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WHO urges schools worldwide to promote healthy eating for children

Healthy food in schools can help children develop healthy dietary habits for life, according to the
World Health Organization (WHO), which released a new global guideline on evidence-based

policies and interventions to create healthy school food environments.
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Communities unite to address stigma and discrimination affecting people
with neglected tropical diseases

Marking World Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) Day, the World Health Organization (WHO)
warns that millions of people living with NTDs continue to face profound and often unseen

suffering due to discrimination, social stigma and untreated mental health conditions.
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New UN-Water GLAAS findings: stronger WASH systems needed for safe
drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene for all

Urgent action is needed to strengthen national water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) systems so
countries can accelerate progress towards Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 and protect

health, especially in the face of growing climate-related risks and recurring disease outbreaks.

New findings from_State of systems for drinking-water. sanitation and hygiene: Global update
2025, the UN-Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS)

report developed jointly by WHO and UNICEF, provide a comprehensive picture of what is holding
WASH services back.
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Preventive cholera vaccination resumes as global supply reaches critical
milestone

Global cholera vaccine supply has now increased to a level sufficient to allow the resumption of
life-saving preventive campaigns for the first time in over three years, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,
UNICEF, and the World Health Organization (WHO) announced today.
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Four in ten cancer cases could be prevented globally

Up to four in ten cancer cases worldwide could be prevented, according to a new global

analysis from the World Health Organization (WHO) and its International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC). The study examines 30 preventable causes, including tobacco, alcohol, high body
mass index, physical inactivity, air pollution, ultraviolet radiation — and for the first time — nine

cancer-causing infections.
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WHO launches 2026 appeal to help millions of people in health
emergencies and crisis settings

The World Health Organization (WHO) today launched its 2026 global appeal to ensure that

millions of people living in humanitarian crises and conflicts can access health care.
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Joint statement on the renewed Quadripartite Memorandum of
Understanding regarding cooperation on One Health until 2030

Through the renewal of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on One Health, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the World Organisation for
Animal Health (WOAH) reaffirm their shared commitment to advancing the implementation of the
One Health approach.
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Six vears after COVID-19’s global alarm: Is the world better prepared for
the next pandemic?

Six years ago, the Director-General of the World Health Organization sounded the highest global
alarm available under international law at the time, declaring the outbreak of a new coronavirus
disease (later known as COVID-19) a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC).
While the PHEIC was declared over in May 2023, the impact of COVID-19 remains etched in our

collective memory — and continues to be felt worldwide.

As we cross this six-year mark, WHO asks countries and partners, just as we ask ourselves: Is the

world better prepared for the next pandemic?
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WHO prequalifies an additional novel oral polio vaccine, strengthening
global outbreak response

The World Health Organization (WHO) has prequalified an additional novel oral polio vaccine type
2 (nOPV2), further strengthening the global supply of a vaccine at the heart of efforts to stop
poliovirus type 2 outbreaks more sustainably and accelerate progress towards polio eradication.
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WHO launches landmark consolidated operational handbook to
strengthen the global STI response amid rising infections

The World Health Organization (WHO) has just released its first-ever consolidated operational

handbook on sexually transmitted infections, to help countries urgently strengthen the prevention,

diagnosis, treatment and care of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) across health systems.
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One in two people facing cataract blindness need access to life-changing
surgery

The World Health Organization (WHO) is urging countries to accelerate efforts to ensure that

millions of people living with cataract can access simple, sight-restoring surgery — one of the most

effective and affordable interventions to prevent avoidable blindness.
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Global commitment on display as countries negotiate key annex to the
Pandemic Agreement

Member States of the World Health Organization (WHO) concluded a weeklong round of
negotiations on draft annex for Pathogen Access and Benefit Sharing (PABS) — a key component of
the WHO Pandemic Agreement.
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Attacks on Ukraine’s health care increased by 20% in 2025

As Ukraine enters the fifth year of full-scale war, its people have endured the highest number of
attacks on their health care in 2025 — increasing by nearly 20% compared to 2024.
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Next-generation influenza vaccines could save millions of lives, finds
WHO

Next generation influenza vaccines that provide broader and longer-lasting protection than
existing seasonal vaccines, could play a vital role in reducing the global burden of influenza,

according to a recent World Health Organization (WHO) assessment.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/18-02-2026-next-generation-influenza-vaccines-could-save-millions-of-lives--finds-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-02-2026-next-generation-influenza-vaccines-could-save-millions-of-lives--finds-who
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