementation-of-inclusive-immunization-plans-is-critical-for-member-states-to-achieve-universal-health-coverage

context in which these populations live. The report notes that most countries do not specify a clear
policy on refugee and migrant entitlement to vaccination and that where more inclusive policies exist,
there are often gaps in their implementation.
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Women in the health and care sector earn 24 percent less than men

Women in the health and care sector face a larger gender pay gap than in other economic sectors,
earning on average of 24 percent less than peers who are men, according to a new joint report by the
International Labour Organization (ILO) and the World Health Organization (WHO).

The report, the world’s most comprehensive analysis on gender pay inequities in health, finds a raw
gender pay gap of approximately 20 percentage points which jumps to 24 percentage points when
accounting for factors such as age, education and working time. This highlights that women are
underpaid for their labour market attributes when compared to men.
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COVID-19 pandemic fuels largest continued backslide in vaccinations in
three decades

The largest sustained decline in childhood vaccinations in approximately 30 years has been recorded
in official data published today by WHO and UNICEF.

The percentage of children who received three doses of the vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus and
pertussis (DTP3) — a marker for immunization coverage within and across countries — fell 5
percentage points between 2019 and 2021 to 81 per cent.
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Healthy public food procurement and service policies

The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022 report reveals the heavy global burden of
hunger and malnutrition in all its forms. The lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic — along with

disruption to the food supply caused by intensified conflict and extreme climate events — continue to
impede progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) targets. Globally,
more than 3 billion people cannot afford a healthy diet. Unhealthy diets cause millions of deaths per
year through, for example, inadequate consumption of whole grains, legumes, vegetables and fruit,
and consumption of sodium/salt, sugars and harmful fats.
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WHO and Goodville collaborate to develop new in-game character to help
achieve and maintain physical and emotional well-being

The World Health Organization (WHO) have teamed up with Stork Limited, developers of the popular
free-to-play Goodville farm game adventure app, to create a new artificial intelligence in-game
character to help players achieve and main physical and emotional well-being.
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The new WTO decision on the TRIPS Agreement
Statement by the WHO Council on the Economics of Health for All
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Global health sector strategies on, respectively, HIV, viral hepatitis and
sexually transmitted infections for the period 2022-2030

Global health sector strategies on, respectively, HIV, viral hepatitis, and sexually transmitted infections
for the period 2022-2030 guide the health sector in implementing strategically focused responses to
achieve the goals of ending AIDS, viral hepatitis B and C and sexually transmitted infections by 2030.
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Universal access to sexual and reproductive health

The WHO has released two new tools offering evidence-based strategies to support the effective and
efficient integration of sexual reproductive health (SRH) services within national primary health care
(PHC) strategies to advance progress towards universal health coverage (UHC)..
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Shanghai declaration on promoting health in the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development

We face a new global context for health promotion. People’s health can no longer be separated from
the health of the planet, and economic growth alone does not guarantee improvement in a
population’s health. Health security challenges are on the rise and powerful commercial forces work to
counteract health. The wide spectrum of global health crises is a testimony of these rapid changes
and requires an integrative response..
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WHO report shows poorer health outcomes for many vulnerable refugees
and migrants

Around the world, millions of refugees and migrants in vulnerable situations, such as low-skilled
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migrant workers, face poorer health outcomes than their host communities, especially where living
and working conditions are sub-standard, according to the first WHO World report on the health of
refugees and migrants. This has dire consequences for the probability that the world will not achieve
the health-related Sustainable Development Goals for these populations..
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Second meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR)
Emergency Committee regarding the multi-country outbreak of
monkeypox

The WHO Director-General recognizes the complexities and uncertainties associated with this public
health event. Having considered the views of Committee Members and Advisors as well as other
factors in line with the International Health Regulations, the Director-General has determined that the
multi-country outbreak of monkeypox constitutes a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern.

BIVE. [EIRN(CESETNDILAREGE LORSFERE] 258

7H 218 (K) [CHRESNIZD)VEDEIERLE(CE I IERRESRA (2005) (IHR) BREES
D 2 BeEh HESIN. 7 ROXBHEBEEL IERNICERSISNBIAREE LORISERE
(PHEIC) | #BE=EUZE L.

HRERRBIENES U TVNB CENREESNDIEDD., L IIEMRERMIEAHE L VREN TR
BuEgin olizlzed. BEEEREESR(GEITDICENTERM >N, BEERESBEENER
NI SNBA3NREFELDRSEBENEDNZRE T DEHICHEBRERZERE UICIER. Shlo
ARECED>EEFHBALE U,

(fE#&) PHEIC : Public Health Emergency of International Concern



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240054462
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240054462
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-07-2022-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-(ihr)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-07-2022-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-(ihr)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-07-2022-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-(ihr)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox

202247 H 25 H

Pandemic instrument should be legally binding, INB meeting concludes

2ND meeting of the INB to draft and negotiate a WHO convention, agreement or other international
instrument on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response concludes, with agreement that the
new instrument should be legally binding
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WHO report shows poorer health outcomes for many vulnerable refugees
and migrants

Today, the World Health Organization (WHO) issued a call for people around the world to “do one
thing” to prevent drowning. As one of the leading causes of death globally for children and young
people ages 1-24, and the third leading cause of injury-related deaths overall, drowning tragically
claims more than 236 000 lives each year. To galvanize action and mark World Drowning Prevention
Day, the Jet d’Eau in Geneva will be illuminated in blue this evening, accompanied by similar actions
in other cities around the world.
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HIV response under threat — new figures

The global response to HIV has faltered and stalled with 1.5 million new infections occurring in 2021 —
more than 1 million more than the global targets. Newly released figures also show that 650 000
people died from HIV-related causes while the number of people on HIV treatment grew more slowly
in 2021 than it has in over a decade.
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